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and ſo it pleaſed God it ſhould be : Theſe four
never are ac reft, buc are always &ing one upon
another ; and every one by it felf fenderth forth his
own ` thinnefs , and fubtilty , and eey all meet in
the Center : now in the Center is che Archeùs ,
the fervant of Nature , which mizeth thofe Sperms,
and ſends chem forth . And he that is done is
co be feeri more fully in the Epilogue of che twelve

Treatiſes .

The third Treatile .

OF the true frf Matter of - Metals

EHe firt Matter of Merals is twofold , but
the one cannot make a Metal without the o -

ther . The firſt and principal is the humidity ot
the Air mixed with hear ; and this the Philoſo -

phers called Mercury , whìch is governed b
the Beams of the Sun and Moon in the Philoſo -
phical Sea , che fecond is the dry heat of the Earth ,
which they called Sulphur . ~ But becaufe all true

Philofophers chiefly concealed this , we wilta lit -
tle more clearly explain it ; eſpecially the weight

or poiſe , Which being unknown , all things are
ſpoiled . Thence it is, chat many bring forth an
Abortive out of chat Which is good] ; for there be
{ ome that take the whole Body for the Matter , or
Seed , or Sperm ; and ſome that take a piece , and
all theſe go beſide the right way : As for exam -
ple3 if any one ſhould take the Foot of a Man i
and the Hand ofa Woman , and would by mixing; ;

theſe
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cheſe two together make a Man , it were not pof -

ble tobe done » For there is in every Body a Cen -

ter , and a place or the point of the Seed or Sperm ,

and is always the 8200th . part , yea even 1n every

Wheat Corn 5 and chis cannot be otherwife. For

not the whole Corn ór Body is turned into Seed ,

butonly a {park, or fome certam {mall neceflary

part in the Body , which is preferved by. its Body

from all excefive heat and cold . If thon haft ears ,

or any fenfe , mark well . what is here faid , and thou

fhalt be ſafe, and out of the number not only of

thofe who areignorantof che plice of the Sperm ,

and endeavour to convert the whole Corn into

Seed ; but alfo of them all , who are employed in

che fruitleſs Diſſolution of Metals and are deſi -

rous to diffolve the whole of Metals , that after -

wards by their mutual Commixtion they make a

new Metal . But theſe men , if they confidered the

procefs of Nature , ſhould fee that the cafe is far

otherwife ; for there is no Metal fo pure , which
hath nor its impurities , yet one more or fewer than

another . Bnt thou , Friendly Reader , fhalt oba
ferve the firk point of Nature , as is abovefaid $

and thou haft enough : but rake this caution a -

long with thee ; that thou doft nor ſeek for this
Pointin the Metals of the vulgar , in which itis

not . For theſe Metals , eſpecially che Gold of the
vulgar , are dead , but oursare living , full of ſpirit ,

and cheſe wholly muft betaken : for know , that
the Life óf Metals is Fire whilft they are yet in

their Mines ; and their Death isthe Fire , viz . o

Melting . Now che firſt Matter of Metals is a

certain Humidity mixed with warm Air , and it

reſemnbles far Water , Kicking to every thing pure
; or
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or impure , but in one place more abundantly
than in another , by the realon the Earth is more

open and porous in one place than in another ,
having alfo an attractive Power . It comes fortk
into the light ſometimes by it ſelf , with ſome kind
of Covering , efpecially in fuch places where there
was nothing thatit could well ftick to ; it is
known thus , ,becaufe every . thing is compounded
of three Principles ; buc in reference tothe Matter
of Metals is but one , without any conjan &ion to

any thing , excepting to its Covering or Shadow ,
viz . Sulphur , c :

Che kourth Treatile .

How Metals are . generated in the . Bowels

of the Earth

Etals are brought forth in this manner :
1 After che four Elements have fent : forth
their Virtues into the - Center of the Earth > the
Archeus by way of Diftillation fends them up un -
to the Superficies of the Earth , by vertue of the
heat of its perpetual motion : for thé Earth is po-
rous , and this Wind by diftilling through the
Pores of che Barth , is refolved into Water , out of
which all things arè made . Therefore let the Sons
of Wifdom know , that the Sperm of Metals doth
nor differ fromthe Sperm of all things , viz the
moift Vapour : therefore in vain do Artifts look
after the reducingof Metalsinto their frf Matter ,
whichis only a Vapour . The Philoſophers meant
not ſuch a firſt Matter , but only the fecond Mat -
der , as Bernardus Treviſamus⸗ learnedly diſcuſſeth
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