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LETTER XVlI.

Takmve leave of our hospitable friends, we
departed the morning after the Baron’s ball
for Stutgard. The road presented few inter-
esting objects. We passed Durlach, the

capital of the old Margraviate of Baden-
Durlach : the Castle half in ruins from the
vench devastation of the country in 1689.
On stopping at an inn in a village, the busy
assemblage of peasants announced the
Kirch weihe, or commemoration of the con-
secration of the church —celebrated 1n the
Protestant German villages, like an English
wake, by dancing and rejoicings, frequently
kept 111; for two or three days and nights
without ceasing. An immense Maypole,
an invariable object in a German village,
on these occasions is crowned with ever-
greens and ribbands, round which the pea-
sants dance. The chief scenes of festivity,

however, are some of the cottages, and little
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254 JOURNEY TO STUTGARD.

inns, or beer-houses, where beer and wine
assert their joviality.

After several leagues of dreary seques-
tered road through a corn country, inter-
mixed with woods, we came to Pforzheim,
situated in a deep but mnot picturesque
valley.. The town, once considerable,
as the capital of the Princes of Pforz-
heim, ancestors of the Duke of Baden, 1s
dismal and deserted, — slightly enlivened
by a trade in watches and jewellery. We
dined at a shabby inn, where, as is often
the case, the cleanliness and neatness with
whichdinnerwas served were contrasted with
the smoky walls of the saloon, and darkness
and dirt of the house. A clean napkin
and silver forks were not forgotten. The
former 1s an invariable, and the latter a
common luxury in very humble inns. 1
have sometimes seen silver forks in com-
pany with pewter plates. In the inns, and
even 1n the houses of the upper classes;
they are rarely cleaned, because, as a lady
of rank explained it to a friend of mine,
rubbing makes them thinner and lighter!
the ostentatious solidity of plate being con-
sidered well purchased at the expense of

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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WIRTEMBERG.

cdeanliness. At a German dinner, even
at Court, where gold and silver gene-
rally abound, one knife and fork invariably
serves for the sweets, sours, and savouries
of the twenty or thirty dishes of which
most persons partake.

A good-looking young German sat by

me very intent on a novel of Augustus La
Fontaine, the Kotzebue of German no-
velists, both in popularity and prolificness.

His works occupy three or four of the most
thumbed pages in the catalogue of every
circulating library, and, with abundance of
German sentiment, have often a pleasing
and natural vein of teeling.

After driving through a dreary country,
now and then varied by a hill, covered
with thin withered-looking vineyards, we
entered the kingdom of Wirtemberg, an-
nounced by a handsome little pillar at the
frontier. On stopping at the next Chaussee
Geld (turnpike) house, we were surprised by
a demand from a cocked-hatted collector for
the sum of four florins, (near eight shillings,)
instead of a few kreutzers as usual ; but we
found that the payment of it was to exempt
us from all similar demands on the roads in
the kingdom, there being no turnpikes but

---------
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056 ENTRANCE EROM ONE STATE TO ANOTHER.

ot the frontier. The roads in Wirtemberg
are some of the best in Germany — some-
times little inferior to our own turnpike
roads.

The entrance from one little State to
another, though not marked by the strik-
ing differences 1n habits and manners
which you would observe on going out of
Germany Into a foreign country, is al-
ways, however, announced by some little
variations which strike the eye of the tra-
veller, and which sometimes give indi-
cations of the relative consequence of the
two lll'inn;:ipnlit:ifﬁs;. The uniform of the
postillions changes at the first Post, and the
schwager of the larger state 1s smarter and
better mounted than his brethren in the
smaller. In Baden they wear buff coats
turned up with red, and the whole equipage
is as much superior to those of Hesse, as
the red coats, long yellow mantles, and
clever horses of the Wirtemberg boys are
to those of Baden. The postillion has 2
large bugle horn slung over his shoulder,
which he often winds on entering a town
with great skill and harmony. When you
have four horses they ride one of the hinder
ones, and drive the leaders with a whip

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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whose crack is terrific, having no 1dea of
driving four from the seat. The coachman
of the young Duke of Anhalt-Cothen used
occasionally to attempt this, in a style that
made me tremble for His Highness’s neck,
and clearly manifested that Germany had
not yet attained to the valuable institution
of a Whip Club. Handsome mile-stones
now for the first time regularly marked the
stundes on the road. The royal arms at the
post-houses had something of the splen-

dour of English signs; and the names of

every 1.1{11‘%511 and bailliage were 111‘1!1“311 n
I'Eﬁpﬂf:tﬂhle German characters on hand-
some posts by the road side. = It was clear

we were now in the kingdom of Wir-

: . iy
temberg, the sixth power in the Serene

German Confederation.

Entzwethingen 1s the only place rqi any
consequence hetween Plorzheim and Stut-
sard. It is an old walled town on the River
)

---------

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

Entz, along the bank of which the road
runs for a short distance belore entering it.
The Castle standing on an abrupt little
mountain, piﬂnted with vineyards, just above

" the town and river, was once the residence of

two brother flowers of chivalry, concerning
S




BLB

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

258 A LANDLORD’S INQUISITIVENESS.

whom traditions are still extant in the
neighbourhood. While the postillion stop-
ped, according fo custom, to give his horses
some sour brown bread, a diet which 1s
said to have the happy effect of making
them hitzig, (fiery,) we took coffee in the mn.
The landlord, a formal sort of prig, attacked
us with the inquisitiveness which you se
often encounter in a German inn, where
the country, the route, and the views of a
traveller are frequently the only objeets
that rouse the phlegm of the host. As
I spoke bad German tolerably fluently,
the first question sometimes paid me the
compliment of taking me for a Westpha-
lian, where I conclude they speak nearly
equally ill. Our host, however, with more
discernment, began, * Mit erlaubniss. ste
sind kein geborne Deutscher?” ( With permis-

sion, you are no born Gcrmmaf] * Perhaps

sk k|

a Duichman? —a Frenchman?” — my an-
swering to which in a short monosyllable
gave him a moment’s pause; aiter which,
he ventured a diffident negative, ushered in
by a profusion of * forgivenesses” and * par-

i b

dons,  Memherr is 1o Swiss. My ora-

tification ot his curiosity as to mv country

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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naturallv drew it forth as to a hundred other

matters. * I beg pardon; you are in mourn-
ing. Perhaps for a parent 2—not 0 ?— or
a relation 2 With pardon, do you lodge at i
Stutgard at the King of Wirtemberg ¢ ory 14 i
perhaps, the Roman Emperor? A4 right |j
good house, - sumptuous table : — host @ ||Eﬂ

ﬁ

|

right reasonable man : — my good friend : ekl
-~ With forgiveness, if  you mention the |
Herr Miiller, at the Black Eagle, Wethin- Tt
gen, you will be -vell received.” With this ] il
sort of officious loquacity, accompanied by i

an abundance of formal bows, mine host

attended us to the caléche door, which he
. - » . 119

shut, pouring forth a volley of ¢ farewells,

“ prosperous journeys,” and. “ speedy ar=
rivals.” |

We arrived in the middle of the night at il
Stutgard, and found the much recommend- |

od host and household of the Roman Em- i
peror asleep; but a bed-room; with less | I l
than the modicum of comfort generally to g II
be found in that apartment i a German T
inn, ready for late armvers. B

The locale ‘of Stutgard 1s as dull and il

uninteresting as can well be imagined. I
saw no town in Germany where the streets,

g 2
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260 STUTGARD.

the buildings, the objects, without being
mean —and some of them, indeed, are
handsome — had so much of that uniform
mediocrity of character, which produces
ennut by dint of never interesting. One
long wide street, dignified since the
modern honours of the house of Wirtem-
berg by the title of Konigs-Strasse, (King-
Street,) traverses the town, from the gate
leading to Tubingen to the Ludwigsburg,
—now the King’s-Gate — a modern massy
portal —near which the Konigs-Strasse is
handsomely and regularly built. One side
1s occupled by some of the best houses in
otutgard, among which are the residences
of our Ambassador, and several of the
corps diplomatique ; and the other by
the splendid range of royal stables—a
building which 'an ignorant person might
often in Germany take for the Palace. The
town stands in a narrow hollow, hemmed
in on all sides by mountains of no great
height, and which would be infinitely more
picturesque if the sameness of their un-
varied vineyards was relieved by trees, and
other sorts of vegetation. TFor want of this
the mountains are dreary, and the vineyards

9
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far from cheerful. This situation of the
place exposes it to frequent rain and fogs,
and renders the picturesque scenery of the
neichbourhood by no means easily ac-
cessible.

In these little Residence-Towns—if the
metropolis of the kingdom of Wirtemberg,
with its 20,000 souls, will not be offended at
the title— all that is handsome or striking
is modern. The modern buildings gene-
rally bespeak the increased and growing
splendour of the Prince and his state and
you may accurately trace in the date and ap-
pearance of the architecture and embellish-
ments, their gradation from the old humble
regime of Margraves, Landgraves, and
Counts of the Empire, first to that of Elec-
tors, and then to the splendid independence
of Grand Dukes and Kings. The Princes
are evidently making the most of the leisure
— it cannot yet be said the wealth — pro-
cured by peace, to bring up arrears, and to
put things on a corresponding level with the
eminence they have gained by such rapid
strides. New churches, new stables, new
corps de garde, new streets, are building 1n
their capitals, which give to them a pushing,
s 3
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upstart, parvenu character, which, however
inferior to the mellowed respectability of
years, 1s the only one ol any interest they
have to present. ‘Antiquity is here far
too much connected with insignifieance to
offer any attractions. To trace a majestic
stream to its source among the rude and
grand features of nature, is an Interesting
occupation ; but no one cares to tollow a
rivulet back to a puddle. The decay of
grandeur has a melancholy but deep inte-
rest ; but all that is old, in these duodecimo
cﬂpitul:ﬁ, bears the stamp of a system more
petty than that which exists. Mean streets,
insignificant public buildings, without tradi-
tional interest, all remind one how much
less a personage the Count was a few cen-
turies ago than the king of to-day. This
absence of all historical interest, is one of
the circumstances, though not the most
sensibly felt by every person, which con-
tributes to the torpid want of interest of a
small (erman capital as a place of residence.
America has been said to be a country with-
out associations; and the little German
States are nearly in the same predicament—-
for they have none worth recurring to.

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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THE PALACE OF STUTGARD. 2G5

The palace at Stutgard is, upon the

whole, not unworthy of royalty — that 1s, of
the royalty of Wirtemberg—for in England,

if the building would bear a comparison
with some second-rate noblemen’s seats, it
1S certuiul}r some degrees behind the mas-
sive splendour of Blenheim or Arundel.
It stands just out ol the Konigs-Strasse,
screened behind a little grove of large trees
which block up the view of the building.
It is a modern, stone edifice, completed by
the late King, the front occupying three
the parapets decorated

sides of a square
with handsome statues, and the centre of

the roof surmounted by an enormous gilt
crown and cushion, which would make an

admirable sion for a flashy hotel by the
road-side. “ On est toujours fier de ce qu on
ne possede que depuis peu,” said a shrewd
German lady to me, in pointing to it ; and
her remark was justified by several of the
splendid audience-rooms, whose walls are
studded with this pompous decoration sux-
mounting the arms of the family.

The interior of the palace 1s unquestion-
ably splendid. — Ostentation and costliness
are visible in every chair, sofa, mirror, table,
s 4
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or time-piece. This ornament is all gold—
that solid silver — this cost so many thou-
sand florins — His late Majesty gave so
many more for that. There is scarcely
any thing more humble than rosewood,
satin, porcelain, and porphyry. This crowd
of luxury, often united with good taste,
which generally adorns rooms of very
moderate size, is chiefly owing to the mag-
nificence of his late Majesly, whose indis-
putable connoisseurship in matters of
royal pomp was rather unfortunate for
his subjects. Several of the rooms of the
palace are adorned with splendid tapestries,
ifrom the Gobelins at Paris, presents from
Napoleon to his royal and humble ally, the
late king — and among the rooms, pointed
out as remarkable, are those once: or
twice occupied by the fallen Emperor, the
Empress Maria Louisa, his Majesty of
Russia, the Duke of Cambridge, and other
distinguished characters, besides that in
which the king died in October, 1816.
With the exception of some cabinet plc-
tures of the Flemish school, one or two
statues by Canova and other artists, the
monuments of the fine arts are all of native

Baden-Wiirttemberg
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FINE ARTS. 2065

arowth — for in encouraging the artists of
his little kingdom, the late king showed
some true notions of royal 51}]endﬂur,whiﬂh,
if they had not been confined to mere deco-
ration and embellishment, would have led
him to extend his protection to commerce
as the best basis of magnificence, instead
of oppressing 1t from childish prejudices
against all that was not showy and glittering.
He sometimes came to the sensible resolu-
tion, not to have a merchant worth 100
florins a-year in his dominions.

Stutgard has been, for some years, a con-
siderable centre of the fine arts.— Danekker,
to whom it is scarcely a compliment to call
him the Canova of Germany, 1s a native
and resident of the place. The palace 1s
adorned by various exquisite little pieces,
chiefly from his chisel — and his rooms,
which I visited, contain many more. He

B
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had just finished a noble colossal head of
Schiller — a bust of the late king, who had
a striking physiognomy, with no slight re-
semblance to our revered sovereign — and
a small statue of Love, one of the softest

and most delicate morsels of sculpture |
over saw. The works of Danekker are
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2606 DANEKKER THE STATUARY.

| generally distinguished from Canova’s by a |
11 L] - B ] [ ]

1 less prominent infusion of the ideal —a ]
|'| | more close embodying of simple forms

of nature. This is managed with such ex-
| cellent taste and so nice a sense of grace
| and beauty, that it only renders them more
touching—more what every one can feel
and delight in—without giving them the
least approach to homeliness or want of
grace. He had no work at Stuteard
equal to his Ariadne, at Frankfort; but
genius of the same character was distin-
guishable in most of them—the same har-
monious grace of composition and deli-
cate execution, the same soit round con-
tours and tenderness of expression, the
same admirable blending of the poetry of
the art with touching truth of represent~
ation. The palace 1s also ornamented
with a variety ol pieces by the Messrs.
Court Painters, Hetsch and Seele, some
of them of unquestionable merit — elabo-
rately designed and highly finished —

but frequently cold in colouring, and man-
nered, and academical in character. They
are painters of considerable reputation in

BADISCHE i
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THE GARDENS. 267

Germanv, and were most liberally encou-

raged by the late king,

The gardens, at the back of the palace,

are extensive, and laid out partly in the
English and partly in the formal French
taste. Close to the little terrace on which
the palace stands is a large circular open-
ing, cut into parterres and gravel walks,
with a large piece of water in the middle
stocked with curious aquatic birds — rem-
nants of the zoological mania of the late
king. The palace looks across this area up

a long vista of road running through the
English garden to the Court farms, and the
village of Canstadt. The shrubberies, which
extend for some distance on each side of
this road, are intersected by pleasant ser-
pentine walks which do not disgrace the
title of the garden. 'The court farm and
buildings, and a large saloon for public
balls and amusements stand at the end of
the garden; and the road proceeds through
cheerful avenues of dwart rose trees to
Canstadt. There is a double carriage-road
and a foot-path on each side; and the
police, ever active in small matters, in the
small states, carefully prevent any one from




BADISCHE

BLB

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
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making an exit by the entering road, or vice
versd. Walking in the high-road is also as
much contrary to law as driving on the
foot-path; and I incurred a reprimand for
this misdemeanour from an old Swiss gen
d arme, who parades the gardens in official
dignity, with a huge cocked hat, worthy of
an old Croix de St. Louis.

Among the police regulations, posted
in the Inns, which are very strict as to
foreigners, passports, &c. &e. is one which
forbids smoking in the street, under pen-
alty of several florins and—¢ confiscation
of the pipe.” 'This harsh edict was pub-
lished by his late Majesty, who appears
to have been so un-German, as to resemble
our James I. in an antipathy to what
the latter used to call the « Stygian fumes.”
And the sensation the event created in
the Capital, at the time, may be imagined
from its being recorded in a chronology of
the town, where 1 found it among the visits
of foreign Princes and other remarkable
events. Another royal edict of his late
Majesty prohibited walking in the street at
night without a lanthorn — an anxiety for
the limbs of his subjects in which more

Baden-Wiirttemberg




vice
) as
the

for
oen
cial

7 of

ted
to
ich
en-
on
ub-
TS
ble
hat
28,
in
1ed
- of
31tS
ble
ate
, at

for

BADISCHE

BLB LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

THE ROYAL MENAGERIE. 269

gigantic sovereigns have been cruelly de-
ficient.

The wide walk, towards Canstadt, in the
English Garden, is the favourite promenade
of the beau monde of Stutgard, and almost
the only agreeable one within reach, with-
out climbing the hills. Adjoining the gar-
dens are the Royal Retreat, a neat littie
country-house, the Royal Bath, and the
buildings of the Royal Menagerie — now a
tenantless range of stalls, cages, basins, and
habitations carefully adapted to the charac-
ter and dimensions of its late motley 1n-
habitants. The royal favourites were, as
may be supposed, lodged with somewhat
more luxury than their plebeian relatives in
the Strand. They were also far more
numerous and curious. The collection was
one of the most precious in Europe. The
monkey tribe, who excited the especial
curiosity of the king, m ustered to the num-
ber of thirty or forty — scarcely any branch
of the amusing family being unrepresented

among them. There were generally two

or three elephants, Spanish and African
sheep, a Nil-Ghau and Conagga, besides the
more ordinary animals, small and great, in
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Q70 THE ROYAL MENAGERIE.

cage-fulls. The king used to visit his fa-
vourite subjects every day, and feed them
with his royal hand. 'The costs of these
playthings were almost incalculable, and
their' daily devourings of fresh meat,
hay, vegetables, &c. &c. were described to
me as exceeding imagination. The present
king lost no time in dismissing this un-
fitting troop of consumers, to earn their
living, as they ought to do, at the expence
of curiosity —and the step must have
afforded him some consolation, when
his ears were assailed, in the begimﬂng of
last year, by the groans of his subjects
perishing for want. The distresses occas
sioned by the failure of the crops were oe-
nerally severe in this part of Germany; but
in Wirtemberg they were felt with extraor-
dinary cruelty.— Every necessary of life was
at treble the ordinary price, and persons of
affluence could sometimes scarcely, pro-
cure them for money. Turkey-corn,
which is grown in quantities, for the
use of poultry and animals, became the
common, but scanty food of the pooT 3
and in the Black Forest many died from
famine or diseases brought on by a diet

Baden-Wiirttemberg




L=
1elr
nce
ave
1en

the

BADISCHE

BLB LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
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made of the bark of trees, roots, and
other nauseous vegetables. The king was
compelled to declare, every Commune re-
sponsible for the death occasioned by starv-
ation of any of its inhabitants. The crops
of the present year have been abundant and
successful ; and the first load of corn which
entered Stutgard was decorated with flow-
ers, and attended with ceremonials and re-
joicings, now represented in prints 1n the
shop windows.

The palace of Stutgard has all the other
usual appendages to the residence of a Ger-
man Sovereion. The Theatre, with the
ordinary performances on Sunday, and
twice in the week, is a handsome building,
terminating one of the wings of the palace,
with which the royal box communicates,
The King and Queen walk in and amuse
themselves unattended, and without any of
the state and parade used at the Court of
Hesse, and common in the smaller Courts.
Their presence 1s consequently less of a
aenc on the company, and people laugh
and admire a little more at ease.

There are two royal libraries at Stutgard,

one containing above 150,000 volumes, ill-
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. 72 THE ROYAL LIBRARIES.
‘ arranged, in a large dirty building in the
market-place. The greatest curiosity here
1' is the collection of Bibles in all languages,
] the most complete existing. They are
| about 3000 1in number, besides 6 or 7000
volumes of commentaries and scriptural
works. The Bibles came in part from
collections at Copenhagen and Nurem-
| berg. The King’s private collection, or
‘ as i1t 1s called, the Leib Bibliothek, (the
Body Library,) is in one of the wings of
the Palace, and possesses nearly half the
number of volumes, arranged with care,
and continually increased by the addition
of all celebrated modern works. I found
many KEnglish volumes, particularly our
large splendid publications connected with
the fine arts.
Just by 1s the Leib Stall, or Body Stables,
a distinct establishment from the Marstall,
or Court Stables. The latter contain the
horses in the general use of the Royal family,
and officers of the Court, of which I counted
about 200. The Body Stables are merely
for the horses used by the Sovereign’s own
august person and those of his equerries—
these were about 100. Horses are the

BADISCHE .
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GERMAN HORSEMANSHIP.

ruling passion, and almost the only luxu-
rious expense of the present King, His
Majesty sometimes mounts a dozen m a
day, and the ceremonies of lunging, dress-
ing, and rough-riding are continually going
on near the palace. Horse-breaking and
riding are made much more of sciences 1n
Germany than with us. Every one who
mounts a horse thinks it necessary to ride
like a dragoon ; and his horse must be as
supple and as dextrous as if he was to ma-
neeuvre in the ranks. The young bucks
learn to ride in the Prince’s manege,
and not to hold yourself in all paces as
square and erect as 1If you were armed

cap-a-pie for a charge, is the height of un-

horsemanlike ignorance. I have seen His
Excellency the Prince’s Equerry, by dint
of whip and spur, making a poor foaming

animal repeat a pretty sidle, which he did

not perform quite correctly, for hall an

hour together. Kvery bourgeois long-tail-
ed nag, too, is caparisoned a@ la militaire,
and ambles and cuts capriolets under his
stately master like the palfrey of a field-
officer. German horses are hard dull ani-
mals, capable of much work, and not to be

Il'l
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274 GERMAN HORSES.

spoiled by this discipline: but it 1s found
lost labour when tried on English ones,

which are much in request, and rastly su-

]u:-:rlm' i spirit and Hl'mpe to the natives.
The Mecklenburgh horses are the best In

Germany, most resembling ours.
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