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PREFACE .
The Author wifheth all health to , and prays

to God for à Bleſſiug upon all the Searchers

of Alchymy 3 #amely the true Sonsof
Hermes .

ma

Courteous Reader ,

Hen I confidered with

my felf that many a -

dulterated Books and

falfe Receipts ( as they call them ) of

Achhmiſts , compoſed through thë

Fraud and Covetouſneſs of Impo -
ftors , in which not fọ much as one

{park of truth appears , were in re -

quet with thé Searchers of Natural

and myſterious Arts , by which even

very many have been and ſtill are

deceived : [ thought Icould do no

better ſervice, than to communicate

that talent , committed to my truſt
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The Preface .
the Father of Lights , to the Sons . forfal

and Heirs of Wiſdom . And to this thing
erd

,
that future Ages may take no - wick

tice , that tis fingular Philofophical whol

Bleſſing of God hath not been denya not E

ed to fome men , not only in ſormer call t

ages, but alſo in this : Tt leemed good inven

to me for ſome Reaſons to conceal men

my Name , whilft i. do not leek ride t

praifetomyý : felf buc endeavour tobe It is

E | aſſiſting to the Lovers ol Wiſdom . whicl

} Therefore I leave that vain defire of Toug
Honour to thoſe that had father ſuppe
ſeem to be , than to be indeed . What of Al

|
here I writé by way - of teftimony to again
that undoubted Philofophical teuth , “Altho

comprehended in few . lines , have thefe
been taken out ' of thatmanua ; lexpe - are eſ

| yience; , which the moft High hath unwe

[i vouchſafed to me , that they which titude

have laid the principal and real nothi

foundations in chis commendable phers

Art , may by thisencouragement not lick f

forſake
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forſake the practice of the beft

things , and fo be fecured from that
wicked . { warm - of Smoke ſellers ;
whofe delight isto cheate They are

not Dreams ; as the ignorant vulgať
call them

;
neither are they foolifh

inventions of ‘ idle men , as tools and
men void of underſtanding ( who de⸗

ride the Art ) conceive them to be .

It is the Philoſophical truth it ſelf ,
which , as I am a lover of the Truth ,
Lought not , nay Icould not , for

ſupporting and confirming the truth
of Alohhmy , undeſervedly cryed out

againft keep clofe or bury in ſilence .

Although it may be much afraid in
thele times ( when vertue and vice

are efteemed alike ) by realon of the

unworthineſs of this age, and ingra -
titude and treachery of men ( to fay
nothing of the Curfes of Philofo -

phers ) } to come forth upon the pub -
lick ſtage of che world . I could pro -
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T he Preface .
duce witneſſes of this Chymical
truth , viz , fage Authors

, according
tothe unanimous confent of divers

honourable Ancients in ſo many fes

veral Nations : buat thole things
which are manifeft by ocular expe -

riment. need no further proof . Many
men both of high & low condition

in theſe lat years paft , have to my

knowledg ſeen Diana unvailed . And

although there may be found fome

idle and ill - employed fellows , who

either our of envy or malice , or fear

of having their own , frauds difcove -

red , cry out that the Soul may be

exttacted out of Gold , and with the

ſpecious and deceitful deluſion of

oſtentation , ſay it may be put to a -

nother body ; not without loſs and

detriment of time , pains and coſts :

yer let the Sons of Hermes know for

certain , that fuch a kind of extracti -

on of fouls ( as they call them ) whe -

ther
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is but
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ther : out of Gold or out of Silver ( by

what vulgar way of Alchymy foever )

isbut a meer fancy : which thing
indeedis not believed by many , but

at length ' by experience the only and

ttue Niſtris of truth is verified , and

that with lofs . On the contrary , he

which ( in a Philoſophical way ) can

without any fraud & colourable de -

ceit małe it , that it ſhall really tinge

the balet metal , whether with gain ,

or withoutgain , with the colour of

Gold or Silver ( abiding all requiſite

tryals whatſoever ) Ican juftly aver

hath the gates of Nature opened to

him , for the enquiring into further

and higher fecrets and with the blef -

fing of God to obtain them . More -

over ,I prefent thefe Treatifes , com -

pofed out of my - own experience , to

the Sons of Arr , that whilft they are

bufied with all cheir thoughts and

intentiveneſs of mind in ſearching
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into the fecret operations of Nature ’
they may thence know , and clearl
underſtand the truth ofall things ;
and Nature it felf : in which thing
alone the perfection of the whole fa -
cred Philofophical Art confits , fo
that they go on in the common

high - wayof Nature , which fhe pre -
{cribes in all her operations . There -
fore I wonld have the Courteous
Reader be hére admonifhed, that he
underftand my Writings not fo
much from the outfide of my words
as from the poſſibility of Nature ;
left afterward he bewail his time ,
painsand cofts all {pent in vain . Let

him confider that this Art is for the

wife not forthe ignorant ; and that
the ſenſe or meaning of Philoſo -

Phers is of another nature than to

be underſtood by vapouring Ihra -

ſoes ,or Letter. learned ſcoffers , or vi -

gious againſt their own conſciences ,
C who
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( who whilft they cannot rife by
their vertues attempt it by their vil -

lanies , and malicious detractings
from honeſt men ) or ignorant
Mountebanks , who moſt unwor -

thily defaming the moſt commen -

dable Art of Alchymy have with ' their

Whites and Reds decéived almoft
the ' whole world , For it is the gift
of God , and truly itis not to be at -

tained to , but by the alone favour of

God , enlightening the uaderftan -

ding , together with a patient and de -

vout humility ( or by an ocular de -

monftration from fome experienced
Maſter : ) wherefore God juftly
thrufts them far from his fecrets that

are ftrangers to him . Finally , My
only requeft to the Sons of Art is

this , that they would take in good
patt my endeavouring to deferve
well ofthem , and when they ſhall
have made that which is occult ma -

difßlt



' he Preface .
nifeft,and through the good pleafure
of God in a conftant way of dili -

ence {hall arrive to the longed -for

haven of the Philofophers , that they
would , according to the cuſtom of

Philoſophers , debar all unworthy
men from this Art ; and not forget -
ting to love their poor neighbour in

the fear of God ( ſetting aſide all

vain oſtentation ) let them ſing ever -

laſting praiſes of thankfulneſs unto

the great and good God , for fo fpe-
cial a gift, and ufe it well with a fi -

lent and religious joy - - + -

Simplicity or plainnefs is the feal

of truth .
`
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