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STHE

: LA
PREF ACE.
The Aunthor wifbeth all health to, and prays
20 God for a Bleffing upon all the Searcheys
of Alchymy 5 mamely the true Sons of
Hermes.

Courteoys Reader,
Hen T'confidered with
my felf, that many a-
dulterated Books and
falfe Receipts (as they call chem) of
Alcbymifts | compoled through the
Fraud and Covetoufnels of Impo-
ftors, in which pot fo much as one
{park of cruth appears, were in re-
queft wich the Searchers of Natural
and myfterious Arts, by which even
very many have been and ftill are
deceived: I thoughe I could do no
becter fetvice, than to commuinicate
that talent, committed tomy cruft
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The Preface.
¢the Father of Lights, to the Sons
and Heirs of Wifdom. And to this
erid , that future Ages may take no-
tice, that chibs fingular Philofophical
Bleffing of God hath not been denys
ed to fome men, not only in former
ages butalfo in this: It feemed good
to me¢ f()l' fomc Rcal?;«ns to i;i.”ﬂrenl
my Name, whillt . do not feek
praifetomyfelf,but endeavour to be
affifting to the Lovers of Wiidom.
Therefore [ leave that vain defire of
Honour to thefe that-bhad rather
{eem to be, thanto be indeed. What
here I write by way of «eftimony to
that undoubted Philofophical crutb,
comprehended in few lines, have
been taken out of that manua;lexpe-
vience;, which the moft High hath
vouchfafed to me, that they which
have laid the principal -and real
foundations in this commendable
Ait, may by this encouragement not
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T be Preface.
forfake the practice of the beft
things, and o be fecured from that
wicked- (warm of Smake-{ellers
whofe delight isto cheat, They are
not Dreams, as the ighorant vulgart
call them ; meither are they foolifh
inventions of ‘idle men, as fools;and
men void of underftanding(who dea
ride the Art)conceive them to be.
Itis the Philofophical truch it Elf
which, as [ am a lover of the Truth,
Iought not, nay I counld not, for
fupporting and confirming thetruth
of Alchymy | undefervedly cryed out
againft keep clofe,or bury in filence,
Although it may be much afraid in
thele times (when vertue and vice
are efteemed alike) by realon of the
unworthinefs of chis age,and ingra-
ticude and creachery of men (to fay
nothing of the Curfes of Philofo-
phers)to come forth upon the pub-
Jick ftage of the world. I could pro-
A 3 duce
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duce witnefles of this Chymical  thero
truth, viz. fage Authors | according = what
to the unanimous confent of divers =~ isbut
honourable Ancicnts in fo many fe. ~ indeec
: veral Nations : but thofe things  atleng
!| which are manifeft by ocular expe-  txue N
yiment.need no further proofMany that w
f men both of high & low condition ~ whicl
, inthefle laft years paft, have to my  witho
B knowledg feen Diana unvailed. And = ceico
Eo _ although there may be found fome the b:
B | idle and ill-employed fellows, who  or wi
either out of envy or malice, or fear  Gold:
of having their own, frauds difcove- tryals
red, cry out that the Soul may be  hath
extracted out of Gold, and wichthe  him,
{pecious and deceicful delufion of andh
oftentation, fay it may be putto a- fing c
nother body ; net withoutlofsand  over,
detriment of time, pains and cofts : polec
ycthx!htﬁonsoflimwwsknou!&w the S

e e S ———

e ——

# certain, that fuch akind of extraéti- bufie
g | onof fouls (as they call them) whe-  1nter
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T be Preface.
ther out of Gold or out of Silver (by
what vulgar way of Alchymy foever)
is but 2 meer fancy : which thing
indeed is not believed by many, but
at length by experience,the only and
crue Miftris of truth is verified, and
thac with lofs.  Onthe contrary, he
which (in a Philofophical way) can
without any fraud & colourable de-
ceic make it, thatit {hall really tinge
the bafeft metal, whether wich gain,
or without gain , with the colour of
Gold or Silver (abidingallrequifice
tryals what{oever) I can juftly aver
hath the gates of Nature opened to
him, for the enquiring into further
and higher fecrets,and with the blef-
fing of God to obrain them. More-
over, I prefent thefe Treatifes, coms
poled out of my own expetience, to
the Sons of Art, that whilft they are
bufied with all their thoughts and
intentivenefs of mind in {earching
A 4 1nto
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into the {ecret operations of Nature] (w

they may thence know, and clearly thei

i underftand the cruth of all things;, lani

i and Nature it {elf : in which thing fro

i alone the perfection of the whole fa- Mo

{ cred Philofophical Art confifts, fo thil

i that chey go on in the common  dab

| high-way of Nature, which fhe pre- Wh

i fcribes in all her operations. There- the

i fore I wonld have the Courteous of C

i | Reader be here admonifhed that he tain
| underftand my Writings not fo  Go
much from the ontfide of my words din

as from the poflibility of Nature vou

‘ left afcerward he bewail his time,  mo
painsand cofts all {pent in vain, Let Ma

him confider that cthis Arcisforthe  thr

¥ wife,not for'theignorant; andthac are

'; the lenfe or meaning of Philofo-  on]

-' phers is of another nature than to this

be underftood by vapouring Thra- pant

: Joes,or Letterlearned fcoffers, or vi- = wel
B | gious againft cheir own confciences, hav

i ( who
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The Preface.
( who whilft they cannot rife by
their vertues attempt ic by their vil-
lanies, and malicious detractings
from honeft men) or ignoranc
Mountebanks , who moft unwor-
thily defaming the moft commen-
dable Art of Alchymy have with their
Whites and Reds deceived almoft
the whole world.  For itis the gift
of God, and rrulyitis notto be at-
tained to, but by the alone favour of
God, enlightening the underftan-
ding, together with a patient and de-
vout humility (or by an ocular de-
monftration from fome experienced
Mafter: ) wherefore God juftly
thrufts them far from his {ecrets chat
are ftrangers to him. Finally, My
only requeft to the Sons of At is
this, that they would take in good
patt my endeavouring to deferve
well of them , and when they fhall
have made that which is occult ma.
' = nifeft,
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 The Prefuce.

nifeft,and through the good pleafure
of God in a conftant way of dili-

gence {hall arrive to the longed for '

haven of the Philofophers, that they
would  according to the cuftom of
Philofophers, debar all unworthy
men from this Art; and not forget-
ting to love their poor neighbour in
the fear of God (fetting afide all
vain oftentation) let them fing ever-
lafting prailes of thankfulnefs unto
the great and good God, for fo fpe-
cial a gift, and ufe it well wich a fi-
lent and religious joy ----

Simplicity or Plainnefs is the feal
of truth., °
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