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Of the life of Natural Things.

Oman can deny thac Air giveslife to Whatufe
iia : the Air is
all Things, bodies and {ubftances, for,astothe
thatare produced, and generated of .’r'!::n‘;i
the Earth, Now you muft know*
what , and what manner of thing the life of eve-
1y thing in particular is 3 and icis nothing clfe
then a {piritual eflence, a thing thacis invifible, gy, e
impalpable, a fpirit, and {piricual. Wherefore life of things
there is no corporeal ching, which hath nota fpi- l\?\;"h:lt[‘!‘.ings
rit lying hid in ic, as alloalife, which, as I faid baveli.
before, is nothing bur a {piricual ching.  For aor
only that hath life which moves , and ftirs, as
Men, Animals, Vermineof the Earch, Birdsin

the
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rgo  Of the Rature of Things, Liby
the Air, Fithin cheSea, buralloall corporeal, and }y’. alt
fubftantial things, - For here we muft know chat ccnag
God in the beginning of the Creation of all chings we.nl‘
ereated no body ar all without its {piric; whichi 5
Gl et have r
ecretly contains init. beir f
Wt i the  For what isthe body withour a {piric ? Nothidy hlm
er {4 g . - .
e e at all, Wherefore the fpiric conainsin ic fecredy s
spirit and the vertue, and power of the thing and not ¢ P W
the Body. L . 2 as we
body. For in the body thereis death, and cheboe: ¢
dy is the fabject of deachi, neither isanyelfero be fﬂ?;’
fough forin the body, but death. «eft rc
The Splee For tharmay feveral ways be deftroyed , and 'i‘h
Reverdiess  corrupted, buc the (piriccannot. Forche livingfpief )
rit remains for ever, and alfoisthe {ubject of lik, s i'n
and preferves the body alive 5 buc in the ruisie o e
the body it is feparaced from it; and leaves behind =
i a dead body , and returns to its place from dOthP;
whence it came, iz, into the Chaos, and the Air i)
of theupperand lower Firmament. Henceicapf o
pears chac chere are divers {piries, as well asdiven | ¢
bodies }:ngot
ik PP : e
£ For there are [pirits Celeftial, Infernal, Humans :
The divilion : 3 - . gamﬂ
of the spiric Metalline, Mineral, of Salts, of Gems, of Mara: s
aceording to fices, of Arfenicks, of Potable things, of Roots, of
the variety f : ) Ay 2 to we
of bodies. Juiices, of Fle(h, of Blood, of Bones, &e. Wherelf 2g
“The Spirit fore alfo know chat the {piricis moft cruly chelifer o ¢
js the life of and balfome of all Corporeal chings. But now we s
ﬁ;’lg‘:‘;““ will proceed co the fpecies, and briefly defcribe to F 104
youn this place chie life of every natural thing 0\ (-
particular. b
What the The lifetherefore of all men isnothing elfe but o
lifeofman 5 Aftral balfome, a Balfamick impreffion , and4 T
celeftial invifible Fire, an inclzded Air, and a tine R
ging fpiritof Salt, I cannor name it more plain= b iy
ly;
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ly, although it be fet our by many names. And
feeing we have declared che beft , and chiefeft,
we (hall be filenc in chefe which arelefs marerial.

The life of Metals isa {ecrer fatnefls, which they
have received from Sulphur, which is manifeft by
their flowing,for every cthing thac flows in che fire,
flows by reafon of that fecrer facnefs thac is in
it : unlefs that were in it, no Metal could flow,
as welfeein Iron, and Sceel, which have lefs Sul-
phury, and Fatnefs, than all the other Metals,
wﬁereforc they are of a dryer Nature chan all che
reft,

The Life of Mercury is nothing elfe bu the in=
ternal hear, and excernal coldne(s, 7, e. it makes
the internal part of its Body hor, and the out=
ward parc cold, and therefore might well be
compared toa Garment made of Skins, which
doth even as Mercury make hot and cold. For
if a man wears fuch 2 Garment it makes him
warm , and keeps him from the cold ; but if the
fmooth part of thofe Skins be put upon his na-
ked Body, it makes him cold , and is good a=
gainft too much heats wherefore it was a cu-
ftom in ancient time, and Rill isin (ome places,
towear Skins as well in Summer as in Winter,
as againft Cold in the one, fo againft Heac
1n the other: in Summer they turn the {mooth
fide inward, and the hairy fide oucwardy and
1 the Winter the hairy fide inward , and the
fmooth fide outward, = As therefore you have
heard of the Garment of Skins, {0 alfo ic may be
{aid of Mercury,

The life of Sulphur is a combufRible, (tinking

f_a_mefs,for \p’hiiﬁ it burns, and ftinks,ic may be
faid to be alive, N

LNOW
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192 Dfthe Matureof Things, Libjl L

What the Now the life of all Sales is nothing elfe buc the Gum
e e {pirit of eAguefirtis: for thar water being drawn) BIVES
from them , that which remainsin the borcom, js ‘h?‘f_‘
called dead Earth. ﬂ””"‘
What the The life of Gemms, and Corals is only their {‘_—1“,
2;3%0?:{? colour, which with {pirit of Wine may be taken l;:cc]E’
is. from them. ‘ : : v
What the Thelifeof Peatls is nothing elfe but cheir {plen Tl

life of  dor, which they loofe in calcinacion. W
What the Thelife of the Loadftone is the fpirit of Jron, C,;?]'
i}i:é’;;?ﬁs which may be extraéted , and taken away with Tl
: {piric of Wine. the S
Thelifeof ©  The life of Flints is a mucilaginous Mav e
e e 5 R parat
Thelifeof  ~ Thelife of Marcafites, Cachymia, Talcum, Co- N
Marcaliss  baleum, Zimti, Granata, Wifmaty and of Andmef | -
ny isa tingino Metalline {piric. g
Thelifeof ~ Thelife of Alfemcks,Aunpxgmcm O permen P
=i Realgar, and fuch like matters; is a Mineyaly and sy
coagulated poifon. T

The life of

The life of Excrements, 7. ¢/ of mansdungyof ip
beafts dung is their ftinking fmell, for chis beingd .o
loft chey are dead. will
The life of Thelife of Aromatical Things,ziz, of Muski . ye
%Hi,;;;,:ncal Amber-Gryle , Civer, dnd - whatfoever yeildss the |

*  ftrong, good, and fweet {mell; is noching ellebur’ ¢

that grateful odour : forif they loofe chistheyath o

dead and of no ule. T

The life of The life of fweer Things, as of Sugar, He' 4]l o

’%ﬁ%s_ ney, Manna, Cafha, and {uch like isin cheir ting T

ing , and fubrile {weetnefls, for if-chac {weetnth] it js
be raken from chem by diftilling, or fubliming

they are dead, unproficable and nothing worth.

Thelife of all Rozzens, as Amber, Turpenting|
Gumny
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The life of |

Gumm, is the maciliginous (hining fatnels, which T
L0ZZeN.

gives thac cxcellent Vernifh tothem all: for when
they will yield ni0 more Vernith , and lofe cheix
thining, they aredead:

The Life of Heibs, Reots, Apples, and other
fiich like Feuir; is noching elfe but the Liquor of
the Earch, which chey lofe of their own accord 5
ifthey do but want Waterand Earth.

The life of Wood is 2 cerrain Rozzen, for any Thelife of
Wood if ic want Rozzen can live nolonger. ot

The Life of Bones is the Liquer of Mummie.  The fife of

The Life of Fleth and Blood is fiothing elfe but 5one. <
the Spirit of Sal¢,which preferves them from ftink- Flefh.
ing and purrefaltion, and is of ic felf as water fe-
parated from them. .

Now concerning the Life of Elements, you muft The Life o
kiow that che Life of Water is its running. For o ——
when by chie coldnicfs of the Eirmament it is con-
gealed into Ice, icis dead, and ics mifchievoufnefs
istaken from it,chat no body can be drowned inic.

The Life of Fire is Air, for Air makes Firebufn Selay
with greacer vehemency arid heac: Allo there tife of
cometh forch from all Firea kind of, Air, which Fireis
will blow out a2 Candle, and drive up a Feacher,
a5 you may daily fee before your eyes. Wherefore
the Flame of Fire is choaked if ic be fo ftopr up,
tharic tan neither receive in Air, nor ler ontics
own Air. L5

The Air tives by and of ic (elf, and giveslife to What the
all other things. Mo oes

The Earch of it {elf is dead, buc che Element of whatabe,

LYo s e ST R ; : : ERacth
it is an iavifible and {esrec life. it arkarty

o OF :

The life of
Plantsa

s
=
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