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A

TREATISE

SULPHUR :

THE

PREFACE

CouRTEOUS READER ,

Eeing I might not write more clearly than

other ancient Philofophers have wrote ,

happily thou maift not be fatisfied with

my Writings : efpecially Ance thou hat

fo many other Books of Philofophers already in'

thy Hands : but believe me,neither have I any need

to write Books , becaufe I { eek neither Profit not

Vain - glory by them 5 therefore I donot publilh
who Jam . Thofethings which I have now pub:
lilht for thy profic and advantage feċm to me t0

be more than enough ; I purpofe that other things

which remain fhall be referred to the - Book of
x

Harmo .
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Harmony , where I have largelyt tated of Na -

tural things : yet by the perfwafion of fome
Friends I muft needs alfo write this Treatife of

Sulphur ; in which whether it be needful to add

any thing to what is written before, I know not .
Yea, neither {hall this farisfie thee , if the Writings
of fo many Philofophers cannot fatisfie thee 3

And eſpecially if the daily operation of Nature

be not a ſufficient example , no other examples
ſhall do thee good . For if thou wouldſt conſider

with a mature Judgment how Natúre works ,
thou wouldft nor have need of fomany Volumes
of Philofophers $ becauſe in my judgment it 1s

better to learn of Nature , the Miftris , then of her

Scholars . Thou haft enough in the Preface of

the Bookofthe Twelve Treatifes , as alfo inthe

Firft Treatife ic {elf , becauſe in this Art there be

1o many ` and fo great Books to be found , that
they rather hinder than help thofe that are tudi -

ous of this Arts and fo indeed it ſeems to be ,
becaufe the Writings of Philofophers are out of

thar little Schedule of Hermes grown up unto ſo

great and erroneous a Labyrinth , and daily do
decline into obfeurity : And this T believe is done

only by envious Philofophers , when as the igno “
rant do nor well know what ought to be added or
left out , ifhaply the Authors Hand cannot well be
read . Ifin any Science or Artit doth much

help or hurt , to have one word tacking or added ,
ilen much : more in this : As for example : Icis
written in one place + Then mix thefe Waters to -
gether , another adds Vot , he indeed added but

little , àud yet by this he turned the ' whole

Chapter quite contraty : yet let che diligentStu -

dent

N
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dent know , thar a Bee . doth gather Honey outo

poiſonous Herbs . But if he judsech what he read

according tothe poffbilicy of Nature , he will c

Gly- ger beyond all rhe Sophiftry of Philoſophetz
yet lehim not give over reading , becaufe oni

Book explains another , - And by this means Lui
derſtood thatthe Books of Geber the Philoſoph
( and whocould know it , bur they that read orhi
Authors ? ) are {o wonderfully enchanted tha

they cannor pofibly be underftood , unlefs theyb
read over a thouland times , and this alfo byi

witry Reader § Fools muft be utterly . excludi

from reading of them , There be indeed man

chat undertake to interpret him as they do otht

Authors3 but Lſee cheir Eaplication is moredi

ficult clian the Text , my aduice is, that thoud

perſiſt in che Tezt , and WHatloever thou readt

apply to the pofibility of Natures and int

fft place enquire diligently what Nacure is Allit

deed write ; that { he isa thing of mall account ,

ſie , commonʒ & indeed it is true, but it ſnould hat

been added , chat ſhe is ſo unto wiſe men . Th

wile man knows her to be amongſt Hung , all

the ignorant man dorh inor believe her to bei

Gold . And allthele men ; which - have made fut

hard Books , if they were . now ignorant of the At

bur muft find it out - of fuch : Books Cwhich Booi

indeed are very true ) would with more difficuli

lind it out than men , that in cheſe days ſearch ini

the Arg do . I willnor commend mine owi

Writings , he ſhall jadg of them that , fhali appli
them to che poſſibility and eourſe of Niture : an

if by my Writings , Counfel , Examples , he fhal
not know - the Operation of Nature , and herm"
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niſtring vital Spirits conſtringing the Air , as alſo

the Subject of the Eirſt Mattero he will ſcarce un -

derſtand them by Raimundus Luſlius . It is a

hard ching to believe chat Spirits have ſuch a power
and force in the Belly of the Wind . This Wood

Lalſo am conftrained togo through , and alfo E

have helped to multiply it , yetin fuch a manner

as my Plants {hall be Ggns, alight and guides to

the true Sons of Art , and Students in this facred

Science , that are willing to go through this Wood 5
for my Plants are as it were corporeal . Thoſe times

are now paft , when Fidelity amongſt Friends

flouriſhed , and this Art was communicated by
word of mouch ; buc now itis not obtained but by
the Inſpiration of the moft high God alone .

Therefore let not him that ſearcheth diligently
and fears God deſpair . If he ſeełs after it he ſhall

find ice Becauſe it is more eaſily obtained from

God than from man : for he is à God of infinite

compaſſion , and knows not how to forſake him
that puts his truſt in him ; with him there is no

ref pect of perſonsʒ the contrite & humble heart he

will not deſpiſe ,& he hath taken compaſſion upon
me , che moſt unworthy of his creatures ; whoſe

Power , Goodneſs , unſpeakable Compaſſion which
he hath vouchſafed to ſheu me , I am not able to

expreſs : but if Iam able to give no better thanłs ,

yer I
thall not ceafe with my Pen to fet forth his

Praile for ever . Be of good courage therefore , Cour -
teous Reader , and he willalfo not deny this fa -
vour to chee ,ifthou putteſt thy whole truſt in him ,
worſhip him and call upon him , he will open to
thee tlie Gate of Nature : then thou fhalt fee how
moft plainly Nature works , - Know for certain

that
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chat Nature ĩs moſt plain and ſimple , and delight
lainnefís ; and believe

in nothing ſo much as in p!

me , whatfoever in Nature 1s more noble, by fo

mucli allo the more eafie and plain it is , becaufe

àll truth is plain and fimple : God the moft

High Creator ofall things put nothing that ishaid
or dificult in Nature . If thou wilt therefore imi :

tare Nature ; lee me perſwade thee to abide in the

`
fimple way of Nature 5 and thou fhalt find all

good thingse Burt if neither my Writings nor E
vice pleaferh thee ; then go to other Authon ,

Wherefore T write hor great Volumes that thou

imaift not lay out too much mioney . or tinie mpa

them , but maift read them over quickly, and bea

che more leiſure to have recourſe to other Authors
and ceafe not to feek , for to him that knocket
{hall be opened . Now thofe trimès are coming , ii

which many Secrets of Nature chall be revealed
Now that fourch Monarchy of the North is abou

to begin : Now the timesare at hand ; the Mo

thér of Sciences will come : greater things fhalti

difcovered than hath been done in theſe three la

paſt Monarchies . Becauſe this Monarchy ( ast

“ Ancients have foretold ) God will plant by oned
his Princes , being enriched with all . manner t

Virtues , whom haply times have already . brought

forth , For we havein this Northern part a mo

wile Prince , and moft warlike , whom none of thi

Monarchs doth go beyond in Viétoriés , or exe

in Humanity and Piety . In this Northern Mo

narchy God the maker of all things will , wichou

doubt, bring to light greater Secrets in Nature cha
in thole times , when : Pagan and Tyrant Prin

reigned . But the Philoſophers reckon thele Mo
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narchies not according to the powerfulneſs of them

but according to the cornersof the world : the fuſt
was Eaftern, the next Southern 5 this which T

now poſſeſs is Weltern5 the laft which they 61508
in this Northern part is Northern : but 4 e

ater in my Book of Harmony . Iñ this Nor⸗

seg Monarchy ; where the attractive Pole is (aś

X Jalmi {peaks ) Mercy and Truth are met to -

p wer
Peace and Juſtice ſhall kiſs each other :

Pan a rile out of che earth , and Juſtice ſhall

aos ko
Heaven . One Shegpfold and one

e , :
Many Arts without Envy : All

8

0 earneſtly expect . Do thou alſo

ourteous Reader , call upon , love , fear Godo
read over my Writings diligently; and then hóü
maift foretel to thy felf good things . And if

a ſhale thtougli the favour òf God, and K

i p eTe ( whom thou muft imitare ) arrive

A z Monarchy ; chen thou

i
;

to thee drè good middie,
aeo o

Farewel .
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