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NEW LIGHT

ALCHYMY

The tirk Treatite ,
of Nature , what fhe is , and what her

Searshers onght to be,

earned men many
Ages ſince , yea ( Hermes teſtifying
the fame ) before the Floud , wrote

many things concerning the ma -

king the Philoſophers Stone ; and
have bequeathed ſo many vritings unto us , that
unleſs Nature ſhould dayly work things cre -
dible to us , ſcarce any one would believe it as 2
truch that there were any Nature at all : becauſe
in former Ages there were not fo many deviſers ob
chings , neicher did our Anceſtors regard any thing
beſides Nature it ſelf , and the poſſibility of Nature .
And although they were contented wich the plain
way alone of Nature 5 yet they found out thoſe
things whichiwe now imployed about divers things
could not wich all our wits conceiye . This is be -
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q new Light of Alchymy .
cauſe Nature and the Generation of things in the

world is eReemed of us mean and plaine And

therefore webend our wits not to things known ,

and familiar , but to fuch things , which nowatall ,

or very hardly canbe done , = Wherefore it hap -

pens that weare more dexterous in devifing curi -

ous fubtilties , and fach which the Philofophers
themfelves did never think of , than to attain to

the true procefs of Nature , and the right meaning
of Philoſophers . And ſuch is the diſpoſition of

mens Natures , as to neglect thoſe things they

know , and tobe always feeking after other thingss
fuch allo and much more is thag of mens Wits ,

and Fancies , to which their Nature is fubjested .
As for example You fee any Artificer , when

he hath attained to the higheſt perfecton of his

Art , either ſearcheth into other Arts , or abuſeth
the fame , which healready kach , or elfe leaves it

oft quie . : Soalfo is generous Nature always a -

ctive and doing to is very Iliad (i . . ) utmoſt pe -

riod , and afterward ceaſeth . For there is given

to Nature from the beginning a certain kind of

grant , or permiſſion ſtill to attain to things bet -

ter and better through her whole : progrels , and

to come to her full reft , towards : which fhe tends

with all her might , and rejoyceth in her end ,

asa Pifmire doth in her old age , ar which time

Nature makesher Wings . Even fo our . Wits have

proceeded ſo far , eſpecially in the Philoſophical
Art , or Praxis of the Stone , that now We are al -

moft cometo the Iliad it ſelfl . For che Art of

Chymiſtry hach now found out ſuch ſubtilties ,
that ( carce greater can be invented , and differ as

much from the Art of the Ancient Philoſophers
as
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Anew Light of alehymy⸗
as a Clock - Smith doth from a plain Black - Smith :
And although both work upon Iron , yet neither
underſtands the others Labours , although both
are Maſters of their . Are . IË Hermes himfelf,the Father of Philoſophers , ſhould now be alive;añd fubtil - witted Geber , together with . moft pro-found Raimundus Lullius , they would not be ac -
counted by our Chymifts for Philoſophers , but
rather for Scholars : They would be ignorant of
thoſe ſo many Diſtillations , ſo many Circulati -
ons , ſo many Calcinations , and {o many other in -
numerable Operations of Artifts now adays u -fed ; which men o £ this age devifed , and found
out of their Writings : There is one only thing
wanting to us , thar is , to know that which
they effe &ted , viz . the Philofophers Stone , or Phy -
ſical Tincture we whilſt we ſeek that , find out
other things $ and unlels the Procreation of Man
were fo ufual as it is ; and Nature did ‘ in that
thing fill obfervè her own Law , and Rules wé
fhould {carce not bucerrs Butto return to what
Lintended ; 1 proinifed in this firſt Treatiſe to
explain Nature , leſt every idle fancy fhould turri
us aſide from the true and plain way . Therefore
T fay Nature is but one , true , plain , perfect and
êntire in its ' own being , which God made from
the beginning , placing his fpirit init : bùt know
that the Bounds of Nature is God himſelf , WhO
alfo is the Original of Nature . For it is certain,
that every thing that is begün , ends no where bue
in that in which it begins . I fayit is that onlyålone , bý which God works afl things : not that

od cannot work without it ( for truly he him -
telf made Nature 5 and is omnipotent ) but { o it
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pleaſech him to do . All things proceed from this
very Nature alone ; neither is there any thing in

j the ' world without Nature . And although it
i happens fometimes that there be Abortives 5 this

y is not Natures fault , but of tlie Artiſt , or place .
This Nature is divided into four places , in

which ſhe Works all theſe things which appear

9 to us under hadows ; for truly things may be

M faid rather to be [ hadowed our to : ùs , than really

S i to appear . She is changed in Male and Female ,

and is likened to Mercurj , becauſe ſhe joyns her
felfto various places; and according to the good -
neſs or the badneſs of the place ſhe brings forth

things ; although to us there feem no bad places

E N at alkin che Earth . : Now for Qualities there be

E ] only four , and thefe are in all things , būt agree

SE nonfor one alway exceeds another . Moreover , Na-

f ture is not viſible , although ſhe acts viſibly ; for

ie isa Volatile - Spirit , which executes its Office

in Bodies ; and is placed, and feated in the Will

and Mind of God . Nature in this place ſerves

us for no other purpole , but to underſtand her

Places , which are more ſutable , and of nearer af -

finity to her ; chat is, to underſtand how to joyn
one ching to anocher , according to Nature , that

wemix not Wood and Man together , or an Ox

or any other living Creature and Metals toge -

cher : but let every ching act upon its own

| like : and chen for cettain Nature ſhall per -

W form her Office . The Place of - Nature is- no

i other tlian , as J ſaid before , What is in the Wall
| of God .

The Searchers of Nature ought to : be fuch - as

Nature her ſelf is; true , plain, patient , conſtant , & ,
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and that which is chiefeſt of all , religious , fearing
Go , nor injurious to their Neighbour . Then
lerthem diligently confider , whether their pur -
pofè bë agreeable to Nature s whether ic be pom-
ble, Jet them learn by clear examples , viz . Out
of what things any thing may be made , how ,
and in what Veffel Nature works, ” För if thon
wilt do any thing plainly , as Nature her ſelf doth
do it , follow Nature ; bur if thou wilt attenipè
to do a thing better than Nature hath done
it , conſider well in What , and bywhat it is bet⸗
tered , and let it always be done in its own like .
As for example , if thou deſireſt to exalt a Me -
tal in Vertue € which is our intention ) further
than Nature hath done ; thou muft take a Mez
talline Nature both in Male and Female , or elſe
thou ſhalt effect nothing . For if thou doſt pur -
poſe to make a Metal out of Herbs , thou ſhalt
labour in vain , as alſo thou ſhalt not bring forth
Wood out ofa Dog , or any other Beaft .

The fecond Treatife ,

Of the Operation of Nature in our intentions
and in Sperme ,

Said even now tha : Nature was true , but

one , every where feen , conftarit and is known
by the things which are brought forth , as Woods ,
Herbs , and the like . I ſaid alſo that the Searcher
of Nature muft be true ; fimple hearted , patient ,
c @ftant , givinghis mind butto one thing alone ,
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