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[ %{ A UGerman Village Story . ’

PJ'H

A UAGUSTA BENDRERR:

KJ' fscaped from the sweltering heat, the dust and turmoil
of the zlosaly built eity, 1 love to wander baeck in thought
to the quist fields of my shildhood on the other side of g
the ozean. "hat =2l1se 2an one do on the long still summer
e .
afternoons, when great Pan holds his midday siegpa, or du- =
ring the aveningd when the numberless host of 2rickets and -~
locusts kesp one awake till after midnight with their ghr
shrill monotonous zhirping?
It is a time for homs-sizkness and longing. With the
old songs ala meamoriss rise from their graves, and sounds
and voi®es long since died away are heard again by the in-,

ward ear amd tell the old sad story of past life and long

'asn my thoughts thus wandsr up the lonely village

road-- moving the fastsr the nsarer “iey approach the paren
tal roof-- then they suddealy start back like granzing
Staads who séen (0 S8€8 8 ghost by Lhe wayside. For yonder
at the gcorner, WwWnere Lhe larga S1gN=-post extends 148 arms,
'L 588 gloumy ana dars the naun tod nNouse==ine (arror of uny
garly vouth and ¢nilidnood.
And agsin when the moom shimes Lnrougn mny yluuuw,
¢reaps over the floorn and slowly--slowly reached my bed and
f face then 1 quickly start up as if 1 had heard mysterious

¢ommotions before my door, as ir S0mabody wWare bringing me
Bl :
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by word or letter soma unhappy news. But instanily 1 re-
mefnbar that all my dearest ones are dead, that mv old
friends have forgotten me, and that I am of no value to
anyon4a around me. 'hen, with a deap sigh, 1 turn my haad

cut of the moonlight and & ecome conscious that I have heard
nothing but one of those long forgottan Yoicas of my home;
and then 1% trv to go to slesap again.

But it is a fruitless affert, and 1 lie awake the rest
of the night thinking of my native village far away on the
Franconian tablealand. 1 see in my mind the long main
streat with its two rows of houses and behind them the or-
*hards and meadows, terminating in the little cabbaga gar-
dens; over-towsrad by the hills whizh we euphoniously call-
8d "the mountains."

They se=med very high to me, those hills , when 1 was
a zhild and I often wonderad what was behind them, and how
far it was to ths mighty Rhine, whizh was said to be at
least a hundred timas as large as our villags brook: and
eavén to the big oesan, which %o my imagination was|entirae=
ly/ boundlass.

But my youthfu-1 thoughts did\oot always wandar"ovar
the nhi1lls and [ar away " whera now 1 writa. They also bug-
leod Ltnemselves with the simple life arvund ne, where every=
bOdV Knows whatever happeas under everyv)roof of the Vil=
laga. And among other things, 1 knew the part that riechess
Plaved in love affairs, as well &s in avery, transaction of
the community, from the eleection of the Burgamaster down to
that of the beadls,.

m L i -
'hasa things did not Lhan affaet ma m”ﬂhl for 1 inno-
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cently pbelleved Tnal our village life was Jul te excepllon-
allv prosaic and that 1o the enchanting distance over the
hills, 1t was quite i1mpossible that pecple should care for
nothing but richess and the things whlich ¢c¢ould be bought
with gold. 'hat was the reason why 1 longed so0 1o g0 AWAY 5
the far=off coumtry to me was the &ﬁ;ﬁduzlnﬁ land ol postry.
1 hoped to find in reality what is onlv to ba found in the
realms of art.
bgs things=s Wﬂ?jfl used to look down upon my neighbors
with pity and wonder, not romprehending in the leaasgt, whvy an
old stozking full of rusty Kromenthalers could be more charm.
/

ing with their heart and sight than one of those delightful

L1t tle story books whizh, by soms zhance or miracle I got

il

till\less could 1 comprehend the hare and there inted

\

lactiual aspirdions of '\ some paople who were my neighbors.
%

Lera. ywas katherine Halrtnagel, for sI}H!;-LJJd;‘r\'E‘IUHIﬂ‘ father
Wwas the i1nhabltant of the Haupied Huusa. To my chnildishn
ldéas, nowevear, se WAsS 0o Nalgnbor ai all, valdlse ne
louse lay aeross (nNe 8Lredl, veyound owWu Llntermedliate huuss
and At a4 dilstance of some §evenLy or @1gniy paces §r o

P

How far this seemed to me! and vet 1 evuld see

o
x

at any time, from our S81tting room wi ndow, Wwhat was golns on

in their garden behind the shed 'and before their barn and
stablas,

ks : "_i!. o e A = 4 "
T - lJ. .':t\_ﬂ}.\f WAas A eorner house wlith a Rlﬁ"'”"[*ﬂﬁt

before it, as here tha way from the main sLireat branched

Al towarda tha 1ittlas hamlat nf Utesemai Memdimman

Thi -

1 wa o St iy : y
'00 Was a post-road, like the main streat, a broad and wedéd
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kapt highway;,—as—areall the 506 callat—iShaussaas” in—ter=

D

o pg$,.a;:; Lo "”.ﬁ?;?'
"hen 1 say that Katherine ”ﬁrtnaﬁﬂf :adffﬁtellpctna}r
agpirations, 1 do not mean that she was peeuliarly gifted,
or that she had a graving for knowledge or some elevated
ideal; but that she used to read what was within her reach,
glthough shas would probably n%t have longed for it, i 1t
had not baen thare, and that she was very liberal in her re-

ligious ideas. These she inherited from her father, but I
think she never confessed them to anyone but me.
Kathesrine was about tem years my senior, but 1 did not
fael ths despariiy of years bestween us, for at—thatperiod—
‘g,ﬁyfvf £ Fz . .
afine lifFay 1 xuailuuglng to gaino knowledge, and sGtnsidered
avary older person wise and avle tu m¥nister to my desire Lo
lsarn., #riandly visitas we rsa exchanged between us. # rom
the agpe of s1x vears and upwards l often went with my spln-
ning wheel to Kntherine's house on a winter forenoon or
afternoon: And in like manner she would come to me.

In Spring times wea met on the meadow behind the village
where the linen ws had spun during _he winter was spread out
to bleazk. Katherine was quite communicative vet it sesmed
to me there was always a tingea ol sadneas aboui har, 1 never
heard har laugh heartily like other girls, and 1 do not

think that any of the young men of the village cared for her
F o2
parsonally. But they all nad an asye &4 heor monay.
I mysaelf was rather fomd of Katherine, but not at all
of her father, who had the reputation of being greedy and

spiLtaful. 1 naver saw him smile unless soma misfortane

dappenad to another i1a the neighborhooud; then he laughed as

BADISCHE
BLB LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

BadenWiirttemberg



T4

BLB BADISCHE =
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK Baden Wiirttemberg



BLB

P A > : R T ——

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

1t were, wWitn closea lips, and overy musd¢le of his face
participaied 1n this inward chuckle which to me was mosi
odious.

KRatherine’'s mother died when 1 was eight years ovld, a
few years lacter, she 1o0st an older and only sister in one
early part of nher married life, and ner oldest brother was
Killed 1n the forest, during the yearly w--mi-cL;Lngf by a
falling tresa,

Nobody felt sorrowful for the bereaved rathar nor per-
haps for Katherine either; BEhe was considered too good a

:M'f_-(-{ e o

caleulater, that fewer c¢hildren make larger portions inan
4

A
inharitanae, All her sister’s property reverted to them,
A8 her hmsband, agresablvy to f!’-::r:r'rr,rncr, ""‘"d‘f,; did not pget a
panny of it, and her brother was 23 vet, unmarried.

S50 Katharine was an heirass now. There was onlv ona
brother living and hs was a “ew vears her senior. 1 can=
not reeall anything that would refleszt espezidl eredit on

his charqater, ‘artainly he would never marry a girl poor-

9r than himself, but that 2o0uld be said of all of the young

nan .~ - ; could not forsas that he would ba as ill disposed
13 D18 ripar yaars, as 1 knaw his father to bas, but 1 a2ould

Judge from his eountenance that he was as little happy as

otners of the family. L _wis aluive—a—aione STV O Tt
LOQUEN 8t LlNasS noé—eas pood—anm—inteTrprate T O Charafver—ig

I—-eftan coutd mot—understand LS MOTIvasuadarlvingg actions

Jt'}'_!":lr‘.i-_',\:.'.--i'lu'l_'l ba Mmore 1n harmony with thls singular
family than the house they lived in. As ] sald before,

1t was a corner house with a S1gn=-post in front: 1t was

reputed to be one of the faw whizh remainad standing f

f rom
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tha time of the great plague during the thirty vears war,
som® 2snturies ago, and in those timasg it had bean an inno.

1t eartainly was verv large for an old house, it con-
sisted of two storias, the upper one projecting over the
lower: while all other old houses of the first part of
the seventeaenth 2entury had only one story from the ground
to tha roof. 'ha windows wera small and the floors of the
sagond story ware very mush sunken. 'hera was also a
secret apartment” somewhere in the house as in all those
buildings that outlived the :1:ﬁzlawa olden timas, =-a dark
room without windows or any appareant antrance, and thare-
fore not to bs found by plundaring soldisrs at first 3ight.

hatherins oftea told ma wnaa 1 was gui 1 lictle il

nat 14 wnils mystarious apartment thera was a2 dumb man al-

Waya standiag ia the zuomar; thait ne never opeanad his
lips a. all, but when asked what ha waated he pointed with
nis loag lean liagers herd or thera nodding aad shaking nis
nead violently.

1t was several years pefore 1 found out thatv kasnerine
nad made fun of my creaulll iy ana WAl such a wning 4a4s a
dumo mac wno forever stouod erect 1o the eurner of a dark
fldden room was an utter 1mpossioility.

My fangy, nowevar, was excited and was not 8o aasily
Drougnt back Lo charmless realitv. 'na thought of T nhat
mystarigus man in the s arat apartment Kept hold of

throughout my ahildhood: and often when 1 passed tne house

L A - R TY

Oon soma dreary winter evening, 1 fancied 1 saw the nodding

man behind the window . f the upper storv, pointing at mas

with his great long fingers, This was aapeaciallv tha cace
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of these dangsrous sports.

Somatimes 1
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hous=s at night}

ate hour o«

shudder and a terribl

This vision brought ba

ternocon in #abruary,

homa

slaighing
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when th
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and 1
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Frhis 1 very
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pass

and #aver afterwardawhen 1

pass

8 vision.==

sk to my sight

18y ¢eéarriad out

of tha shadutha body of Katharina’s brothe
Nalr <lusteriao wildly arouad nhis teunples,

and mutionlass--for he had

cress oeaam. Arovused oy

tions of poor Katherine 1 w

the windows of our sitting
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i order to feteh some wood, but too late I'or the ansulng
afforts of resuseitation to be of any use.

1 was the more unnarved as 1 was much excited by a
pEEgicus ocaurrsncé whien had happened 1im our nelighborhood
about a fortnight baforsa, A rai1lroad was built through
our fields, --connezting the two famous University towns
Heidalbarg and "Jﬁrt':.hm:rpr_, and in digging the ground the
laborers had found the skalaton of a man., 1t was pronolin-
eged by the physiz2ian to be that of a very joung man and to

have bean in the ground fer about ten years. Heobod

Nobody knmew who it might have been, for no person had
mesn missed in the whols naighborhood. The fallow-ground
in whizh the body was [ound belonged toc our dismal neigh=-
bOI'S . Littla wonder then, that kKatherine's brother turnad
vary pale and became amutse whan he lirst heard of Lhe un-
sarihing of a budy on that field. But this circumstance
attracted no furiner atie ativa, houEn Neé Bhunned sSpydakilp

on tha subjact and :1..“4'::«:;:':1'.1 vyary sny ald sucrange wien pao-
det

A

ple reminded nim of i1Li-=FREL 10 WAS 10 N1s nature Lo looK
that way having always been a man of [ew words and
smilas,

That he grew palar and more shy after this oceurrence
was only remembared when he was dead; but aven then nonhody
thought of bringing him into any ¢onnsetion with ths mvs-
tarinus skelston, for as 1 said bafore nobody in the wholas
neighboring sountry was missed. ﬂuﬁ%—ﬁlb is true, within
a space of years had gone to America and had never bean
heard of by thair friends and relations; but that often

occarrad 1n the zase of emigrants and was not considgrad
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Frnus no cause gould ve Fouad for tne desperiie agt ol
our neighoor's son, nvt sven a hopeless alfair of bt he haart
for who would nave thougnt him capaple of such a8 folly as
lova! lhere was only one rumor of trouela i1n his 11ra
wnizh, however, was neither Lo the ¥vradit of his heart oor

brain, but showad how avarizious ths

~holvy familv ware thought to be. 1t

had by

mistake fartilized a

: g
his own whilss thes ground was zoverad

shaat of snoow gnd that this unratrievabls
Kan his haa vshan ha found it out after the s
tad away in ADTUATY «

[48; and by nis own nanad, d na

liviog vi@dza ano grave to shad aay light

causa ol 1t. With the otner

I follwad the corpse Lo the grave yvard, wiera 1

Nls Srime na was buriad 1n noly ground

P,
Sustoms of our enji;ﬂgndd century amd wiin one
e

Oour numanely tninking PASLOT »

"Do not judge with harsn seversness

When S88st another fail=<="*

w NOU

ware the lines that we sang before the nouse a

lhe village as wa sSlowly wanded our way

O Ghne

sned heartfelt tears, and really pitiad tha bro

ther and sister: and 1 was little angrv

aven a

pastor for making soma allusions funeral

the hard and greedv disposition of t

he bareaved

whom ha hopad that this visitation was ta 1ift
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and heartand makes him strive for nurer things hencaforbhh--
VP e P
I thought this sxaltatiena antirely needless: 1 was unablae
to imagine that after such a dreadful svant people could
livea on as if nothing had happ9ned, --but so thay did.

'he fathar bazama aven more grasping and hard-heartad
and axalted in others’ misfortunss--and tha daughter, now
the only :hqu’ua:;ﬂa.Jurd s9lf-zoaszious, more proud and
haughty towards paopla lass rizh than harself. At the
same Lina, howavar, 8Snad sdamdd Lo e Lo DU More and Aelg
more unhappy, although she Was made a great deal more of
tnan svear peforea as a stlll ricner neiress ==-nay, Lhe ricn=-
ash 1n the whols villaga. ohe had mora sulitors Lthan aval
now, although she was getting n]dﬂu and preattv shea was
naver aonsiderad==for ths want of c¢haserfulness and vivac-
LEv.

1 was of the g=2nesral opinion in this matter; but 1

amambar that the outlines of har face wearea regular and
that har black eyes had a wild, weird expression whizh ths
nore aduzated would have 2alled romantic.

But year passed aftar y9a, without her giving any
sign of snziouragement to any of har suitors. 1 had left
the villagse by this time, but navar omittad to make inggi-
ries about har whan 1 zama hom ya & visit about twize a
year. But at last, on ona of Lhasa ozzasions, they itold
ma astonishing naws: 1'.'13:,‘ gaid that Katherins was 20102 Lo
marry ner servaat, JdJndﬂjuﬁdyﬁ;r snriséian!

l'hare woudd have padan NJinlog Vvary ramargavles 10 whls,
Aif dhristian had beaan like other young men of T he vililage,
for he was almost as risch as she and onlv hired himself out

= L S, 3 Ty
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28 2 sarvant az¢ording to anz2ient village custom because

he was an orphan. ﬂu 3 older brother, on marrving, had

becoms possassed of his parents’ house and had appropriated

]

all the personal proparty, so that Chris.ian was obliged ton
lease his land and hire himself out as help in anothsr
housshold, until h9 shoukd find a brife who had a house of
har owN,

Ha eartainly could have dons 30 long ._FF’-iI-.:'r-'_'d, il only,
a8 1 susid, heo nad veen like otner youand Ledlews-s o
tRougn Not quite a0 1dloé nNe was sSupposead Qot tu be abla Lo
couni up To Len. ¥o r this reason | was starcled when ]
Neard LNAL sSuch &8 reputaed 1LmMpacllse Was (O De married. 1§
was soon found out, howeva.,, Lhat 1n splte of his suppu sead
wWeak mind nhe was very good at figures and not at ail 1n-
elined te be taken advantage of in regard to his propertv.

Katharins found that out harsalf when it was too late

for her to profit by it. ‘or avarybody kee% she had mar-

ried him from pure avafice, and not for love or regard for

1 N " . 3 - -
aim; and her father, .o fre., himself from imputations, wash
R -
F
ad his hands _-:i"' tha fountain nalf innosonand _j;_.‘_;{_!l'—'l.‘f'i"l'_f

g

e

- ey
averybady Wwho would liseon to him that he held no part 1iao
the pame whatever.

1 tnink mysell thai he did aot exactly urge his daugn-
ter to marrv = nf}‘: garvant, alth ugh hé may have found 1t
Very convenient not to be obliged Lo pay niin aoy more
wagas,

Katherina was universally blamead and 2alled more ava-
ricious than her father. Nobody sesmad to take inteo A-~-
zount that she might h Ve marrisd some other young man -!_'ll.q]rL

28 ri

e e e S
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18 rizh as her sarvant and one possessed of ordinar intel-
liganze.
o ma tha whols matter was a psychological mysiery and !
still more s0, when at a later wvisit at home 1 L&&%qe&-ﬁii”' }
that the marriage of th:s. two s raagf personages had mads
no appars3nt differance whatever in thair former raelations.
hay wara mistress aad sarvant still,--ha ratainingz his
11ttle gZarrat uader i reofl, and aever allowad aczess o
A8r apartwents wnich occup.ed Lne whuie upper rloor.
e
'Hat villaga Husslpgfﬁ rife about thlis singular rela-
tion ¢an easilly be 1maginad. I'o me 1t was a matter ot
Earious interest. 1 began to suspect some hidden motive
apart from avarice, some motive known to nobodv but Kather-
ina. What was it?
I beslisvad with the rest that she planned to have i n
8 husband merely a servant, and that for that reason she
chof$safi ths only one in the community whom shs sonsiderad
stupid snough navar to assart himself as her husband and
¢laim har parson and property. At the same time shs ceal-
culatad upon assuming towards h.m the very rights of pro-
she ysapudiacad. BT ia ehls sha was graatly
a panay of nis own and wihan
L

party that
Ha naver gZave nar

N® LOOK bacs n1s iand o JﬂL{l:a{g 1t nimsdli he se; all

wilfa and

Nistaken.
and allowed nis

nis

products apart in oara and loft
a Kind of aquivalent for
parsistent and

father-in-law only enough for
transactions he

waAas 80

board.--In all thesa
tenaceons that Katherine had,to give up seen the idea of

making a convenienze of him.

ey
FEEE

R
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Some two or thres years aftarwards they separatad:
with

brother and she alons

He living again with his older
her father, towards whom sha grew moras and mors imperious

and undutyful. Katharine's fathar was quite old and fee-
more and more querulous

ble now, Hisrdisposition pacama
openly <cumnplained in the sireal and
sltuatcion.

and whining, and he
unloving daugnter and his wratcdhad
ohne

Ledriass.

Leaseq

fields of nis
di1ed and hls daugntar was
Nar acres so as nol W be ODllEed GO Keap searvants and day

all alone in the large drearv

laborars and nenceforth lived
house, hardly ever lesaving 1t éaxcept to do some unexpected
and foolish thing. She never addressed a word to anvogdy
Bax*ept when people spoke to her first, and then she would
thide them and 2all them bad names.
She conld not bahave long in this wav without making
sveryone think that she was laboring under soma Kkind of
nental aberration. 'onsaquently she was more and more
avoided, ex¢ept by children and malicious people who taun-
took pleasurs in 9gging har oo to make illng-
harmless and

ted her and
tured ramarks. If left alone she seemad
narely mealanzholy; but she continued to display sirange
[reaks in regard to ner property, one aay buying the most
she coula lay hands on and another counplain=-
and at last the

LnRings

usaless
ing piteocusly of nunger and starvation;
Village authority found 1t necessary 10 appolint a guardlan
for her.
Yaars went by, in whizch 1 had not only gone “"over tha
hills” but also o#e@r the sea, and the intervals of mv vis-
long and far hqawqﬂﬂl

plasza bacama

2L1ve

1ts to mv n
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laft Gerfmany

Some vaars Aage, 2 littla whila baforas 1
for tha fifth time, 1 made a farawell visit to my native
village: of course it was a great event. The Mareh windd
blew over the fiaelds and meadows as before and swept the

s.reats and round the cornars of

through the lonely s
the fields

dust nr
juiat housas. I took a long stroll over ¢
maadows and ba2k through the village axchanging nods
ind smiles to some old familiar facas bshind thses window
panas. And when 1 @ame to the "hauanted house” 1 also nod-
ded 1o the gnastly figure penind tne half closed shutters.
1 do not Know whether it was from habit or from absent mine
dednass for 1 was well aware that by that time nobody ex-
¢hanged any mora frisendly salutes with 'Thﬂ?ﬂ&g Katherine*,

25 she was opendy zallad by all.
dut hardly had done =0 when 10 my greal surprisa she
DecKkoned me Lo SCome 1n0. I maturally hesitated and she
DecKkoned anew. As 1 was Lodid, nowevear, Lwnat she ndd naver
1 should nave thought it

done any bodilv harm to anvone,
50 1 want up the neglscted

cowardly to be afraid of her.
stepd, and immeadiately afterwards T heard the pushing of
kevs bahind the door.-=1%t was rearly

bolts and rattling of
dusk, and in spite of mv sesolution to be courageous 1 felvy
throb violently.
and

my heart
The door openad from within. I anterad silently
followed the wratched h.rm.t into the roon. 1t looked
as large to mo as 1a the days of my ¢hildhood, be-

The well re=mem

81Most
LG

cause now Lhers was naraly anytning in
bered spinning wheel in the ecornar was gonse, 1 saw no bed

ey
EEEE
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nor pisture of any sort, nothing that bespeaks eheer and
comfort. An old erooked oakan tabls and a Ffew tottarling
*:he»n—c; wara the only artieles of furniture left; Thes floor
was grey and unswappt, the windows wers coverad with dust
ans spider webs; all told of the utter naglect into which
things had [fallaf.=-

*Sit dowa®” sald my strange hosiess alter a long mutual
gilence, during whish she ngold wg spall vouna with hner
straage eyas, wnizh shone wiZn a luystse gf Tever or exel é-
et . "Wny d.d you O aiw H#I(Fld u(f me" sne said tJJ.«:ul{!.L!m
hearselff pefors my cna;r. iln che fading Li2gnt of Lhe even-
ing 1 saw how [eeble and wassed she was, how prematurely
old her faca appeared and how long and thin were her hands
and arms.

*1 am departing again for Amariea”™ I said with all the
zalmnass 1 could command.

*Oh, are you indaed?” She axelaimed with a sudden

I¢]

[la:

h of racognition in her wild black eyes, "and you will
navar raturn from thara?®
]

“Parhaps naver” said 1, wiping away a tear which had

found 1ts way iato @y aya.

*Did they tell vyou 1 amn ¢razy?™™ She asked aflter a pause
in reamoviang her olack Ber a lictle From her withered [ore=
haad.

*l think you ara2 no.--+wall”® ,eplied 1, unwlliing v

anawar nes queéestliun 1o a direci mannar.

"You are guise rignt”® she said sitting down and press-

ing her temples with both her hands, 1 have navar bsaan

quite wall sinca--since--0h!: how 1 w uld i1ke to speak of
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BLB LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




T4

BLB BADISCHE =
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK Baden Wiirttemberg



BLB

e T N R VO TR e v % % e BT W A Rt -

7

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

it, but then I am rald vyou will ta4ll vour mother.--

"+ mothe i85 dead” said 1 urning awav my face.

"Naad ! did she die®?the woman asked wonderingly.

“l1t was savan vears last antumn.

"Inda=sd? I wonder 1 did not know it; but nevar mind
1 soon shall go thare myself."”

“tto whara?”

“To wharea the desad are of course; 1 do not know ex-
actly where that is, do you? They always said you know
avarything.”

*1 thought you did not balieve in immortality, ® said I

more and more astonishad at tha wretchad woman’'s lucidity

*] did aot when 1 was young®she roplied; but 1 koow

at present Lhal noiilng dias ab all on 3ariil==N0 510 0l OVUS-—

00 ¢rime.=- 1 always Lhought the ¢hlld was dead oui 1t camne
bAcCKE Lo me."

"Your cnild?™ s3aid 1 ina the Utmosi anazemsnt, Yol
naver had a child."”

“0n ves, bt vou did not Know of 1lL--nobudy Knew, and
that was the worst of it==nobody but my familv and 1, and
that is why thevy killed him.*

*Who ware thev?" 1 asked not knowing whathar this wasg
insanitv or mot. Tha azcusation sounded dresdfully real =nd

P,
sasmed to zome ouf of a hﬁartgof human woes and misery.
"Who? " she slowly repliad, “my father and my brothers

of 2cgurse, for at Lhat time tnhsre wers LWo of them. Ha

takd thai dreadful skaleton away frun my oeyes?” and she

-
R
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bagan GO sSNrieKk and moan and Lo bury ner afce 1o ner treame
ling hands.
“Theare, sa id 1, getting up and opening the door of the
adjoining ~hamber allthe whila aeting as if 1 took some-
thing up from the floor and shut it up.=--"There 1 have put
it away; look about 1 and ses Katherine, " and 1 sat down
igain.
“yas, indaed, "said she, taking O0fThar hands, but it
will rise again;, it always doses. And ysot it is not my
fault that he is d=ad, for I lovad him more than father
and mothsar and would have followad him to Amerizca as 1 pre
nised, but tney would not let niun go tnere.”
"Why nmot?”
"Hecause he was poor, dont you Koow? Well, pernaps
were gquite & listle girl then, seven or
tnat vou

von do not, vou
almos impossible
to eall

vla .nd b g
th girlas usead

ven.s
Wilhalm, =as

aight
smembar handsoma :

shonld
* 1 rejoined. He

him, *
emember him,

*Dh yes, 1 perfectly

F
servan . .

your
him?

reall reamambar

]

was your day-laborer o

"Bothe= ng ﬂfiif anotNer;
“Indased 1 do”lz2oneinued;lt s=2ems to me as if I could

g ¥
fine ay+s he had, ol

a2l
bafora #t= now: wondsarful
fair face wizh

ses him
forget-me=-not blue, goldan hair and a very
= "
boylsn round <heaks. He must than have bean quli-s yOouUudyg.
“Nineteen or Gtwenty” she answared with great clear-
firt f
young “ve sge, and Lhatl

young===Lo0
fortunes

Nass, wa . were bOoLh very
18 wny we ware so very forgatiul of our difrerant

T
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and of everything else around us-=-=ves, evervthing. We
talked often and long of our marriage, whaen we went to the
fialds and meadows together, until we dreamed that we ware
marrisd.-- you may imagine the zonsequences.”

*1 wep. and worried a while from shame and anxiety, but
gradually 1 uook couragé€ and imade plans fo:. our fo mal mar-
riage and broke all (o my mothar, She did noit ery as 1
thought sne would, nor aiu my father and b.oth®8rs s.arm at
me ; indeed, I onde.ed thmi thev took it su quietly.
flas! 1 had no idea of their dreadful deceitfulness.

"T:EU q.18tl f7alked to my sweet-heart and pu suaded
him to go .o America, whire T “hoeula join h.m as soon as mv '
8 of health would perm.t me. They agreed to supply

him with the necassary money for h: s .ravelling expenses

s |
=5

. ] . ~ - (P
and for establishing himself on a farm in the ¥est.

if ha should refuse to go there he could never hope to ob=

*Poor boy!® tha unhappy woman sighad after a long

pausea, Jpoor boy!l Na belleved 1C all; ihe was (00 laonocent
e

and nonest for tnis vad world and that <«aused nim nis fair
voung life. He c.i1ed and lamented a2 Eood deal at first,
but soon he mustered up his courage and his spirits, madse
a little bundle of his sz2anty clothing, took the money my
father had zounted out to him, and we embracad each other
before the very syes of my parents and brothe s, and I made
repealtod vows of our aternal lov: and fidelity.

*1t was a dark, stormmy night in late Novembsr, when

Nd@ bade us that heart=breaking good=bya. He was tu tra=

R
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vel a few miles on foot until he should reach ihe sa.l.vad
at Moosoroovk, and my brotners p.anised tu Jjoin nim vuatsiae
the village and accecompany him somé distance. Thav weare
vary ecaraful that nobodvy should Know ;(. nor thal they had
provided Wilhelm wilh money; f.r no sne had suspactead our
intimacy.

*Ha alas! had behaved with utm st diseretion and elr-
sumspaation-=poor lad! H- paid for it with his heart’'s
blood. rhev followed him in order to ..ill him and t hen
they buried him in my father’'s field on the Ge - stenhaide.

1 suppos2 you saw hls skaleston.--Poor boy! they could not
aven Aow leave him dndlsiurodd. hay dug him up, bui nis
mouth was dumb., ha could never say wno nad laid hlim 50

low, al]though my bro thaer was vary muchn afralid of kia—doias

the skeleton. Ha was haunted by 1% d-’-‘l:f and night, but it

never spoke a word to him. H: need not have hung himsell=-
fool that he was! and yst, Who Knows, who knows! perhaps
the dsad zan speak after ail! )id you not see him move

his lips when they laid aim 1@ she zharnmel=housa, Or ala
anyone s2e him do ige»

“] did got see hil aiv all, " 1 replied shudderling. fur
it had growa alwost dark by his Lima, and the sirange un=
happy Wwomano C(2lked 10 LoAs8s s upesarcnly and despalring
that 1 felt my blood curdle and iy feat rooted to Lne sSpolw—
®vou hed a enild, "said 1 a¢ last TO turn ner tnougnis and
mind from tne dreadf.l skeleton.

“vas 1 had & ehild” snhnc contloued after having for

8 time evad me with a wondering glance, b.t nobody Knew

t 3 "
1t, nobody pitisd the torturas they subijected me to. fhev
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kept me locked up for weeks in

my eries might not arouse any =

Rood, nor anybody hear my baby

light of day.=-=-Alas! shs nesver

room Was always as dark as a gr

8ne was dead or living, ror 1 o

of wood=-and when 1 re covered

was Romay gFpone foraver! Do wvou

ag they killed her voung father

vou, 1 nevar ceould belisave it =

they said, and better c¢ared for

been with me. The dead, of co

I only wonder, why they can nev

1 often hear mvy baby ery at

y nig

riek for help and merwy, poor

never 1lift a finger or hand for

0 tha <nambar L.ld:'c!--uxﬂ:f o L ne

Used Lo sing 1L oursealves sSunel

yelled 1in my ea:s 1like tnis! U

only a ]ir-]u-nai:zuzje while 1

be with her; 1 eannot live for

"You should not kesap

ad . 1 1 wonuld let

think if vo

frisnds--"*

mention friends to

*Do not

ataly. *T do not want any fri

2an do nothing but kill-=Eill!

they always wantad me to get ma

s0o much alona, 1

ou- sceral aya: tment, that

uspicion in the neighbor-

ery when it should ses the

-

I'or that

[

1, think;

s5aw

ave. 1l did not know if

ecamne &5 SONsSeless ag A lOog

my cgcon

1]

clousness, the chila

think thev have killed her

? No? Well then, 1 tell

ither. She was all right,

than sha aver would have

urse, are always cared for,

or keep silent, dear souls?

hts and Wilhelm too.

They

and 1--1 could

things!

L hem. Do you near n

r the witch®==35he sals.

lMmes, bUut “hen 16 never
#0 and bld her Keep stili=-
onger. l very soon shall

aver, 1 hope.”

finally remark-

Mme speak to some of your

ma! * she exc¢laimed passion

ends or relatives, for they

Oh, 1 was well aware why
rried, you know, but my hearl\
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vearnaed for no other love again. They would have killed
him, too, 1 fear, and that is why 1 fooled them all-- ha!
hal*

No @urse would have sounded so terrible. 1 almost
felt my hair rise on end and f*.ﬂﬁ[arzjr::faf‘ find“ng & way to
get out of the dreadful house without awakening the slume
bering :Lam in the deranged soul of that poor crazed wo=-
man.

1 finally got up pretending to look out of the window.
ut 1 merely wanted .o see how it was fastened in order 1o
sary for help if need should be.

*fhat are you going to do?” she said, throwing a eii-

1
; ¥ 1 ¥ # 1 - i $ 37 "
rious look at me.-="Don. tell my b.other in going oOut, o0l
what 1 have told you Jusi ROW. He is always lurking in
cornars and by=wa,s LN wnat dreadful roge arovund nis Necsk

1 ean never turn my head without S8a8.ng @l théer him or the
othar one, and then peacple laugh at me and eall me Crazy.
And vet 1 can nover weep, 1 can never tell anybedy of the
dreadful pain 1 feel.”

You will soon be _.elieved,® 1 said, wiith a pitying
look at her withered form.

*"nfh ves, * she said riding on her feat, 1 know 1 grl;lll.}

and for that reason 1 havs told ,ou my story at last, pro-
1 i TAE ] - 37 T % f »
misa ma nevar to tell anybody whilse 1 am living.
*Naver, " said 1 1 aaching out m hand to her, as 1

turned away for the last time from the haunted house.

Katharine died the following autumi.
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