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The fourth Book .

Of the life of Natural Things .

O man can deny that Air gives life to

all Things , bodies and ſubſtances ,
thatare produced , and generated of

the Earth Now you muft know ‘

what , and what manner of thing the life of eve -

ry thing in particular is ; and - itis nothing elfe

thena Ípiritual effence , a thing thacis invifible ,
impalpable , a ſpirit , and ſpiritual . Wherefore

there is no corporeal ching , which hath nota fpi-
rit lying hid in it , as alloalife , which , as L faid

before , is nothing bur a ſpiritual ching . For aot

only that hath life which moves , and ftirs , as

Men , Animals , Vermine of the Earth , Birdsin
the
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Df the Matute of Things . Lib. :
the Air , Filh ia the Sea , bucal { o all corporeal , and

fubftantial thingse For here we muft know tha

God in the beginning of the Creation of all things
created no body at all without its fpirits which ir

{ecretly contains in ite

What is tbe For what isthe body withouc a fpiric ? Nothing
difference Si KE a

berwiat the at all . Wherefore the ſpirit contains in it ſecrech
san , a the vertue , and power of the thing , and not the

”
body . For in the body there is death , and the bo

dy is the fabjetof death , neither is any elfeto be

fought torin the body , but death .

The Spirit For chat may ſeveral ways be deftroyed , and
aever diese

Corrupted , buc the fpiritcannote For che living fpi-
rit remainsfor ever , and alfo isthe fubjet of life,
and preferves the body alive 3. but in the rüine of

the body it is feparated from it ; and leaves behind |
it a dead body , and returns to its place froni |
whence it came ; viz , into the Chaos , and the Ait

of the upperand lower Firmament . Hence it ap

pears chat chere are divers ſpirits , as well as dives

bodies .
riait

For there arclpirits Celeftial, Infernal, Humans
ofthe Spirit Metalline , Mineral , of Salts , of Gems , of Marca

saig fites, of Arfenicks , of Potable things , of Roots , of

ol bodies . Juices , of Flelh, of Blood , of Bones , & c . Where⸗

Tle Spirit
fore alſo ænow that the ſpirit is moft truly the life

pirit T
isthe life of and balfome of all Corporeal things . But now we

a will proceed tothe fpecies , and briefly defcribe to

youin this place the life of every natural thing in

particular .
The life therefore of all men isnothing elfe but

an Aſtral balſome , a Balſamick impreſſion , anda

celeſtial inviſible Fire , an included Air , and a tin -

ging ſpirit of Salt . J cannot name it more plain-
ly;
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ly, although it be {et ouc by many names , And

feeing we have declared the beft , and chiefeft ,

we ( hall be filent in thefe which arelefs material .
a

The life of Metals isa fecret fatnefs , which they Wiatthe
have received from Sulphur , which is manifeft by tals is .

their flowing,for every thing that flows in the fire ,
flows by reafon of that fecret facnefs that is in

it : unlefs that were in it , no Metal could flow ,
as wefeein Iron , and Steel , which have lefs Sul -

phur , and Fatnefs , - than all the other Metals ,
wherefore they are of a dryer Nature than all che

reſt.
The Life of Mercury is nothing elfe but thein - what the

ternal hear , and external coldnefs , 4e . it makes ai otMns
the internal part of its Body hor , and the oute

Mecur
Mercury is

ward part cold , and therefore might well be tiketo a

compared toa Garment made of Skins , which Skins
£

doth even as Mercury make hot and cold . For

if a man wears fuch a Garment it makes - him

warm , and keeps him from thecold : buc if the

lmooth part of thoſe Skins be put upon his na -
ked Body , it makes him cold , and is good a -

gainft too much heats wherefore it was a cu -
ftom in ancient time , and Rill isin { fome places ,
to wear Skinsas well in Sammer as in Winter ,
as againſt Cold in the one , ſo againſt Heat
in the other : in Summer they turn the ſmooth
fide inward , and the hairy ſide outward ; and
in the Winter the hairy fide inward ; and the
fmoorh fide oucward . As therefore you have

heard of the Garment of Skins , {o alfo it may be
faid of Mercury ,

The life of Sulphur is a combuſtible , ſtinking Wbat the

fatneſs, for whilſt it burns , and ſtinks ,it may be P —

ſaid to be alive . NINOW



192 Df the Mature of Things . Libii Lib .

hat rhe daN ow te life of all Salts is nothing elfe but the Gum
îs , {pirit of eAguafartis : for thar ' waterbeing drawn) BES

from them , that which remains inthe bortom , is they
called dead Earth :

fhini :

apaare The life of Gemms, and Corals is only their S
and Corals , Colour , which with {pirit of Wine may be taken

acp

is. from them . the E

What the The life of Pearls is nothing elfe but their {plen I
| e dor , which they, loofe in calcination .

WIR Thelife of the Loadftone is the fpirit of Iron, m
ui ulone which may be extracted , and taken away with s
n ſpirit of Wine . EE Da hes

| Thelifeof ' = The life of Flints is a mucilaginous Mat
a

ter .

Thelifeof The life of Marcaſites , Cachymia , Talcum , Cof U
Marcalires balum , Zimri , Granata , Wifmat , and of Antimo

pi `
n ny isa tinging Metalline ſpirit . A
D T: kaef Thelife of Arfenicks , Auripigment , Opermen ol

| Arlenicks .
Realgar , and fuch ' like matters ; isa Mineral , and E

ea
coagulated poifon . T

The li ' e oe
The life of * Excrementsy ż. e of mans dungiotl with

o
beaſts dung is their ſtinking fmell , for this bein

EE | loft they are dead . Wili

Theliteof - Thelifeof Aromatical Thingsyvże , of Mush as yc

Ii Aromatica ! Amber - Gryfe , Civet , ånd - whatfoever yeildsál the
a ingre i 3

ai ftrong , good ; and ſweet ſmell , is nothing elſe bu that
that gratefal odour : for if they looſe chis they aæ oun
dead and of no uſe . 1i

Mi - The life of { weet Things , as of Sugar , Ho all
1 íweet ia p 126 X

|
Tring . ney , Manna , Catſia , and ſuch like is in their ting i

ing , and fubtile {weetnels , for if - that ſweetneb it is

be taken from them by diſtilling , or ſubliming

they are dead , unprofitable and nothing worth .

The life of all Rozzens , as Amber , Turpentine |
Gumm ,
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Lib .4. Okthe Nature of Things.
Gumm , is the maciliginous fhining fatnefs , which

gives that cxcellent Verniſh tothem all : for when
they will yield a0 more Vernifh , and lofe their

fhining , they are dead

The Life of Herbs , Roots , Apples, and other

fach like Fruits is n6thing elle but the Liquor ọf
tHe Earth , which they lofe of their ọwn accord s

ifthey do but want Water and Earth .

The life of Wood isà certain Rozzen , for any

Wood if ic want Rozzen can live nolonger .
The Life of Bones is - the Liquor of Mummie .

The Life of Flefh and Blood is ñothing elſe but

the Spirit of Salt,which preſerves them from ftink -

ihg and putrefaction ,and isof it ſelf as water ſe⸗

parated from them .
Now concerning the Life of Elements , you muft

know that the Life of Water is its running . For

when by che coldneſs of the Eirmament it ĩs con -

gealed into Ice , ĩc is dead , and its miſchievouſneſs
is taken from it , that no body can be drowned in it .

The Life of Fire is Air , for Ait makes Fire bufn

with grester vehemency and heat : Allo there
cometh forth from all Firea kind of, Air , which

will blow out a Cañdle , and drive up a Fêather ,

as you may daily {ee before your eyes . Wherefore

the Flame of Fire ischoaked if it be {o ftopt up ,

that it can neither receive ia Air , ñor let out its

own Aif . :

The Air lives by and of it felf , and giveslife to

all ocher things .

_
The Earth ofit felfis dead , Buc the Element òf

it is añ invifible and fesrer life .
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