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Antwlight okalchymy.
——

TORE

PARABLE
Philoſophical Ridle

Added by way of Concluſion
and Superaddition .

J fell out upon a time , When 1 had ſaile
almoſt all my life from the Artick Pole , u
the Antartick , that by the fingular Provi

dence of God I was caft upon the fhore ofi

certain great Sea, and although I well knew and

underſtood the paſſages and properties of the Su
of tchac . Coaft , yet I knew not whether in thol
Coaſts was bread that lictle Fiſh , which wa
called Remora , hich ſo many men of great and

fmall Fortunes have hitherto foftudioufly fought
after . But whilft I was beholding che { weet Gan
ing Mermaids {vimming up and down with the
Nymphs , and being weary with my foregoing
labours, and oppreffed with divers thoughts, 1
was withthe noifeiof Waters overtaken with

eop and whilft I wasin a { weet fleep , there
ppear d to me in my fleepa wonderful Vifon ,

whichis this , { faw Neptune a man of an honos

rable

ráble old 4

three toot

tera frien

Ifindi

the South

&ing the

lifian Fic

the Bani

Mirtles ,

green M

Flowersi

Hills wer

Cedaār tr

Woods i

tices
r

with Ba

moft art

ding a m

to be { ho

feen ther

to me by
Jfland 1
Gold ,
from thi

wasa pi
moft goi

ing very
ked but

obſerves

reſt , one

bright ,
like Go

was me

He Lea



eE

dle ;

cluſion,
l

I- had faile
ick Pole , u

sular Provi

he { hore ofi

H knew and

es of the Su

ther in thol

which was

of great and

ouſly ſought
e { weet fing-
yn with the

y foregoing
thoughts , Í

rtaken with

{leep , chere

rful Viſion ,
of an hono »

rable
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rable old age , poing forth out of cyr Sea with fis

three toothed Inſttument , called Tridens , who af -

ter a friendly falute led me into a moſt pleaſant
Ifland . This goodly Iland was fituatred cowards

the South , being repleniſhed with all chinas reſpe⸗

Qing chie neceſſity and delight of man : Virgils E -

lifan Field miglit ſcarce compare with it . All

the Banks Were round . about beler ' with green

Mirtles , Cypreſs Trees and Roſcmary . The

green Medows were covered all over with

Flowers of all ſorts , both fair and ( weet . The

Hills were fet forth with Vines , Olive trees , and

Cëdar trees in d moft wonderful manners The

Woods were filled wich Otenge and Lemmon -

trees : The ' high ways were planted on both fides

wich Bay - trees and Pomegranate - trees , woven

moft artificially oné within Hé öthier , and affor -

ding a moſt pleaſaut ſhadow to Travellers . And

to be ſhort , WHatſoever is in thè Whole world Was

feen theres As Lwas walking, chere was ewed

to me by che aforelaid Neprane two Mines of that

Iſland iying under a certain Rock ; the one Was ' ot

Gold , the other of Chalybs , or Steel . Not far

from thence I Was brought to a Medow in which

was a peculiar Orchard with divers forts of Trees

moſt goodly to behold , and amongſt the reft , be -

ing very many , he [ hewed to me feven Trees mat -

ked out by (pecial Names ; and amongft cheſe I

obletved two ag chiefeſt , more eminent than the

reſt, one of which did bear Fruit liłe the Sun moſt
bright , and Mining , and che Leaves thereof were

like Gold . ` Fhe other brought fortil Eruit that

was moft white , yda ; whiter than the Lillies , and

the Leaves thereof wereas fine Silver : Now cheſe

E3 Trees
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Trees were called by Neptune , the one the Treed
the dun , the other the Tree of the Moon . Andi

though in this Ifland all things , were at ones plea
{fare and command , and but one wanting :-the

Was no Water tọ behad , butwith great difficulty
There were indeed many that partly endeavour

to bring itthither by. Pipes , and partly drew itou

ọ £ divers things; bur their endeavours : were i

vain ; becauſe in thoſe places it could not be hi

by means or medium : and if it were at any tim
had , yet it was unprofitable and poiſonous , unli

they fetched ic ( as Fewssould do ) from the Bean

of che dun and Moon ; and he which was fortu

yate in ſo doing could never get above ten par

and that Water was moft wonderful : and belie

me ,
for I faw it with mine eyes , and felt it , th

that Warer , was aswhite asthe Snows and whil

I was contemplating upon the Water , E wasii

great wonder , Wherefore Neptune being in th

meanwhile wearied vanilhed away from befo

mine eyes , and there EH to mea great mi

upon : whofe forehead was written she name of Sa

tarn . This man raking the , Vefielidrew ten pan
of Water , anditook prefently of the Tree oft

Sun , and putir in ; and I faw ahe, Fruit of t

Tree : confumed ,
a refolved : like Ice in wan

Water . -I demanded of him 5, Sir , I fec a won

derful t hipg , Water to be as it were of nothing
- Hee ihe Fruit of the Tree conſumed in it With

moft { weet and kindly heat , and - wherefore isal

this ?. Buc he anfweredime moft : lovingly . -Mj

Son , it is rue this is a thing to be wondred at

but do not thou Wonder at it , for {o it muft be
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er. to better che Fruit : of this Tree s {o chat after =

ward neither by. planting or graffing , butonly by

isown odourit may convert the other fix Trees

into its own likeneſs . Moreover this Water is to

this Eruit as it were a Woman , the Fruit of this

Tree can be putrified in nothing but in this Wa⸗

ter , and alchough the Fruit of it be of it felf moft

wonderful , andia thing of great price '; yet if it

be putrified in this Water it begets by this putre -

fa &iona Salamander abiding in the Fite , whofe
Bloodis more precious than any kind of Treaſure

or Riches in che world , being able to ma ke thoſe

fix Trees , which here thou ſeeſt , fruitful , and to

bring forch cheir ſruit lweeter than che Honey . But

Iasked , Sirs How isthat done ? I told thee ( ſaich

he ) thar the Fruit of that Tree isliving,and {weers

but whereas ones now fufficed with it , when iè

isboyled in chis Water , a thouland may chen be

ſatisfied wich it . I demanded moreover , Siris

it boiled With a ſtrong ſire , and ho long is it in

boiling ? Burt , faid he , thar Water hach an intrin -

fecal Fire , and if it be helped with a continual

Heat , it burns chree parts of its body with this bo -

dy of che Fruit , and chere will remain but a ve -

ry ſmall part ,
Which iscarce imaginable , but of

wonderful virtue ¿it isboiled by che skilful Wit

of che Artificer , firſt ſeven mon hs , then ten , but

inthe mean time chère appeared divers things ; and

always in che fiftiech day , or chereabouts . Ide -

manded again , Sir , cannot this Fruit be boiled in

other Waters , or ſomeching be put ro ic ? He

anſwered , thereis but this one Water that isule -

fulin this Country , or Iland ; and there is no o~
ther water can penetrate the pores ‘of chis Apple ,

E 4
bus
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butthis : and know alfo thar the Tree of the Suhach its original frem this Water , which is extra
Sted out of the Beams of the San and Moon by:magnetick virtue : Beſides they have a great cor
refpondency betwixt themſelves , bbut if any ſtrantthing be added to it , it cannot perform that whig
it can do of it ſelf . I : muft therefore be left byi

lelt and nothing added to it but chis Apple : Thi
Fruit after boiling becomes to beimmortal , havinLife and Blood, which BI lood makesall she Tre
bring forth Fruit of the fame Nature with th
Apple . - I asked : him further , Sir , is this Wat
drawn any other Way , or to be had every whew
And he faid , it is in every place , and no man calive without ic ; itis drawn divers ways , but thi
is the beft which is extracted by virtue of ou
Chalybs , which is found in the Belly of Aries . |ſaid ,to what ule is it ? He anſwered , before
due boiling it is the greateſt Poiſon , but after !
convenient boiling it is the greateſſ Medicine , anl
yields nineand twenty - Grainsof Blood ; and eve
ty: Grain will yield to thee the Fruit of the Tre
of the Sun in 864 fold . I asked , Can it noth
made yerbetter? The Philoſophical Scripture be
ing witnefs (faith he ) it may beexalted firft to tenthen to a bundred , then to a thoufand , and ten
thouſand . I required again of him ; Sir , Do ma
ny- know that Water , and hath it any propeName ? He cryed out , laying , Few know it bu

all have feen it ; and do fee it , and love it : it hath
many and various Names , bút its proper Namei
the Water of our Sea , the Water of Life not
wetting the hands . Tasked yet farther , Doanyule it to any other things ? Every Creature (laith

he)
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he ) doth ufe it , buc invifibly . Then I asked 3
Doth any thing grow init ? but he faid , Ofit are
made all things in the world , and in it they live ,
but in it nothing properly is , buc ir is that thing
which mixeth it felf to every thing . Tasked again ,
Isit ufeful for any thing without the Fruit of this
Tree ? Tothishe faid , Not in this Work ; becauſe
it is not bertered , but in the Fruit of the Tree of
the Sun alone , I began tointreat him , Sir , I pray ,
name it to me by fucha manifeft Name , that I

may have no further doubt aboutit . But he cry -
ed with a loud voice , fo as that he awakened me
from {leep: Therefore I could ask him no further,
neither would hetell me any more , neither can
Ltell any more . Be ſatisfied with theſe , and be -
lieve me , thar it is not poſſible to ſpeak more clear -
Iy. For if thou doſt not underſtand theſe things ,
thou wilt never beable to comprehend the Books
of other Philoſophers . After Saturn ' s unexpected
and ſudden departure a new fleep came upon me ,
and then appeared to me Neptune in a vifible
fhape : He congratulated my preſent happineſs in
the Gardens of the He

a

' Hperides , ſhewing to me ;a Looking- glafs , in which I faw all Nature difco -
vered . After the changing of divers words be -
twixt us , I gave hima thanks for his courtefies hew -
edto me ; becaufe I not only entred into this Gar -
den, but alfo came into Saturn ' s moſt deſired
Diſcourſe . But becauſe by realon of Satarn ’ s
unexpected departure ſome difficulties did yer re -
main to be inquired after , and fearched into , I
carneſtly belought him , that by means of this hap -
PVopportunity he would reſolve me my doubts .
Now Limportuned him with thefe words , Sir , I

have
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have read the Books of Philofophers , and: they

fay , thar all Generation is done by Male and Fe -

male , yet I faw in my Dream Sater put the

Fruit alone ofthe Tree of the Sun into our Merca :

ry ; Ibelievealfo thee as the Malter of this Sea,

tbat thou knoweft thefe things ; anfwer my Que-

ſtion , Ipray thee , Burt he faid , Tt is truc , my Sony

21 ] Generation is done in Male and Female , but by

reaſon ot che diſtinguiſhing of the chree Kingdoms

of Nature , a four footed Animal is brought forth

one way,and a Worm another : Although Worms

have Eyes , Sight , Hearing , and other Senſes , yet

they are brought forth by putrefaction , and : their

place , or earch , in which they are pucrified , is the

Female . . Soin this Philofophisal Work the Mo :

ther of this thing is thar Water of thine fo often

repeated , and whatfoever is produced of that , 1$

produced aş Worms by putrefaction . Therefore
the Philoſophers have created a Phenix and Sali -

mander . For if ic were done by, the Conception

of two Bodics , it would be a thing ſubject to

death ; bucbecaule it revivesit ſelf alone ; the fors

mer Body being deſtroyed , it riſeth up anocher

Body incotruptible . Seeing che death of thingsis

nothing elfe buc che ſeparation ot᷑ the one from the

other . And ſo it is in this Phenix , becaufe the

Life ſeparatesit ſelf by its ſelf from a corruptible

Body . Morcover , I asked him , Sir , are there di -

vers things , or is there a compofition of things in

this Work ? Buche laid , there is only one thing

with which there is mixed nothing elle but rhe

Philofophical Water fhewed to thee oftentimes in

thy fleep ; of which there muft beten parts to ong

ot thè jody . And ſtrongly and undoubtedly be⸗
lieve ;
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lieve , My Son , that thofe things which are by me
and Saturn ( hewed theeby way of Dreams , accor -

ding to the cuſtom in chis Iſland , are not Dreams
but the very trath , which koelento the only M
( tris of things wiHby the aſſiſtance of God difco -

ver to thee . I yer further demanded fome things
of him , but he withóut any anfwer , after he had
tooł his leafe of ne departing ſet me , being raiſed
trom fleep , intõ my deſired Region of Europe .
And ſo , friendiy Reader , leč this faffice thee ,
Which hath by me thus far been fully declared .

To Sod alone le Praiſe and Glory .
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