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for anexample. Leraboy that iscwelve years old,
and a girl of the fame age, be clothed with gar=
ments of the {ame fathion, and be fet one by the
other, nobody can know which is the male, ot
which is the female ; oar eyes cannot penetrate {o
far, therefore our fight deceiveth us, and rakes
talle things for crue: Buc when cheir garments
are caken off, and they are naked, thatfo it may
appear what Nature made chem , they are eafily
diftinguithed by their fexes, Juftafter the fame
manner doth our intellet make a fhadow of the
[badow of Nature; for the naked body of Man
is the' (hadow of the Seed of Nature: As chere-
fore mans Body is covered with a Garment, fo
al{o mans Narure is covered wichthe Body, which
God relerves €0 himf(elf tocover, oruncover, I
could here difcourfe fargely , and Philofophically
of thedignity of Man, his Creationan Genera-
tion :* buc {eeing chey are impertinent to chis place,
I will pafs them over in filence 5 onely 1 will treat
alitele concerning the life of Man., Man was
created of the Earth, and lives by vertue of the
Air; for'thereisin ché Air 4 fecret Food of Life,
which in’ the nighe we call Dew 5 and inthe day
farified ‘Water , whofe invifible congealed Spi-
ritisbecter thenche whole Earth. O holy, and
wonderful Nacure , who doft not fuffer the Sons
of Wifdome to erre, asthoudoft manifeft in the
life of Man daily! Moreover inthefe cwelve Trea-
tifes I have produced {o many natural reafons,
that he which is defirous'of the Arc, and fears
God, may the more eafily underftand all things,
which through Gods bleffing , with my eyes 1
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have feen, wich mine own hands have made with=
out any deceitof Sophiftication: for withour the
light, and knowledg of Nacure, 1t is impolfible
£0 attain to this Arc, unlefs it come to any by
Gods fpecial Revelation, or fome fpecial Friend
doth privately fhew ic. It isa chingof licdle ac.
count , yet moft precious, which being divers
times defcribed , Ido now again repeat. Take
cen paresof Air , one part of living Gold , or li-
ving Silver ; putall thefe into thy Veflel; boyl
¢his Air firft unclic be Water , and chen no Wa.
tero  If chou art ignorantof this, and knowf}
sot how to boyl Air, without all doube thou
{halt erve; {ecing this is the macter of the ancient
Philolophers. Forthou muft cake chacy which
is, and isnot feen , unil itbe che Aruficers plea=
fure 3 it is the water of our Dew, out of which
is extra@ted the Sale Petre of Philofophers, by
which all things grow, and are nourifhed : the
Matrix of it is the Center of the Sun, and Moon,
both Celeftial, and Terreftrial : and to {peak more
plainly , it is our Load-ftone , which in the fore-
going Treatifes I called Chalybs, or Stecl: The
Air generatesthis Load-ftone, and the Load- ftone
generates , or makesour Air toappear , and come
forth, Ihavehere entirely thewed thee the truch;
Begg of God thac he would profper thine under-
takings : Andfoin this place thou (halt have the
erue and righe explicacion of Hermes, when he

faith , that the Father of itis the Sun, and its

Mother the Moon, and that which the Wind
carryed inits Belly, ziz. Sal Alkaliy whichithe
Philofophers have called $4/ Armoniacam 5 and
vegetable, hid in the Belly of the 244 ne/id.
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The operacion of it is this, to diffolve the congea-
led Air, in whichthou fhale diffolve the tenth
part of Geld ; feal chis up , and work wich ony
fire, until che Air be turned into powders 3 and
there appear (the Salt of the world being firft
had) diverscoiours. I would have fec down the
whole procefsin thefe Treatifes ; but becaufle that,
togecher with che mulriplicacion, is {ufficiently
fec down in the Booksof Laulliszs , and other old
Philofophers 3 it therefore fufficed me to trear og-
Iy of the firft, and fecond Matrer ; which is done
faichfully , ncither do thou ever think thar any
Man living hach done it more cleerly, then I have
done it fince I have done it not out of many
Books but by the labour of my Hands , and mine
own experience.  If cherefore thoudoft notune
derftand , or belicve the truth, - donot blame me,
buc thy felf ; and perfwade thy {elf thac God
was unwilling to reveal this fecret to thee: Be
therefore earmeft with him by prayer, and with
{erious meditation read over this Book oftentimes,
elpecially che Epilogue of thefe twelve Trearifes s
always confidering the poffibility of Nature, and
the actionsof the Elements, and which of them
1s the chicfeft in chofe a&ions , and elpecially in
the rarefadtion of Water , or Airy for {o the
Heavens are Created, as allo thewhole World,
ThisI was willing to fignific to thee, as a Father
to hisSon. Do not wonder that. I have wrore fo
many Treatifes, for I did mot make them for my
own fake, feeing ¥ lack not Books, but thac I
might advertife many , that Work in fruiclels
things, that they fhould not fpend their cofts in
vain,  All things indeed might have been com-
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A tigio Light of Alchymy,
prc'ﬂcndcd in few lines, yea irfew-words ¢ but X

was willing to guidethec to theknowledgeof Na-

turc by Reafons, and exampl's; chat chou might-

¢t in the firft place know , what the thing is chotr

feckelt afrer, whether the fuft; orfecond Macter,

alfo that chiou mighteft have Nature, her light,

and fhadow difcovered to thee.  Benotdifplea-

fed if chou meexcft lomeeimes with contradictions

inmy Treatifes; ic berng the cuftome of Philofo-

phers to ufethem 3 thou haft need of them, if
thou underftandeft them , thou fhall not finda

Rofe without prickles. Weigh diligencly whac L
have faid before, ziz. how four Elements diftl
into the Center of the Earth a radical moiftare,
and how the Central Sun of che Earch, by ics mo-
tion bringech it forth,and fublimeth it to the {fuper-
ficies of the Earch. ~ Ihave faid alfo thacche Ce-
Teftial Sun hath a corre(pondency with the Central
Sun ¢ for the Celeftial Sun, and the Moon havea
peculiar power, and vertue of diftilling intothe
Earth by verrue of their Beams: for heat is eafily
joyned to heat, and Salc to Sale. And as the
Central Sun hath its Sea, and crude Warer , thac
isperceprible 5 fo the Celeftial Sun hath its Sea,
and fubrill Water that is not perceptible. In che
fuperficies the Beamsof theoneare joynedto the
Beamis of the other, and produce flowers, and
all things, Therefore when there is Rain made,
it receives from the Air thac power of life, and
joyns ic with the Sale-nitre of the Earch ( becaule
the Salt-nitre of the Earth is hike calcined Tartar,
drawing to it felf by reafon of its drynefs che
Air, whichinitis refolved into Water 3 fuchat-
wrative power hath che Salt-nitre of che Eartlf,
which
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which allo was Air, andis joyned to the fatnels
of the Earch) and by how rhiich che more abun-
dantly the Beams of the Sun beat upon it, the
greater quantity of Sale-nitre is made, and by
confequence the greater plenty of Corn grows, and
isincrealed, and thisis done daily.  Thus much
X thought good to fignifie to the ignorant of the
corre{pondency , or agreement of things amongf(t
them(clves, and the efficacy of the Sun, and Moon,
and Stars ; for the wile need notchis inftruétion.
Our Subje is prefented to the eyesof the whole
World, and itis not known. O our Heaven!
O our Water ! O our Mercury ! O our, Sale-nitre
abiding in the Sea of the World ! O our Vege-
table ! O our Sulphur fised, and volatil! O our
(opnt Mortunm, or dead Head, of feces of our
Sea! Our Warer thar wets not our Hands, with-
out which no mortal can live, and without which
nothing grows, or is generated in the whole
World ! And thefe are the Epithitesof Hermes
his Bird, which never is at reft, Ic is of very
{mall acconnt, yet no body can be withoucic
and {o thou haft a thing dilcovered to thee more
precious then the whole World ; which 1 plain-
ly tell chee isnothing el{e but our Sea water, which
is congealed in - Silver, and Gold, and excracted
out of Gold, and Silver by che help of our Cha-
lybs, by the Axc of Philofophers in a wonderful
manner, by a prudent Son of Arr. Icwas not
my purpofe for fome reafons before mencioned in
the Preface, ro publihithis Book, bura defire to
_dcfcrvc well of _tho[e that are ftudioufly given to
Liberal and: Philofophical Arts, prevailed with
me, that [ might hold foxch to thiem; thar I bear
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an honeft mind ; alfo that I mighe declare my
{elf to them, tha: underftand the Art; to be their
equal and fellow , and ro have atrained their
knowledge. I doubt not but many men of good
confciences , and affe@ions do enjoy this gift of
God fecresly ; thelebeing warned by my example,
and dangers are made more caucious,and wife,ha-
ving that commendable filence of Harpecrates,
For as often as I would difcover my felf co great
Men, italwaysturned to my lofs and danger, By
this my Writing I makemy {cIf known to che
adopted Sons of Hermes, Tiaftru& the Ignorant,
and them that are mifled , and bring them back
into the right way. And let che Heirs of wifdom
know, that they (hall never have a better way;
then that which™ is here demonftrared to them ;
for I have{pokenall things cleerly: Only I have
not focleerly fhewed the extraction of our Sale
Armoniac, or the Mercury of Philofophers, ot of
our Sea water, and the ufe thereof, becaufe I had
from the Mafter of Nature no leave to {peak any
furcher , and this only God muft reveal, who
knows the hearts and minds of Men. He will
haply upon thy conftant, and earneft Prayers, and
the frequent reading over of this Book, open che
eyes of thy underftanding. Theveflel, as 1aid
before, is but one from the beginning to the end,
or at moft two are fufficient : the Firc is continual
in both operations ; for the fake of which lec the
Ignorant read the tenth and elévench Treacifes. It
thou (halt operate in a third Mateer, thou (hale
effeét nothing: they meddle wich chis, whoever
work not in our Salt, which is Mercury, but in
Herbs, Anfmals; Stones; and all Minerals; excepe-
g
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a 2¢w Light of Alchymy,

ing our Gold, and Silver covered over with the
Sphere of Saturn. And whofoever defrresto attain
to his defired end, lec him underftand the conver-
fion of theElements to make light chings heavy,
and to make Spirits no Spirits ; then he (hall noz
work in a ftrange ching. The Fire isthe Rule,
whatfoever is done, isdone by Fire ; as [ufficiently
before, {o here we have fpoken enough by way of
Conclufion. Farewellfriendly Reader! and long
maift thou enjoy thele labours of mine, (made
good, or verified by mine own experience, ) to che
Gloryof God, the weltare of thine own Soul,and

- R I
good of thy Neighbour.
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