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SULPHUR:
JHe Philcfophers have not undeferved-
Iy placed Sulphur in the firft place
amongft thethree Principles, as be-
ing the moft worthy Principle, inthé
knowledge of which che whole Are
confiftss  Now there is a threefold . Sulphur; and
thac s to be chofen above the reft : a Sulphur ting~
ing; ot colouring : a Sulphur congealing Mercus
1y + che third is effential, and ripening. Of which
we ought to freat {erioufly 5 but becaule we have
fec forch oneof the Prindbles by way of Dhas
logue, foalfo we hall concludeche reft, lelt we
fhould feem to be partial; and detratt from eicher
of them. Sulphur is more mature then any of
the other Principles; and Mercury is not coagnla-
ted but by Sulphur therefore our whole opera-
tion inthis Arc is noching elfe burto know how
to draw forch thac Sulphur out of Meals, by
which our Argenc vivein the bowels of the Earth
is congealed into Goldy and Silver : which Sul-
phur indeed isin this work in ftead of the Maley
bur the Mercury in ftead of che Female. Of che
compofition, and a&ing of theletwo are gencraced
the Mercuries of Philofophers
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We told youin the Dialogue of Mercury with | there
the Alchymift, of an Aflembly of Alchymifts o it
that were met together to confult out of what it fel
Matcer, and how the Philefophers Stone is to be {hels
made, and how thatby the misfortune of a tem- boue
pelk they were withoutany conclufion difpexfed al- colts
moft through the whole World. - For chere arofe Wi |
a ftrong_tempeft, and very great Wind, which BVer
difperfed them all abroad, and fo blowed through hiéw
{ome of their Heads, chac cill this rime they cAfiY that
not yet recover chemfelves, by means of which thing
divers {orts of Worms are bred in their brains fell ¢
Now there were amongft them Men of divers o
opinions; and conditionsy and among the reft ching
there was this Alchymuft , which in this Treatile 1y fu
T (hall difcour(e of : he was otherwife a good Min
Man ;buc withouc a conclafion, or unrefolveds ) of B
alfo of the number of thofe who propound w “Herk
themfelves to find out the Philofophers Stone cafus of V
ally, and he was Companion to that Philofophet ter
who difputed with Mercury. Now this man dive
faid , If it had heen my fortune o have {poke Atti
wich Mercury , I{hould have fithed him dryin and
few words; thacother, faith he, was a foole, he Beat
knew not how to proceed with him. Mercuryin- for t
deed never plealed me, neither indeed do I chink feed
there is any good in it : but Tapprove of Sulphur you
becaufe at tharmecting we difcourfed moft excele: . Wh
lencly of it 2 if that tempeft had noc difturbed us, ing,
we had concladed that that had beenthe fir ft Mar- Ven
ter, for 1 am not wont to trouble my felf with and
light and trivial marcters, my Head is full of pro- thin
tound Imaginations, And (o being full of confi= kin
dence he refolves to work in Sulphur , he began the

: : therefore !
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therefore to diftil it, co fublime, calcine, co fix ir,
to make Oyl per Campanam of it, fomerimes by
i {elf, and fometimes with Cryftals , and Egg-
{hels , and he tryed divers other Operations a-
boutic ¢ and when he had {pent much time and
cofts, and could find nothing to his purpofe, he
was fad,and being it a miferable perplexicy pafled
over many nights withotr fleep; allo oftentimes
he went forch out of the City, to beholdichings,
that he might the more conveniently devife fome-
thing that was certain in his operacion ¢ Now It
fell ont upon a time, as he wis walking up and
down , he fell into an extafie with beholding of
things, and came unto a cereain green Wood, ve-
vy full of all manner of chings ; in which were
Mines of all Minerals and Metals, and all Kinds
of Beafts and Birds, and abundance of Trees,
Herbs,and Fruit: therealfo were divers Conduits
of Water ; forin thofe places there was no Wa-
ter to be had, but what was broughe chither by
divers Tnftruments and Pipes, and chis by divets
Artificers from divers places: thac was che chieft{t;
and clearer than the reft, which was drawn'by che
Beams of che Moon 3 and chis was procured only
fot the Nymph of the Wood. ~ There alfo did
feed Bullsand Rams, and che Shepherds weretwo
young men, whom the Alchymft asking, faid
Whofe Wood is this ? whom they anfwered, fay-
ing, This is the Wood and Garde of our Nymph
Venss. The Alchymift walksup and down init s
and che place pleafed him well,bur yet he did (il
thirik of his Sulphur ; and (o being weary of wal~
king, and in a fad condition fate by the fide of

the Channel, usider a cereain Tree, and bégan @
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fament moft miferably, bewailing his Time and |}

Charges which he fpent in vain wich operating,, contr:
(hecould not el(e have deceived others, bur have obey :
damnified himfelf only) and faid, What is this? | put h
all men fay itisa thing common,of fmall eftcem, feet |

ealie, and I'am a learned man,& 1 cannot find out that
this wretched Stone.  And fo 1n his lamentation {houl
he began to curfe Sulphur, becaufe he had {pent this 1
fo much coft and fabour in vain upon him: and Moth
Sulphur alfo was in that. Wood, bur this was un- he be
known ro the Alchymift. Whillt he was thus The |
lamenting he heard this- Voice as it were of fome hence
old man : Friend, Why dcft thou curfe Sulphur ? of lal
The Alchymift looked every way round about thac |
him, and {eeing no body, was afraid. ~ Buc that of th
Voice {aid to him again, Friend , why art thou fo who
{ad 2 The Alchymift caking courage faid, Sir, Iam
The hungry man is always thinking upon Bread, 7 my |
fo.do I alwaysupon the Philofophers Stone, oz, kepe
And why doft thou curfe Sulphur 2. 4lch. Sir, kepe
X believed char thac was the firft Matrer of che aAlci
Philofophers Stone , and thercfore in working Vox,
upon it many years, I {pent much, and could nor him.
find that Stone.  7oa. Friend,truly I know chat the
Sulphur is the true and principal, Subject of the of al
‘ Philofophers Stone, but I know not thee, nor ter,
any thing of thy labour and intention : thon deft derft
withour caufe curfe Sulphur ;- becaufe he is in Flow
cruel prifons, and cannor be at hand to every be- them
dy ; leeing he s put bound in a moft dark dun- he 1s
geony and goes not forth, but whither his Kcepers ,  Cole
carry bim, ~ dlch. And why 15 he imprifoned ? mak
Vox, Becaufehe would be obedient to every Al and’
chymift , and do what they would have him, acco)
e : contrary & Weig
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contrary to his Mothers will, who forbad him o
obey any, buc fuch as knew her, wherefore (he
puc him into Prifon , and commanded chac his
feec (hould be bound , and fer Keepers over him,
that without their knowledg and pleafure he
thould go no whither, Afh. O wrerch ! for
this reafon he could not come to me: truly. his
Mother doch him greac wrong: and when {hall
he be ler out of thofe Prifons? Pox, O friend !
The Sulphur of Philofophers cannotr go forth
hence bur in a long time, and with a great deal
of labour.,  Aich. Six! And who be his Keepers
that keep him ? P, Friend ! His Kecpers are
of che fame ftock, buc Tyrants.' Alch. And
who arc thou, and how art thou called? Poa.
Iam Judg and Governonr of the Prifons, and
my Name is Satwrn. . Alch. Then Sulphur is
kept in thy Prifonss  Pox. Sulphur indeed is
kepc inmy Piifons, buthe hath other Keepers.
aAlch. And what doth he do in the Prifons?
Vo, He doth whatloever his Keepers will have
him. Alch, And what can he do 2 Pex, Heis
the maker of achoufand chings, and is cheheart
of all things ; he knows how to make Metals bee-
ter, and corrects Minerals, teachech Animals un-
derftanding, knows how to make all kind of
Flowers in Hetbs, and Trees, and is chict over
them, corrupes che Air , which heamends again:
he isthe Maker of all Odours, and Painter of all
Colours, ~Alch, Qut of what Marter doth’ he
make Flowers ? Pox, His Keepers afford Mateer,
and Veefels, buc Sulphur digefts che Maccer, and
according to the variety of his digeftion, and
weight, various Flowers, and Odours are prodn-

K 3 ced.
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ced. edlch, Isheold? Pox, Friend, Know that
Sulphur is the verue of all things, and is the fe-
cond by birth, but yer older chen all things,
ftronger, and more worthy, yet an obedient
child.  Alch. Sir, How ishe known? Pox, Di.
vers ways, but beft by the Srate of the Vieals in
Animals , by the colour in Metals, by the odour
in Vegetables : without him his Mother works
nothing. . Alch, Ts hethe {ole Heir, or hath he
Brethren ? Pox, His Mother hath but only one
Son like him, hisother Brethren are affociared
with evil things, he hath a Sifter which he loves,
and is again beloved by her, for fhe isas it werea
Mother to him, Alch, Sir, is he every where unis
form? Pox, According ro his Nature, buc heis
changed in the Prifons; yet his heare is always
pure, buc his Garments are flained. _4lch: Sir,
Washe ever at Liberty ? Pox, Yea, efpecially in
thofe times when there were fuch wife Men, be-
twixe whom, and his Mother there was great fa-
miliarity and fricadthip, A4leh. And who were
they ? Vay, There were very many: There was
Hermesy who wasas it were one with his Mocher :
afcer him were many Kings, and Princes, as allo
many other wife men, in ages (ince, as 4riffotle,
Avicen, &c. who fechimac liberey : Thefe knew
how to unloofe hisbonds. Alch. Sir, whatdid
hegive them for fetting him ac Liberty ? 7ox, He
gave them chree Kingdoms: for when any doth
unbind him, and releafe him, then he overcomes
his Keepers, which before did govern in hisKings
dome, and delivers them being bound to him
that relealed him , for to be his Subje@s, and
gives him their Kingdomes to poffels s buc that
S which
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which is more’s in his Kingdom s a Looking-
olafs, in which s feen che whole World. Who-
foever looks in chis Glafs may (ce, and learn inic
three. parts of the wildom of the whole World,
and {o fhall become very wide in thefe threeKing-
doms; fuch weie Ariffotle, Avicen,and many
others, who as wellas they before chem, faw in
this Glafs how the World was made: By this
they learned what were the influencesof the Ce-
leftial verruesupon inferiour Bodies, and how
Nature by the weight of Fire compoundsthings ;
a5 alfo the motion of the Sun, and Moon : efpe-
cially tha univet(al motion , by which his Mother
isgoverned ; by thisthey knew the degrees of heat,
cold, moifture, drynefs, and the vertues of Herbs,
and indeed of all things, whence they became
moft-excellent Phyficians. And traly, unlefs a
Phiyfician be fuch an oneas knows,why this Herb,
ox that, is hot, dry,or moift in cthis degree, not ouc
of the Books of Galen, or Avicens but out of the
original of Natuie, from whence theyallo un-
derftood chefe chings » he cannoc be a well groun-
ded Phyfitian, ~ All thefe chingschey diligendly
confidered , and bequeathed their Writings ta
their Succeffors, that men mighe be Gured up to
Studies of a higher Nacure , and learn how to {et
Sulphur ac libercy, and unloofe his bonds : bur
Men of this age take cheir Writings for a fufficienc
ground, and auchority, and {eck no furcher; and
it fufficech chem if chey know how to fay, fo faich
eAriftatle, or, chus faith Galen, eAlch. And
whar fay you, Sit, can an Herb be known withoue
an Herbal 2 P ax, Thole ancient Philofophers

wrote their Receipts out of thevery Founrain of
K 4 Narure.
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Nature. Alch. How Sit> Pox, Know that all
thingsin the Earth, and upon che Earth, arege-
nerated, and produced of three Principles; fome-
times of two, to which che third is joined ¢ he
thereforethac knows thefe chree Principles ; and
the weight of chem , how Nature joyns them ro-
gether, may be-cafily able by decodtion to un-
derftand chedegree of Firein che Subje&, whe-
ther well, or illy or indifferently decocted , and
that aceording to more or lefs : Foy all Vegetable
things are known by thefe, who know the three
Principles, ' Aleh: And how is this dene » Vox,
By fight, taft, and fmell 5 inand from chefe three
Senfes aregachered the three Principles of things,
and the degrees of cheir digeftions, 4lch, Sir,
They fay chae Sulphur isa Medicine, Vox, Yea,
and the Phyfitian himf(elf, and to them thar fet
him free from Prifon | by way of ‘thankfulnefs he
gwes his Blood for a Medicine.  _4/gh. Sir, the
univerfal Medicine being had, how long may a
Man preferve himfelf from deach ? Vox, Even
rothe term of deach : bue thisMedicine muft te
taken caucioufly , for many wife men have been
deftroyed by it before cheir time.  _glch. And
whacfay you Sir, Is ir poifon? Pox, Haft not
thou heard that a preac Fire will deftroy 4 licdle
one ? There were many Philofophers, which re-
ceived the Art from other mens experience, which

did not {o throughly fearch

full, fubciler.che Medicine

wore mans Body, Aleh.
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wled ? Pox, Te muft be {o ufed, chac it may
{trengthen the Nacural hear, but not overcome it.
Alch. Siry Tknow how to make fuch a Medicine.
Vox, Thouare happy if thondoft know. For
the blood of that Sulphuris thac intrinfecal vertue
and ficcity chacturns, and congeals Quick-filver,
and all Metals into Gold, and Mens Bodies into
health. A4/ch, Sit T know how to make oyl ef
Sulphur, which is prepared wich calcined Cry=
ftals ; I know alfo another, which isdoneby a
Bell.  #ox, Cercainly then thou art a Philofo-
pher of that Affembly; for chou doft under-
ftand, and expound my words aright, as alfo,
unle(s T am deceived, " of all the Philofophers.
Alch. Sir, is not this oyl the blood of Sulphur?
Pox, O Friend! the blecod of Sulphur is not
given to any bur to thofe, who know how to fec
him free from Prifon. ~Alch. Siry doth Sulphur
know any thing in the Metals? Vox, I told thee,
that he knowsall chings, and efpecially in Metals,
buchis Keepers know that there he could be eafily
fec at liberry , wherefore they keep him there
bound fatt in moft ftrong Prifons, fo that he
eannot breath, and they are afraid left he (hould
come into the Kings Palace.  Alch. Is he impri-
foned fo in all Metalls ? Pox, In all; buc not
alike, in fome not fo frickly. Aleh. Sir, and
why in Metals in {uch a tyrannical manner? Pox.
Becanfe he would ftand 1n awe of them no long-
er, when he (hall once come tohis Kingly Pa-

laces, for then hecan be feeny and look freely

out of the windows ; becaufe there he isin his
proper Kingdom, alchough not yetashe defires.
Alch, Sir, and what doth he eac ? Fox, Hismeat

is
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is Wind, when he isar liberey, ic is decoQed 3
but in Prifon he is conftrained to eatic raw. Alch.
Sir, Can thofe enmities berwixe him and his Keepr
ers bereconciled ? 7%, Yes, if any one were fo
wile.  dlch. Why doth not he treac with chem
concerning a pacification? Pox, That hecannot
do by himfelf, becanfe prefently he waxeth hot
with anger, and rage. 4ich. Let himdo it bya
Commiffioner. #ex, Cerrainly he would be the
moft happy Man ia the World , and worchy of
eternal memory , who could tell how to make
peace betwixt them ; bue this no man can do but
he thar is very wife, and can agree wich his Mo-
ther, and have co-incelligence with her s for if
they were Friends , one would not hinder the o-
ther, but joining their forces together would
make things immortal. Truly he thae would re-
concile them together would be a man worthy to
be conlecrated to ecernity. 4lch, Sir, I will com-
pofe thofe differences berwixt them, and free him,
I amin other matters a manvery learned, and
wife: Befides, I am very good ar operatians.
Fox, Friead, I (eetruly that thou arc big enough
and thou hafta grear Head, buc I know not whe-
ther thou canft do thofc thingsor ne, Alch. Sir,

Perhaps thou art ignorant of what the Alchymifts -

know , inmatcer of treaty they have alwayes che
beteer of it, and truly I am nor the laft , {o that
his enemics will bue treac wich me , if they will
ereat 5, affure your felf thar they will have che
worft. Sir, believe me, the Alchymifts know how
to treat, if chey only will buc ereat wich me,.
Sulphur fhall prefently be ac liberty. Pox, I
like your judgment well, Thear chat you are ap-
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provedof.  Alch. Sir, Tell me if chis be the true
Sulphur of the Philofophers? #ox, This rraly is
Sulphur , but whetherit be the Philo(opher, that
belongs to thee to know. I have faid enough to
thee concerning Sulphur.  Aleb. Sir, If I can
find his Prifons, {hall Ibeable 1o fechim at li-
berey 2 Fox, If thou knoweft well , choufhal: 5
for it is cafier to free him then find chem.  Alch.
Sit, 1 befeech thee tell me bue this, if I find
him , {hall I make che Philofophers ftoneof him?
Voxy O Friend ! Iris notfor meto judge, do
thou look to thar, yecif chou knoweft his Mo-
ther , and followeft her, Sulphurbeing atliber-
ty, the Stone is achand, Alch. Siry in what
Subjeét is this Sulphur ? Vox, Know for cerrasn
that this Sulphur is of greac vertue ;5 his Mine are
all things in the World 5 for he is in Merals,
Herbs, Trees, Animals, Stones, and Minerals,
Alch. And what Devilisable to find him out ly»
ing hid amongft fo many things, and Subjects 2
Tell me che matter out of which the Philofophers
take him. #ox, Friend, thou comeft too neery
yer thac Lmay fauisfie thee , know thar Sulphur -
isevery where , buc (he hath fome cerrain Pala-
ces, where {he is wont to give audience to the
Philofophers 3 bur the Philofophers adore him
{wimming in hisown {ea, and playing wich Vul-
cang when the Philofophers go to him unknown
in hisvile garmencs. . Alch, Siv, in the Sea, why
then is he not mine, fince he ishid bere {o neer?
Pox, I told thee thar his Keepers put him mto
- moft dark Prifons, left chon {heuldft fee him
for heisin one fubjeét alone, bucif thou haft
ot found him ac home , thow wile fcarce find
: him
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know al
himin Woods. But do not thou defpare in find: perithed
ing of him out: I cellthee ofa truch, that heisin afide hi
Gold, and Silver moft perfect, buc in Argent| leaped i
vive moft ealy, Alch. Sir, I wonld very wil ' freechec
lingly make the Philofophers Stone.  #ox. Thou ling to

defireft -a good thing , Sulphur alfo would wil: {elf toh
lingly be out of bonds. Andfo Saturs departed®¥  “fief che
Now a deep fleep feafed uponthe Alchymift, be- = shove th
ing weary , and thereappeared to him this Vi us, for
fion , He faw in that Wood a fountain full o thefe bo
Water, abour which walked Sal, and Sulphur, = _gich, T
contending one with the other, until ac laft chey again 2

began to fight; and Sal gave Sulphur anincurable = yhen ¢
wound, outof which wound, in ftead of blood, through
there came out Warer, asit were moft white milk, this Pro
and it became tobe a great River. Thenour of | Whar f]
that Wood came forth- Dianz 2 moft beauriful ! Here we

Virgin, who beganto wath her (eIf in that Ri* = and Ter

ver : whom a certain Prince, 2 moft ftout man Alchym
(and greater then his fervanes) paffing by, and = Sulphur
fecing, began toadmire ac herbeauty; and be- ny Alch
canfe the wasof a like Nature withhim, he be- | Sulphus
came enamoured wich her, which when the per- Sulphur
ceived , (he wasinflamed wich love cowards him. they diy
Whereforeas it were falling inco a fwoun fhe be- the Alcl
gan to be drowned : which that Prince feeing, and fo ¢
commanded his Servants to help her ; but chey 8an o -
were all afraid to go to the River; to whom they d
the Prince faid , Why 'do you not help Dians Alchyn
that Virgin? To whom they replyed, Sir, this is it wi
Riverisindeed lictle, and asic were dryed up, but ny wo
moft dangerous: Once upon atime we were wil- believe
ling to go into it without thy knowledg , and we I befe
hardly efcaped the danger of ecernal death Jk We M
fow
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know alfo that others that were onr predeceflors
perithed in ir, ~ Theache Prince himfelf laying
afide his thick Mantle , even as he was armed,
leaped into the River, and to help fair Diana he
ftretched forth hishand: to her ; whobeing wila
ling to fave her felf , drewallo the Punce him-
{elf o her , and fo were both drowned. A lictle
after their Souls came out of the River , flying
above the River , and faid, Tt was well done of
us, for elfewe could not have been freed from
thofe bodies which are polluted , and ftained.
Aleh, Butdo you ever return into thofe Bodies
again 2 Anime, Notinto fuch filthy bodies , buc
when they be purged , and this River fhall be
throughly dryed up by the heac of the Sun, and
this Province {hall be often tried by che Air, Alch.
What fhall you do in the mean rime. = o Anim.
Here we (hall fly upon the River till thofe Clouds
and Tempefts (hall ceafe. In the mean time the
Alchymift fell intoa more defired dream of, his
Sulphur ; and behold there appeared to him ma-
ny Alchymifts coming to. chat place to feek afcer
Sulphur, and when they found the carcafe of chat
Sulphur which was{lain by Sal, by the Founcain,
they divided it amongft themfelves: which: when
the Alchymift faw he al{otook a part with them 3
and fo every one of them recurned home, and be-
ganto work in thar Sulphur, and ull chis day
they do not give over. = Bur Satwrn meers chis
Alchymift, and faich co him, Friend, how
15 it wich thee 2 Alch. OSir, 1 have {cen mas
ny wonderful things, my Wife would fcarce
believe them ; now alfo I have found Sulphur,
I befeech you Sir help, lec us make the

P Philcfo-
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Philofophers Stone. = Satwrnus. With all m’ chenp
heare, my Friend, make ready chen Argent-viv, accorc
and Sulphur , and give hither a Glals. eAld all th
Sir, have nothing to do with Mercury , forheii  lofoph
saught , he hach deluded my Companion 5 aif true tl
many others. Sat. Wichout argent-vive, in whol being
Kingdom' Sulphur isthe King, the Philofophen behols
have done nothing, neither doT know whatn burne
dowithourir.  dlch. Sir, lec nsmake itof Sob  room
phur alone.  Sat. Well then, my friend, buti.  theGl
will fucceed accordingly. Then they rook th and w
Sulphur , which the Alchymift fourd, and thy The

did what the Alchymift would havedone, thy dream
began to work diverswayes, and to make experl which
mentsof Sulphur in divers ftrange kind of Far, 32y
naces ; which the Alchymift had : bucin the con: anlcl:
clifion of every operation there was brouglt) nothis
forch nothing bur Matches, fuch asold wom Matct
ufually fell to light Candles withal. Then the becam

began a new work, and fublimed, and calcined.  Stone
Sulphur according ro the Alchymifts pleafurt; K_‘d?f
ind ¢

bur in whatway foever they worked it, ic fuccee
ded as before, for {Hll chey made nothing bu moft

Matches; then faid che Alchymift co Sacum, whict
Truly Sir, T fecic will not fucceed according themf
atios

my fancy , I beleech thee do thou work alone, :
what chou knoweft. Then Saturn faid, {ee chen, RESl
and learn. He then took two Mercuries of 4

differing fubftance, buc of one original, which Sot
Satdrn walhed in his own urine , and called chen Weay
Sulphurs of Sulphurs, and mixed the fized widt  the A
the volatile , and che compofition being made,, he  Other
pue itinto its proper veflel, and left the Sulphut :]}_‘:’;11

[IIEY 2

thould fly away 5 he fec a keeper over him , an
% then
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ch all m’ thenpuchim into a bath of 2 moft gentle hear,
Argent-viw,  according as che marter required, and he made
(s. el  allthings very well. Then they made the Phi-
y, forhej  lofophers Stone, becaufe of the true mater a
anion , anf trize thing muft needs be made. The Alchymift
ve, inwhol  being very glad took the Stone with che Glafs, and
Philofophes.  beholding the colour thereof, which was like
ow whatn  burntBlood ; he wasamazed, and by reafon of
e icof Sul too much joy hebegan to léap , inwhich leaping
end, burik  theGlafs fellout of his hands npon the ground,
ey took thi and wasbrokens  And fo Saturn vanithed away.
i, and thy,  The Alchymift allo being awaked out of his
done, thy  dream, found nethinginhis hands bur Marches
nake experi:.  Which he made of Brimftone : butthe Stone flew
ind of Fur.  away, and dothftill fly ; whence icis called Vos
cinthecor.  latiles and fo thac miferable Alchymift learned
ras brouglt) nothing elle by thac Vifion but how to miake
old ‘womes.  Matches : who afterwvards laying afide the Stone,
Thenthg, became tobea Phyfitian; by fearching after the
nd calcined.  Stoneof the Philofophershe got the Stone of the
ts pleafure; Kidneys. Laft of all he led fuch a life, as fuch
t, 1t fuccee kind of Alchymiftsare wont to do,y who torthe
nothing bu moft parc become Phyficians or Quackfalvess,
to Satum, which thing will happen o all, who berake
ccording © themfelves to the Arc cafually without any foun~
work alone,|  dation, but only by.hearfay, or by means of
id, fee chen, Receipt.
rcuties of 2
inal, which Some of ‘them , when things {ucceed not, fay :
called chen | Weare wifemen, we hear thac che grafsgrows, if
e fized with e Arcwere true we {hould bhave had ic before
o made , hé  other men: And fo have brazen faces , left we
he Sulphut i}i}oald be accounted undeferving Men (asindeed
him , and| €y are; andalfo pervesle) conemn, and under-
wtheo ” value
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value the Art.  This Science haces fuch Men, and * B
alwayes thews them the beginning in the end. )
Now we grarit untothe unworthy , thatchis Are alls v
is nothing 5 but to cthe lovers of vertue, and the Bhiire
¢rue Searchers, and Sonsof Wifdom, we do moft &on
highly commend it, and doaffirmit notonly to sed i
betrue, but altogether the trueft: which fome- haw
times we havereally made good before men wor- 1If
thy of fuch a fight, I fay before Men of high; Prad
and low condition : ( yet chis Medicine was not of yc
made by us» but received from a friend, and yet fee, 1
moft true) for che fearching our of which we | come
have (ufficiently inftru&ed the Searchers thereofs Wace
whom if our Writings do not pleafe , lec them ible
read thofe of other Authors s which are eaficr, red,
but with this Caution, that what{oever they (hall 6 i
read, they thall alwayes compare ic wich fhc v beaur
poffibility of Nature , left they affay any thing fiot fi
contrary to Nature.  Neither let them believe, al- from
though it were written in the Books of Philofe- Watc
phers , thac Fire burns not , becaufe thisis con- creary
ttary toNature : bueif icbe writ, that Fire hatlh that
adrying and heating faculty, thisis to be believ- rema
ed, becaufe it is according to Nature: for Na- foro
turedoth alwayes agree witha found judgment it Wo
and in Natare there is nothing difficule s all cruth ple is
isplain.  Then alloler them learn , what things phu
in Nature are of affinicy wich each ocher, which Thay

we conceive may be eafier done byour Wiritings
then any other, fecing we think we have wrott
fufficiencly, unil fome ocher (hall come, who (hall
fec down the whole receipt{o plain, asto make
Cheele of Milk, which jsnot lawful for us to dos

i
. But
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But that I may not direct all things I fay to the
new beginner only, we (hall fay fomething to you
alfo who now have paffed over thele painful Ta-
bours, Have you feen that Countrey, where 2
man marryed a wife, whofe nuptials were celebra-
ted in the houle of Nature? have you underftood
how the vulgar with youhave feen this Sulphur 2
If therefore you will thac old women fhould
Prachife your Philofophy , (hew the dealbation
of your Sulphurs; fay unco the vulgar, Come and
fee, for mow the water s divided, and Sulphur is
come ouc ; he will return white, and congeal the
Waters, Burn therefore Sulphur from incumbu-
ftible Sulphur, then wathir, makeit white, and
red, until Sulphur become Mercury, and Mercury
be made Sulphur, which afterwards you fhall
beaucific with the foul of Gold: For if you do
not fublime Sulphur from Sulphur, and Mercury
from Mercury, you have noc yet found ouc the
Water, which outof Sulphur, and Mercury is
created by way of diftillacion ; he doth norafcend
thatdoth not defcend.  Whacfoever in this Arcis
remarkable, by many is loft in the Preparation,
for our Mercury is quickned with Sulphur, elfe
it would be of noufe. A Prince withouta Peo-
pleisunhappy ; fo isan Alchymift without Sul-
phurand Mercary.  If thou haft underftood me,
Thave aid enougli, L

i THE
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