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The Opinions and Arguments of the Sad -

duces , and Epicures ; by which they
would prove , that the Angels and Devils
do not appear unto Men ; Confuted .

S9 Any there have been at all times , and in all Ages ,
7

which håve impugned , and ftifly denied tbe Appa -
ritions of Devills , Angells , and ’ Spirits : But iome

have done it in one fort , and fome in another . For

there be ſome , who ( totidde themſelves altogether
from the queſlion and diſputation , that migbt be

made concerning particular and Ipeciall matters , which are often

alledged , in regard of the Appatition of Specters ) do bend them -

ſelves againſt them all in generall ; That io by cutting off chie root ,

and undermining the foundation of _Priaciple well grounded ,

they may the more eafily caule theovertbrowand downtlail of all

that which dependeth upon the fame ,

They deny therefore , that there are any Angells , or Devilsatali :

or ány Spirits , ſevered and abſtracted from a corporall ſubſtance or

body : tothe end that by coñfequence they may infer and conclude ,

tharthere are not likewife ary Speđters ; por Appåritions of Spi -
tits . Such were the Sadäacés , as we máy read in the &Qs of the

Apoftles ; and the Epicures ; andithe greateſt part oſ the Peripatetichs ;
andall forts of Atheis whatfoever , Of which laft , there are

atthis day more huge numbers abounding within this our Realm

of France , then would be tolerated . Thefe men would not ftick

to affirm ( if they durſt , and were it not for fear of the Magiſtrate )
that it is free for mento abahdon themfelves to all kind of iniquity ,

impiety , and diffolute living : for ſo do they murmure , and mum -

ble , when they are alone and by themſelves ; that there is nor ei -

ther God , or any Spirits at all , good , Orevill : nor yet any Hell ,

where the Souls of wen ſhould ſuffer any pains or puniſhment ;
but that they dye together with the body : And that all whatſoe -

ver is ſaid oralledged , touching HellCtorments , is nothing but a

vain and ſuperſtitious toy , and fable ; oncly to make babes and -

Cbiluren afraid : and to wrap and tye the greateſt perſons of the

World in certain bonds of a Religious ſuperſtition : for ſo are the

wotdls Of Lucretius , in thig behalf . “ And I do believe , that they ’ do :

often fay in theit hearts , that which ‘ Pythagoras , the Samian , is
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alledged in Ouzd , to have faid to . the Inhabitants of Crotona in
Italy ,

whyfiandyou thus in fear of Styx , and fachvain dreamings,
Of Mancs , and of Spirits ; which - ate nought elfe but lea fingsè ?

Certainly he thar fhould rake uponhim , toinftru & theſe Athieſts ,ſnould but loſe bis time : becauſe they will admit ofno reaſons,no not ot thoſe that are meerly naturall . For ſeeing they do not
believe him which hath the command and rule of Nature , how can
they yield any credit or belief unto thoſe reaſons that are drawn
from , nature it felf >

Orther perfons there - are , who , being more religious ; and ho -
neſter men then thoſe former ; yet ha ve no leſſe denyed the eſſence
of Angels , Devils , and Spirits : Howbeit they have been of this
opinion : that by reaſon both of the diſtance between them and us ,and of the difficulty ofappearingina humane body ; they cannot
poſſibly preſent themſelves unto us .

Others alſo there ha ve been , who ha ve referred al ] that whichis {poken ofthe vifion of Spirits } unto the . natural ] and perpetualldepravation of the humane ſenfes . Such were the Sceptiłes , and the
Aporreticts , who were the followers of the Philoſopher Pirrhon :as alſo the ſecond and third Academyy who held , That the ſenſes ,werethey never fo found , couldnot imagine any thing , but Falſt ) and
untruly .

Again , ſome others , with more appcarance of reaſon then the
Scepticks , have , affirmed 3 rhat . abundance of Melancholly , andCholler aduſt , Frenzy ; Feavers , and the debility or corruption ofthe ſenſes (be it naturally , or by accident ) in any body , may makethem to imagine many things which are not , And they do infer ,that { uch as happen to be attainted wich theſe maladies , do thinkthat they ha ve ſeen Devills , and other ſuch like Specters . Theyadde moreover , that thefear , ſuperſtition , and credulity of manyis fuch , that they will / moſt commonly ſuffet themfelves to bedrawn intoa belicfand perlwafion of thar , which is quite contra -
ry to truth .

To make fhort ; Others there be , - wife enough and fine conceit -ed : yet nevertheleſſe ( being great mockers , and incteduleus , be -cauſe they themſelves did never happen to fee any Viſion , norhave ever heard . or . touched any ſupernaturall thing ) they. havebeen ofthis opinion ; that nothing could appear unto men , that
exccc ded or went beyond the courſe of nature . And of this . num -ber , Lucian was one : who ( being alſo as great an Infidell as anycould be ) ſaid : I believe no part of all thefe Apparitions : becauſeLonely amongſt you all did never fee any of them . And if I hadfeen of them , allure your - felves , L would believe them , as you do .Notwirhftanding for all rbis , he oppofed himfelf agaioft all thefamous and renowned Philoſophers of his time , and held argumentagainſt them , tliough ( as himſelf confeſſed) they were the chiefeſt
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of the Sadduces , coyfated .$
J

OFCrotanain and mok excellent in all kind of knowłedg and learning . And he
was not afhamed to ftand ' onely upon his owp bare conceit and opi -
nion : impudently maiotaining , without any realon ar all , againſt

aminas, them that were as wife , if not more wite the n himſelf , and more in

fng? number : that forfooth nothing arall , whatfoever was faid or al - I

ledged touching Specters , ougnt to bè admitted or believed . But

hele Atih, what reafons I pray you doto he bring , to confirm his ſaying ꝛ
fno

realon, Truly noneatall ; but thatonely of his own abfolute and uncon -

they do mt trouled authority ; he will draw to his iocredulity , all others ,
ire how cn whom he feeth to be affured and fetled intheir opinion : Norwith -
are drawn ſtanding , that they are certainly refolved of the truth , by thè exte -

riout ſenſes , with which they have perceived and known that co be

15 and ho. true , which fo conftantly they do maintain and defend : Bur bow -

he diite can it poſſibly be , that a man ſhould think , without any fhew of

cen ofthis reafon , by incredulity and mockery onely , to confute and over -

em andis, throw that, which hath been ever of all men , and in all ages , re -

hey camo?
ceived and admitted Certainly , this is the faſhion and guiſe of

' mockers , and ſcorners , that that which they cannot deny , nor yet
hahi have a will to confeſſe , they will find the means to put it off with a

|

j perpera ! jeft and laughter : and fo think fecretly to infinuate themfelves into
f

kesyand the
the minds and conceits of their hearers ; elpecially, fuch as look

Bo

er Pnln , not , nor have a regard tothe truth and fubltance of a thing ; but a
y thefenfes

onely to the outward ſhadow , and grace of words and glorious 4
j ſpeeches . Such a ſcorner needeth not any great knowledge ; be - yfh cauſe it is ſufficient for him to be fuperficially skilfull in any thing ; i

ai
fothat he can with a kind of graveand ſmiling grace , ſhift off the |PUR
rea ſons and arguments of thoſe , wWhaſe knowledge,sand learning ,

wolly;
ai

is fo exceeding far beyond his , as during his whole life , he wilt l
rruprion 0 neverattain unto the like , Thus did Machiavel carry himfelf : l
may mk who amongſt the learned , and men of skill and judgient knew f
i doioke well how to make his profit of his ſcoffes , and pleafant grace in

, do hiik
jeſting ; whereby he would many times ſtrike them out of counte -

i , Ty nance , in thefight of them that heard bim ; whereas , if he had

y
of

many come to diſpute with them , by lively reaſons , and { olid Arguments ,
vs 10 be

he would at the very firſt blow ha ve been overthrown and confoun -
re contia ded . But in the end he diſcovered himſelf ſufficiently , and was re -

puted ot all men , noother then a Scoffer , and an Atheiſt , as Paulu ;
e concell Jouius teſtifieth of him .

jog be
But we will cealgtg ſpeak any further of him , of Lucian , and of

fon 10 ' thofeof their humoür , and will rerurn to our matter , touching
wey

have õSpecters : the which , that we may che better explain ( now thart
e we have briefly declared the diverſity of opinions , of thoſe that in -

pot
f

ſiſt upon the contrary ) we willanfwetuntoeachof trhem in order ;
jas a0 as they have been propounded . Andfirft , as touching the Saddu -

peee E ces , the Epicures , the Peripateticks , wewill ſeverally apſwer theit

fI wd Arguments which they object aga inſt us : Next , we will remove

yi 5 thoſe diſſiculties , which are objected , and ſheẽ how the Angels
aie d and Devils may take upon them ' body , Afterwards , we will

umt ſhew and diſcover unto the Scepticks , that the humane ſenſes are

iell not

ge ,
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not ſo faulty and uncerta in , as they would make men believe , And
laft of all , ( to the intent we may leave nothing behind ) we will nor

forger to hew , by what maladies and infirmities tne ſenles may be
hurt and troubled : and the Imaginative power of man wounded
and changed : foas all that which is fuppofed to be feen , is meerly
falie and untrue ,

To come firit of all to the Sadduces : Itismoft certain , that of
all men they were the moſt groſſe and carnall : and did nor believe
tnat any thing was ſpirituall : but they did Imagine all to be cor -

porall : becaule they faid , that the Humane Underfianding doth al -
waies work withthe Phantafme , and with the thing Imagined , And
i appcareth , that in dreaming of any thing whatfoever , we doal
waics imagive it to be corporall ; WHhereupouthey conclude , that
all things are corporal ] : and therefore that even God alfo is a cor -

pora ! Subftance, which is tbe greatcft abſurdity and Bla ſphemy
that can be imagined inthe world . For it we ſhould reſtrain God
into a body , we mvh alfo make bim ſubject to a body : ( ſo ſaith
Saint Joha Damafcen ) which , ina word , is to - reftrain and horten
the power and omnipotency of God : the which being infinitely
above al ! fubftances , borhcorporall and incorporail , is nor { ubs
jest to their Category ; The - reafon that moved them . to believe
tbat God was corporall , was a place of QAloſes ( tor they did not
receive noradmitotany Scriptures , but the : five Books of : atofess
as { aith Orzgen ) wherein itis written . That God made Mofes: to ſtay
în the Caveof ' Rgckor Moantain : and putting his hand uponhim , did
fhew him his hinder parts , not fufjering him to fee his face . And there -
fore in regardabat Qdſes atttibuteth unto God a face , a hand , and
other parts , they concludethat God hath a body . - Of the fame
Opin ion alſo was Tertullian , ( as witneſſeth Saint Auguſtine , writing
to Optatus ) and the Bogomiles , being certain Heretiques of Bulgary :
who tbought that God was as We ate ( ſo writeth Enthymus ) : and
that from his two eyes , out of his brain did iſſue twWo beams ; the
one called the Sunne , and the other , the Holy Spirit : which is - a
moft blafphemous and intolerable errour .

Now the occaſion , why the Sadduces did ſo eagerly defend and
waintain , that God had a body ; was , becauſe they would deny all
incorporall ſubſtances : to which efſect they thus argued . If God
( fay they ) have created any fubftances , he created thèm to his

oοn Image and likeneſſe : and therefore when he made man he
ſaid , hat he madle him according to lis omn Image : ſnewing thereby,
that he was of a corporall ſubſtancee becauſe that Man , whom
he formed to the pattern of bis own face, - is corporali , And if
God ha ve made nothing but what is corporall : It followeth , that
the Angells and Devills wbichare faid robe Spirits ; are nothing
but meer fables : and that there be not any Souls , or ſpirits ſepara -
ted from a corporall ſubſtance : and by conſe quence , that the Soul
of man is mortall ,as the body ; and hath no need to be reunited
thereunto by the generall reſurrection ,
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of the Sadduces ; confated.
But it is eaſy to anfwer them y by denying plainly , that God is

corporall , orhathany body . For albeit , the holy Scripture doth
attribute unto God , hands , feet , face , eyes , and other parts of a

body : yer this muſt be underſtood ſpiritually ; and by thoſe cor -

porall and bodily members , we muft imagine the fpirituall ver -
tues of God ( according as faith S. Gregory ) : as , by his eyes , we muf
underftand hisforefight andhis knowledge ; to the which all things
are open , and from which nothing is hidden . and concealed : B
his hand , is meant , his Almighty power and Pui fance : By His face , the

plenitude and fullneſſe of his glory, By his hiæder parts , his glory is fha -
dowed , as under toe vail of fome certain form and fimilitude .
And whereas they fay , that rhe ader Handing dorh work with the

Imagination ; and that wedo Imagine God to be a corporal fub -
ftance : This hath noreafon , nor any appearance of truth ar all ;
burt is an errour , common to them , with the Epicures : to che which

we willanfweranon . Andas touching the Angels : I do greatly
marvel ] how the Saduces can deny the being: of them ; fecing that

tMofes in many places dorh make mention of them , and oftheir Ap-
parition , VVe may therefore very well fay of them , tharthey ufe
the Books of Qoſes , as men uſe their Stirrops , in lengthening and -

ſhortuing them , at thċir pleafures , This is the reafon , why Jaſtine
Martyr did not reckon them inthe number of the Jews ( and that

worthily ) but reputed them as Hereticks ; not allowing them any
place in the Jewifh Church , by reaſon of the fond and abſurd opi -
nions which they held , not onely of God , but alfo of the Angels ,
Devils , and Souls of men , which they affirmed to be mortall , But
as concerning this latter point , we { hall fpeak more hereafter , Let
us now confider the Arguments of the £picures .

The firſt errour of the Eyicures is , thar God hath a body ; as the
Saduces did believe likewiſe , And their firſt Argument was ,
That nature it {elf ( forſooth ) did teach and admoniſh us , to belie ve,
that both God and all Celeftiall eflences were corporall ; for two

reaſons : Tlie former was , hecauſe the Gods are not figured inany
other , then in a humane forxm . And the ſecond , becauſe whether
it bè in fleeping , or in waking , whee we dream or imagine of the

Gods , no othcr form doth prefent it felf unto our Imaginations , but
a humane fhape : And therefore they conclude , that the Gods are
in figure like unto men . But unto this Argument , Cicero anfwer -
erh ſufficiently ; Tbat ſuch humane ſhape , and form , is attributed
unto the Gods by the invention of men : and that either it proceed -
erth from the wifedome - of the Antients ; who thought thereby
they ſhould the more eafily draw the fpìirits and minds of the ig -
norant , to the knowledg of fpirituall , and ſupernatural things ;
and that they fhould the fooner bring and reduce them into the way
to live well and vertuoufly : Or elfe,rhat rhe fame had its beginnin
and firſt footing from aplind fuperftition : which doth moft eafily
allure men tò adore . thofe gods , which are portrayed and carved iñ
a form moft pleafing and agreeable unto men ; Or elſe , that ĩt is but
a fiction of Poets and Painters ; Who have alwaies been audacious
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The Opinions , and Arguments of
to fain and devife any rhing,rather then thar which thould be accor -
ding to truth and verity . And this laft point may well ferve : to an -
{ wer thar , which the Epicuresiay 5 that,be itin fleeping , orin wa -

king , the gods do not preſent themfelves unto us , in any other then
à humane form : For this is certain , that by the portraiture and

pictures which we fee of the gods , in thofe forms which are com -

mon and familiar unto us ; we do imagine ( though falfly ) that
which may refęemble unto us , the { fame which . we have feen to be

painted . Infomuch , that Jupiter ſeemeth unto us , to have a face
and countenance terrible , with his bair black , and banging back -
ward ; as Phidias did engrave him . And Minerva bad her eyes blew ,
orofan azure colour ; as Homer deſcribeth her . Mercury was

painted like a young man , having his eyes alwaies open , as one
thar was cver waking : with bright yellow . bhair , and a yellow
down upon his chin and cheeks , as if it did but newly begin ro
frizzleorto curl , Verus bad her eyes - delicate ` and . wanton , and
her loöcks of Gold yellow , Juno had groffe - and thick eyes , rifiog
up towards her head , like unto rhe eyes ọf an Oxe . — And fo gene -
rally were the reft of the Gods painted by the Gentiles , in divers
forms and faſhions . Notwithſtanding , all this proceeded of no -

thing elfe , but from the erroyrof our Imagination , which ſuffereth
it felf to be deceived and deduced , by the painting , which imprint -
ed in it a kind of falfe notion , Iſay ,a notion : becauſe the igno -
rant common fort of people , is períwaded of the fame , and fuffer -
eth it to take place in their miad , or ¥aderftanding : which is as
cafy alfoto be deceived , as is tbeir Imagination . . But a man of
Wifedome and Judgment , ( who hath his underſtanding more clear

andopen ) is nor ea {ily therewithall {educed ' ; but notwithftan -

ding all paintings and fi &tions , his Iatellect , or underſtanding poner
pierceth through the imagination ( asthe Sun pierceth or ſhineth
tbrough the Clouds ) : and {preadiog it felf , with her light , doth

caſily believe in a ſpirituall manner , that God and the Angels are

Spiritual .
Ibe ſecond Argument of the Epicures , touching the humane bo -
dyof God ; was , that God took uponhim that form , which was ,
or could be imagined , to be the mof beautifull . in the whole

World . Avd they fay , thart the humane form , or ſha pe, is of all
others , the moft goodly and excellent : And therefore we ought to
thinkthat God is carnali and corporall , as men are . Hereunto
necdeth no anſwer to be made : becauſe the conſequence of their

Argument is notgood : viz , That God fhould retain unto himfelf
the figure ofa man , becaufe the fame isthe moft excellent of all
other creatures in the World . For the Divinity of God , - neither
is , nor can be , in any corporal fubftance : but it is an incorpo-
reall and fpirituall eflence , which hath nothing common with
that . fubftance which . is proper unto theſe Earthly Crea -
tures ,

Thethird and lakt Argument of thefe Philofophers , is a Grada -
tionor heapingwup of Syllogifms : which kind ‘of.Argument , the
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Gteeks call a Sorites : and they framic it in this fort ; Itis held “ ang
confeſſed of all , that God , and all other celeſtiall powers , are ex -

ceedingly happy : But no perſon can be happy , without vertue :
And vertue cannot be preſent in any , without reaſon : and rea ſon
can be in none , burt in the figure and fhape of man . Therefore it
muft be granted , thar the Gods , which . have thè ufe of reaſon ,
havethe torm of manalfo . Burtthe whole framcof this Argument
may foon and eafily be diffolved , by denying , that reaſon can be
in no other , then in a humane fhape : For borth God and the An -
gels , who have à divine and ſpirituall underſtanding , have the
uſe of reaſon , notwithſtanding , that they be not of a corporall fub -
ftance . And reafon in mån , commeth nor of the humane body :
but from the Soul of man , which is Spiritual and Divine , made un -
tò the likenefle of God ; and cåpable of teafon , of prudence , and of
Wiſedome .

Now , whereas it might be obje &téd ' tothe £picures ; That in ma -

king their Gods to have a humane body , they do therein make them
ſubject to death and diſſipation . To àvoid this abſurdity , they do
cumble into a greater ; affirming, that their body is as a body ; and
theit bloud , as bloud ; not having any thing , bur the lineaments
and proportion ofa man , and being exempted froh all craffitude
and thickneffe : which in a word,is as mùch as to fay , thart their
gods were rather Idols of men , then very ' men ; and rather framed
by the pattern of men , . then as men ir truth and fubftance : which
isa thing the moft ridiculous that cañ be imagined ,

Bart , will { ome fay , to what purpoſe ferveth all this , touching
our matter of Speãcers > Ihave faid before , that thé Sadduces did
maintain God to have a body , to the end they might the bettet den
thie appcaring of Specters ; which arẽ ſubſtancès without a body.
Alfo the Epicures nade their Gods to have bodies ; thar fo they
might hold them in the Heavens idle , and doing nothing : and by
confequence might deny their Apparition upon Earth . For as tou -

ching Devils ot Spirits , they believed there were notany ; but did
confound them allinthe number of their Gods . And ; thar the
did but makea jeft of Speers , appeareth by rhe fpeech of Caf im
in Plutarch : and in tharthat Celfus ( half ah Epicure ) writing againft
the Chtiftians , did deny them flatly and abſolutély , ( as is to be
feen in Origen , who ' hath anfwered him ) and did reprove the Chri -

ſtians , inthat they would allow of any powers , or Spirits , con -

trary - to the gods : fuppofing ( according to his own faying , and

opinion ) thar , there were no Devills , Befides . that , he made a
mock anda jeft of Angels , and of the Refurreétion of the body ;
aid generally of allthoſe Apparitions , which were made , both ia

°

the Old and New Teftamenr ,
And now that we fpeak of contrary powers , it putteth me iñ re -

membranccofa {peech of Plutarch , who teproverh Chryfippus, for
that in this - univerfall body of rhe World , fo well ordained and

framed , he Móüld gant fo great an inconvenience , ( to wit ) thar

there hould he a kind ot Dævills afflicting and tormenting men ,
to the diſturbance of the concord and harmony of the World ,

lii WYhich
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Which being well orda ined by the Author and maker thereof ;
ought not to be thought to bear or ſuſta in any thing which fhould
be incommodious to it felf ; and by lapfe , and continuance of time ,
ihould work the contuſion and deſtruction of the fame . . But - it
ſecmeth , that Plutarch reprehended Chryſippu , upon a deſire and
humour of contradiction , rather then moved upon any juſt cauſe ,
or matter of iruth. For the Devills donot work any dammage or in -

convenience to the World . being bridled and reſtrained by the
hand and power of God. And if they do torment men, or tempt them ,
it is to exerciſe tbem or to manifeſt the glory and juſtice of God ;
ofthe which they are fometimes made the executioners . And asin
cach Common - Wealth well inftituted there be executioners or -

dained , for the punifhmentof Malefactors , and ſuch as trouble and
diſturb the publick peaceaand good of the Common - Wäeal ,and yet
she univerfal body of the Common - weal is not thereby offended , or

endamaged : but to the contrary , rather it receiverh , much more pro-
fitand commodity, Even {o God hath placed , and left here below in
this VVorld , Devils and wicked Spirits,to be as tormenters and exe -
cutioncrs ro wicked men : thar fo his Juftice migbt fhine the more

glorious , to the comfort of the godly, ànd of his Elect , that live in

the love and fear-of him .
But to come again unto the Epicures : It is moft certain , that

they were no other , then the followers of nature : and that onely ſo
far as things did fall under their outward ſenſes . And if one ſhould

alledge unto them , that any Specters , Images , and Viſions , had

preſented themſelves ; they would refer the fame, for the moſt

patt , to the concourſe and perpetuall flux of their Atomeg : Or to
ſome otber like reaſons ; the which we hold it not amiſſe to diſcover
and decipher at large , aswe bave drawn them out of Cicero , or of
Tucreti . All Images ( ſay they ) which do externally prefent them -
{ elves unto our ſenſes , either they are vifible , or inurfible ; If they
be Jzvifitle , either they are created in the Ayre ; OY in our . own minds
and conceits , As touching thofe made in the Ayre ; it is not an

ſtrange thing , or abhorring from reaſon , that in the fame fhould
be engendred certain voices ; like as we fee it is naturall , that
cold commeth from the Rivers ; ebbing and flowing , from the Sea ;
and hear , from the Sun . Andit may be , thar fome . voice , being
{pread abroad within the Valleys , doth not onely rebound back

again , to the place from whence it came ; bur doth dilate and
ſcatter it ſelf here and there , throughout the Ayre , as do the ſparks
that mount up from the fire . So that for one voice there are ma -

ny engendred ; which running through the empty . Ayre , do enter
within the Ears of thoſe , that knew nothing ofthe naturall voice ;
and do put them into a mifconceit , and fond opinion , that the
have heard either ſome of the Fœries ,or Satyres , or Nymphes , play -
ing and ſporting amidſt the Woods .

As concerning thofe that are bred inthe mind s - They fay , that
for the innumerable courfe of Aromes ; all whatfoever wedo dream
or think of , commeth incontinently into the fpirit or mind , and
ſometimes paſſeth by Viſions and Images into thë bodily Eyes .

But
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But if the Images be viſible ʒ either they , are reverberated and

beaten . back , : trom - the Chrystal and. tranjparant , Ajte ; exceeding
clear . in nerfuperfictes ? or they come Of the Spoyls and [ tales of, natus
rall things . Touching the Ayres, Thar may of. it {elf cat fome
kind of Image , baving power to appear, they prove it in. this {orts
All Ayre tbar is Chry ftalling or traníparent , hath a kind of re -

fraction , as appeareth by the mirrour ( WHereof Looking Glaſſes
are made and polifhed ) and by the water, and by a thick and dark -
ned Ayre , And , this do the Catopticks themfelves teach ip their

principles ; Now ( bythe comparitonand fimilitude of . the mirror ,
and the water ) all Ayre which . hath a, refraction , doth , of. it felf

yield fome certain form , And therefore itis not any thing ftrange
if in an Ayre a man may fee certain forms and Images , And they
do bring alfo this compatiſon . Even as the Tapeſtry hangings in a

Theater , or a large wide Hall, do caſt abroad round about , their
naturall colour , where they find an Ayre oppoſed againſt thems
and the more that the beams ofthe Sun do bear or fhineupon: themy
the more bright and fhining lufre they carry with them ; and ſeem
to have çalt oand ’ leit tbeir colour , in the { ame place , which is

dirc &ly in oppoſition againſt them ; So is it molt cettain , that the

Ayre may of it ſelf caſt abroad certain forms and figures ; the which
look by how much the more they be madeè clear , by the light which
doth bring andtye them to ọur obje &t , {o much the more : compre -
henſible ſhall they be unto our fight ,

In brief , concerning the {poils and ſcales caſt from natyral things ,
of which , in their opinion , Images ſhould be engendred . They do

make thisargument ; The Caterpillars ( fay they ) do leave their
{poils in the hedges ox buſhes , like unto themfelyes ; fodothe Ser -

pents among the thorns or ftopes 5 and the little creatures , at the
timeof their birth , do leave behiod them their after - burthen ;
which is a litrlerhin and flender skin , which they bring with trhem ,
from their dammes belly . Why therefore may there nor be left
or caſt from the bodyes of naturall things , certain thin and ſubtill

forms , or Images , proceeding from them as well , as a little skin

and the after : burthen doth remain of the ſuperfluity of little

Creatutes ? But all theſe Arguments may very cafily . be dif -
ſolved .

Aud firſt , as teuching the voyces , which, they ſay , may ſimply be
ereated of the Ayre ; Iwill not deny that . For it is moſt certa in,
thatthe voice , 4 a certan beating and concufion of the Ayre , which

faleth under the fenfe of hearing , ( as is affirmed by tbe Grammarians . )
And the matter of the voze ( as faith . Galea ) isthe . breath , and refpi -
ration of the Lungs ; bur cthe form thereof is theyre , without the

which , neither can it be underftood , nor can it be called . a voice ,
BefidesI will nor deny , but thart the {founds are raifed within the
empty Ayre , be irteither by tbe winds , or by fome other externall
cauſc . Butto fay, thatthe voices , and the founds are naturall

and adherent to rhe Ayre , as the Tide to the Sea ; and coldnefle to

the Rivers ; and heat tọ the Sun ; Ir would then follow , chat
Fii 2 withour



l

The Opinions , and Arenments
withoùt any externall cauſe ar all , both the voice , and the fenfes
ſhould be created in tie Ryre , and ſhould perpetually adhere unto
the Ayre , as the Tide doth to the Sea ; and “ cold to the waters ;
and heat untothe Sun . But ſo it is , that the winds are not alwaies
in the Ayre : and the founds and voices are external things , com -

ihg into ' the Ayre, by the means ’ of fome other fubje &t; the
which is notking to neither in the Sed , norin thè Rivers , nor in the
Sun : becauſe that in the Seas the TIide ; and cold in the waters ;
and heat in the Sun , are unſeparably , and continually . And there
is great difference between Accidents that are Separable , and thofe
that are Inſcparable . For the feparable Accident as the Voyces and
the Sounds inthe Ayre , may be abftra &ed , and drawn from the fub -
ſtance of the Ayre , and yet the Ayre ſhall neither periſn , nor be the
fooner altered thereby ; Butebbing and flowing cannot be taken
from the Seä , bur the nature thereof muft needs be changed ; Nor
can the heat be ſeparated from the Sun , but that he muſt then loſe
his light ; Neither can the cold be ſevered from the Rivers , but
that the quality and nature òf the water muft be changed ; which
tannor pofibly be ; becaufe naturally water is cold , And thefe
three Accidents ; are inſeparably knit to thoſe three ſubſtances , 0
Ieſſe , then bfackne ſſe is to the Raven , and whiteneſſe to the Swan .
Morcover , it is a far greater foolery , to ſay , that of voices articu .
lated and knit together , the voices themfelves fhould be bred and
engendred in the Ayre ; For thatis not onely againft the nature of
the Ayre , bur againft all order eftablifhed in the World . Neither
is it toany purpofe , to alledge for an inftance , the voice of an
Eccho : the which being carried in the Ayre , doth ſpread it ſelf ,
and ſcattereth ( as à ſpark from the fire ) here and there , not onelytowards the party thar made and diſperſed the found , but to fome
other places likewife . . For the voice ofthe Eccho , is engendred of
che voicèe of the party, and not of the Ayre , and is diſperſed ( asthemſelves confeſſe ) dy the ſpeech of the man , trom whom it took
its Original ! and firft beginning . Neither will I eaſily grant unto
them ; that the voĩce of the Eccho doth dìfperfe it felf on all fides ,
without loſing it ſelf , or being extinguifhed . . For it is a thing
very notorious , and fufficiently proved , that if the Eccho be difper -{ ed into another place , then that from whence it frf received ‘ her
voice , fheis no more difcerned or underſtood as the voice of a
man , but onely as a confuſed and uncertain foùnd ; which ranging
through the Vallies , cannot be diſcerned , but onely for à reſoun -
ding noiſe , and not otherwiſe . Now as concerning thofe Images ,
or ſimilit udes , which the Epicures alledg to be created inthe thought
or conceit ; faying , thatthe mind of man doth refer unto the eyes ,whatloever it dreameth ,or thinketh on 5; and that by means of the
abundance or concourfe of the Aromes , ! Ido make them the fame
anfwer , which Cicero yielded them : that if the mind and the - eyesdo fo fymbolize arid agree together in operations , that whatſocver
the mind ſhall imagine and conceive , the eye may preſently ſee ;
It muſt needs then follow , that ſome things ſhall preſent them -

ſelves
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felves to our eyes and fight ,

t

Whith neverwėre in ’ betig ; nor ever

canbe , For Imay dream , or think ofa Schlla , a a Hrppoi

centaure ,and fuch like conceited fi &ions , which never were , nor
canbe . And Imay fain unto my ſelt , in my mind , ſtrange Mon -

fiers , and Anticts ; { uch as Painters do many trimès make , which

neither are things , nor can poſſibly be . Io be ſhort , it this Argu-
ment of the Eprcures were true 5 it muſt needs be , that all things

what ſoe ver ine mind pre ſente Th ſhould be of a certainty : and

they ſbould fall ſo ſubject to ou ir fight, as we might plainly and

fentibly fee them : the EN is the greateſt folly , that can poſſi -
bly be imagined . E ier car they defènd ` themfelvès with the

contin uall concourſe oJf their Atomes : which ( theyy ſay ) do unceſ -

fantly bring certain Images into the m ind, and in to thecyes of men.
For ,be it , that we ſhould confeſſe , that their Aomes do flide into

the mind of man : how can they conclude thereof , that they de -

ſcend into ene nay , how can they deſcend ; but that even by
their on reafons , their ignorance and fottiſhnelle may be diſco -

vered . For ; iftheir Ai omes do ' enter into the mind , it mut needs

be then by that means , thatthey be a ajd that they do

dy up and down vety clofely , and fubtilly ( asthe very word dorh

alfo import . ) Now ifthey Hy invifiély iinthe mind ; how can they
of themfelves í fo readily make any thing viſible and apt tobe féen 3

Certainly , to makeaa ames viſibl blt add corpořall , thete muft

ehand , a great concurrence and huge heap of

vn tog hery which cannot be füddenly done , but will

require
a ‘ attime . Now in themean while that thele Inviſble

Aromes AA
be a gatnering , and getting together into the mind ;

diey w rill be flitring and flying away { ome other where , as foon as

the bidi which never rerainerth one thing very Tong ) hath put

them outof remembrance , So that e thismeans they have nor

any leafureto form themfelves vifible tothe eyes of the body 5
7

but they rèturn back again ; even äs they came at firt , Ixviff .
ble .

Now letus proceed , and paffe on to thofëe Images ; which ( fay
the Epicures } are revetberated from the Ayre , being cleat and

tranſparant in her ſuperficies. Ido agree with them , that the Cat -

bike, that is to ſay , the Speculative, ( being one ofthe kinds of the

Art Optike) doth hold, thar the refra &ion , which is made of forms

(be
it either in a mirrour in the A.

Baai
in the water ) commeth ei -

her of the denſity and thickneſſe of the mirrour , po lifhed and made

Bighi the which keepeth ſight , that ĩt doth not diſperſe and ſcat -

ter it ſelf : whereas otherwiſe , if the mirrout were traniparent , Of

had any pores , whereby one might ſee th rough it , the ſight would

diſperſe and ſcatter it ſelf abroad : Or elfe it commeth of the

th ickneſſee ofthe Ayre next adjoyning : or ot the h ümid and moik

cóncretionof the Water , which ſtayeth and limiteth rhe beams of

the eyefighr . And thart is the reafon , why one may afwell fee his

vifage in tke water , as ina mirrour of looking glafle ; and fo alfo

in the water of the Sea , when it is not troubled nor toſſed with the

Winds ,

383
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Aude, but reſteth calm and quiet ; which Virgil teftifieth in thefe
Verſes :

Of late ( upon the ſhore ) I flood, my. felf beholding
In waters of the Sea , no , Stormy winds then firring,

But what will they infer . of this , which every man will confeffe
to be true and infallible ə So it is , (fay. they ) tbat the Ayre beingclear in her Superficies ( like . asdoth the mirrour or looking Glafle) $ſo will it yield ot it ſelf , fome form or figure . Let this alfo be
granted them : And what ofthat ? Forfooth. they conclude , that
therefore in the Ayre , a man may { ec figures and Images , But
Who ſeeth not , that this conclufion is ridiculous , and Sophiſticall :
For it doth not anſwer to the terms of their propoſition : but ſimply
carrieth away the Subject , wWithout {peaking of that , which is
thereunto attributed , and which is the knotrof the whole queſtion .
Eut . Iw ould know of the Ehicures , how they can prove unto us , that
by their Atomes the Ayre may naturally engender forms and Ima .
ges of themſelves , wbieh ſhould be viſlle : and , which fhould. be
moving and living , as the Spe cters are . Ido aſſure my ſelf, thag
they . have not any arguments ſo good , but they may as caſily be
diſſolved and avoided , as was the former . But they will fay , per -haps ; tbar we fecoften in the Ayre Comets , Fiery Elames , and other
Prodigies . Ttue ; this Lwill not deny 5 but theſe things ( which
they fay are { cen in the Ayre ) do nor take thcir Originall neither of
their Atomes , nor of the Ayre ; burt are cepgendred of the vapoursdryed up fromthe Earth , as it is well known by the writings of
good Philoíophers . . And the Ayre is ſuſceptible and capable of
them , by reafon of fome emptineſſe in itz which doth caſily yieldand give place , and receiveth tbat which is fent unto it from be -
low . it is very evident , that fuch figures and Images as
are feen inthe Ære , have not any life in them , as have the true
Speers ; the which alfo ( the Epicures ought to fhew by good rea -
{ons) to be carried toand fro , andto movethemſelves in the Ayre.For if they had attributed motion and ſtirting unto Speers ; andhad proved , that naturally , without having any Soul or life , they
might notwithftanding be feen wandring , and running hither and .thitber in our form , orinany other ; and that they are not onelyto be ſcen in all parts of the Ayre , but in all other Places whatſoe -
ver ; then this might have ſtõod them in grear ftead , to have im -
pugned the Apparition of Specters, ſupernaturally, or againſt na -
ture .

Moreover , ifthevw : will affirm , that the tranſparent and thick
Ayre , receiving our figure by reſraction , doth move it ſelf as we do ;
and doth live and chapge from place ro placeʻas wedo ; then muĝ
they alfo prove unto us , that the fame fhould be a Spe &er ; andpot
the Image of the object oppoſed thereunto , the which vanifheth
away afloon asthe { ame doth abfent it {elf from it .
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thick Ayre : It is to be uoderſtood , that their nature is to appear
either by the refractioꝝ of our o naturall and proper form , or by
reflexion . As touching their appearance by refraftion , we have al -

ready {poken fufficiently ; Bur as concerning tkole which are by re -

fiexions Iris moh certain ; tbat their property is toappear by ano -

ther form - them ours : namely , of - fome Llightfome body , which

growethinto the thick and groſſe Ayre , in the humid and moiſt

concretion of the ſame ; or into the Glaſſe of a mirrour , making a

reflexion of that thing which is reverberated and beaten back is
into our ſight . Thus by way ot reflexion may à man ſce within
a locking - Glaſſe , thoſe men which are walking and marching in

the ſtreets . And ſometimes a man ſhall think that men are walking
near the walls of his Chamber : which notwithftandiog is nothing
fo ; but that onely there is a reflex ion of thoſe perſons whom we ſec

aloof , walking and going up and down . S5o likewiſe by way of re -

flexion , may a man ſee in the Heavens ſometimes a ſecond Sunne ,
the Image of the true Sun ; and ſo like wiſe of the Rainbow . How -

beit that this latter ( as Ariſtotle would have it ) isnot any reflexion

buta relation of the Afpe & unto out eye- fight . But under his cor -

rection , that is not ſo : For if the Ra inbow in theHeavens do not

yield a reflexion toour . fight , it would notbe feen in the water , or in

a looking Glaſſe , as it is , and as daily experience ſheweth us .

And . this alfo may ferve fora { olution : tothat Argument ofthe £pi -
cures ; who by - Comparifon of the - clothes of Tapiftry , that im -

prine. their - colours in the wall oppofedywould prove , thatthe Ayre

may alſo caſt any form or Image of it ſelf . For the - colours of the

Rainbow , and of Tapiftry - hangings , are for the . moft pare lively

colours , as Azure or Sky- colour , red ; carnationy and green ; alf

which do naturally cat agreat luktre , which may eaſily yield an

impreſſion upon any ſolid thing , and may refle &t unto our eyes . And

yer nevertheleflesI fee nothow this càn be a good argument to fhew

thatthe Ayre: can engender forms - or figures 5 which may refer

themſelves to the eyes , as Specters , and not rather , as Co -

lours :

Laftof all , touching that which the Epicares - affirm 5 höw , of

the bodics of things do iſſue and remain certain Spoils : The ſame

bath not any foundation upon naturall tea ſon , or upon any ap -

parance of troth , Fory is there any likeliheod , or probability ;
that if the creatures do leave behind them their afler - burthens , or

other fuch fpoils , bereaved from thems im the places where they
bavebeen e- Thar therefore the bodies { be they deaď ; or be they

alive ) do leave an Image , or impreſſion of themſalves , in theit ab -

fence , after they are depáårted from chofe places ? Ft is moft cer -

tain , thar the bodies of any creatures , have not any thing in them ,
which either in their life - time , or after that their ſubſtanee is pe -

riched , can be abſtracted or ſeparated from them. For otherwife ;

of one body there : fhould be two : mades which were a frange

thing , and altogether abborring from nature » . And were

n:
much

And ſeeing we are now in the diſcourſe of Images , formed in a

a
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much different ; either from the Fables of the Poets , who of à dead
body , made the abſtraction of a ſhadow , which they called the

Image and Idoll thereof, ( as is affirmed , both by Sergius, and Lacian
and the Commentator upon Homer ) or elſe from thoſè fabulous and
idle dreams of the Rabbinsjand Talmudifs, : which had their Vephes ,

sſaith the Author of Zoar . But the truth is , that thoſe Creatures
wWHhich do uſe to caſt their ſpoils from them , do lea ve no other then
d thin flenderskin , which being fuperfluons , is no more remaining
or abiding with - thebody : Howbeit ; that it : commeth from thebe -

dy ; as appeareth both by the after - burthens of all creatutes ( Where -
in the young ones be ing wrapped and enfolded in the bellies oftheit
dams , yet in comming from thence , do eaſily and naturally eaſt
them off ) as alſo by the ſpoils of the Ser pent, or Snake , and by the
kins of the Silk - worms , and the Caterpillars ; the which fuper :
fluities , are drawn and caf off particularly from theſe beaſts ot
Creatures , 45 a mark to the one , towit , thë Silk - worms , and Cat

terpillars , that they do change from their former ſtate , and to the
other ; namely the Serpentsyto hew the poiſons and ill hearbs and
feeds , which they háve eaten allthé Winter , accòrdiig as Virgil
writeth of them .

Theſe Arguments being thus finiſned : Let us now come to that
which the Epicures aſſitm to bė the caufe why any Mould be toù :
ched and attainted with fear 5 when they fee fuch Images and fi -
gufts , which theyaffirm naturally tò flit and Hy wp and down :
We ( ſay they ) are affected and altered , according to the things
which We ſee , and which are next unto us . As for cxam ple ; we

perceive ,1 know - nót what , ſalt humour being near the Sea ; and
in touching of Wormwood , and ot Rue , wWe find a kind of bitter -
neſle : and when we are near a Smithwe feel our teeth to snáfh ; and
to be fet oñ edge , at the noiſe of his File or Saw , wherewith he wori
keth . So likewiſe , when theſe Images and figures do preſent them -
ſelves unto us , wWe cannot poſſibly abide nor ſuffer them but We
find our ſelves altered and changed in our underſtanding : howbeit
ſome more then orher ſome . For Jike as there beccertain feeds
within the eyes of Cocks, which fhining and ſhooting into the eyesof the Lions , do ſo ſtrike and pierce their eye. lids , and do inflict üp-on them ſuch pain and grief , that they ate conſtrained to fly from
them , being not able to abide or endure the ſight of the Cock ; S8o
are there fome meñ ; ho have their ſenſes ſo a pprehenſive and ſub -

till , that they carnot hold ftom being afraid , when they ſee ſuch
vain Images and figures before them .

But hercuato we muſt give them this anſwer ; that the fear which
men ha ve by the ſiglit of Specters or Spirits, commeth in regard tfiat
the things are unaccuſtomed and admirable to the bodily ſenſesʒand
nor from any fecret feeds , which are contrary to our nature , and
Wuch leſſe from any natural paſſion ; ſuch as that is , where -
with men are touched , that abideè near the Sea ,or thoſè that ſee Rue
or Wormwood , or do hear the fioiſe of a Scichs file or ſaw . For if
it were of any natural paſſion tliat this fear procecded 5 then would

not
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not the party terrified ; ‘ be foconfonnced and aftonithed even in the

very powers ofthe Soul , as it is commoily ſeen that men are , at the

ſiglit of Specters or Spirits : but rather he ſhould be onely cubed
by a certain Autipatij or abom ination ( as Pomponatius calleth it ) and

would onely abhor and fly from that which he ſo feareth . Befides ,
things that ate ſupernatural ,do much more touch the ſenſes of man ,

then thoſe things do , which are natural . Neither are they to be

compared with ſuch things , as having a natural cauſe ( howbeit fe :

cret ) do happen to be feen daily and ordinarily . - Now I fay , thar

the cauſe of theſe things ( chough naturall ) is ſecret : For Alexan .
der Aphrodifem , {peaking ofthe noifeof the File , and how it ſetteth

the reerhon edge , with other things of like nature , faith , thar Nat

ture hath reſer ved the reaſon thereof unto her own fecret knowledg ,
not being willing to impart the cauſe thereof unto men . The like

may be affirmed of the greateſt part of thoſe Antipathiss , whichi be -

ing concea led from men , yet cannot come of any ſecret ſeeds , that

are contrary or enemies tonature ( asthe Epicures dote ) but are hid -

den in the fecreteMagazinor Storéhoule of Nature,which hath not

revealed or laid the ſame open unto any perſon . Who can tell the

reaſon why the Conciliatour, otherwiſe called Peter de Albano, did ab -

hor milk ? Why Horace , and Jaques de Furh could not abide ꝙ arlibes

nor Cardan - could away with EgS. And why that Gentleman of

gaſcoigne ( of whom Julius Cæſ ar Scaliger ſpeaket h) could not abide

the ſound of a Violl ? And of this latter in Cardan you may read the

Hifory . The Phyfitian Scaliger writeth , how he himſelf knew a

Gentleman , his neighbour , which had in him fuch an Antipathy at

the found of a Voll , that as foon as ever he heard it ( wete he in any

company , even ofthe beft fort , änd that either at Table ; or elfe -

where ) he was conftrained to forfake the place , and to go away to

måke water .

Now it happened , that certain Gentlemen having of a long time

perceived and known this ftrange nature and difpofition in him , did

one day invite this Gentleman to dine with them ; and having pro -

vided and ſuborned a certain Minſtrel of purpofe , they cauſed himi

to be kept cloſe till the appointed dinnet time , whenbeing fer at Ta -

blé , they had fo placed the Gent . in the midh of them ; as it was not

poſſible for him toget forth , Now as they were 1n the midit of

their dinner , in came the Fidler , and began to ſtrike up his Violl

near unto the Gent . he that never heard the ſound of that inſtru -
ment , but was prefently taken with an extream defite to pile grew

into an exceeding great pain : fot being not able to get trom the

Table ; nor daring to lay open his imperfe &tion to the whole com -

pany ; the poor man fhewed . by the often change of his countenance ;

in what pitiful cale and pain he was . Bur in the end he was con -

ftrained to yield to the prefent miſchief , and to teveal his impetfe⸗

Gion . He that fhould undertake to fearch and find out the cauſe

ofthis fo admirable an Aatipathy , Laſſute my felf he ſhould be ds

long a time about it , as Was Ariſtoile in ſecking out the cauſe ot the

Flowing and Ebbing ofthe Seas , ( whereof have written Gregory Nai

Kkk zianzen ,

~L
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⁊iansen , Juſtine Martyr , &uſebiu , and others ) and yet he could nevet
learn the certa in cauſe thereof .

But as touching the reaſon why the Lion doth fly from the Cock :
It commeth not ſrom any ſeeds that lye hidden within the eyes of
the Cock „ and which from thence , fhould frike into the eyes , and
kurt the ſight of the Lion : but it is by a kind of Aunipathj , uhere-
of we have formerly {póken . : By which alfo the Elenbant doth fiy
from the Hagge and the Horfe from the Stone Taraxippe ; Or elſe
itis , for that the Cock and the Lion , partaking both of them of the
nature of the Sun ( but the Cock more then the Lion $ ) it happen -
eth that the Lion perceiving it , doth preſently fly from him ʒas the
valiant ĦHefor is faid to fly before Achilles , who wås more brave
and more warlike then he . Or elſe it is becauſe the Cock , being a
celeſtiall fowl , and the Lion a terreſtriall Creature , and of a groſſer
matter ( ha ving the ſpirits more ſenſitive and brutal then the other )
doth therefore : bý nature yield and give place , tothat which is more
excellent . And this rea ſon ſeemeth unto me in ſome ſott allowa -
ble : the rather , for that thoſe Devils which are of a more maté -
riall and terreſtrlal nature , and be called Devilsof the Sun , do fly
the voice of the Cock , aswell as the Lion ( as Pſellus teacheth us ) .
And thus , in my opinion , ycu ſee ſufficiently how all the Arguments
and : foolifh dreams and fancies of the Enicirenma ] j be ſoon anſwer -
ed , and eaſily diſſolved .
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