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or impure, but in one place more abundandy
than in another, by the reafon the Earch is more
open and porous in one place than in another,
having alfo an actra&ive Power. Xt comes forth
into the light fometimes by ic {elf, with fome kind
of Covering, efpecially in fuch places where chere
was nothing that it could well ftick toy it is
known thus, becaufe every thing is compounded
of three Principless bur in reference to the Marrep
of Metals is but one, without any conjun&ion ro
any thing , excepting to its Covering or Shadow,
wiz. Sulphur, &-c.

- @he fourth Treatife,

How ¢ Metals are Zenerated in the Bowels
of the Earth,

Erals are brought forth in this manger.
3 Afrer che four Elements have fenc forch
their Vircues into the Center of the Earch, the
Axcheus by way of Diftillacion fends them up un-
to the Superficies of the Earch, by verrue of the
heat of its perpetnal motion : for the Earch is po-
rous, and this Wind by difblling through the
Pores of the Earth, is refolved into Water, out of
which all things are made. Therefore let the Sons
of Wifdom know, thar che Sperm of Metals doth
not differ from the Sperm of all things, viz the
moift Vapour: therefore in vain do Artifts look
after che reducing of Metalsinto their i Matcer,
whichis only a Vapour. The Philofophers meant
not fucha firft Matcer, buc only the fecond Mat-
tery as Bernardus. Trevifanms learnedly difcuflech
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icthough not foclearlys becaufe he fpeaks of the
four Elements, but yet he did fay as much, but
he fpake only to the Sons of Art. But I, that
T might the more clearly open the Theory, would
have all be admonifhed hereto take heed how
they give way to {o many Solutions, fomany Cirs
culations, o many Calcinations, and Reiterations
of the fame; for in vain is thac fought for na
hard thing, when as the thing is {ofc of icfelf 4
and every where to be had.  Lec not the firft,
but the fecond Mateer only be foughe after, wizs
that which as foon as itis conceived , cannot be
changed into:another form. But if thou inqui-
reft how a Metal may be reduced into fucha
Matter, in that kkeep clofe tothe intention ofthe
Philofophers : This thing only above all the reft
Tdefire , that the Sons of Art would underftand
the Senfe and not the Letrer of Writings, and
where Nature doth end, ziz. in Merallick Bodigs,
which in our eyes feem to be perfeét, there mulft
Axcbegin, But to return to my purpole, ( for
my intention is not here to {peak of the Stone on-
ly) lec usnow treat of the Marter of Metals, ‘A
litele before I faid, thar all things were made of
the liquid Air,orthe Vapour, w hich the Elements
by a perpecual motion diftil into the Bowels of
the Earch; and then the Archeus of Nature rakes
and (ublimes it through che Pores, and according
to its difcretion diftributes it co every place (as we
have declared in the foregoing Treatifes ) f{ofrom
the variery of places proceeds the variety of things.
There be fome. chat fappofe. ‘Satarn to have
one kind of Seed, and Gold another, and fo

all the reft of che Metals. - Buc chefe are foolifh
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_fanc;es; there is bjgs one only Seed , the fame
is found in Satwrm@hich is in Gold , the fame
in Silver which is in Iron; but the Place of the
Earch is divers, if chou underftandeft me a-
right ,_although in Silver Nature fooner hath
done its work than in Gold; and {o of the
reft. . For when thar Vapour is {ublimed from
thc Center of the Earch, it paffeth through places
t]{[I]Cl‘ cold orhoc: If therefore it paflech through
places that are hor and pure, where the facs
nels of Sulphur fticks to the Walls; 1 fay,
that Vapour which the Philofophers have cal-
led cthe Mercury of Philofopfiers applies it {elf
to, and is joyned to thac Fatnels which then
it fubhrges with it {elf; and then becomes an
Unétuofity , and leaving the name of a Vapour,
is called by the name of Fatnefs; which after-
ward coming by Sublimation unto other places
which the foregoing Vapour hach cleanfed
where the Earch is fubtil, pure and moiﬁ,
fills the Pores thereof , and is joyned to it and
fo ic is made Golds bur if thar Fatnefs come
to impure’ and cold places, it is made Lead;
bu.l: it the Earch be cold and pure , and mixed
Lvnrh Sulphur, it is made Copper, &e. For
¥y how much morea place is depurated, or clean-
{ed, by fo much the more excellenc ic makes che
Metals: for we muft know , that chac Vapour
80¢s auc continually from the Center to the Su-
pclrf_iuc;, and cleanfech thofe places through
which it paffech.  Thence it comes to pafs, that
nc;w there may be found Mines in chofe places
g¥iicre a thoufand years ago were none g for in irs
paflage 1t always fubtilizech thar whichis crude
and
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and impure, carrying ic degrees with itz
And this is the Reiteratiohsy and Circuition of
Nature 3 it is {o long fublimed in producing
new things, until che place be very well purifi-
ed ; and by how much the more ic is purified;
by fo much the nobler things it brings forch,
Now in the Winter when the Air s cold,
binding faflt the Earth, thac unétuous Vapour
is congealed , which afterward when the Spring
returns is miked together with Earch; and Wa-
ter, and fo becomes a Magnefia , drawing to it
felf the Mercury of Air like untoic felf, and
gives life to all things through the concurrence
of the Beanis of the Sun, Moon and Stars, and fo
jt brings forth Grafs,Flowers,and fuch like things.
For Nacure is not one moment of time idle.
Now Metals are chus made 5 the Earth by long
Diftillation is purified’, then they are genera-
red by the acce(s, or coming thither of the Fat-
nefs: chey are broughe forch no other way, as
is the foolith opinion of fome that mifinterpree
the Wiritings of Philofophers.
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