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q ne Light of alchymy,

OF THE

ELEMENT
WATER.

Ater 15 the heavieft Element, full of
uncétuous Flegm,and it is 2n Elemenc
more wordhy in its quality cthan che

Earth, wichout volatile , but wichin
fized, it iscold and moift, and tempered with che
Air: it is che Sperm of the world , in which che
Sced of all thingsis kepe : it is the keeper of che
Seed of every ching. Yer we muft know thacche
Sced is one thing, and the Sperm another : the
Earth is the recepracle of the Sperm, bur Water is
the recepracle of che Seed.  Whatloever the Air
doth diftil inco che Water, by means of che Fire,
the fame doth the Water convey to the Earth,
Sometimes the Sperm lacks {ufficieny of Seed, for
want of heac which thould digeft ic; for chereis
always plenty of Sperm, expeting Sced, which by
the imaginacion of Fire chrough the motion of the
Air it carries into its Matrix : and fometimes chere
being lack of Seed the Sperm enters, buc it goech
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forth again withou fruic : but of thismore at large
hereafter in the third Treatifcof Principles, ziz. in
thac of Salt. It happens fometimesin Narure, thar
the Sperm entersinto the Macrix with a {ufficiency
of Seed ; but the Marrix beipg indifpofed, by rea:
fon of being filled with offenfive, fulphureous and
flegmatick vapours,doch not conceive, neither doth
that come-to pafsthar fhould. Alfonothingis pros
petly in this Element, but only asit is wont to be
in the Sperm. It is delighted chiefly in its own
motion, which is made by the A ir, and it is aptto
mix withthings by reafon of its fupexficial,volarile
body. 1t is,as we (aid hefore, the recepgacle of all
manner of Seed & in itche Earthiis eafily purified
and refolved, and che Air is congealed in it, and s
joined with it radically. Icische Menftrunm of the
world,which penecranng the Air,by means of hegt,
draws along with ic felfa warm vapour, which
caufeth a natural Generation of chofe things,which
the Earch asa Matrix is impregnaced withal , and
when the Matrix receivesa due proportion of Seed;
of what kind fogver,it proceeds, and Nature works
withoutintermiffion to the end; but the remaining
moifture or Sperm falls to che fide, and by vertug
of the heat in the Earch is purrified (chat whichis
caft to the ide) and of chac afterwards are genera-
ted other things, as {mall Vermin, and Worms,
The Arrificer ofa quick Wit may indeed fc¢ in tlus
Element, as it were our of Sperm , divers wonders
of Warure; bue ic will be needful to rake that
Sperm, in which the Aftral Seed in a cerrain pros
ortion Isalready imagined, orconceived ; becaule
N produceth pure things by the
putretaction, but by the fecond far more pure
! worthy,
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worthy , and noble 3 as chou haft an example in
Wood, which is Vegetable, where in the firft
compoficion Nature maketh Wood but when that
is after maturity corrupred, it is putrified, and of
it worms are bred,and fuch kind of vermin as chey
are, which have both life and fighe, ¢ for it is ma-
nifeft chat a (enfible thing is always more worthy
than a vegerable ¢ for to the Organs of fenfible
ehings much more fubril and porer mateer isrequi-
r¢d = Bucco recurn to our purpofe,

This Element is the Meoftruum of the world,
and isdivided into three forts,viz. pure,purer,and
moft pare.  OFf the moft pure {ubflance of ie the
Heavens are created, the purer is refolved into Air,
bue the pure, plain, and grofs remainsin its {phere,
and by Divine appointmant, and operation of Na-
ture doch preferve and keep every thing thar is fub-
til. It makesone Globe together with che Barth ;
it hath alfo ies Cencer in the heare of the Sea : ir
hath one Axcl- rrceand Pole with the Earth, by
which all Courfes and Fountainsof Water iffue
forch, which afterward increafeand grow up into
great Rivers, By thele iffuing forth of Warers che
Earthiis preferved from burnings, and with chis
moiftning the nniverfal Seed is carried forth
through the Pores of the whole Earth, which
thing is cauled through hear and motion. Now
it is manifeft char all Courfes of Waters rerurn in-
to the heare of the Sea; bur whither afterward
they run is not known to every body. There be
fome chat chink thac all Rivers, Water and Springs,
which have theix Courfe into the Sca, do proceed
fromthe Starsswho, when they know no ocher rea-
fon why the Sea thould not increafe,and be fuller,
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realon of them. {ay thacthefe Warersareconfumed
inthe heart of the Sea.  Bur this Nacure will not
admicof, as we have thewed when we {pake of the
Rain, The Starsindeed caufe bur do not generae
Water 3, {eeing nothing is generaced but in its own
like of the fame {pecies : Now the Scars confift of
Fire and Air, how chen fhould chey generace Wa:
ters? And if it werefo, that fome Stars (hould ge-
nerate Waters , then neceflarily alfo muft oches
generate Earth, and alfo others other Elements;
becaufe this fabrick of the woild is fo upheld by
the four Elements,that one may not exceed anoth
in the lealt parricle, buc they ftrive one with
other in an equal ballance ; for otherwife if ont
fhould cxceed the other, deftru&ion would enfus
Yer let every one perfevere in what opinion ht
pleale, itischus thewed o us by the light of Ne!
ture, thac this Fabrick of che World is preferved
by thele four Elements, their equality being pro
poruoned by the greac God, and one doth not e
ceed che-other in 1ts operation.  Buc the Wates
upon the bafis of the Earch are concained as ic wet
1 fome veflel from the motion of the Airy and o
wards the Arrick Pole are by it conftringed , be

caule there is no wacsum, or vacuiry in the world:®

for thiscaule is there in the Center of the Farchiht
Fire of Hell, which the Archeus of Nacure doth
govern.

For in the beginning of the Creation of the
World the great and good God outof the confu:
fed Chaos,in che firft place exalred che quinceffead
of che Elemencs, & thac is made the utmoft bound
of allthings : then he lifted up the moft pure fab
ftance of Fire above all things, to place his mof
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Sacred Majefty in,and fecand cltablithed icin its
bound. Inthe Center of the Chaos (by the good
pleafure of Gods infinice Wifdom) thac Fire was
kindl'd,which afterward did diftil chofe moft pure
Waters. Butbecaufe now that moft pure Fire hath
obrained che place of the Firmament,together with
the Throne of che moft high God, the Waters are
condenfed under that Fire: and chac they mighe
be more ftrongly fortified and fetled, the Firechat
1s grofler than the former was then raifed (chisby
means of the Central Fire) and remained in the
fphere of Fireunder the Waters : and {o the Wa-
ters are congealed, and fhut up betwixt two Fires
in the Heavens. ~ Buc thar Cencral Fire never cea-
fech, buc diftilling more Waters, and thofe lefs
pure did relolve them into Air, whichalfo abides
under che {phere of Fire in its proper {phere,and 1s
enclofed by the Element of Fire, as witha fure and
ftrong Foundation ; and asthe Waters of the Hea=
vens cannot go beyond that fuperceleftial Fire, {o
the Elemenc of Fire cannot go beyond the Waters
of the Heavens, neither can the Air go beyond or
be exalied above the Element of Fire,  Asfor the
Water and the Earth,they remained in one Globe,
becaufe they have no place in the Air, except that
part of the Water which the Fire doch refolve into
Air, for the daily fortifying of this Fabrick of the
World.  For if there had been a vacuity in the
Airythen all the Wacers had diftilled, and been
refolved into Air = butnow the {phere of che Ait
isfull, and is always filled chrough the diftilling
Waters, by the continual Central Heat, {o that the
reft of the Waters are by che compreffion of the
Airrolled round the Earth, and. wichthe Earch

make
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make up the Cencer of the World ; and this 0" Attick Pol
peration is performed daily, and {o alfochis world® but the A
15. forcified daily, and (hall for ever be uatura]ly, of expelling
preferved from Corruption, unlefs it be the good” holds forth
plealure of the moft high Creator (‘whofe Willis  The Arricl
ablolute) that it fhall be otherwife, Becaufechat Axel-tree,
Central Fire never ceafe:h to be kindled by thews  forth again
niverfal morion and influence of the heavenly Vi and becauf
tucs, and (o cowarm the Waters; neither thallche  they are cor
Watersceafe to be relolved into Air: neicher thall  their Cent
the Air ceafeco comprels and keep down therefis . Courfe.
duc of che Waters with the Earth, and fo to con=  tothe Ang:
tain them in the Center,thac chey may not be mo: . of the worl
ved out of their Center s thus even in a nacural . of the Eart
manner this world ismade and continued through = Springsari
the mighty Wifdom of God 3 and fo accordingro ~ creale and
the example of this ic is neceflary that all thingsia ) ned thiche
the world be naturally made, We are willingto | This 15 unce
difcover to thee furcher chis Creation of chis Fa | tion.  Sor
brick of the World, that thou maift know tha the univerf
the four Elements have a natural fympathy with | Poles fay
the {uperior, becaufe they were madeouc of oneand |  heart of ¢
the fame Chaos: but they are governed by dhe | Which pro
fuperior, as the more worthy ; and from chence ““R"':mﬂg
camethisobedience into this {ublunary place. Buc “’h}Ch can
know chat all thofe thingswere narurally found | terstherek
out by the Philofopher, a5 (hall be fhewed in it | they come
own place. . Now to our purpofe concerning the through ¢
Courfes of Waters, and the Ebbing and Flowing world. ]
of the Sea, how by the Polary Axel-tree chey are ciples Phil
carried fromone Pole to another. There arctwo ! MDENts; an
Poles, the one is Artick, and in that parc chacis fu- tains, finc

J
1
|
(

perior and Norchern, bur the other Ancarcick un- rally afce
der che Earth, and in the Southern parc.  The | whence
Axtick !

BLB BADISCHE ié
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK BadenWiirttemberg



2.

3 ity —
R

q Meto Lisht of Alchymy,

d this @' Artick Pole hach a magnetick virtue of attracting,

chis world
namral[y’=
- the good
ofe Whllis
caufe chat
by theu
renly Vir:
r {hall che
icther (hall
1 the refis
{o to cone
ot be mo:
a nacural
1 through
ording o

thingsin )

willing to
" chis Far
now that
thy with
foneand
d by che
m thenee
ace. But
ly found
jed in 1S
ning chie
Flowing |
they are

> are (wo !

hac 1s fu-
-tick un-
c.  The

Artick

)

BADISCHE
200 | ANDESBIBLIOTHEK

but the Antartick Pole hach a magnetick virtue
of expelling, or driving from : and this Nature
holds forth to usin the example of the Loadftone.
The Artick Pole therefore draws Waters by the
Axcl-tree, which after they are encred in, break
forth again by the Axel-tre of che Antartick Pole:
and becaufe the Air doth noc fuffer an inequality,
they are conftrained to return to the Artick Pole,
their Center, and fo continually to obferve chis
Coutfe. In which Courfe from the Arcick Pole
tothe Aniarcick Pole by the middle, or Axel-tree
of the world, they are difperfed chrough the pores
of the Earth 5 and {o according to more or lels do
Springsarife, and afcerward meeting together in-
creafe and become to be Rivers,and areagain retur-
ned cthither , from whence they came out ; and
this is unceflancly done through the univerfal me-
tion, Some (as I faid before) being ignorant of
the univerfal motion, and the operations of the
Poles fay that thefe Waters are confumed in the
heart of the Sea, and generated by che Stars,
which produce and generate no material thing,
impreffing only virewes and fpiricnal influences ,
whichcannot give any weight to things. Wa-

ters therefore are nor generated; but know thar

they come forth from the Center of the Sea,

throngh the pores of the Earth into the whole

world.  From thefe natural Conclufions or Prin=

aples Philofophers have found out divers inftru-

ments, and conveyarices of Waters, as allo foun-

tains, fince ic1s known thac Waters. cannot matu=

rally afcend higher than that place is, from

whence they come 3 and wnlefs it were foin Na-

chite,
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rel.

To conclude therefore ; know thac Springs o
breakings forth of Water are not generated of
Stars, but that they come from the Center of the
Sea, whither chey return, arid that thus they ob-
ferve a continnal morion. For if this were not fo,
nothing at all either in the Earch or upon th
Earth could be generated 5 yea the Ruin of the
World would of necefficy follow. Buc left it may |
be obje@ted, thatin the Sea all Waters are fale;and
thac the Waters of Springs are fweet : Know thut )
this is the reafon,becaufe the Water diftils through |
the pores of the Earth , and paffing many mils |
through narrow places; and through Sands , the §
falcnefs being loft,is made {weer: After the exam-
pleof which Cifterns are found out. There art
alfoin fome places greater and larger pores and
paflageschrough which falt Water breaks throughs
where afterwards are made Salc Pits, and Foun-
tains, asat Halla in Germany.
ces the VVarers are conftringed wich hear , and
the Salc is lefc in the Sands, butthe VVater
fweats chrough ocher pores, as in Polonia, at Mie- |
licia and Bochia: So allo when VVarers pals !
through places thac are hot, fulphureous, and con-
tinually burning, they are made hot, from whenct
Bathes arife: for there are in the bowels of the
Earch places in which Nawre diftills and feps §

q neto Light of Alchymy,

|
ture, Art could never do ir, becaufe Arc imitate
Nature; and char which is not i Nature canno
fdcceed by Arr; for Water, as I {aid before, doth
not afeend higher chan che place from whenceie
was taken ¢ thou haft for an example chat inftre
ment with which Wine is drained out of a Bar.
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ratesa fulphureous Mine, where, by the Central
Fire it is kindled. The V' Varersrunning through
thefe burning places, according ro the neernefls or
remotenels are more or lefshor, and fo breaks forch
into the {uperficies of the Earth, and retains the
taft of Sulphur, as all Broth doth of the Fleth chac
15 boiled 1n ic;  Afeer the fame manner it is,
when VVater paffing through places where are
Minerals, as Copper, Allum, doth acquire the fa=
vour of them.  Such cherefore is the Diftiller, che
Maker of all things, in whofe hands is chis Diftil-
latory, according to the example of which all Di-
ftillations have been invented by Philofophers ;
which thing the moft High God himfelf ouc of
pity, without doubr, hath inf{pired into the Sons
of Men ¢ and he can, when ic is his holy VVill,,
either excinguith the Central Fire, or break the
Veflel, and then there willbe an end ofall.  Bue
fince his Goodnefs doth intend che beceering of all
things, he will at length exale his moft facred Ma-
jefty , and raife up higher che purcft Fireofall,
which is higher than the VVaters of the Heavens
which are above the Firmamenc,and will give it @
ftronger degree of Heat then the Cenrral Fire,
that all the V'Vaters may be exhaled up into the
Air, and the Earth be calcined, and o the Fire,
all the impurity being confumed, will make che
VVaters of the purified Earch, being circulaced in
the Air,to be more (ubtil,and will(if we may thus
fpeak in a way of Philofophy) make a VVorld
mach more excellent.

Theiefore lerall che Searchers of this Art know
thae the Farthand VVacer make one Globe, and
being togecher make all things, becaufe they are

k1
tangble
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tangible Elements, in which the other two being

hid do work. The Fire prefetves the Earch, thif

it be not drowned, or diffolved : the Air prefetvs

the Firectharic be not extinguifhed: the V Vau

preferves the Earth cha ic be not burnt. It fee

med good to us to defcribe ¢hefe things; as condt ]

cing to our purpofe; that the ftudions may knom

in what things the Foundations of the Elemen

confift, and how Philo{ophiers have obferved chei

contrary aftings; joining Fire with Earth , and

Air with VVater: although when they would

do any excellent ching 4 they have boiled Fire i

V Vater, confidering that one Blood 1s purer thiat

another, as a Tear 1s purer chan Urine. Let th

therefore fuffice which we have {poken, iz tha

the Element of VVater is the Spern and Mén

firuum of the world, asalfo dhe Recepeacke of i
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