
Badische Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Digitale Sammlung der Badischen Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

A New Light Of Alchymy

Se̜dziwój, Michał
Paracelsus

London, 1674

The sixth book

urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-96299

https://nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-96299


auhi :.
A

& ed in few

iral things ,
be brought
hat Vertues

| have been

300k, of the
OF THE

NATURE

THINGS .

nomad The firth Book .

Of the Refurrečtion of Natural Things ,

HE Refurre &tion and renewing of Te ai
OF Natural things is not the leaft , but Natural

a profound and great fecret ain things ;

the Nature of things , and rather

Divine ; and Angelical , than Hu -

mane and Natural .

I defire to be here underftood with gteat di -

ſtinction , and no otherwiſe than my opinion is ,

and Nature doth daily and manifeſtiy hew , and

experience make good , left I ( hould be expoſed to

the Lies and Slanders of Mountebanks , my ene -

mies ( which do conftrueall chat I do in the worſt

fenfe) as if 1 would ufurp the Divine Powers and
Pà actri -
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Death is
twofold »

Whatthings
may be raj -
fed again .

attribute this to Nature , which { he was never able

to perform : Wherefore we muft cautioufly con -
fider thar there is a twofold Death , vize violent ,
and voluntary . The one can raife a thing again ,
the other not . Wherefore , do not ! believe thofe

Sophifters that fay , that a thing thar is once dead,
or mortified , can never . be raifed again , and that

make no account of reſuſcitation , and reſtauration

of things , which error indeed of theirsis nor the

leaft . And indeed it is true , that whatſoever dy-
eth , or perifheth with a natural death , and what

Nature mortifies by reaſon of her predeſtination ,
God alone can raiſe again , or muſt of neceſſity be

done by his command : fo wharfoever Nature de -

ſtroys , Man cannot reſtore again . But whatſoever

Man deſtroys he can reſtore again , and being re -

ſtored ſpoil again ; and Man ‘ hath no further

power of himſelf , and if he fhould attempt to do

any thing . more , he would arrogate the powerof
God to himfelf , and yet he would labour in vain ,
and be confounded , unlefs God did afift him ,
or he had fo much faith a ro remove mountains :

Evento fuch a man this is pofible , and greatet

things than chis . Becaule the Scripture faith , and
Chriſt -hiMelf {pake it . IF thou baft faith asa

grain of Muftard - {ced , and faift unto this Moun -

tain , Go and be removėd thither , and it {hall be

removed , and all chings be poſſible to thee , and no -

thing impoſſible .
Buc to return to our purpofe,: what difference

then there is betwixt dying , and being mortified ,
and which of cheſe may be railed again , ſo theſe

are to be underſtood . Whatſoever naturally dies

hach its end by predeſtination , and ſo the Will
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and Ordination “of God permits . Yec it hap - What ting

pens that this ‘ is alfo done by divers Difeafes ,
cannot be

and raited again⸗
various Cafualties , and this can never be raifed

again, neither is there any preſervative to be uſed

againſt predeſtination , and the natural term of

life . But that which is mortified may be both

raifed again and revived , which may be proved
by divers argūments , which we fhall fet down in

theend of this Book .

Wherefore there is a great difference betwixt
It is one
thing to die

dying and being mortified , neither muft they be ard - anorkt
thing to be

taken for one and the fame thing , under the fame mortified

name , For in every example they are far different

For look upon a man that diesa natural and pre -
deRtinated death , what further good or profit is

there in him ? Nothing , he is only caft into the

Earth to worms . For he is a ſtinking carkaſs , and

due to the earth .

Bur the ſame is not to be underſtood of ⁊

that is lain with a Sword , or dies by fome

man

fuch

like violent deach . For his whole Body is profi -
table and good , arid may be prepared intoa moft

bretious Mummie . For although the Spirit of

Life went out offuch a Body , yet che Balſome ,
in which lies the Lite , remains , which indeed

doth as Balfome preferve other mens Bodies .

So you may fee in Metals , when à Metal is a⸗·

bout to die , it begins to be overcome with ruft ,
and as much as is thüs overcome , is dead and
when all the Meral is devoured with ruft , ic is all

dead; and fucha ruft can neveg be reduced in -

to true Metal again , bur it becomes only Drofsy
and noc Meral , For it is dead ; and Dearh is

in it , neither hath it any mors Balſome of
P3 Life ,
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Life , but is quite deſtroyed in it ſelf . it is t

The dife - ` : Now the Calx of Metals , and their aſhes atre that

reice ber tw/o things : And there is a great difference be: - in m

CalxofMe - twixt thefe two , for one may be revived , and ! acrui

zal and e, brought back again into a Metal , but the other ſon o

not : the one is volatile , the other fixed , the one dred ,
died , the other mortified. low,

What the The Afhes is volatile , and cannot . be brought As

ik back into a Metal , only into Glafs and Droſs ; but unde

the Calx of Merals is fixed , and may be brought takts

What the. Dack into its own Metal . your

Calxof Me- - But to underftand the difference ,and the cauſe be re

talsis © know ; that in rhe Aſhes there is leſs Fatneſs , and W

more drynefs than in the Calx - which indeed ! prepa
makes it fluxil : bue the Calx is fatter and moi tile b

fter than the Ahes and doth Rill retain its Re) tar |

ſine , and Fluxibleneſs , and eſpecially the Salt , inlep
Which naturally is fluxil , and makes Metals flow, you <

and reduceth them . - Hence now it follows , that Bi

the Sal : muſt be extracted out of the Aſhes of Me. am
tals , that the / may not be brought back into : tifiec

Metal , then they are perfectly volatile ; and thi) butc

difference and this clauſe is chiefly to be taken no- ànd

a
tice of, for much depends upon ite

|
cout

of Moùntes . For amongft Mountebanks thisis no fmallerron ! are b

panks con - whoin ſtead of potable Gold , the Quinteſſence d alive
Gold Gold , Tincture of Gold , & , have given to mea) allee

i
an impure Calz of Gold , not confidering the dik fed,

ference , and evil that follows uponite For ther fleep
are cwo remarkable and neceffary things to be w whic

ken notice of here , viz , they

Firſt , that Gold calcined ; or powdered ; ifith ! Wou

given to Men , isgathered into one heap in the fto be p

mach, or goeth forth again with thedungyand b tent
1
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it istaken in vain , without doing any good : or

chat Which is reduced by the great inward heat

in mans Body , it gilds over , and makes hard in

a cruft both rhe Bowels and Stomach , by tea -

fon of which the conco &tion of the Stomach is hin -

dred , whence many and various Sickneffes fol -

low, aiid at length death it felf .

As you have beard of Gold , fo alfo muft it be When me-

underitood of all the other Merals,viz . that you tick Araz
take not any Metallick Arcanum , or Medicine into taken in -

your Body , unlefsit be firt made volatile , and it Wardy ,

be reduced into no Meral .

Wherefore che firft degree , and beginning to e
prepare potable Gold ischis : {o may fuch a vola - potable and

tile be afterwards diffolved in Spirit of Wine ,
irpeduci iie

that both may afcend together , be made volatile ,

inleparable. And as you prepare Gold , ſo may

yow allo prepare potableD 2 d Y h and Y. ;

But to retutn to our purpoſe , let us prove by The rinig
ëxamples and fufficient reafons , that things mor ~ things is

tified are notdead , and forced to abide in death , Prora Ta
but may be reduced , raifed again , and revived , ofa

Lyon. ,
and this truly by Man , and according to the

courfe of Narūre . You fee Liònshow all of them

are broughce forth dead , and firft ofall are made

alive by the roaring of their Parents , as one that is

alleep is raiſed with a noiſe , fo alfo are Lionsrais How Lyons

fed, nor that they are thus afleep , Cfor they which ĝre madea-
fleep a natural ſieep muft of necelity rifeagain ,

`

which the Lions of them { elves do not . ) For if
they were not raifed by this roaring , they
would remäin dead , and Life would never

be perceived ih them , Wherefore it is appa -

tent , that by this roaring they receive their life .

, P4 So
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The revi -
ving of dead
Flicse

So allo you fee in all Animals which are
not ingendered , but proceed from pucrefa &ti -
on , as Flies , which if they be drowned in wa !

‘ ter , that no Life ar alf is perceived in them ,
and if they were fo left , they would continue

dead , and never return to life of themfelves

any moree But if thou caft Salt upon them ,
and put them in the warm Sun , or behind a
warm Furnace , they will recover their former life ,
and this truly is a raifing of them upagain , Fo
if this were not done, they would continue E
for ever .

Toe gara So allo you fee ina Serpent , if he be cut
ay Serpents { nto pieces , and thefe pieces put into a gourdof one:

Glaſs , and be putrefied in Horſe - dung , the
whole Serpent will become living again in the

Glafs , in the form either of Worms or Spawn
of Fiſhes . And if choſe Worms be in a fitting
manner brought out of putrefaction , and now
rifhed , many hundred Serpents will be brought
out of one Serpent , whereof every one will be

as big as the firftz which is done only by pu-
pretation , And asit js faid of the Serpent ; fo
alfo many other Animals may be raifed , and re
ftoreda gain .

Virgi ! ew _- According to this procefs Fermes and Yi

aeayonr to Ki have attempted ( by che alliſtance of Ne .

telves after gromancy ) to renew , and raiſe chemſelvesel⸗

Hermes and

Death . ter Death , and to be born again , as Infants
but ir ſucceeded nor according to their put -

poſe.
Therchfi - But toomit examples, and fall upon the Praxis

Menis is Of Refurreétion and Reftauration , itis neceffary
swořoide and moft convenient to begin with Meals , foral
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much as Metalline bodiesdo oftentimes refemble

mens bodies.
We muſt know therefore , that the Reſurrecti -

on and Reſtauration of Metals is twofold . The

one which doth reduce calcined Metals into cheir

firſt Metallick body : the other which doth re -
duce Metals into their firſt matter , i . e. into

Quick - ſilver .
The proceſs of the latter is this : Calcine a

Metal with common Quick - filver , put this Calx ,
and as much Quick - filver intoa Sublimatory ,
and let them ſtand {o long till both be coagula -
ted into an Amalgama ; then ſublime the Mer -

cury from the Calx , then grind it again with
the Metallick Calx , and ſublime it as before ,
this do fo often , till the Metallick Calx ſhall o -
ver a Candle melt like Wax , or Ice , and then it
is well done . Puc this Meral in digeftion for a

time , and ic will all be turned into Qaickfilver ,
i ex into its fiift matier , which Mercury of Me -

talsis indeed called the Mercury of Philofophers ,
which many Alchymifts have fought after , but
fewchave found . Now after this manner may
Quick filver be prepared out of all Metals , vize
Y auri DIFTAR . ,

Now the raifing again , or reſtoring of coagu -
lated : Mercury is done by Diſtillation in a Re -
tort : for Quick - ſilver alone aſcends into cold

Water , the Aſhes of h L or Sulphur being left
behind .

Now the raifing - again , or Reftauration of Mer -

cury ſublimed is done in ſeething hot Water :
bucit muft firft beground very ſmall , ſo the hot
Water will ſeparate from it the Spirit of Sale

and

217

The redu -
cing of Me-
tals into
Quickſilver .

Thereduĝ &i -
on of fubli -
mate , & the
higheſt pur⸗
ging ot ĩt .
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and Vitriol , which it carries up with it ; the

Quick - filver running in the bottom of the Wa -|
ters Now if - rhis Quick - filver ſhall be again
fublimed with Salt ånd Vitriol , and revived a:

gain in hot Water , and chis done ſeven or eight
times , it can nevet be better purged , and re -

newed .

And this may be kept for a great fecret in

Alchymy and Phyfick , and be much rejoiced in .

For by this means all impurity , blacknefs , and

poĩſonouſneſs is taken awaye |

Mercury calcined can never be reſtored again
without ſublimation ; for unleſs it be ſublimed
after calcination , it will never Berevived , where -

fore thou ſhalt firſt ſublime it , and then reduceit

as other Sublimate .
The Reluſcitation of Azure Cinnabar , Aaram

2ta , alſo of Precipitate , that they may be reduced
into Quick- ſilver is thus : |

Take either of cheſe , grind it ſmall upon
|

marble ; maké it up into a Paft withthe Whicteof |

an Egg and Sope , then make Pills of the bigueſsol
Filbeards ; : which put into a ftrong earthen gourd,
upon the mouth of it puc a plate of Iron , with

many little holes in it , and lute it on , and diftilit

per deſcenſum with a ſtrong fire , ſo that it may
fall into cold Water , and thou ſhalt have the

Quick - ſilver again .

aeai Now the Reſuſcitation , and reftoring of Wood

thatisbunt is hard and difficult , yet pofible to Nature ,

but without much skilfulneſs and induſtry it

can neyer be done : But to revive it the procek
is chlis ?

The redu -
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vich it ; the Take Wood which muſt firſt be a Coal , then
of the Wa . Aſhes , which pūt into : a gourd togecher with rhe

ll be again Reſine , Liquor and Oybof that Tree , of each a
| revived as! Jike weight , mingle them , and melt them wich à

ven or eight ſolt heat , and there will be a mucilaginous mat -

d , aid re . tet , and ſo thou haſt the chtee Principles ,of whick
all chings are produced , and generated , vis .

at fecret in! Flegm , Fatneſs and Aſhes .

j rejoiced in . The Flegm is Mercury , the Fat is Sulphur , Tieren
cknefs and! the Afhes isSalte For whatfoever fumes and e- its Mercury ,

~ | vaporates in the Fire is Mercury : whatſoever SA
tored agai | flames , and is burnt , is Sulphur , and ' all Afhes Afes its

ye ſublimed is Salt .

ed , where- Now fecing thou haft thefe three Principles to -

en reduceit | gether , put them in Horſe - dung , and putrefie
them for a time . If afterward that matter be

bar , Aaram | put in , and buried in fat ground , thou fhalt

| fee it live again , and a Jitcle Tree {pring from

thence , which truly in vertue is far more ex -
all upona | cellent than the formere This Tree or Wood is

ie Whiteck and is called Regenerate Wood , renewed and

xe bigsefsof | , which from the beginning was Wood ,
then gowid, | but mortified , deftroyed , and brought into Coals ,
[ ron , with Afhes , and almoft to nothing , and yer out of

and diftilit | thae, nothing is made and renewed . This truly
hat it may | inche Light of Nature isa great Myftery , vize
t have the | thata thing which had utterly loftits form , and

: was reduced to nothing , fhould recover its form ,

g of Wood | and of nothing be made fomerhing , ‘ which after -

> Nature , ward becomes much more excellent in vertue and
induſtry it chicacy chan ĩt was at firſt .

octhe procels Burt to {peak generally of the Refurre &tion and rule for rai -

Reſtauration of Natural things , you muft knows foga things ,

| that the chicfeft foundation here; isy that that be

Take
S ;

reſtored
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reſtored to every thing , and made to agree wickit ,
which was takergfrom it in mortification , and fes

parated from it , whichis hard to be herè ſpeci-
fically explained . Wherefore we fhall conclude

this Book , and ſhall ſpeak of cheſe things more

at large în the next Book , Concerning the tranf :
mutations of Natural things .
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