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A
NEW LIGHT

ALCHYMY.

The ficlt Treatife.

Of Nature , what [be is, and what her
Searhers oug ht to be,

253 Any wife and very learnéd men many
Ages fince, yea (Hermes teftifying
5 thefame) before the Floud, wroce
£ many things concerning the ma-
"~ ‘king the Philofophers Stone § and
have beqaeathed fo many writings unto us, thae
unlefs' Nature “fhould dayly work things cre-
dible to us, fcarce any one would btelieve ic as 2
truch thar chere were any Nacure at all : becaufe
in former Ages chere were not {o many deviflers of
chings, neicher did our Anceftors regard any, ching
befides Nacure it felf,and the poflibility of Nature,
And alrh‘ough they were contenced wich che plain
way alone of Naturey yet they found our thofe
things w hich we now imployed about divers things
could nov with all our wits conceive,  Thisis be-
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qa ne Light of Qlchymy.

canfe Nature and the Generation of things in the 452 C

! world is efleemed of us mean and plain, And Aiail

I therefore webend our wits not to things known, ander

and familiar, but to fuch things, which novacall, are M

i or very hardly can be done. - Wherefore it hap- the F:
pens that weare more dexcerous in devifing curi- aiid {u

;‘;ET‘. ous {ubtildes, and f{uch which the Phllofophcrs fatnd

i themfelves did never think of, than to attain to Stk

i the true procefs of Nature, and che right meaning gathis
“H of Philofophers, And {uch is the difpofition of thofe |
H mens Nanres, as to negleét thofe things they ons, o
i know, and to be always feeking after ocher things; Hticaisr
i fuch allo and much more is thag of mens Wies , fed; w
el | and Fancies, to which cheir Nacure is {ubje&ed. out of
BN As for exdmple 3 You [ce any Artificer, when viadirih
Bl he hath attained o the higheft perfecton of his they cf
(4 Axc, eicher fearcheth into other Arts, or abquih fical T
r the fame, which healready hach, or clfe leaves 1 other
oft quice.  Soalfo isgenerous Nature always a- {ers

| § &ive and doing tois very Iliad (i. e. ) nemoft pe- thing {

4 riod , and afterward ceafeth,  For there 1s given thould

, to Nature from the beginning a certain kind of Fiitent

‘. grant, or permiffion flill to atrain to things bet~ explain

ter and better through her whole progre(s 5 and us afide

| to come to her full reft, towards which fhe tends 1fay N

(‘ with all her mighr, and rejoyceth in her end , éntire i

] asa Pifmire doth in her old age, at which time the beg

’ Nature makesher Wings. Even fo our Witshave thac the
proceeded fo far, efpecially in the Philofophical alfo is

Art, or Praxis of the Stone, that now we are al- that eve

moft cometo the Iliad it felf.  For the Arc of i thar
Chymiftry hath now found out fuch fabtiliesy . alone, b
that {carce greater can be invented 5 and differ a5 God car

much from the Art of the Ancient Philofophers {elf mad
as
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4 nelw Light of Aebpmy,
asa Clock-Smith doth from a plain Black- Smigh:
And alchough both work upon Iron, yet neither
underftands the others Labours, although both
are Maflers of their Are. If Hersmes himfelf,
the Father of Philofophers, fhould now be alive,
and fubcil-wicted Geber, together with. moft pro-
found Raimandns Laullins, they would not be ac-
counted by our Chymifts for Philofophers 5 bue
rather for Scholars : They wonld be ignorant of
thofe {o many Diftillations, fo many Circulaci-
ons, fo many Calcinations, and fo many other in-

humerable Operations of Arcifts now adays u-

fed; which men of this age devifed , and found

out of their Writings. -~ There is one only thing
wanting to us, tharis, to know that which
they effe@ted, viz. the Philofophers Stone, or Phy-
fical TinGure we whillt we f{eek that, find out
other things ¢ and unlefs the Procreation of Man
were {o ufual as ic is, and Narure did in chac
thing ftill obferve her own Law, and Rules we
thould fcarce not bucerr, Butto recurn to what
Lintended ; 1 promifed in this firft Treatife to
explain Natare, left every idle fancy fhould turs
us afide from the trueand plain way. Therefore
1 fay Nartare is bu one, true, piain, perfe and
entire in its own being , which God made from
the beginning, placing his{piritinic: buc know
thacthe Bounds of Natureis God himfclf, who
allo is the Original of Nature. For it is cercain,
that every thing chac is begun, -ends no where buc

i that n which jc begins. I fayicis thatonly
alone, by which God works all things : not thac

oc cannot work without it (for truly he him-

{clfmade Nature 5 and is omnipotent ) bie fo ic
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& et Light of alchpimy.
pleafeth him to do. = All things proceed from this
very Nature alone ; neither is there any thing in
thie' world wichoar Nature. And alchough it
happens fometimes that there be Abortives 5 this
is not Natures faule, but of the Artift, or place.
This Nature is divided into four places , in
which fhe works all thefe things which appeat
to us under fhadows; for truly things may be
faid rather o be (hadowed outto as 5 than really
to appear. = Sheis changed in Male and Female 5
and is likened to tMereary, becaufe fhe joynsher
fclf to various places; and accordingto the good=
nefs or che badnels of the place the brings forth
things3 although to us there {eem no bad places
at allin che Earth.. Now for Qualities there be
only four , and chefe are in all chings, but agree
not,for one alway exceeds another. Morcover,Na-
ture is not vifible y alchough fhe altsvifibly 5 for
it isa Volacile Spiric, which exccutes its Office
in Bodiess and is placed, and feated in the Will
and Mind of God. Nature in this place ferves
us for no other purpole , but to underftand her
Places, which aremore fatable, and of nearer af-
finity o her 3 that is, to undeiftand. how to joyn
onething to another 5 according to Nature, thac
we mix not Wood and Man togethey, or an Ox
ot any orher living Creature and Merals toge-
ther :* bucr | lec every thing act upon its own
like s and chen for cerrain Nacure fhall per-
form her Office, . The Place of Nacure is no
other than, as I faid before, what is in the Wall
of God.
- -The Searchers of Nature ought to- be fuch-as
Narture her {elf is;true, plain;pacientsconftant, ﬁi‘ii
an
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Queto Light of alchymy;

and that which is chiefeft of all, relisious, featrine
God , not injurious to their Neighbour.  Then
lecthem diligently confider , whether their pir-
pofe be agreeable co Narure 3 whether it be poffj-
ble, let them learn by clear examples, wiz. Ous
of whar things any thing may be made, how,
and in what Veffel Nature works,” For if tho
wilcdo any thing plainly, as Nature her felf doch
do it, follow Nature; buc if chou wile accenipe
to do a thing better than Natare hath done
it, confider wellin whac, and by*what icis beee
tered, and lec italways be done in its own like.
As for example , if thou defirelt to exale a Me-
tal in Vertue ( which is our intention ) furchey
than Nature hach done; chou muft eake 2 Me-
talline Nacure boch in Maleand Female , or elfe
thou fhale effedtnothing. For if thou doft pur-
pofe to ‘make a Metal our of Herbs, thou thale
labour in vain, asalfo thou fhalc not bring forch
Wood out of a Dog, or any other Beaft.

The fecond Treatife,

Of the Operation of Nature in our intention,
and in Sperme,

Said even now thatr Nature was crue , but

one, every where feen, conftant, and is known
by che chings which are broughe forthy as Woods,
Herbs, and the like. I faid alfo that the Scarcher
of Narure muft be true, fimple hearced, patient,
capfiane, giving his mind bucto one thing 21 ne,
B 5 Cl}'rn
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