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WATER .
— Ater is the heavieft . Element , full of

l unctuous Flegm, and it is an Elemente

more worthy in its quality than the

Earth , without volatile , but within

fixed , it is cold and moift , and tempered with the

Air : . it ische Sperm of the world , in which the

Sted of all thingsis kepe : it isthe keeper of the

Seed of every thing . Yet we muft know thatthe
Q F Seed is one thing , and the Sperm another s the

Earth is the receptacle of the Sperm , bur Water is

the receptacle of che Seed . Whatſoever the Air

doth diftil into the Water , by means of the Fire ,
the fame doth the Warer convey to the Earth .

Sometimes the Sperm lacks fufficieny of Seed , for

want of heat which fhould digeſt it ; for there is

always plenty of Sperm , expecting Seed, which by
the imagination of Fire through the motion of the
Air it carries into its Matrix : and fometimes there

being lack of Seed the Sperm enters , but it goech
G4 forth
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forth again without truit : but of this more at large
hereafter in the third Treatifeof Principles, viz . in

thar of Salt . Te happens ſometimes in Nature , chat

the Sperm enters into che Matrix with a ſufficienc
of Seed ; but ihe Matrix being indiſpoſed , by rea :

fon of being filled with offenſive , ſulphureous and

flegmatick vapours, doth not conceive , neither doth

that come to paſsthat ſhould . Alſo nothing is pro -

perly in this Element , but only as it is wont to be

ín the Sperm . Ir is delighted chiefly in its own

motion , which is made by the Air , andit is apt to
mix with things hy reaſon of its ſuperfficial volatile
body . It is ,as We ſaid before , the receptacle of all

manner of deed : in it the Earth is eaſily purified
and refolved , and the Air is congealed in it , and 15

joined with it radically . Icis the Menftruhm of the

world which penetrating the Air,by means of hent ,

draws along with it felfa warm vapour ,
which

zaufeth a natural Generation of chofe things,w Bich
the Earth as a Matrix is impregnated withal , and

when the Matrix receivesa due proportion of Seed,

of what kind foever,it proceeds, and Nature works

withoutintermiffion to the end ; but the remaining
moifture or Sperm falls to thè fide , and by - vertu
of the heat in the Earth is putrified ( that whichis

caſt to the fide ) and of thar afterwards are genera -
red oiher things , as { mall Vermin , and : Worms
The Artificer ot ' quick Wit may indeed fee in this
Element , asit werc our of Sperm , divers wonders

of Nature ; but ie will be‘ needful to take that

Sperm , in which the Aftral Seed in a certain pro -

portion is already imagined , or conceived ] ; becauſe

Nature makes Ahd produceth pure things by the

filt pucrefaction , but by the fecond far more pure,
;
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worthy , and noble ; as thou haft an example in

Wood , which is Vegetable , where in the firft

compoſition Nature maketh Wood but when that

is after maturity corrupted , it is putrified , and of

it worms are bred , and ſuch kind of vermin as they
are , w hich have both life and ſight, : for itis ma -

nifeſt that a ſenſible thing is always more worthy
than a vegetable : for to the Organs of ſenſible

chings much more ſubtil and purer matter is requi -
red : But to return to our purpoſe .

This Element is the Meuſtruum of the world ,
and ĩs divided into three ſorts, vi⁊ . pure, purer, and
moft pure . Ofthe moft pure ſubſtance of it the

Heavens are created , the purer is refolved into Air ,
bue the pure , plain , and groſs remains in its ſphere ,
and hy Divine appointmant , and operation of Na -

ture doth preferve and keep every thing that is fub -
til . Te makes one Globe together with the Earth :
it hach alſo its Center in the heare ofthe Sea : it
hath one Axel - ereeand Pole with the Earth , by
which all Courfes and Fountainsof Wåter iflue

forth , which afterward increafe and grow up into

great Riyers . By cheſe iſſuing forth of Waters che
Earthis preferved from burnings , and with this

moiſtning the nniverſal Seed is carried forth

through the Pores of the whole Earth , which

thing is cauled through hear and motion . Now
it is manifeft that all Courfes of Waters return in -
to the heart of the Sea ; bur whither afterward
they. runis nor known to every body . There be
{ ome that chink chac all Rivers , Water and Springs ,
which have theit Courfe into the Sca ; do’ proceed
from the Stars , Who , when they know no other rea -
fon why the Sea fhould not increaſe, and be fuller ,

by



q new Light of Alchymy .
realon of them . fay that thefe Waters areconfumed
in the heart of the Sea , But this Nature will nor
admit of , as we have ſhewed when we {pake ofthe
Rain . The Stars indeed caufe but do not generate
Water ; ſeeing nothing is generated butin its own
like ofthe fame fpecies : Now the Stars confift of
Fire and Air , how then fhould they generate Wa :

ters ? And if it - were fo, that fome Stars ( hould ge-
nerate Waters , then neceſſarily alfo muft other

generate Earth , and alfo others other Elements ;
becauſe chis fabrick of the World is ſo upheld by
che four Elements , that one may not exceed anothtt
in the leaſt particle , but they ftriveone with th
other in an equal ballance ; for otherwife if on
ſhould exceed che other , deſtruction would enſut
Yer let every one perfevere in - what opinion lt

pleaſe , it is thus fhewed to us by the light of Net

ture , that this Fabrick ofthe World is preferved
by chele four Elements , their equality being pro
portioned by the great God , and one doth not ex
ceed the other in its operation . Buat the Waren

upon the bafis of the Earth are contained as it wet
in fome veffel from the motion of the Ait , andtv
wards the Artick Pole are by it conftringed , be
caule there is no vacum or vacuity in the world “
for this caule is therein che Center of the Earth the

Fire of Hell , which the Archeus of Nature dot

govern , i
For in the beginning of the Creation of tht

World the great and good God outof the confu -
ſed Chaos ,in che firſt place exalted the quinteſſentt
of che Elements , & that is made the utmoſt bound
of all things : chen he lifted up the moſt pure ſab .

{tance of Fire above all things , to place his mSacre
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Sacred Majeſty in , and ſet and eſtabliſhed itin its

bound . In the Center of the Chaos ( by the good
pleaſure of Gods infinite Wifdom ) that Fire was

kindlľ ’ d,which afterward did diftil chofe moft pure
Waters . Burt becaufe now that moft pure Fire hath

obtained the place ofthe Firmament,together with

the Throne of che moft high God , the Waters are

condenfed under that Fire : and that they might
be more ftrongly fortified and fetled , the Fire that
is groſſer than the former was then raiſed ( chis by
means of the Central Fire ) and remained in the

{phere of Fireunder the Waters : and {o the Wa -

ters are congealed , and fhut up betwixt two Fires

in the Heavens . But that Central Fire never cea -

feth , buc diftilling more Waters , and thoſe leſs

pure did refolve them into Air , which alfo abides

under the {phere of Fire in its proper fphere,and 1s

enclofed by the Element ofEire , as with a ſure and

ftrong Foundation ; and as the Waters óf che Hea ~

vens cannot go beyond thar fuperceleftial Fire , fo

the Element of Fire cannot go beyond the Waters
of the Heavens , neither can the Air go beyond or
be exalted above the Element of Fire . As for the

Water and the Earth , they remained in one Globe ,
becauſe they have no place in the Air , except that

part of the Water which the Fire doth reſolve into

Air , for the daily fortifying of this Fabrick of the

World . For if there had been a vacuity in the

Air , then all the Waters had diftilled , and been

refolved into Air : but now the {phere ofthe Air

isfull , and is always filled through che diſtilling
Waters , by the continual Central Heat , fo that the

reft of the Waters are by the compreſſion of the
Air rolled round the Earth , and : withthe Earth

make
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make up the Center of the World ; and this ©
peration is performed daily , and fo alfo this world

is . fortified daily , and fhall for éver be naturally
prelerved from Corruption , unlefs it be the good

plealure of the moft high Greator ( whole Willis

abſolute ) that it ſhall be other wile . Becaufe that

Central Fire never ceafe : h to be kindled by theu
niverfal motion and influence of the heavenly Vir

tucs , and {o towarm the Waterss neither ( hall the

Waters ceaſe to be reſolved into Air : neither ſhal

the Air ceaſe to compreſs and keep ' down the refi -

duc of che Waters with the Earth , and {o to con -

tain them in the Center, that they may not be mo:

ved out of their Centers thus even ina nacar

manner this world ismade andcontinued through
the mighty Wildom of God ; and {o according to

the example of this it is neceſſary rhat all things in

the world be naturally made . We are willing to
diſcover to thee further this Creation of this Fa -

brick of the World , that thou maiſt know that

the four Elements have a natural ſympathy with
the fuperior, becaufe they. weremade out ofoneand
the . fame Chaos : but they are governed -by the

fuperior , asthe more worthy ; and from thence

came this obedience into chis ſublunary place . But

know that all chofe things were naturally found
out by the Philoſopher , as ſhall be ſheued in it

on place . Now to our purpofe conċerning thé

Courfes of Waters , and the Ebbing and Flowing
of the Sea, howi by the Polary Axel - tree they. are

carried from one Pole to another . There are two

Poles , the oneis Artick , and in that part thae is fu -

perior and Northern ; but the other Antartick un -
der che Earth , and in the Southern part .
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Artick Pole hath a magnetick virtue of attracting ,
but the Antartick Pole hath a magnetick virtue

of expelling , or driving : from : and this Nature

holds forth to us in the example of the Loadſtone .

The Artick Pole . therefore draws Waters by the

Axel- tree , which after they are entred in , break

forth again by the Axel - tresof che Antartick Pole :

and becauſe the Air doth not ſuffer an inequality ,
they are conſtrained to return to. the Artick Pole ,
their Center , and ſo continually to obſerve chis

Courſe . In which Courſe from the Artick Pole

tothe Antartick Pole by the middle , or Axel- tree
of the world , they are difper fed through the pores

of the Earth : and {o according to more or lefs do

Springs arife , and afterward meeting together in -

creaſe and become to be Rivers, and are again retur -

ned thither , from whence they. came out ; and

this ĩs unceſſantly done through che univerſal mo -

tion . Some ( as I ſaid before ) being ignorant of

the univerſal motion , and the operations of the

Poles ſay that theſe Waters are confumed in the
heart of rhe Sea , and generated by che Stars ,
which . produce and . generate no material thing
impreſſing only virtues and ſpiritual influences ,
whichcannot give any weight to things . Wa -

ters therefore are nor . generatedz , but know thar

they come forth . from the Center . of the Sea ,

through the pores of the Earth into : the whole

world . From theſe natural Concluſions or Prin -

tiples Philoſophers have found out divers inſtru -

ments, and conveyances of Waters , as alſo foun -

tains , ſince it is known that Waters cannot natu -

rally aſcend higher than that place is , from

whence chey come ; and unleſs it were ſo in Na -

ture ,
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ture , Art could never do it , becaufe Art imitates

Nature ; and thar which ' is not in Nature cannot

ſücceed by Art ; for Water , as I faid before , doth

not aſcend higher than the place from whence it

was tâken è thou haft for an example that inftrui

ment with which Wine is drained out of a Bar -

rel .

To conclude therefore ; know that Springs or

breakings forth of Water are nor generated of

Stars , but that they come from the Center of the

Sea , whither chey return , ańd that thus they ob-

ferve a continual motion . For if this were not fo

nothing at all either in the Earth or upon the

Earth could be generated yea the Ruin of the

World would of nećefity follow . Bue left it may !

be objected , that in the Sea all Waters are ſalt , and

that the Waters of Springs are [ Weet : Know that }
this is the reafon ; becaufe the Water diftils through
the pores of the Earth , and paling many mile |
through narrow places ; and through Sands , the

falc nefs being loft,is made fweet : After the exam -

pleof which Cifterns are found out . - There art

alfo in fome places greater and larger pores and

paſſages through which fale Water breaks through
where afterwards are made Salt Pits , and Foun -

tains , as at Halla in Germany . Alſo in ſome pla -
ces the V Vaters are conftringed with heat , and

the Salt is left in the Sands , but the VVater

fweats through other pores , asin Polonia , at Fie - |
licia and Bochia : So alfo when VVarters pals

|

through places that are hot , ſulphureous , and con -

tinually burning , they are made hor , from whence

Bathes arife : for there are in che bowels of the

Earth places in which Nature diftills and fepar |
rates
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rt imitate katesa ſulphureous Mine , where , by che
ure cannot Eire it is kindled . The WVaters AE . R
efore , doth , thefe burning places , according rothe neern ora| remotenefs are more or lefs hot , and fo breaks forth: Whenceit into the ſuperficies of the Earth , and retains thethar inftrus

ft of Sulphur , as all Broth doth of the Flelh that: of a Ba ta Ot Sulphur , 8
2

is boiled in it ; After the fame manner it is ,

Springs or when Water paſſing ae A m
nerared o Minerals , as Copper ; Allum, dot

|

<
Difi ali fehe Your of them, Such cherefore is che Diſtiller , cheP

Maker ofall things , in whofe hands is this Diſtil -shy
latory , according to the example of which all Di -vere nor f
ſtillations have been invented by Philoſophers ;

RE M
which thing the moft High God himſelf out of

uin of a

pity, without doubt , hath infpired into the Sonsleft ie m
ofMen : and he can , when it is his holy V Vill ,ire falsan
either extinguilh the Central Fire,or break the

Know char)
Veſſel , and then there willbe an endofall . But

ils chrougt fince his Goodnefs doth intend the bettering ofall
E

mi
things , he willar length exalt his moft facred Ma -aride y thi
jety , and raife up higher the pureft Fire ofall ,ehe exa
which is higher than the V Vaters of the Heavens

There art
which are above the Firmament , and will give it a

pores and
ftronger degree . of Heat then the Central Fire ,s through
that all the VVaters may be exhaled up into thend Foun -
Air , and the Earth be calcined , and {o the Fire ,; all the impurity being confumed , will make thehear » and
V Vaters of the purified Earth , being circulated in$ Vya the Air ,to be more ſubtil , and will ( if we may thus

Ay AUPA
peak in a way of Philofophy ) make a VVorldJarers pals mach more excellent .

s, and con -
Therefore ler all che Searchersof this Art know

om whent
chat the Earth and V Varer make one Globe , andvels of the
being together make all things , becaufe they areand fepr

)
:

tangiblerates

—
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tangible Elements ; in which the other two bein
hid do work . The Fire preferves the Earth , thá

it be not drowned , or diffolved : the Air prefetvä

the Firethat it be not extinguilhed : the V Va

preſerves the Earth that it be not burnt . Te fee

med good to us tø deſctibe theſe cthings , as condi :

cing to our purpoſe , chat the ſtudious maj know

in whac things the Foundations of the Elemen

conſiſt , and how Philoſophers have obſerved thei

contrary actings ; joining Eire with Earth , ani

Air with WVater : although When they woull

do any excellent ching ; they have boiled Fire 1

V Vater , confidering that one Blood is purer that
another , asa Teàr is purer than Urine . Ler tha

therefore fuffice which we have fpokens viz . tha

the Element of VVater is the Spei and Min

aeua
of the world , asalfo the Receptacle of th

Seed .
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