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Lib . x . Leaval

NATURE

THINGS
The firi Book .

Of the generations of Natural Things .

He generation of all Natural Thè genera -

Things is twofold : Natural , and atal thinps
without Arts and Artificial, vjz , i $ twofoldi

by Alchimy . Although in gene -

ral it may be faid that all things Š
ajte naturally generated of the A aE

Earth by means of Putrefaction . For Putrefaction ſcom putre -
k $ ; faction .
is the chief degree , and firft ftep ro generation ,
Now Putrefa &tion i$ occafioned by a moift heat . The cauſe ot

For a continual nioiſt heat caufech Putrefaction ,
and changeth all natural things from their firft beat :

form and effence , as alfo their verthes , and effica -
the powe

cy into another thing . For as putrefa &tionin the and E
Stomach changeth , and reduceth all meats into 2potrefa -

dungs



Whatputre⸗
faction is .

Putrefaci -
on ĩsthe firſt
degree to
generatione
Putresacti -
on is mani -
fold ;

a Glaſs , changeth all things from one form into

another , from once eſſence into another , from one
colour into ánother , from one { mell into another
from one vertue into another , from one power
into another , from one property into another ,
and generally from one quality into another . Fot

it is evident , and proved by daily experience , that

many good things which are wholefom , and Me:

dicinable , become after putrefaction naught , un -

wholſom , and meer poiſon . So on the contrary ,
there are many bad , unw Holſome , poiſonous , and

hurtful things , which after their putrefaction be-

come good , lofe all their unwholfomnefs , and be-

come wonderful medicinable : becaule putrefact -
on produceth great matters , as of this we havea

moft: famous example in the holy Gofpel , where |
Chrift faith : unleſsa grain of Wheat be caft into
the - Eearth 5 and - be putrified , itcannor bring
forth fruit in an hundred fold . Hence alfo wé
muft know , that - many thipgs are multipliedin
putrefaction fo as to bring forth excellent fruit :
For putrefastion isthe changes and death of all

things , and deftruction of tbe firk effence of all
Natural things ; hence there ariſeth a regenera
tion , and new generation a thouſand times bet -

ter , &cc .

Seeing cherc fore putrefaction is the firſt degrec,
and ftep co generation ; it is very neceſſary chat

we know putrefaction well . Now - there are ma -

ny kinds of putrefactions , and one producech its

gencration in another manner , then doth another .
One alfo ſooner then anotlicr . We ſaid alſo that

moiſture and heat Wexe thefutſt degree , and ſtep to

putrefaction ,
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Dibia Ok the Rature of Things .

utrefaction , Which producech all chings , as a

Hen doth her egs . Wherefore through , and in

putrefaction, all mucilaginous flegm, and mat-
teris made living , wharfoever it prove to Deat

laſt .

An example ofthis you have in egs , in which 2

thereis a mucilaginous humour , which by: - any

kind of moderate continual hear is puwefied , añd

turned into a living Chicke , not only by the heat
ofthe Hen , but any fuch kind of heat . Forin

fucha degrec of Fire egs may be brought to ma -

turity in a glaſs , and aſhes , and become living
birds : yea any man may ripen an egg in his arm -

hole, and hatch a Chicke , as well as the Hen .

And hëre we muft take notice of fomething

thatis greater , and more then this : viz . ifrhat

living Chicke be in a veſſel of glafslikea gourd ,
and ſealed up , burnt to powder , or aſhes in the

chird degree of Fire , and afterward {o cloſedin ,
be putrefied wich the exadteſt putrefaction ot

Hotſe - dung , into a aiuci agindus flegm , then that

flegm may be broughit to maturity , and become

a renewed , and new made Chicke : 10 wit , 1f

that flegm be again inclofed in its former (hell , or

receptacle . This is to revive the dead by regene -

ration , and clarification , vhich indeeddis a great ;

and profound miracle of Nature . According to

this procefs may all Birds be killed ; and made

alive again ; and made new : and this is the

highelt , and greatelt miracle , and myftery o £

God , which he ever difcotered to mortal man .

We muft alfo know that after this manner

man may be gencerared without tiatural Father ,

ör Morher ; ie , nor of a Woman jin a natural

M å wayi

Tke railing
of a dead
bizd to lifes

The artificis
2l generatia
on of man⸗



164 Dekthe Pature ok Things . Lib . ,

way : but by the Art , and induſtry ofa skilful

Alchymift may a Man be born , and . grow , as

afterwards fhall be ſhewed .

The generas “i Te is pofible - alfo that men may be born of

ea beafts , according to natural caufes, but yer this

canñot be done without much impiety , andhe -

reſie ; to wit , if a man ſhould couple with a beaſt ,
and that beaſt ſhould , as a woman doth , receive

the Sperm of the man , with deſire and luſt into
her matrix , and conceive : then the {perm dothof

neceſſity putrefie , and by the continual heat of
the body , a man , and not a beaſt is thence pro -

As the ſced duced . For alwaies as the ſeed is that is ſout
ſo alſo is the fruit that is brought forth ; and un-

leſs it ſhould be fo , it would be contrary co the

light of Nature , andto Philofophy . Wherefore

as isthe ſeed , ſuch is the hearb ihat ſprings from

thence . Soof the Seed of an Onyon isbrought
forth an Onyon , not a Rofe , nor a Nut , not

a Lettuce . So of Corn , Corn is brought forth ;
of Barley , Barley ; of Oatsja Oats : and fo it i

with all other fruits , which have feed , and are

fown , &c .

Ther
In like manner alfo it is pofible , and not con

ne korce 8 R —
of womens trary to Nature , that an irrational bruit ſhould
imagination be produced by a woman , and a man , Neither

are we to judge of, or cenfure , the woman , asthé

man , ( asin the former cafe ) { he therefore isnot

to be accounted impious , or heretical , as i £ fhe

acted contrary to Nature , burt icis to be imputed
to her imagination . For her imagination is al-
waies the cauſe of it . And the imagination of :

breeding woman is fo powerful , that in conceiving
the {eed into her body , fhe may change her infant
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nd. grow , a divers wayes : becaufe her inward Stars are fo

ftrongly bent upon the Infant , that they beget an

r be born of impreflion , and an influence upon ite Wherefore

but yet thi , the Infant in the Mothers Womb in its forming is
ety , and he . put into the hand , and will of its Mother , asclay
witha bea , 18 the hand of the Potter , who thence frames ,
Joth , receive and makes what his will and pleafure is : {o rhe

and luſt inte Woman that isa breeding , forms the fruitin her

perm dothof Body , according to her Imagination , and her

nual hearo } Starse Therefore it often falls our , that of the

s thence pro :
Seed of a Man , Cattle , and other horrid Monfters

chat is ſou , ate begor , according asthe imagination of the Mo -

ths andun - ther is trongly dire &ted upon the Embryo , &ce

ntrary to the Now as you haye heard , that by Putrefaction

Wherefore many , and various things are generated , and made

fprings from alive , fo alfo you muft know , that of many

n isbrought
Herbs by putrefa &tion divers living Crearures

a Nat , nal 2 bred , which they that are skilled in theſe

ought forth ; things know . -

ande Gaa Herealfo we muftkgow , that all fuch Animals :

ad , and ae
Which arebred , and made of Putrefaction ER ME a

ed , : à s C
tain ſome poiſon , and are poiſonous , yet one far tred mecziy

and no . com
Tote ftrong then another , and one after another Alan ates

bruit {hould manner then another : as you ſee in Serpents , Vi - boiſoncus .

an , Neither Pets » Toads , Frogs , Scorpions , Bafilisks , Spiders ,

oman , asthi Wood- bees , Piſmires , and many forts of Worms ,

retora as Cankers, Maggots , Locuſts , &c . all Which are

alas if Mh bred in , and through putrefaction. Alſo amongſt
obe imputel o there are ’ bred divers Monfters ; And

ination isal
*

si are Monſters alſo which are not bred of pu -

ginarion ofi trefaction of chemſelves “ but are made by Arc

in conceii , glaſs, as hath been laid ; becauſe they often -

ge her infant S appear ina very wonderful hape , and form ,

dires
ful to : behold ' as oftentimes with many feen

M 3 many



Ok the Mature ot Thingg Libe ,
many Tailes , many Colours , oftentimes manyHeads , Worms with the Tailes of Eifhes , orFça -
thers , and other unuſual forms , that the like have
not been ſeeni .

What Mon, v Whèrefore not only. all Animals , which : haye
not proper Parents, and are not born of thingslike
to them [ elves are Monſters , bat allo thoſe Which

Are bred of other things .
So you ſee it is concerning a Baſilisk , which al⸗

ſo ĩs a Monſter , and indeed a Monſter above all
Monſters , and then which none is to be more
dreadech becauſe he can kill any Man with his
mecr looks , and fight : and , becanle his poiſon is

above all poiſons , to which nothing in the worldis
to be compared . e carries his poiſon in a moft
fecret . manner in his- eyes , and it is a conceived
poiſon , not much unlike a menſtruous Woman ,
who alfo carrieth a fecret poiſon in her eyes , fo
that only by her looks a Looking - glaſs is. fouled ,
and tainted . So alſo if ſhe ok upon a wound ,
or an ulcer , ſhe infects chàs in che like manner ,

and hinders the - cure thereof : ſo alſo with her
breath , as well as fight , ſhe infects divers things
corrupts and weakens them ; and ſo alio wih ber
touch . For you ſee if { he meddle with winein
time of her menſtrues , chat it is ſuddainly chan -
ged and made thick ; The Vinegar alſo chat ſhe
meddles withal , becomes dead , and uſeleſs : ſo
alfo Hot - waters lofe their ſtrength ; In like man⸗
ner Civet , Amber . Gryfe , Musk , and ſuch like pets
fumes , lofe their odour by. fùch - a womans carrying
or handling of them , ſo alſo Gold, : and Corals
lofe- their colour ; alfo

many Gemms and Look -
ing· glaſſes arç foiled. therewith Ce , But to retuin

to
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to Wkat J propoſed concerning the Bafilisk , by
What reaſon , and in what manner he carries poiſon
im his looks ; and eyes ; you muſt know that he

hath that property, ; and poiſon from menſtruous

Women , as is aforeſaid . For the Bafilisk is bred

of, and proceeds from the greateſt impurity of a

Woman ; wig : her Menſteues , and from the

blood of che Spßerm , if it be put into a gourd

glaſs, and putrefied in Horſe - dunę , in which pū -

trefaction a Baſilisk is brougbt forth . But who

isfo couragious , and bold to make , take him out ,

and kill him agsin , unleſs he cover and fortifie

himſelf well fliſt wich glaſſes : I ſhould perſwade
none to do it , nay , IWo . Ud adviſe them to rake

heed of ir .

Burthaè I may proceed in treating of Mon =

fters , Know that Monfters amongft brutes,which }
are brought forth - of other things , and not of

their like , ſeldom live long , eſpecialiy if they
ſhall live neer , or amongſt other brutes , becauſe

of an imbred diſpoſitloh, and Gods diſpofing , all

Monſters are odious unto brutesthat are genuinely

broughe forth , and {o alſo Monſters of men ,

which are generated by man , leldom live long .

And - by how much the more wonderful , and

reinarkable chey are , fo much the fooner they dy ,
ſo that non excced the third day amongſt men ,

unlefs chey be preſently carryed into fome fecere

place, and kept apart from all men . Moreover
you mult know that God abhors cheſe kind of

Monſtets , and that they are dilpleafing to him ,

and that none of them can be ſaved , ſeeing they
bear not the image of God : whence we can

conjecture nothing elle , but chat they are ſo orm

4 ed

Monſters do
not live
onge



Monſters
come from
the Devil.

Monſters
are tobe
ſhunned .

The artifici -
al generati⸗
en of Mens

ed by the Devil , and are made for the Devils
fervice , rather then Gods , becaufe no good: work
was ever done by any Monfter , but rather all
manner ofevil , wickednefs , and devillifh deceits
Foras an Executioner marketh his {ons in cutting
off their ears , putting out their eyes , burning
their cheeks , fingers , hands , and cutting oft their
heads : {o doththe Devil mark his {ons through
the imagination oftheir Mothers , which in their
conceiving they drew from evil defires , lufts , and

cogitations .
Alſo all men are to be ſhunned, which abound

with , or want any member , or have a double
member . For that is a prefage ofthe Devils , and
a moft certain figne of fome occult wickedneſsand
deceit , which follows upon it... Wherefore they
feldom dy without the Executioner , or at leak
from fome mark made by him . `

But we muft by no means forget the generation
of Artificial men . . : For there is fome . truth in this

thing , although it hath beera long time concealed ,
and there have been no fmall Doubts , and Que
ſtions , raiſed by ſome of the ancient Philoſopherh
Whether it were pofible for Nature , or Artto
beget a Man out of the body ofa Woman , and
natural matrix ? To this I anſwer , that itisno

Way repugnant to the Art of Alchymy , and Në

ture ; yea it is very poſſible : But to effect it , we
muft proceed thus .

Let che Sperm ofa man by it {elf be putrefied
in a gourd glafs , {ealed up , with the higheft de:
gree of putrefaction in Horfe - dung, forthe {paced
forty days ; or {o long until it begin to - be alive
move , and ftir , which may eafily be feens ae: l

this
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this time it will be ſomething like a Man , yer tran -

ſparent , and without a Body . Nou after this , if

it be every day warily and prudently nouriſhed

and fed with the Arcauum of Mans blood , a nd be

for the fpace of forty weeks kept in a conftant ,

equal heat of Horſe - dung , it will become a

and living Infant ; having all the Members

true ,
of an

Infant , whichis born òf a Woman , butir will

be far lels . This wecall Homuncalms , or Artifici -
al . And this is afterwards to be brought up with

as great - care , and diligence as any other Infant ,
until it come to riper years of underſtanding .
Now this is one of the greateſt lecrets 3 that God

eyer made knoẘ to mortal ſinful Man . For this

is a miracle , and one of the great wonders of

God , and fecret above all ſecrets , and deſervedly
it ought to be kept amongſt the ſecrets until the

laft times , when nothing ( ballbehid ; bucall things
be made manifeſt .

And although hitherto it hath not been known

to men , yeticháth been known to Fairiesof the

Woods , Nymphs , and Gyants many ages fince ,
becauſe they come from them . For of ſuch Artifi -

cial men , when they come to Mansage , are made

Pygmies , Gyants , and other great and monſtrous

Men, who are inſtruments of great matters , who

obtain grear victories againſt their Enemies , and

Knoweall ſecrets , and myſteries : becaufe by Art

they receive their lives , by Art they receive their

bodies , flelh , bones ; and blood : by Art they are

born ; wherefore Are is now incor porated with ,
and imbred in them , and they need nor learn of

any , but others are conſtrained to learn of them ,
for by Art they have their original and preſent exi -

ſtency ,

Fairies ,
Nymphs ,
Gyants , &c .
are made of
artificial
mene



OF three
principles
Mercury
the Spirit
Sulphur is
the Soul ,
Salt the Boe
dy-
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ftency , asa rofe , or flower in a garden , andthey
are called the children of - Fairies , and . Nymphs |

by reaſon that in pow er, and vertue they are like
|

not to Men , but Spirits , &c .

Here it ĩs neceſſary that weſpeak ſomething ol

the generation ol Metals ; but becauſe We have

Wrote ſuſticiently of that in our Book of the igi

neration of Metals , we ſhall very briefly treat of

ithere , only briefly adding what was omitted in

that Book . Know that all the ſeven Metals ate

brought forth after this manner , out of a threes

fold matter , viz . » Mercury - Sulphur , and . Salt, yet
in diſtinct , and peculiar colours . For chis reaſon

Hermes did not ſpeak amiſs , when he ſaid , chatof

three fubftances are all the feven Metals produced,
and compounded , as alſo che Tinctures , and Phi -

loſophers Stone . Thole chree ſubſtances he callb

the Spirit , Soul , and Body : but he did not { hew

how this is to be underſtood , or what he did

mean by chis , although haply he might know the

three Principles , but did nor make mention of

them . Wherefore we do not ſay , that he was

here in an errour , but only was filent now , that

thoſe three diſtinct ſubſtances may be rightly un⸗

derftood, viz. , Spirit , Soul , and Body , we muft

know , that they figoifie nothing elſe but che

three Principles , ż. .: Mercury , Sulphur , -Salts of

which all the : feven Metals . are generated . For

Mercury is the Spirit , Sulphur che Soul , and Salt

the Body , buta Metalis the Soul , betwixt : the Spi
rit , and the Body ( as Hermes - faith ) which

Soul indeed is Sulphur s: dnd unites thefe cwo con -

traries , the Body , and Spirit , and changeth them

into one eſſence , & .
Now
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Now this is not to be underſtood ſo as that of

every Mercurys every Sulphur , or of every Salt , Wienen
the ſeven Metals may be genera ed , or the Tin - be made ar -

Aure , or the Philoſophers Stone by ihe Art of Al -

chymy , or induſtiy , “ with the help of Fire ; but

all the ſeven Metals muſt be generatedin the moun -

tains by the Archeus of the Earth . For the Al -

chymiſt ſhall ſooner tranſmute Metals , then gene -

rate , or make them ;

Yer neverthélels living Mercury is “thé Mother r 5
ok all the ſeven Metals , and delervedly it may be Moiber of

called the Mother óf ihe Melit For itis an
Maniy

open Metal , and as it contains all colours , hich

it manifeſts in cke Ere , ſo alſo occulcl / ĩt contains

all Metals init ſelf , but Without Elte it cannot

ſhewythem , ' c .

But generation , and renovation - ọf Metals . is

made thus < Asa man may . return into the womb

of. his Mother , ż, e. into the Earth , oue of which

kewas firit madea man , and. , {ball again - be - raifed

at the laft day : ¿fo alfo all Metals may xeturn into The regene -

living Mercury again , and become Mercury , aid EM RUE
by Fire be regenerated , and pusiied s 1E for the , Tinsturese

{pace of Forty weeks , they be kept in a, continnal

heat , as an Infant is in his Mochers Womb . 80

chat now theie are broughie for h not commen

Metals , but Tinging Metals . For if Silver he⸗

regenerated (after , the manner as we have ſpon

ken ) it Wäll afterward Ting all other Mle⸗

tals into Silver , ſo WIII Gold inco Gold , and the

hag
is to be underſtood of all the other Mer ,

tals .

Now foralmuch as Hermes faid , that the Soul

alone
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The Soulis alone is that medium which joines the ſpirit to the Huthat medi - à $ > fubtilum where - Body , itwas not without caufe he faid fo . For

withthe foul
e teito fecing Sulphur isthac foul; and dorh like Fireri- | PHUPthe body . pen , and digeſt all Things ; it can alſo bind the

fSoul with the Body , incorporating and uniting Nthem together , fo that from thence may be produ - 10ced a moft excellent body . Now the common
l Tcombuſtible Sulphur is not to be taken for the ſoul aof metals , for the foul is another manner of thing ethena combuſtible , and corruptible body.
Ta

What thé Wherefore it can be deftroyed by no Fire , fecing e
Soul o£ me- indeed it isall Fire it felf : and . indeed it is no -cun

thing elfe but che quinteffence of Sulphur , which
|is extracted out of reverberated Sulphur by the fpi |

i rit of wine , bẹingof a red colour , and as tranſpa :|
rent as a Rabie : and which indeed isa grear , and
excellent Arcanum , for the tranfmuting of white |

- —
metals and to coagulate living Mercury into fixt,
and true Gold , Eſteem this as an enriching trea -
ſure , and thou maift be well contested with this ,
only fecret in the Tranfmutation of metals ,

RE Concerning the generacion of minerals , and
the genera :™

half metals , nothing elſe need be known then
i ) omofa what wasarfirft faid concerning metals , viz - that

aerels . they are in like manner produced of the three
i Principles , wiz . Mercury , Sulphur , and Salgal -

though not as metals of perfe &t but of the more |
7

imperfect , and baler Mercury , Sulphur , and Salt ,
ii andl yet with cheir diſtinct colours .

Wbenee the. The generation of Gemms is from the ſubtilty
generation of the Earth , of tranſparent and cryftalline Mer-

cury , Sulphur , and Salt , even according to theit
diſtinct colours .

But
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But the generation of common Stones is of the Alfeo£
fubtilty of water , of mucilaginous Mercury , Sul - Stones .

phur, and Salt . For of the mucilaginoufnefs of

Water are produced all ftones, as alfo fand , and

gravel are thence coagulated into Stones , as we of -

ten ſee ,
For any ftone putin the Water , dothfudden - Anartifciat

ly contract a mucilaginouſneſs to it ſelfl . Now if

that mucilaginous matter be taken from this Stone ,
7

and coagulated in a glafs , it becomes fuch a Stone ,
as wasin that Water , burit would require a long
time before it would be coagulated of it ſelt .
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