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q neto Light of alchpmy,

A
TREATISE

SULPHUR:

T-HE

PREFACE.

CouRTEOUS READER,

Eeing T might not write more clearly than
other ancient Philofophers have wrorte,

happily thou maift not be fatisfied with-

my Writings: clpecially fince thou hat
fo many other Books of Philofophers alrcady in
thy Hands: but believe me,neither have I any need
to write Books , becaufe I feck neither Profitnot
Vain-glory by them 3 therefore I do not publifh
whoTam. Thofe things which I have now pub:
lihe for thy profic and advantage feem to me ©

be more than enough 3 1 purpofe that other thing’

which remain fhall be referred to the Book of
: Harino:
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Harmony, where 1 have largelynicated of Na-
rural things : yet by the pf»’ff“'a_“““ ot'fomci
Friends I muf¥ needs alfo write this Treatife of
Sulphur 3 in which whether it be needful to add
any ching to whatis writcen before, Iknow not.
Yea, ncither {hall chis fatisfic thee, if the Writings
of fo many Philofophers cannot fatisfic thee :
And efpecially if the daily operation of Nature
be not a fufficient example, no other examples
fhall do thee good.  For if thou weuldft confider
with 2 mature Judgment how Nature works,
thott wouldft novhave need of fomany Volumes
of Philofophers s becaufe in my judgment ic is
beceer to learn of Natute, the Miftris, then of her
Scholars.  Thou haft enough in the Preface of
the Book of the Twelve Treatiles , as alfo inche
Firft Treatife ic f{elf, becaufe in this Art chere be
{o -many and (o great Books to be found , that
they racher hinder than help thofe that are fudi-
ous of this Arc: and {o indced it {eems to be,
becaufe the Writings of Philofophers are out of
that lictle Schedule of Hermes grown up uneo {0
greac and erroneous a Labyrinth, and daily do
decline into obfeurity : And this T believe is done
only by envious Philofophers, when as the igno=
rant do not well know whar ought to be added or
lefc oug,ifhaply the Authors Hand cannor well be
read,  If in any Science or Art it doth much
help ot hurt, to have one word lacking or added,
then much more in this: As for example: Icis
written in one place : Then mix thefe Waters to-
gether y another adds V¢, he indeed added but
a lietle s ®nd yer by chis he turned che whole
Chaper quite contrary = yer le che diligencSru-
dene
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dent know, that a Bee doth gather Honey outd
poifonous Herbs. But if he judeerh what be read
accordmng to the poffibility of Nature, he will ¢
Gily ger beyond all the Sophiftry of Philofophers
yec lec him not give over reading, becaufe on
Book explains another.  And by this means Lug
derftood that the Books of Geber the Philofophe
(and who.could kiow it, buc they thac read oth
Auchors ? ) are {o wonderfully enchanted , thy
they cannot poffibly be underftood, unlefs cheyk
tead over a thoufand times, and this alfo by
witry Reader 3 Fools muft be wwerly excludd
from reading of chem, There be indeed may
that undertake to incerprec him as chey do ol
Authorss buc I fee cheir Explication is moredi
ficalr chian the Texc, my adviceis, that chondd
perfift in che Test, and whacloever thou readd
apply to the potfibilicy of Narures and in t
&1l place enquive diligencly what Nature is, All
deed write; thas (he isa thing of fmall accountyt
fie, common; & indeed it iscrue,buc it (honld hat
been added, that fhe is fo unto wife men, Th
wife man knows her to be amonglt Dung , a
the ignorant man doth mot believe her o bei
Gold. And all thele men, which have made fud
hard Books, if they were now ignoranc of the At
but muft find it cut of fuch Books (which Boot
indeed are very truc) would with more difficl
find ic ouc than men, that in thefe days fearchin
the Ar, do. T will nor commend mine off
Writings, he (hall judg of them that_fhall app)
them co che poffibilicy and courfeof Nature 2 aut
if by my Whitings, Counfel, Examples, he (bl
not know the Operation of Nacure, and hermt
niiftris
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A Bt Light of Alchymp.
niftring vital Spirics conftringing the Air, asallo
the Subject of the Firft Matter, he wwill fcarce un-
derftand them by Raimmndis Luftivs, It isa
hard ching co believe that Spirits have fuch 2 power
and force in the Belly of the Wind. This Wood
I alfo am conftrained to go through, and alfo X
have helped to mulriply ic, yec i fuch a manner
as my Plancs (hall be figns, alight and gnidesto
the orue Sons of Art, and Scudents in this facred
Science, that are willing to go through this Wood ;
for my Plants areas it were corporeal. Thofe cimes
are now pafty when Fidelity amongft Friends
flourithed, and chis Arc was communicated by
word of miouch; but now itis noc obtained buc by
the Infpiration of the moft high God alone.
Therefore lec nor him that fearchech diligently
and fears God defpair. If he fecks after it he thall
find ic. Becaulciv is more cafily obtained from
God than from man: for he is a God of infinice
compaflion, and knows not how to forfake him
that puts his cruft in him; wich him there is no
refpeét of perfonss the contrite 8¢ humble hearche
will not defpife,& he hath taken compaffion upon
me, the moft unworthy of his creacures ; whofe
Power, Goodnefs, un{peakable Compafion which
he hath vouchfafed to fhew me, I am not able to
expre(s : buc if I amable (o give no better thanksy
yerl thall not ceafe wich my Pen to fec forch his
Praife for ever. Be of good courage therefote, Cour=
teous Reader , and he will alfo not deny this fa-
vour to chee,if thou putteft chy whele cruftin him,
wor(hip him and call upon him, he will open to
theethe Gace of Nature 3 then chou (hals fee how
moft plainly Nawre works, Know for cereain
: thac
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that Nacureis moft plain and fimple, and delight'  narchi
in nothitg fo'much as in plainnefs ; and beliew.  butac
mez, whacfcever in Nature ;s more noble, by o was E:
imuch alfo che miore eafie and plain it is, becauft.  now p
all cruch ‘is plain and fimple s God the moff  in chis
High Creator of all things put nothing thacishad  futche,
or difficule in Nature. If chou wilt thereforeiml  thern |
rare Nacare; let mie perfwade thee to abide inthe  the 7/,
fimple way of Nature § and thou fhalt findal  gecher
good things.  Butif neicher my Writings nor Ad  Truch

vice pleafech thee; chen go f© other Authos  look f
Wherefore T write not great Volumies that tha.  Shephe

T —— _r_,
>, X TE—

imaif¥ not lay out too much rioney O tITHE upe  which
them, but maift read them over quickly, andbex  Coure
the moteleifare to have recourfeto other Authosi  read o

and ceafe not to feek, for to him that knoclkelh_lf maift
fhall be opened. Now chofe times are coming, I ¢hou
which many Secrets of Nature {hall be r{:vcn!ed‘ hielp of
Now chat fourch Monarchy of the Norch is abow to che ¢
. the Mo {halc {

to begin : Now the timesare at hand 3
thér of Sciences will come ¢ greater things (halll  to thee
difcovered than hath been done in thefe chreeld
paft Monarchies. Becaufe this Monarchy (ashe
Ancients have foretold) God will plant by oned
his Princes, being enriched with all manner#
Virtues, whom haply rimes have already brouglt
forth, For we havein thisNorchern parca mof
wile Prince, and moft warlike, whom none of dht
Monarchs doth go beyond in Viétories, or exc
in Humanicy and Piety. In chis, Norchern Me
siarchy God the maker of all things will, wichou
doubr, bring to light greater Secrersin Nature that
in thole rimes, when Pagan and Iyrant Princ

reigned.  Bueche Philofophers reckon thele Mo
pac:
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narchies not according to the powerfulnefs of chem
but according to the cornersof the world : the f"n{’t‘
was Eaftern, the next Southern 3 this which they
now pofle(sis Weftern 5 the laft which chey c'\'pc_‘ji
in this Northera pare is Norchern ¢ bur of '(h;‘[ﬁc
futther in my Book of Harmony. Il chis Nor-
thern Monarchy, where the awraétive Pole is (as
the P/falmift (peaks) Mercy and Truth are mer te-
gether ;3 Peace and Juftice fhall kifs each other s
il'rurh (hall rife out of cthe eaxch, and Juftice (hall
i'(lj-?k fromi Héavén, One Shegpfold and one
Shepherd. - Many Arcs without Envy: All
which I do earneftly expe&. Do thou allo
Coutteous Reader, call upon; love, fear Godjt
rea(_l over my Wiiings diligently; and chen thn;
maift foreeel o chy felf good things. And if
thou l}jalc thtotigh the favour of G:-'_ud, and the
help of Nacure (whom chou muft imiate) an‘iv;
to the defired haven of this Monarchy 3 chen thon
fhalc fee; and fay chac all things chat I have faidh
to thee are good and crue.

Faréwel,
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