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LETTER AXYV.

Crossineg the bridge of boats at Manheim
into modern Bavaria, 1 proceeded on foot
across the fertile flat towards Worms; a
place which my German friends 1n the
spruce modern capitals wondered 1 could
have any interest to see. A few Bavarian

troops, in their handsome sky-blue uni-
forms, quartered in the little fortified téte
du pont on the opposite side, reminded one
of the new masters of this cidevant piece of
the French Empire. Some of the same
differences 1in the features of the scene
which had struck us on crossing from the left
to the richt bank were again observable. The
stragoling hamlets along the road side, with
their little white cabins, were as different
as possible from the dirty walled towns on
the other side, in the intervals between
which you never see a house. Some of
the peasants, who, instead of the light

Baden-Wiirttemberg




el
00t
3-8
the
uld
rian
ini-
léle
one
e of
yme
ene
left
I'he
vith
‘ent

BLB

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

ified German. | y
reply — « Es geht ummer tOujours ﬁ:n:**ﬁ" ;

and for walking they use promeniren, 1n-
stead of the true German spatzieren. Many
of them speak a bad French; and I met
with one or two raw, unhinged-looking
fellows, who had served in the French
army, and had acquired just enough of the
language and the vivacity it imparts to ap-
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FRANKENTHAL. aY3

ladder waggons were driving carts with m:u
huge ox in the shafts, speak a more French-

If you ask the way, they

pear fairly denationalised, and resemble
neither Frenchmen nor Germans.
Frankenthal was the only town betore

Worms. It is a bustling lively place,
communicating by a canal with the Rhine,

and pl'eﬁunting some traces Ut. the active
trading industry which a rich colony
{ o & .y ) ~ - ~1* X7
of French and Dutch relugees 1U1111L1:l)
vave to it. One of 1ts chief manutactories
-
was converted by the French gm-'ernment
into a great magazine of mendlcity f[}l"thi‘
department of Mont Tonnerre— a curious
Tastration of the descent from commercial
opulence to beggary, which an exclusively
warlike system will often produce.

[t was quite dark when 1 reached
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Worms. Arriving late, alone, and without
equipage, the fat landlord of the inn I en-
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tered replied to my enquiry for a bed with
a scrutinising look and a demand for my
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passport — just as the host of an lnglish \
lmbliu house would make a similar demand

of a travelling tar with one arm, begging
his way to Portsmouth. My passport, for
which 1 had rarely had occasion in Ger-

many, was unluckily sent forward with my
trunks ; and the answer that I had none
was* followed up by a brisk refusal of all
accommodation from the dainty host. 1
knew the relenting character of a German
landlord’s dignity too well to be dismayed;
and as Worms was now a garrison town
of the Grand Duke of Hesse, I plied him
with the names of half a dozen dignita-
ries of the Court, whom I now found in-
valuable friends in need. The application
took instantaneous effect on the haughty
proprietor of the White Horse; though,
not to let himself down too abruptly from
his stately elevation, he at first only con-
descended to reply rather gruffly— ¢ Dann
A 1 feonnen sic platz nehmen, * then you may
gl take a place :” but his subsequent handings
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WORMS,. o |

first, and preventings of my wishes at supper.

1 i
= 5 where he assigned me the place of honour, 1
{ilil sufficiently proved that my titled acquaint- I
~m¥ | ances had happily removed all hﬁi:—i gu*-.i:m{’?: |;
ik facie prejudices against a pedestrian mf,h* 1
and out passport. I_"Jur_ing supper, whu‘:h :!
0% took place in the dirty dark fi:ﬂ{jlﬂ;h (for
Jﬁj ? every thing is dirty and _ﬂm']{ at Worms,) e
X L8 a fat llllﬁﬁﬁ]lti!ﬂiflll.fll 1@:;:1-:111%' dame 11:1:;1}:@:1
my s some 'mn;;;m:e.hng :L‘H'H on a md”??ﬁ
e harp, the 111{?1{}51_}-* of whu:l{ seemed unl.m‘; y |

11 lost on the Hessian officers, who were

H] smoking, boozing, .E‘Lll{l playing drafts at a |
s beer-stained table Jm;t.by. A hardy chas- |
o seur, in his green hunting dress, who came |

} in late, was paying his respects to a savoury |
}‘:‘JH German sallad, a not very delicate, but by
}im no means unpalatable, olio of potatoess i
B fish, anchovies, lettuce &c.; and the soft ‘
jl;: strains of the lady Were::500H drh:en f:D -||I
hiv give place to the 'm‘ﬁwl'mg mirth of these :3
;crl;-, sensual rather qthan‘ sentimental gulests;. S |
*:11"1 Worms, which from the days ol the olc 'i.

. Frankish kings who had a palace there, to i
j:;; those of Luther and the }'ﬂ‘[bl'nmtimlj was =i
the scene of Royal Residences, brilliant i
i:i}: Champs de Mai, and solemn diets of the i ;§.|
oo '.
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empire, 1s now a mouldering mass of mean-
ness and desolate decay—Ilike Mayence,
only enlivened by a riotous garrison of Hes-
sian troops. The final blow to its conse-
quence was its devastation by the French,
in 1689. Of its 30,000 inhabitants not
more than 5000 remain —and its com-

merce, which distinguished it among the
Hanseatic cities, 1s now confined to the
wine made from its celebrated vineyards,
and the tobacco it grows and manufactures.
The Cathedral, a massy ponderous (vothic
edifice, commenced in the eighth century,
1s an Interesting but dreary vestige of gran-
deur. — The bare, dismantled walls of the |
interior, with its falling pinnacles and orna-
ments, and the wretched desolation of the
houses of the Chapter, give it a melancholy
deserted air. It has neither statues, pic-
tures, or any thing of interest on a close
Inspection ; but seen from a distance, its
lofty nave and four steeples rise with an
imposing grandeur in the level plain of the
thine,

Pictures of Luther and his venerable
iriends are exhibited in the booksellers
windows ; and the Lutheran Church con-
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THE VIRGIN'S MILK. 3077

tains a fresco painting of the 1*&ihrmg1*
appearing before the splendid assembly
. a mere modern manufacture, put up
since the re-building of the church after the
destruction in 1689, and possessing no in-
terest or merit.

Winding through the dark, mnarrow
streets, and passing the solid decayed ram-
parts, [ left the old city by the road t.c:w‘m'ds
Mavence. Just out of it, on the right,
Stul;dﬁ the Gothic monastery of Lieb Lrau,
(the Dear Virgin,) surrounded by little
shelosures of vines, in which the peasants
were busily engaged in the FEH-Ef.‘iHI-gES.
The wine prmhlcud in this little spot 1s one
of the choicest in the country, and known
by the name of Liebfrauen ,L:lﬁh:*?:s (the Vir-
gin’s Milk): but a peasant In {1‘11't}r 11)-:::-1:}1;5,
whom I saw treading out the juice from a
tub of grapes, did not give me the I]]*{]E.t
exquisite idea of the process of producing

the Virgin’s Milk.

T erossed the Rhine in a fisherman’s sha-
lop somewhat lower down to Gernshfﬂm.ﬂ
2 dirty little town, famous as the birth-
place of Schiffer, the celebrated cotempo-
rary, son-in-law, and partner of Faust, the
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O WALK TO DARMSTADT.

earliest printer. After a homely dinner 1
at the table d’hote ot the best mn, 1 pur- ]
sued 111}-‘ walk over the dreary but fertile (
plain towards Darmstadt. For two leagues | i

the open arable country, without a hedge

or inclosure, presented a monotonous scene ;
after which I entered a sandy path, through
a thick, gloomy, fragrant forest of firs,
stretching close up to the town, where I
arrived late, heartily tired of a walk of eight
leagues, without sufficient beauties to be-
cutle the way.

I found the society of the Court en-
livened by the presence of some interest-
ing guests —the IEx-queen of Sweden,
with her son and daughter the young
Prince and Princess. The beauty of the
Queen gained for her, on the throne of
Sweden, the .appellation of the Helen of
the North; and her character had been
described to me in colours that excited
my curiosity to see her. = This opportunity
|l enjoyed at an entertainment given Dby
the Hereditary Princess of Hesse to gratify
her young nephew and niece.  The Queen,
now above thirty years ot age, still retains

that 51'11'1311#51:%11;; {:}Ll.n'{::aaiun of countenance
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THE EX-QUEEN OF SWEDEN. 44

which is the best part of beauty:. Her figure
is slender and graceful; and her delicate
complexion, and soft grey eyes, give to her
features which are not quite regularly
Grecian, an expression of feminine softness
almost bordering on timidity. She has all
the appearance of having suffered much‘:
but the expression of her countenance 18

rather that of [}Etlﬁivn mildness than . of

melancholy. Her features have a tone
of quick sensibility, which a lady hap-
pily described to me, in observing that

the Queen always nppmmd on the point of
smiling or weeping. _Her manners are
simple and frank: in the highest degree.
Her Majesty described to me, with the
most g{md—humﬂurud naivete, the details ot
a periluns sea voyage which she had und'er—
taken from Sweden, in which, atter tossing

about and much danger, she was obliged
to put back to the port from whence she
embarked. = Sweden was a subject which 1
should naturally not have touched - upon
myself: but her Majesty seemed to speak
of it without painful reminiscences. She
is a good English scholar, .and admired
the poems of Lord Byron and Moore.
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200 THE EX-QUEEN OF SWEDEN.

The former had inspired her with a
particular interest ; and, like her sister
the Princess of Hesse, she was eager to
know all the details I could give her con-
cerning the poet. She pitied his mistor-
tunes, and at once lamented and wondered
that a man so highly gifted should be so

apparently miserable. In the intervals of

the conversations I enjoyed with this
amiable female she would frequently watch,
with an air of attentive satisfaction, the
caiety of her son and daughter, who were
joining in the dance with the characteristie
ardour of their age and their German edu-
cation. The Princess is of a slender de-
licate figure, not ~without grace. The
Prince, a tall well-looking youth of six-
teen, simple and good-humoured, with
a strong resemblance to his father, 1s
now pursuing his education at the Uni-
versity of Heidelberg, under the care of a
respectable Swiss governor. This gentle-
man, who was enjoying every advantage ot
rank, youth, and fortune in his own country,
was induced, by an activity of character,
and a zeal to be useful to suffering virtue,
to undertake the anxious task of the

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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THE EX-PRINCE OF SWEDEN. 01

T Prince’s education. To qualify himself for g';i
ster his undertaking, he applied with unwearied
- to diligence to perfect his own to the pomt
011~ which he conceived indispensable for the
for- discharge of his duty. For a long time he !
red found his task laborious and appalling: E_|t
S0 but the young Prince’s character soon |
s of cheered his labours, and gradually pro- l;
this duced a warm attachment between the ",
teh, tutor and his pupil, now grown into a |
the fondness which makes it difficult for the
JeTe former to leave his charge, even for a few l i
stie days, without uneasiness. The Queen has |
du- some thoughts of sending her son to an i
de- English University. It is a curious coin- |
Lhe cidence that the young Prince is, within
SIX~ a few weeks, of the same age with the |
vith Prince Oscar, the son of Bernadotte, and, at |
1S present, heir presumptive to the throne
Ini- of Sweden. i
f a Considering all circumstances, the young il
tle- Prince may probably indulge some distant
> of hopes of ascending the throne, from which
try, the imprudent heroism of his father, and |
ter, the ambition of Napoleon have appa- .
ue; rently excluded him. His near connection Z:-
the DD |
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4042 THE EX-PRINCE OF SWEDEN.,

with’ Russia, and the principal houses of
Germany, and the love of the Swedish
aristocracy and part of the people, which
his family unquestionably enjoys, may con-
cur, with the isolated situation of the ex-
pectant Crown Prince among the legiti-
mate Sovereigns of Kurope, to ground such
a hope. The death of the Duke of Suder-
mania * would probably be the period for
any attempt Iin his favour; and if this
event should take place at a less peaceful
moment than the present, it 1s difficult
to say how far the connections of the
family might exert themselves for their
fallen relation. Without foreign aid the
attempt would be futile; for Sweden 1s a
military kingdom, and Bernadotte has the
hearts of the soldiers; and, under all cir-
cumstances, his talents and activity would

* This event has taken place since the above was writ-
ten. — The tide has not been taken at the flood by the
exiled family. Bernadotte is safely seated on his throne.
The new Queen of Sweden has been graciously received
by Louis XVIII.— while poor Gustavus has been 1n-
vested with the freedom of the city of Basle; and his
amiable son may perhaps be consoled by his Imperial
uncle by the Governorship of Finland, a province of the
kingdom of his ancestors.

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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THE CROWN PRINCE. 408

be formidable obstacles to the views of the
dethroned family.

I was surprised to learn from military
men that the co-operation of the Crown
Prince in the campaign of 1813, for which
he was so liberally paid at the expence
of the Norwegians, was by no means so
satisfactory as has frequently been sup-
posed. His military talents are unques-
tionable ; and it could only be his lukewarm
attachment to the cause for which he fought,
which has acquired him, among his Ger-
man allies, the common appellation of Ge-
neral Langsam, i. e. General Slow.

Perhaps the most insurmountable ob-
stacle to the hopes of the excluded family
of Sweden, is the wild and inefficient cha-
racter ‘of the exiled Gustavus, who, 1n
spite of something of the intrepid fire of
Charles XII. in his veins, i1s probably as
unfit to govern as the proclamations of his
intriguing uncle described him. The same
sanguine temperament which lost him his
throne, has now converted him into a fana-
tical Quixote, — alternately projecting pil-
orimages and crusades, and relaxing his
DD 2
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404 THE EX-KING OF SWEDEN.

stout heart before the first pretty bourgeoise
in whom his imagination sees a damsel of
romance. His Majesty resided for some time
at Frankfort, where his inaptness to the
prose of life involved him in a squabble with
a plaiu-dea]ing merchant, to whom' a case,
containing the insignia of royalty, was con-
signed from Sweden for his Majesty’s use.
The merchant demanded the expences of
transportation, which his Majesty thinking
it beneath his dignity to pay before he
received the packet, the valuable caskel
was in a fair way of remaining with the
merchant, but for the intervention of a
French diplomatist of my acquaintance,
who, from pure good-nature, and in spite
of the unseemly appearance at that time
of interesting himself for an emigrant
monarch, exerted his influence, and put
Gustavus in possession of his property.
The King opened his treasures 1n presence
of his friend the ambassador; and on tak-
ing out, amongst other things, a miniature
of Louis XVIIL., asked him, probably un-
designedly — ¢ Le reconnoissez vous 2” to
which the wary Frenchman promptly replied
—¢Je le connois.” The precious contents of

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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HIS WILD CHARACTER. 405

the packet the King afterwards sent, with a
letter of admonition, to his son. DBasle is
the present scene of his Majesty’s exploits,
from whence he sent not long ago to
his amiable Queen a sentence of divorce,
procured without the least prctencel of
blame on her part.  His susceptible
heart lately fell mto the chains of a fair
banker’s daughter, whose {riends were not
quite pleased with the nature of h‘i.fa Ma-
jesty’s attentions ; and his proposal of a mar-
riage with the left hand, by no means satis-
fied them. The Count Gottorp, however,
valiantly persisted in his m-*erturezi.; and
at last procured the opportunity of m-:'lulg-
ing his chivalrous propensities In a 511":%{113
combat with his fair one’s uncle, which
onded without serious damage to either
party. The impression of the banker’s
daughter was not, however, E{ﬁlccﬂbl‘e. C:ﬂ-
roline used to appear to him in visions In

various attitudes and shapes

strangely confounded in appearance wit.h
o Princess of Mecklenburg, with whom his
Majesty had once been on the point of a
marriage. One lucky day the disconsolate
lover, partly in despair of success, and partly

DD
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on the strength of an invitation to England
from the Prince Regent, took resolution to
depart. The hour arrived ; the post-horses
were at the door, and the royal lover ready
to step into the carriage, when Caroline’s
little lap-dog, which had always before
been rather shy of his Majesty’s caresses,
presented 1tself at the coach door, and laid
hold of his coat. This had too much the
air of an embassy from his relenting fair
one not to melt at once the King’s feeble
resolution. ‘The Prince Regent’s invitation
was forgotten — the post-horses sent away
—and the romantic monarch returned to
his pursuit with his courage renovated by
the lap-dog’s caresses. Some time ago,
advertisements appeared in his Majesty’s
name 1n the German papers, announcing
his project of a grand crusade to Palestine,
and calling on all chivalrously disposed per-
sons to enlist under his banners. This, how-
ever, was prematurely and surreptitiously
published. The pilous King had merely
composed one of the same nature, with a
view to publish it, and showed it to a book-
seller, whom he consulted as to the publi-
cation. The man, recollecting the heads
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PRINCE FREDERIC OF HESSE. 407

of what he had seen, sent them to the
Hanau Gazette, which thought them much
too extraordinary to be kept from the
public.

Another visitor, who adorned rather
than enlivened the Court ecircles, was the
Prince Frederic of Hesse *, a son of the
Grand Duke, and a Marshal in the French
army. His fine heroic figure, emheliishxﬂ:.d
by the uniform of a French Marshal, l?ut 11l
accorded with the complacent insipidity of
his conversation, and the gloomy turn of
his character. The Prince has passed
much of his time in France and Italy,
among Catholics and priests, and uu{der
the protection of the Pope, who have availed
themselves of a weak serious character to
convert him to their religion. Though a

- : - 1 1' -
young man, he is now a zealous Catholic

devotee, without galety or ]l{'E:.' He !:;er:ps
up a correspondence with his Holiness.

* This amiable, though gloomy young Prince 1?111:_:tl
not be confounded with the old Landgrave Frederic 'Df1
Fesse Cassel, the father of the intended 1)11{:11::355 of
Cambridge, whose resemblance in character to his bro-
ther the Elector has acquired for bim the name of ¢ the
Tyrant of Rumbelheim.”
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405 PRINCE FREDERIC OF HESSE.

from whom he received the other day a

Latin epistle, full of affection, and inviting

him to make the Vatican his head quar-
ters in a tour he is about making in Italy.
His Highness has sanguine hopes of re-
ceiving a Cardinal’s hat in reward for his
zeal.
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