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e perhaps
ome pla- He Philoſophers have not undeferved -

ds , when Iy placed Sulphur in the firſt place
afelves to amongft thethree Principles , as be - :

jerationsy i ing the moft worthy Principle , in thé

ixing Sil-⸗ knowledge of which che whole Art

| which conſiſtss Now there isa threefold - Sulphur , and

Treariles that is to be chofen above the reſt : a Sulphur ting -

jot deny; y Ingy ot colouring : a Sulphur congealing Mercus

ary ; that
|

1Y : che chird is eſſential , and ripening . Ofwhich

t for any ve ought to treat ſerĩouſly ; but becaule we have

loſophical ſet forch one of the Princioles by way of Dia⸗

j , mufta “ logue , ſo alſo we ſhall conclude the reſt , leſt xs

re may be ſhould ſeem to be partial , and detract from either

This was of chem . Sulphur is more mature then any of

ly Wheat the other Principles } and Mercury is not coagula ~=

c extracted ted but by Sulphur : therefore our whole opera -

€ another tion inthis Art is nothing elfe burto know how

»„ and that to draw . forth that Sulphur ont of Metals , bý

aters : but which our Argent vivein the bowels of the Earth

ie of Salt , is congealed into Goldș and Silver which Sul -

iſcourſe . phur indeed is inthis work in ftead of the Maley

bur the Mercury in ſtead of the Female . OF the

compolſition , and acting of cheſe two are generated
che Mercuries of Philoſophers⸗
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3 new Light of Alchymp .
We told youin the Dialogue of Mercury with |

the Alchymiſt , of an Aſſembly of Alchymiſts
that were met together to conſult out of what

Matter , and how the Philoſophers Stone is tobe |

made , and how chat by the misfortune of a tem -

peſt chey were without any concluſion diſperſed al -

moſt througli the whole World . For there aroſe

à ſtrong tempeſt , and very great Wind , which

diſperſed them all abroad , and fo blowed through
{ ome of their Heads , chat till this time they cati

not yet recover chemlelves , by means of which

divers ſorts of Wormms are bred in their brains ,

Now there were amongft them Men of divers

opinions ; and conditions ; and among che reſt
there was this Alchymiſt , which in this Treatiſe

I chall diſcourſe of - he was otherwiſe a good
Man ; but without a concluſion , or unreſolvech

j
alfo of the number of thofe who propouñd : to

themfelves to find out the Philofophers Stone cafus

ally , and be was Companion to - that Philoſopher
who difputed with Mercury . Now chis man

ſaid , If it had been my fortune to have ſpole
wich Mercury , Iſhould have fiſhed him dry in

few words ; thatother , faith he, was a foole , he

knew not how to- proceed with him . Mercury in -

deed never plealed me , neither indeed do Ichinł

there is any good in it : but Lapprove of Sulphur,
becauſe at chat meeting we diſcourſed moſt excel -

lently of it : if that tempeſt had not diſturbed us

We had concluded that that had been the fiiſt Mat -

ter , for Lam not wont to trouble : my felf - with

light and trivial matteis , my Head is full of pro -
tound Imaginations , And ſo being full of confi -

gence he refolves to work in Sulphur , he began:
therefore |
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therefore to diftil it , co fublime , calcine, to fiz it ,

to make Oyl per Campanam of it , ſometimes by
it ſelf , and ſometimes wich Cryſtals , and Egg -

ſhels , and he tryed divers other Operations a -

bout it : and when he had ſpent much time and

coſts , and could find nothing to his purpoſe , he

Was fad, and beiug in a miſerable perplexity pafled
over many niglits without ſleep ; allo oftentimes

he went forth out of the City , to behold chings ,
chat he might the more conveniently deviſe ſome -

thing that was certain in his operation £ Now it

fell out upon a time , as he wWas walking ùp and

down , he fell into an extaſie With beholding ot

things , and came unto a certain green Wood , ve -

ry full of all manner of things ; in which were

Mines of all Minerals and Metals , and all kinds

of Beaſts and Birds , and abundance of Trees ,

Herbs, and Fruit : there alſo were divers Conduits
of Water ; forin thole places there was no Wa -

ter to be had , bút what wås brought chither by
divers Inſtruments and Pipes, and this by diverts

Artificers from divers places : that Was che chlefeſt ,

and clearer than chee reſt , Which was drawn by the

Beams of the Moon ; and this was procured only
for the Nymph of thé Wood . , There allo did

feed Bulls and Rams , and che Shepherds were two

young meñ , whom the Alchymift asking , faid ;

Whole Wood is this 2 whom they ániwered , ſay -

ing , This isthë Wood and Garden of our Nymph
Fenm . The Alchymift walksúp and down iñ it

and che place plealed him well . but yet Hie did ftill

chink of his Sulphur ; and [ o being weary of wal -

king , and in a fad condition farë by the fide of

the Channel , under a certain Tree , and began to

K 2 jament
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lament moft milerably , bewailing : his Time and |

Charges which he ſpent in vain Wich operating ,
( he could not elle have deceived others , but haye

damnified himſelf only ) and ſaid , What is this ?

all men ſayit ĩs a thing common ,of ſmall eſteem ,
ealfie, and ' am a learned man, &I cannot find out

this wretched Stone : - And {o in his lamentation

he began to curfe Sulphur , becaufe he had {pent
fo much coft and labour in vajn upon . him : and

Sūlphur alfo wasin that Wood , bur this was un -

known to the Alchymiſt . Whilſt he was thus

lamenting he heard this . Voice as it were of ſome

old man : Friend , Why deſt chou curſe Sulphur ?
The Alchymiſt looked every way round about

him , and ſeeing no body , was afraid . that

Vojice faid to him again , Friend , why art thou {o

ſad ? The Alchymiſt caking courage ſaid , Sir,
The hungry man is always thinking upon Bread ,
{ oido I alwaysupon the Philofophers Stone . Kor ,
And vhy doſt ihou curſe Sulphur ? Aleb . Sir ,
I believed thr thar . was the firſt Matter of the

Philoſophers Stone , and therefore in working
upon it many years ,I {pent much , and could not

find that Stone . Vox . Friend , truly I know that

Sulphur is the true and . principal: Subject of the

Philoſophers Stone , but I know not thee , nor

any thing of thy labour and intention : thou dch

Without cauſe curſe Sulphur ; becauſe he is in

cruel prilons , and cannot be at hand to every bo -

dy ; leeing he is put bound in a moſt darł dun -

geon , and goes not forth , but whither his Keepers
carry him , Aleh . And why is he impriloned ?
Voix, Becauſe he would be obedient to every Al -

chymiſt , and do what they wWould have him ,
Counitrar ) i
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contrary to his Morhers will , who forbad him to

obey any, : but fuch as knew her , wherefore fhe

put him into Prifon , and commanded that his

feet. {hould . be bound , and fet - Keepers over him ,
that without their knowledg and pleaſure he

fhould go no whithere Aleh . O wretch ! for

chis reaſon he could not come to me : truly his

Mother doth him great wrong : and when ſhall

he be let out of thoſe Priſons ? Voæ , O friend !

The Sulphur of Philoſophers cannot go forth

hence but in along time , and with a great deal

of labour , . Sir ! And who be his Keepers
that keep him ? Vox , Friend ! His Keepers are

of the fame ftock , but Tyrants . Aleh . And

who art thou , and how art thou called ? Vox ,

Iam Judg and Governonr of the Prifons , and

my Name is Saturn . Alch . Then Sulphur is

kept in chy Priſons . Vox . Sulphur indeed is

kept in my Piiſons , but he hath other Keepers .
eAlch . And what doth hedo in the Priſons ?

Vox , He doth whatloever his Keepers will have

him . Alth , And what can he do ? Kox , Heis

the maker of a thouſand things , and is che heait

of all things ; he knows how to make Metals bet -

ter , and corrects Minerals , teacheth Animals un -

derftanding , knows how to make all kind of

Flowėrs in Herbs , and Trees , and is chief over

them , corruprs the Air , which he amends again :
he isthe Maker of all Odours , and Painter of al

Colours . Aleh , Out of what - Matter doih ke

make Flowers ? Pox , His - Keepers afford Matter ,
and Veffels, bur Sulphur digefts the Matter , and

according to the variety of his digeftion , and

weight , various Flowers , and Odours are produ -
K3 ced .



q new Light ol Alchymy .
ced . Alch . Is he old ? Voæ , Friend , Know that

Sulphur is the vertue of all things , and is the fe -

cond by birth , but yet older chen all things ,
ftronger , and more worthy , yet an - obedient
child . Alch . Sir , How ishe known ? Pox , Die

vers ways , but beft by the State of the Vitals in
Animals , by the colour in Metals , by rhe odour

in Vegetables : without him his Mother works

nothing . Alch . is hecthe fole Heir , or hath he

Brethren ? Pox , His Mother hath but only one

Son . like him , hisother Brethren are . affociated
wiib evil things , he hatha Sifter which he loves,
andis again beloved by her , for fhe iṣasit were a
Mother ro him , 4lch . Sir , is he every where uni :

form ? Vox , According to his Nature , but heis

changed in the Prifons ; yet his heart is always
ure , but his Garments are tained , Aleh : Sir ,

IWashe ever at liberty ? Fox , Yea , efpecially in
chofe times when there were fuch wife Men , bes

rwixt whom , and his Mother there was great fa -

miliarity and friendſhip, . Aleh . And who were

they ? Vay , There were very many : There was

Hermes , who wasas it were one with his Mother :
after him were many Ķings , and Princes , as allo

many . other wife men , in ages fince , as Ariſtotle ,
Avicen , &c . who fethim at liberty : Thefe knew
how to unlooſe his bonds . Alch . Sir , what did
he give them for ſetting him ac liberty ? Vox , He
gave them three Kingdoms : for when - any doth
unbind him , and releafe him , then he overcomes

his Keepers , which before did govern in his Kings
dome , and delivers them being bound . to him
ihat releaſed him , for to be his Subjects , and
gives him their Kingdomes to poſſeſß ; buc thata Te
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which is more ; in his Kingdon is a- Looking -

glals , in which is ſeen the whole World . Who -

ſoever looks in chis Glaſs may fce , and learn init

three . parts of the wifdom of the whole World ,
and { o fhall become very wide im thefe three King -

doms ; fuch weie Ariſtotle , Avicen , and many

others , who as wellas chey before chem , ſaw in

this Glafs how thè World was made : By this

they learned what were the influencesof the Ce -

leſtial vertues upon inferiour Bodies ; and : how

Nature by the weight of Fire compounds things ;

as alſo the motion of the Sun , and Moon : eſpe -

cially that univerſal motion , by which his Mother

is governed ; by chis chey knew the degrees of heat ,

cold , moiſture , dryneſs / and the vertues of Herbs ,
and indeed of all things , whence they became

moft - excellent Phyficanse And truly , unlefs a

Phyfitian be fuch an oneas knows,why . this Herb ,

orthat is hoc , dryor moift in this degree , not out

of the Books of Galen , or Aviceny : but out of the

original of Nature , from whence chey alſo un -

derſtood cheſe chings ; he cannot be a well groun -

ded Phyſitian . All cheſe things they diligently

confidered , and - bequeathed their Writings ta

cheir Succeſſors , chat men might be ſtirred up to

Studies of a higlier Nature , and learn how to fet

Sulphur at liberty , and unlooſe his bonds : but

Men of chis age take cheir Writings for a ſuflcient

ground , and auchority , and ſeek no further ; and

ivfufficech them i £ they: know how to fay, {o faich

eAriftorle , ory thus - faich Galen , Allch . And

what ſay you , Sir, can an Herb be known without

an Herbal ? P ox ‘ , Thole ancient Philofophers
wrote their Receipts : our of the very Fountain of

K 4 Nature .
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A neto Light ol alchymy .
Nature . Aleb . How Sir ? Vox, Know that all uled ?
things in the Earth , and upon che Earth , are ge - ſtrengt!lnerated , and produced of three Principles ; ſome - Aleh .
times of two , to which the third is joined : he Vins =therefore that knows thefe three Principles ; and the blo
theweight o £ them , how Nature joyns them to - and ſic
gether , may be eaſily able by decoction to un - and all
derſtanck the degree or Fire in che Subject , whe - health .
ther well , or illß or indifferently decocted „ and Sulphuthat aceording to more or leſs : For all Vegetable ſtals ;
things are known by thoſe , Who know the three | Bel .
Principles . ` Aleh : And how is this done ? Kox , | pher o
By ſight , taſt , and ſmell ; in and from theſe three ſtand ,Senſes are gathered the three Principles of things , unlelsand the degrees of their digeſtions . Alcb . Sir , Alth .
They fay that Sulphur işa - Medicine , Vox , Yea , Fox ,
andthe Phyfitian himſelf , and to them that ſet given t
him free from Prifon , by way of ' thankfulnefs he him f
gives his Blood for a Medicine . Aeh . Sir , the know ;univerſal Medicine being had , how long. may a thar he
Man preferve himfelf from death ? Vox, Even but histothe term of death : buc thisMedicine muft te fet at
taken cautioudly , for many wife men have been bound
deſtroyed by it before their time . Alch . And cannot
What ſay you Sir , Is it poiſon ? Vox, Haft not come i
thou heard that a grear Fire will deſtroy à litele ſoned
one ? There were many Philoſophers , Which re - alike ,ceived the Art from other mens experience , which why i
did not ſo throughly ſearch into tlie vertucof the BecauMedicine ; yea , by how much the more power - | er ,
full , ſubtiler the Medicine Was , it ſeemed to them laces ,
to be the more v holſome ; and ĩf one grainof it out ol
can paſs chrough many thonſands of metals , much
pore mans Body; Aleh. Sir how then muſt it be ; Alch ,

yfed
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q new Light of Alchymy .
uled ? Vox , It muft ' be fo uled , that it rnay

ftrengthen the Natural hear , but not overcome it .

Alch . Sir , I know how to make fuch a Medicine .

Vox , Thouart happy if thon doft know . For

the blood of that Sulphuris chat intrinſecal vertue

and ficcity that turns , and congeals Quick - filver ,
and all Metals into Gold , and Mens Bodies into

health . Ach . Sir I know how to make oylof
Sulphur , which is prepared with calcined Cry “
ftals ; I know alfo another , which is done by a

Bell . Voæ, Certainly chen chou art a Philoſo -

pher of thae Affembly ; for thou doft under -

ftand , and expound my words aright , as alfo ,

unlefs I am deceived , ` of all the Philofopherss
Alch . Sir , is nor this oyl the blood of Sulphur ?
Fox , O Friend ! the blood of Sulphur is not

given to any butto thofe , who know how to fet

him free from Prifon . lch . Sir , doth Sulphur
know any thing in the Metals ? Vox , I told thee ,
thar he knowsall things , and efpecially in Metals ,
buthis Keepers know that there he could be eafily
fet at liberty , wherefore they keep him there

bound fat in moſt ſtrong Priſons , ſo chat he

eannot breath , and they are afraid leſt he ſhould
come into the Kings Palace . lch . Ishe impri -
foned fo in all Metalls ? Fox ; In all ; but not

alike , in fome not fo ftri &ly . AÆlch . Sir , and

why in Metals in { uch a tyrannical manner ? Voæ .

Becaule he would ftand in awe of them no long -
er , when he ( hall once come to his Kingly Pa -

laces , for then he can be feen , and look freely
out of the windows ; becaufe there he isin his

ptoper Kingdom , although not yet as he deſires .

Alh , Sir , and what doth he eat ? Kor , His meat
- 18
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Anew Light of alehymy .
is Wind , when he isat liberty , it is decocted ;
but in Prifon he is conftrained to eatit raw , Aleh .
Sir , Can thofeenmities betwixt him and his Keeper
ers bereconciled ? Mox, Yes , if any one were {o
wife . Aleh . Why doth not he treat with them

concerning a pacification ? Vor , That he cannot
do by himſelf , becauſe preſently he waxeth hot
with anger , and rage . Alch . Let him do it bya
Commiſſioner . Var , Certainly he would be the
moft happy Man in the World , and worthy of
eternal memory , who could tell how to make

peace betwixt trhem ; but this no man can do but
he that is very wife , and can agree with his Mo -
ther , and have co- intelligence with her : for if

they were Friends , one would not hinder theo -
ther , but joining their forces : together would

malke things immortal . Truly he that would re -
concile chem together would be a man worthy to
be confecrated to eternity . Alch , Sir , I will com -
pofe thofe differences berwixt them, and free him ,
I amin other matters a man very learned , and
wiles Befides , I am very good at operations .
Wax, Friend , I fee truly that thou art big enough
and thou hafta great Head , but I know not whe -
ther thou canft do - thofe thingsor no , Aleh . Sir ,
Perhaps thou art ignorant of what the Alchymiſts
Knov/ , in matter of treaty they have alwayes che
betterof it , and truly I am nor the laft , {o that
his enemies will but treat with me » if chey will
treat , affure your felf that they wilt have che
worft . Sir , believe me , the Alchymifts know how
to treat , if they only will bur treat . with me, .
Sulphur ſhall preſently be at liberty . Xox ,Í
like your jadgment welly Thear char you are ap -

proved
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cocted; proved of . Alch . Sir , Tell me if chis be the true

Allch . Sulphur of the Philoſophers ? Vax ; This truly is

s Keep . dulphur , but whether it be che Philoſopher , that

were ſo belongs. ro thee to know . - Ihave faid enough . to

h them thee concerning Sulphur , Aleh . Sir , If I can

>cannot find his Priſons , ſhall Ibe able 10 ſet him at li -

eth hot berty ? Pox , If thou knoweft well , thou fhale 5

it bya for it is eaſier to free him then find them . Alch .

be the Sir , I befeech . thee tell me but this , if I find

thy of him , {hall I make the Philofophers ftoneof him ?

> make Vix , O Friend ! Iris notfor me to judge , do

do but thou look to chat , yet if chou knoweſt his Mo -

lis Mo - ther , and followeſt her , Sulphur being at liber -

for if ty , the Stone is. at hande Alch . Sir , in what

- the o- dubject is this Sulphur ? Voæ , Know for certan

would that this Sulphur is of great vertue ; his Mine are

uld re - } all things in the World , for he is in Merals ,

thy to Herbs , Trees , Animals , Stones , and . Mineralse

Il com - Aleh . And what Devilisable to find him out ly »

eehim , — ing hid amongft . fo . many things , and Subjects ꝰ
| , and Tell me the matter out of - which the Philofophers
ations . take him . . Vox , Friend , thou comeft coo neers

' nough yerthat hmay . fatisfie thee , know . that : Sulphur

t Wlie⸗ isevery where , bur fhe hath { ome certain Pala -

h . Sity ces , where fhe is wont to give audience to the

ymifts
| Philofophers 5 - bur the Philoſophers adore him

jes the { wimming inhis own fea , and playing with Vul -

{o that gang when the Philofophers goto him unknown

ey will in his vile garments . Alch . Sir , in the Seay why

centhe then is he not mine , fince - he ishid here { oneer ?
whow Vox , I told thee that his - Keepers put him into

h me , moft dark . Prifons , left : thou ſhouldſt ſee him

x, Í for he is in one ſubject alone , buc if chou haſt

reap - so ; found him at home , thou wile {carce find

roved him



anew Light of Alchymy ,
himin Woods . But do nor thou defpare in find "

ing of him out : { tellthee ofa truth , thar he isin

Gold , and Silver moft perfet , buc in Argen ,
viye moſt eaſy . Alch . Sir , I would very wil '
lingly make the Philofophers Stone . Pox . Thou
deſireſt a good thing , Sulphur alfo would wil

lingly be out of bonds , And fo Satara departed ,
Now a deep ſleep ſeaſed uponthe Alchymift , be-

ing Weary , and there appeared to him this Vi -
fion , He faw in that Wood a fountain full of

Water , about which walked Sal, and Sulphur,
contending one withthe other , until ac laft chey
began to fight ; and Sal gave Sulphur an incurable

wound , outof which wound , in ftead of blood ,
there came out Water , asit were moft white milk ,
andit became tobe a great Rivers Then out of
that Wood came forth - Diana a moft beautiful }

Virgin , who began to walh her felf in that Ri
ver : whom a certain Prince , a moft ftout man
( and greater then his ſervants ) paſſing by, and

ſeeing , began to admire at her beauty ; and be -
cauſe ſhe was of a like Nature with him , he be -
came enamoured with her , which when fhe per -
ceived ; { he wasinflamed with love towards him .
Whereforeas it were falling intoa { woun thebe -

gan to be drowned : which that Prince ſeeing ,
commanded his Servants to help her ; but they
were all afraid to - go to the River ; to whom
the Prince faid } Why do you not help Diana
that Virgin ? To whom they replyed , Sir , chis
Riveris indeed little , and asit were dryed up , but
moft dangerous : Once upon atime we were wil -

ling to go into it without thy knowledg , and we

hardly eſcaped the danger of eternal death We
now

y
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know allo that others that ere our predectſſors
periſhed in it . Then che Prince himſelf laying
afide his thick Mantle , even as he was armed ,

leaped into the River , and to help fair Diana he

ſtretched forth his hand to her ; who being wil⸗

ling to fave her {elf , drewalſo che Prince him -

felf to her , and fo were both drowned . Alittle

after their Souls came out of the River ; flying
above the River , and faid , Ter. was . well done of

us , for elſe we could not have been freed from

thoſe bodies which are polluted , and ſtained .

Aleb . But do yen cver return into thoſe Bodies

again 2 Anime , Not into ſuch filchy bodies , buc

when they be. purged , and this River ſhall be

throughly. dryed up : by the heat of the Sun , and

this Province fhal be often tried by the Air . Alch .

What ſhall you do in the mean time . Anim .

Here we ( hall fly upon the River till thoſe Clouds

and Tempeſts ſhall ceaſe . In the mean time the

Alchymiſt fell into a more deſired dream of his

Sulphur ; and behold there appeared to him ma -

ny Alchymifts coming to. that place. to fesk . after

Sulphur , and when chey found the carcafe of that

Sulphur which was flain by Sal, by the Fountains
they divided it amongſt chemſelves : uhich when

the Alchymiſt ſaw he alſo took a part with them :
and {o every one of . chem returned home , and be -

ganto Workin that Sulphur , and till this day
they do not give over . But Saturn meets this

Alchywiſt, and faith to. him , Friend , - how

is it with thee ? 4Alche OSir , L have feen mas

ny wonderful things , my Wife would ſcarce

believe them ; now alfo I have found Sulphur ,
I belech you Sir help , let us make the

ġ Philoſo -
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Saturnus . With all m’

hearg , my Friend , make ready then Argent - viv
and Sulphur , and give hither a Glaſs . Alch .

Sir , have nothing to do with Mercury , for hei

naught , he hath deluded my Companion , ani

many others . Sat : Without argent - vive ; in whol

Kingdom ’ Sulphur isthe King , the Philofophen
have done nothing , neither do T know what t

Alch . Sir , let usmake itof Sul:

Sat . Well then , my friend , buti

will fuccċèed accordingly . Then they took thi

Sulphur , which che Alchymiſt found , and tht
did what che Alchymiſt would havedone , thej

began to work diverswayes , and to make experi
mentsof Sulphur in divers ftránge kind of Fur

naces , which che Alchymiſt had : but in the col

düfion of every operarion there was brought )
forth nothing bùr Marches , fuch as old womit

ufually fell tò light Candles withal . Then the
new work , and fublimed , and calcined

Sulphur according to the Alchymifts pleaſute,
burin what way foever they workedit , it fuccee

ded as before , for {till they made nothing but
Matches ; then faid the Alchymiſt to Saturn ,

Truly Sir , I ( eeit will not fucceed according to

my fancy , I befeech thee do thou work along

What thou knoweſt . Then Saturn faid , fée chen,

He then took two Mercuties of a
differing ( ubftance , bur of one original , which

Satürn walhed in his own irine , dnd called them

Sulphurs of Sulphurs , and mixed the fized with

the volatile , and che compoſition being madé , hé

put itinto its proper veſſel , and leſt the Sulphut
fhould £ y away > he fet a keeper over him , an

Philoſophers Stone .
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thea put him into a bath of a moft gentle heat ,
according as the matter required ; andhe made

all chings very well . Then they made the Phi-
loſophers Stone , becauſe of the true matter a

true ching muſt needs be made . The Alchymiſt
being very glad took the Stone with the Glafs , and

beholding the colour thereof , which was like

burnt Blood , he was amazed , and by reaſon of

too much joy he began to leap , in which leaping
the Glaſs fell out of his hands npon the ground ,
and was broken . And ſo Saturn vaniſhed away .
The Alchymiſt alſo being awaked out of his

ream , found nothing in his hands but Marches

which he made of Brimftone ¢ but the Strone flew

away , and doth ſtill fly ; whence it is called Vo -

atile : and ſo that miſerable Alchymiſt learned

nothing elfe by- chat Vifion but how to make

Matches $ who afterwards laying aſide the Scones
became to be a Phyſitian ; by ſearching after the

Stone of the Philoſophers he got che Stone of che

Kidneys . Laſt of all he led ſuch a life , as ſuch

kind of Alchymiſts are Wont to do , ho for the

moſt part become Phyſicians „ or Quackſalvers ,
which thing will happen to - all , who betake

themſelves to the Art caſually without any foun -

dation , but only by . hċarfay , -or by means of

Receipts.

dome of them , vhen things ſucceed not , fay s
Weare wife men , we hear that the graſs grows , if
the Art were true we ſhould have had it before
other men : And ſo have brazen faces , leſt we
fhould be accounted undelerving Men ( as indeed

they are ; and alfo pervesfe ) contemn , and under -
p3 value
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value the Art . This Science hates fuch Men , and %

alwayes fhews them the beginning in the end .

Now we grant untothe unworthy , that this Art

is nothing , but to the lovers of vertue , and che

true Searchers , and Sonsof Wifdom , we do moft

highly commend it , and doaffirmit not only to

be true , but altogether the trueft : which fome -

times we have really made good before men wot -

thy of fuch a- fight , I fay before Men of high;
andlow - condition : ( yet this Medicine was not

madeby us , bucreceived from a friend , and yet

moft true ) for the fearching out of which we |

have ſuſficiently inſtructed the Searchers thereof ;
whom if our Writings do not pleafe y let them

read thoſe of other Authors ; which are eaſier ,
but with this Caution , that whatſoever they ſhall

read , they ſnhall alwayes compare it with the

polſibility of Nature , left they aſſay any ching

contrary to Nature . Neither let them believe al -

though it were written in che Books of Philoſo -

phers , that Fire burns not , becauſe this is con -

ttary to Nature : but if it be writ , that Fire hath

adryingand heating faculty , thisis to be believ -

ed, becaufe it is according to Nature : for Na -

ture doth alwayes agree with a found judgment
and in Nature there is nothing difficult ; all cuth

is plain . Then alfo let them learn , whae things
in Nature are of affinity with each other , which

we conceive may be eaſier done by our Writings

then any other ; feeing we think we have wroté

fufficiently ; until fome other ( hall come , who fhall

fet down the whole -receipt lo plain , asto make

Gheefe of Milky which is nor lawful for us to dos
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But that I may not dire &t all things I fay to the

new beginner only , we ( hall fay fomerhing to you
alfo who now have paffed over thefe painful Ia -

bourse Have you feen that Countrey , where a

man marryed a wife , whofe nuptials were celebra -

ted in the houfe of Nature ? have you underftood
how the vulgar - wich you have feen this Sulphur 2
TF therefore you will thac old women fhould
Pra &tife your Philolophy , { hew the dealbation
of your Sulphurss fay unto the vulgar , Come and

fee, for now the water is divided , and Sulphur is

come out ; he will return white , and congeal the

Waterss Burn therefore Sulphur from incumbu -
Rible Sulphur , then walhit , makeit white , and

red, until Sulphur become Mercury , and Mercury
be made Sulphur , which afterwards you ſhall

beaucifie with the foul of Gold : For if yon do

not fublime Sulphur from Sulphur , and Mercury
from Mercury , you have not yet found out the

Water , which outof Sulphur , and Mercury is

created by way of diſtillacion ; he doth not aſcend

that doth not deſcend . Whatſoecver in this Arrt is

remarkable , by many is loft in the Preparations
for our Mercury is quickned with Sulphur , elfe
it would be of no uſe . & Prinee without a Peo -

ple is unhappy ; ſo is an Alchymiſt without Sul -
phurand Mercury . If chou haſt underſtood me ,

Ihave ſaid enougli .

E THE
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