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The är guments ' of thofe which deny that

the Angells and Devils can take unto
thema body ; Confuted .

Hey which do deny that the Angels and Devills can take
i unto thema body , do not aimar the mark to deny their eſ -
i fence ; ( as do the Sadduces : ) but they do it onely to diſprove

and impugne their Apparition . For it is a good ` confe -

quent ; if the Angels and Devils take not upon them aty body ,
then can they notappear : And if one fhould reply unto them and
fay į Thart inour fpirit and underftanding the Angels and Devills

may - give fome fhew and token of: their prefençe , To this thcy
have their exception ready : Thart things fpiriruall and intelligible
and all ſorts of Intelligences , do repreſent themſelves by things that
are fenfible . We will fee therefore by what reafons they endea -
vour to prove, zhat an Angell or a Devill cannot take a body unto
them .

No Body ( ſay they ,) can be united to an incorporal ſubſtance ,
but onely that it may have an eſſence and a motion by the means

of tliat ſubſtance . But the Angells and Devils cannot bave a body
united in regard of any eſſence : for in fo doing we muſt conclude ,
that their bodies ſnhould be naturally united unto them , which is al -

together untrue ; and therefore it remaineth that they eannot be
united unto a body , but onely in regard of the motion : which isa
reaſon of no ſufliciency for the approving of their opinion . For
thereof would follow an abſurdity in regard of the Angels : to Wit ,
That tbey might take all thoſe bodies that are moved by them ,
which is a very great and groſſe errour . For the Angell did move

the ton gue of Balaams Aſſe : and yet he entred nor in his tongue .
And therefore it cannot be faid that an Angellora Devil , can take
a body unto them .

To this Argument J anſwer , That true it is , that an Angel and a

Devill ; cannot Çto fpeak properly ) take unto them every body that
is moved : For to take a body ſignifieth to adhere unto the body.
Now the Angels and the Devils do take unto them a body , nor to

uii eit ro their nature , and to incorporate it together with their ef
fence : ashethartaketrh ' any kind of meat for fuftenance : much

lefle to unite the fame to their perfon : as the Son of God took upon
him the humane nature ; But they doit onely thar they may vifi -

bly repre fent rhemfelvesuno the fight of men , And in this fore
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The Opinions , and Arguments
the Angels and Devils are faid to take a body , fuch ' as is aptand fit
for their Apparition , as appeareth by the Authority of Denis Ario -

ccpagyteg wiho woriteth ; that by the coxporal fors the ptopetties of
« Angels are known and ' difcerned ,

:
Again hey fay , that if the Angels and Devildo take a body ,

it is not for ahy neceſſity that they have , but onely to inſtruct and
exhort us to live well , as do the Apgels ; or to deceive and de -

ſtroy us , as do the Dovils . Noð both to the one and the other ,
the imaginary Vifion , or the tentation is ſufficient ; and therefore
it ſeemeth , that it is not necdfullthey ſfñould take Unto fhem any
body.

T ,
Lanſwer ; that not onely the imaginsry Viſion öf Angels is ne -

ceſſary for our inſtruction , but that alſo which ĩs corporall and bo -

dily , as we ſhall ew anoe , when weintreat ofithe Appagitrön
of Angels, And : as concerning the Devils God doth perm iihem
both viſibly and invĩſibly to tempt men , ſome to cheit ſalvatiq ,and

ſome to their damnation . pė t)

Morcovet they tchus agree : That God appeared unto the Patri -
archs { asjs io - be ften in the Old Teſtadient , andiche good Angells
likewife, ) - as Saint Augufiinei proverbio bisbookof the Trinity . Now

wemay not fay , that God toołk upon him any bedy , except onely
in the myſtery of his Incarnation . And there fore it is necdleſſe to

affirm , that the Angels which appeár . unto merj May' takesdpon
them a body .

Lanſwer , ( as doth Saint Auguſtine ) who ſaith : That all the

Apparitions which were in the old Teftament , were made by: the

Miniftery of -Angells , wbo formed - dnd fhaped wito : thëmfelvés
certain ſhapes and figures imaginary and corporal , by which
they mighit reduce and draw unto God , the Soul and Spirit of him
that { aw thems - as it spofibles ' thatby figures which aré fëenfi -
ble , menmay be draw and lifted up in ſpirit and contemplation
unto God . And cherefote we maywell iay , thar the Angells did
rake unto thema bodys when theyiappeared infuch Apparitions :
Bur now : God , is faid - to have ap peared ; becauſe God was the
Bult and mark Whercunto by Viſion of thoſe bodies , the Angels
did endea vour and ſeck to lift up unto God the Souls of men .
And this is - thé cauſe that the Scripture ſaith, ; That in thefe
Apparitions ſometimes God appeared ; And : fometimes the An :
gels .

Furthermore ; they make this OBje &ion . Likeas itis agteeing
naturally co the Soul tobe united to thebody : ſo , not to be united
untos body , is proper and naturab unto the Angels and Devils .
Now the Soul gannot beſeparated fremthe body when it will :
Thetefore the Angels and Devils alſo canbot take unto tlem à body
when they wilh ,

Eor anfwer whereof , -eonfefle ihaveveny thing is born and in -
gendred hath hot any power over his being for all the power of

any thing flowerh trom the eſſence therebf , or preſuppoſeth an eſ -
fence ; And begaufe the Soul by reafon : of het being , is united un -
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aptand fi tothe body , as the fórm thctcot ; it is bòt in hêr puiſlatcœ to deli -
DenisArin: vér her felt from che aion ofthe bady : ” AndToin like magnėr it
optltiesof is not in the Howet ofany Angell or Dévilltounite themfelys to anybody as the form theteot ; bot they inay well take a body whereof
e a boby, they maybe the moving cauſe , and (if a man may ſo ſpeak ) as the
frut an figure of the figure .

j

€ and de Theyálrm Mmoreôver , that between the body aflumed , ( if I
the dilien, mayuic tnis ' wWord) and the party aſſuming , there ought to - be
therefore ſome proportion and ſimilitude ; But bẽtween the Angell or De -
fhem any vill , and a body , there isnot any proportion ; for both the one and;

the other are of divers kinds , and by confequent both , of them are
els is ne- incompatible together.
Iland bo. To this I anfwer , That if the propoftion be taken according to

jti the quantity , greatnefle , and meafure , there is no proportion be -
rmifihem tween the Angelsor Devils , and abody ; becaufe their greatneſſe
widan is not ofone and the ſame kind , nor of one and the ſame conſidera -M

ton . Notwithitanding nothing can let bur that there may be a cer -

ihe Ph tain habitude of an Angell to a body : as of a thing thart movgrh , to

dhah the morion , ahd of a thing figured to the figures the . which may be

jrih, Nol termed a propottion .
F5 2344

epr ond „ Another Argument they make, which is this : No fubſtance R -

edife nite ( Whatloever it be) ean have in any operations together .An An -
J

akei gell is a ſubſtance finite ; and therefore it cannot botli miniſter un -
to us , and take to it ſelf a body togethet .

ralki But this is eafily diffolved : for I fay , that theſe to operations ,
To take a body , and to ferve in. their Miaiſtery , are ordained

foen mutually tothe Angels : and therefore nothing hindreth them ,
n but that the Angels may ule bòrh df them at . once „ aànd to -y yi

irof him PSAo hey infe A T Co Eai Again they inferte, that if Apgells and Devils do take a bodyaré enle either it is àa Celeſtial Body; or fome , other , having the . nature ; ofppiaio Jome ofthe four Elements . Now the Angels cannot take a Cele Fiall
gells

ji
Body, for thatthe Body of the Heaven cannot divide it ſelf , not can -

aritionss not makè any abſtraction from it ſelf : much lefſe can the Devils

M have that power , ſecing the Angels haye it inor . Beſides , theya Apei
l cannot také üñto them a body of Fre , for then they ſhould

of men conſume and burn the body , ncar to which chey de approach⸗i) e much leſſe can they take a body ofthe Ayre , for that is not figura-che ble ; neither can they take any body thar is a- moveable Element ,
G

and retaineth noform ; nor yerby the fame meag canthey havea
grecii Terre strali body 5; for we fee it written howthe Angels do verypae föön and ſuddenly vaniſh away out of fight , as it appeared by
perils thar Angell which came to Tobias . : And the : Dévills allo when

it E they fhew themielves in any, Apparition , can ina moment with -gy
Č È4 boo dtaw themiclves from the fight of men . . And «therefore be -

! ing unable and unapt to take upon them . any body , either Ele -
nd " mentary or Celeſtiall ; it muſt necds follow chat they appear . notar 0
wer O arall ,
a el
7

iw
9



The Opinions, and Arguments
———— — ——

To this Lan { wer , Thatthe Angels and Devils may take a body aterako dnd
of any Element whatſoever ,and which themſelves will ; yea and of men,

many Elements mixt together , Nevertheleſſe it is moft likely to Moreten!
be truc , and the common opinion is 5 tharthey do . foonet . ofall vertu of theii
rake unto them a body ofthe Ayre , by thħickning tche ſame , and inmane bodie
forming ìt of vapours , that mount and ariſe from the Earth , and fietel ni
in turning and moving it at their pleafure, as the wind moveth the Fiourcofahu
Clouds , being able to make the fame to difappear and vani { fh away Mia GEI
again whenfocver they will , by reafon thatit is nothing buta va - MAA
pnr - : , i a body uponBut yer this will not fatisfy them , but they go further , faying ; tilre ratat
That every aſſumption of a body , is limitted and beunded with

15ſome union : But of an Angell , and of a Body , there cannot be Hrhirathmade any of thofe Three means of Unity , of which Ariftotlefpeaketrh ;
ialiFor they cannot be made onè by Continuation , by Infeperability ; nor fiak ia talhTo this a man . may anfwer as before . “ That there isnot any uni - i le: ñonin the aflumption of a body by an Angell . For if there were a p SPE

union , then in truth thar which Ariflotle ſpeaketh , ſfiould be re - aa
quifire between the Angell and the body which it affumeth . But £ aur
there is not between them any union , ſa ve onely that which is of a f tnay f

thing moving to the thing moved , as we have before affirm- mhiied . f

Again , the good Angels ( fay they ) in appearing unto us , either urel .
do take True Figures viſible and palpable , or fuch as are altogether Bur they 0
falfe : ifthėy havefuchasbė true , it ſhould then ſollow , that if KYY that Irbi

i | they appear ina humane body , tben they do alumea True humane Y titbody mi body ; But this is unpoſſible , unleſſe we ſhould fay , That an . An - t, Andit
Ka a gell may enterinto the body ofa man , whichis a thing not con - Mg with theh
i venient nor agreeable unto the Angelicall Nature . And if they Neteforeit ii have Falfe Figures , this would be much more untitting and unbeſes - wiy,
: ming them : for that all feigning and difembling , or any kind offi - Butit ma
{ ction is very unfeemly in the Angels of Truth , And therefore in Mel, maytI what fort and fafhion it be , the Angels cannot take any Body upon

ONOitin toyo
them , à Pitituali

To this objection I anfwer , That the bodies which the ‘ Angells Araithdo take , havė True and unfeigned formsſo far forth , as they may be feen HAE
Mover,aand percerved by the fezfes , be ttin their colour or their Figure , but not pethenasapaccording toihè nature of thar kind , For that cannot become fenGble commatg a

| bur by accident . That rhercfore is no caufe why a man ſhould
henheis

[i fay , thar there is any fiction and feigning in the Angells : for bhin ap| they do not oppofe and fet before our eyes humane fhapes and Mindener[l forms , becaule théreby they would be thought and eſteemed to be
| Ey

mens butto rhe end thar by their humane properties , we fhould SOknow the vertucsofthe Angels . And like as Nletaphorous ſpeeches enne Tare nor therefore any whit the fooner to be reputed falſe , in Which ofh ibythe fimilitude of things , other fignifications are comprehended 5 T Toyin
N

Sothe figures and forms of Angels are not falfe , becaufe they Wdig
nig,

A
are l wigo the bN
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are taxen and aſſumed to the ſimilitude and ſemblance of .

men .
More then fo ( they reply ) that the Angels and Devills by the

vertue of their Nature , cannot work ot create any effects within
humane bodies , ſave onely by the means oftheir naturall vertues .
But their naturall vertues cannot bè in things corporall to form an

Figurc of a humane body , but onely by the uſual and determined
mean of Generation , to wir , by the feed naturally ordained to
thar cffe &: in which fọrt the Angells and Devills cannot take
a body upon them , And the fame realon and confideration is
there of other figures of tarthly bodies alfo which they take . unto
them .

E
But hereunto this ánfwer may be made them , Thar albeit the

natural vertues of a body , do not ſuffice to producè a true ſhape of
a humane body , but onely by the due and ordinary mean of Ge -
netation : Nevertheleſſe ſo it is , that the Angellsand Devills are

capable to cloath themſelves , and to put on a certain ſimilitude
of humane body , as touching the colour and figure , and other
ſuch exteriout Accidents , and that eſpecially at ſuch à time , as
When it may ſuffice them by a locall motion to moye any ſuch boa

diès ; by means whereof both the va pours are thickued , and again
purified and made thin , as alfo the Cloudsare diverfly painted and

figured .
But they object again , that this is not ſufficient : But ( they

fay ) that it behovetſi the cauſe moving ,to infuſe ſome vertue in -
tó ' the body moved , but cannotinfufe any vertue , except it touch

it . ` And if itbe fothat the Angells havenot any touching nor feel .

ing with the body , it feemeththat then they cannor move it . And

therefore it muft needs be , that they cannot take upon them any
body .

But it may be faid , that the Angells by their Commandement

onely , may move the body witha motion locall , which they give
unto irin touching of it , not with a corporall kind ọf touching , but

a ſpirituall .
Aga inſt this ſolution , they diſpute further ſaying ; Ic behoveth

the mover , and the thing moved , to be connexed , and united tg -

gether , as appeareth by Axiſtotle . But in ſaying thatan Angell doth

command any thing of Kis ówn will , itisto be prefuppofed thar

ghen he is nottogether with . the body, : which is faidtobe governed
by him ; and therefore he cannot move the body onely byhis coma

mandement . , ;

Herċunto . I anfwer ; . That the Commandement of the An⸗

gell doth demand an execution of his vertue and puiflance ; and

thereſore ĩit muſt of neceſſity be , that there be ſome ſpititual touch⸗

ing ol that body by which it ĩs moved .

They inſiſt yet turther , and ſay ; That the Angells cannot move

bodies with any locall motion : and tbat therefote in vaig
hould the bodics be obedient unto them , ſecing they fhould ſtill

remain

E S EE

— —— — —



The Opinions , and Arguments
remain immoveable , And to prove this they bring divers Argu-
ments ,

Their firk Argument is taken from - the Authority of Ariſtotle ,
who ſaith ; That the locall motion is the principall , and moſt
perfect of alother motions . Now the Angells ( if ir be granted
that they take a body ) cannot uſe any leſſer or inferiour motions;
Iitolloweth therefore by a morẽ forcible reaſon, that they can much
leſle uſe any locall motion , which is the greateſt , and the moft ex -
cellent of all others ,

But the anſwer is eaſy , and we fay ; That the Angels movin
themſelves with a locall motion , by the phantaſmaticall bod
Which they tock , may alſo cauſe the other lefler motion , by ufin
ſome corporall agents for the producing ofthofe effe &s which thcy
purpoſe ; like as the Smith uſeth fire to ſoften the Iron , and to re ,
duce it to that which they have an iotention to make of it . And
ās touching that faying ot Artjtotle ; Thatthe locall motion is the
chie feſt o all mot ions ; the reaſon thereof is , becauſe every eorpo -
rall nature having life , is apt to move it ſelf Iocally by the means
of the Soul , ‘ be it either reafonable or fenfirive , which giveth life
üñto ir ;

Their fecond Argument is ; That the : local ] motion of naturall
bodies doth follow their forms : But the Angels are not caufes óf the
forms of natural bodies , and therefore they cannot be a mean to
give them any local motion ,

Nevertheleſſe , anſwer may be made them , That in bodies there
be other locall motions then thoſe that do adhere unto the forms :
as the flowing and ebbing of the Sea , do not follow the ſubſtan -
tiall form of the water , bur the influence of the Me on ; with
much greater reafon, , therefore , may other locall motions ( then
fuch as adhëre to to the forms ) follow fpirituall and incorporallſubſtar ces .

3
Their third Argument is ; That the corporall members do

obey to the conception ofthe Soul ina local ] moton , in. afmuch
as they have from ber the beginning of life : now the bodies

which the Angells take unto them , have not from them the be -
ginning of life : for then it wouſd behove that the bodies and the
Angels fhould be united together . And therefore it followeth , that
the bodies by ttem aflumed , cabnot be obedient to any loçall
motion .

I anfwer , That the Angells have their vertue lefe refrained
or hindred then the Souls ; infomuch that being ſeparated from
all corporall maſſineſſe , they may nevertheleſſe take an Ayry
bódy , the which they can move locally at their will and
pleafure . A

;

S
Beſides all the former Arguments , they reply yet further , and

fay : Thart every corporall motion dóthnot obey to the command
ok the Angells , as touching the formigg and faſhioning thereof :
now the ügure which the Angells take , is as a kind of form .
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And thercfóre by the ònely Commandement ofthe Angels , cannotany body take any form ór figure whħatfoever , be it cither ofman ; or of any other diverſe kind comprifed under one geh :dër. e:

To ' this the anſwer is , That the figure which the Angells take ,is in very truth a form w ich is madè by the abfcifion and diſmem -bring ( as a man may fay ) ofthe thickning of the Ayre , or by thePutrefaction of it , or by the ſimilitude and motion which maybe taken of thé fame marrer . “ But there is a very great differencebetween the Form and Figure that is made fo accidentally , andthat which isnatorall and according to the true fubftanæe of zthing the which cannot poflibly be confounded with this acciden -tall Figure ,

This is not all which they object : for they fay further touchingthe Devills : That if they do inveſt themſelves with a body , then
they ought to be within che body which they have taken . Now

Sa int Jerome interpreting that place of the Bſalmiſt ; Tbe Loril iin his hol) Tempie ; and the GlofSe do fays thart rhe Devills do com -mand and rule over Images and Idolls externally , andcannot be inthem internally : and the Idols are bodies as every man knoweth .
And therefore it cannot be faid , that the Devills can take uponthem any bodies .

Lanſwer , That to be in or within a body of ſome ſubſtance ,hath a double and twofold entendment of underſtanding . In thefirft {ort itis underftood under the Terms of Divinity . Andin this
manner , nothing letteth but that the Devill may be in a body . In
the ſecond ſort it is meant according To thé effence; as in givinga being tothe thing , and in working man in it , which is properünto God onely : howbeit thar ' God doth not makea part in the ef -
fence ofany ithing ; For Godisa Subfiance feparated and abSrattedi fole -lj and onely init felf . And ' for the further interpretation of Saint
Jerome and the Glofe , which ' fay , That the Devill isnotin Imageswe may affirm , that they do privily and cloſely reprehend the falſe
opinion of the paynims and Idolaters , who made but one thing
of the Idoll ( were it of Wood , Braſſe , or Stone, ) and of the

unclean ſpirit that remained within ir; and by that means would
ha ve made a living fubftance ofthat which in its own nature wasſenſeleſſe and without life , not ha ving either hands to touch withal ,
or fect to goon , or tongue to ſpeak with ; except fuch onely as
the Devill did feem to give unto it , by his deceitfull illuſi⸗ons .

To make ſhort , they object this Argument alfo ; IF thé An -gells and Devills do take to them anybody , either they are unitedunto The - whole body; or to fome Part thereof > 1f they bc unitedone -
EII ly
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The Opinions ; and . Arguments
ly. to a Part thereof , then can they not move the other parr , but

onely by the means of that part which they do move . But this can -

not poſſibly be ; for otherwiſe the body aſſumed , ſhould have ſuch

parts as ſhould ha ve the Organs determined to the motion , which

1s proper to none but living bodies . But ifthe Angells and De -

vills be Anited immediateh to the whole bodh, it behoveth them then

alfo to pofle every part of that body : which they have . taken to

them ; andfoby tnar means they ſhould be in many places ,
which is proper and appertaining to , God onely : And there -

fore the Angells and Devills cannot take any . body unto

them .

To this Argument an{wer may. be made in this manner ; That

the Angell or Devill fo taking any body upon him , is wholly in the

whole body which it aflumeth , or elfe in a part thereof , as the

Soul is in the body . For albeit hᷣe be not the form of the body
which it aſſumeth ,as is the Soul ; yet ſoit is , that he is the mover

thercóf . . Now it behoveth that the mover and the thing moved ,
ſhould be together ; and ir is nothing to , the purpofe to fay , that

an Angell or Devill , filling a body whole and entire . of {ubftance ,
can bein divers places : for the whole body afumed by an Angell
or Devil , is not . But in one place onely , albeit the fame be admit -
red to have many members and many parts .

Thus far have I done my beft ; both to fer down and to refute all

the reafons and Arguments óbje &ted by thofe who . deny that Angels
and Devils can afsume and take untothem a body ; to the intent

that from hence forth their mouths migbt , be ftepped , and . that

they may not efteem as fables the Hiſtory of Spe &ers , and of the

Apparitions of Spirits .

But before I come to conclude this difcourfe , I may not forget to

tellyou how that many ofthe Rabbins and Jens which have taken

upon them to inrerpret the holy Scriptures , have held opinion and

been of the belief , that chofe Angels which appeared to the Patri -

arks and Prophets , did not appear in any body , nor did affume unto

them any body to make themfelves viſible . And of this opinion
amongſt others was Rabbi Mofes , one ofthe moft learned Rabhins

ofthe Jews , whofaid ; Thatall that which is read and recorded

in tbe Old Teftament ofthe Apparition of Angels , did come by an

imaginary Vifion ; thbatis to {ay, fometimes in fleeping , and fome -
timcs in waking. , Butthis pofition ( as Saint Thomas of Agurne cal -

leth it, ) cannot prevail againſt the truth ofthe Scriptures ; for . by
the phrafe and manner of fpeeches which areufuall in the books of

the Old Tekamenr , it is eafy to know and difcern a difference , that

which is fignified and declared to have Appeared purely and fimply to

our eyes , from that which is faid to be done by the means of a Prophe»
tiĉall ifion , For when itought to be underltood , that any Appa -
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367
rition was made by way of Vifion , there are fome words put downand inferred , which dó properly appertain tothe Vifion , fuoch asthe Scriptures do intend ; as in Ezechiel , the Spirit of the Lord ( faithhe) lifted me up between the Heaven andthe Earih , and led me into Je-ruſalem ży the Vifions ofthe Lord . I fay therefore , thar when it àp -
peareth that things are faid to be done fimply , we ought to under -
ftand them as done fimply and truly . Now we read in the Old
Teſtament , that many Apparitions have been made in body : Andtherefore we ought to grant , that the Angells do fometimes afsume
and take unto them a body , in forming ſuch a body as is ſenſible and
ſubject to the external and corporal Vifion , as well as fome kind of
ſhapes do form themfelves in our imagination , which do produce
an imaginative Vifion when we are flceping , But this fhal ! fuffice
touching this matter ,

FINIS
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