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CROSS THE RHINE . — - CASSEL .

LETTER II .

W crossed the Rhine by the fine bridge
of boats from Mayence to Cassel , à small

but fortified place , where neat new houses

are starting from the black ruins of the last

bombardment . The Rhine has here a

majestic appearance : it is at least half a

mile broad , and its stately bed lies before

the eye for a considerable reach each Way .
Opposite Mayence , the Main unites its

tranquil stream , which any where but by
the side of the Rhine would be a noble river .
Both sides of the Rhine are now once more

German ; but it is not till you have passed
the river that you begin to feel yourself
fairly in Germany . As far as Mayence ,
franes and Napoleons are morèe in eireu -
lation than the German money ; but the

toll is demanded on the opposite side in

lereulzers , a little coin , sixty of which make

à florin . At Mayence you find French
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cafés , French restaurateurs , and are pes -

tered with the little blackguard commis -

Saires WOSe manifold resources of activity

Seem exclusively of French growth . Every

body at Mayence speaks French , bad or

good ; at Cassel , only here and there an

individual ; and after passing the Main at

Kostheim , you would be puzaled to find

one in a hundred who could answer the

simplest question .
It is dificult to describe the change of

character which many features of the scene

present on arriving on the right bank .

Vou appear in another world , as you touch

the commencement of the sandy plains

which seem to assure you , you are really in

Germany . The boat in which you pass the

Main on the road to Darmstadt , affords

specimens of that stillness and slowness

with which every thing here is transacted .

One quarter of an hour is Ooccupied in

expectation of its arrival from the opposite

side ; another in passing a river about half

as wide and rapid as the Thames at Windsor .

Vour postilion drives in . Vou are punted

across by three or four heavy boatmen ,

without the exchange of a Sylable. The
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fare is fixed no more is demanded ; you

pay it , and receive neither thanks nor

murmurs . The postilion cracks his whip ;
his horses blunder their own Way out ;
while he draws forth the fungus and flint ,
with which a German pocket is always sup-
plied , and lights his pipe to beguile the

seven leagues journey , through a sea of

sand to Darmstadt . The country , in spite
of its soil , is cultivated and moderately
fertile , rich in orchards , the roads lined
with luxuriant fruit - trees . The peasants
were at plough in their quaint cocked

hats and blue Jerkins , and the women quite
as industriously employed without the

same advantage of shoes and stockings —
luxuries with which the German house -

wives dispense in summer , though neat in

their appearance , and with few symptoms
of poverty . We were now again in the

Grand Duchy of Hesse , announced by the

Hessian Lion on the posts of the Cdussée
Geld ( Turnpike ) houses , having entered

the Duchy of Nassau at Cassel , and quitted
it on passing the Main , the boundary be -

tween the two Principalities . About two

leagues from Darmstadt , we enteéered à

10



A GERMAN RESIDENCE - TOWN . 15

noble forest of firs , which continues nearly

5 to the town . A wide straight avenue leads

5
for a league through the forest to this

handsome little capital . The main street ,

5 three - quarters of a mile long , and hand -

1 .
somely built , is a continuation of the avenue ,

8 the Jagadle of the Grand Duke ' s Castle,
1

finishing handsomely the long stately vista .

The town is pleasantly situated on the great

5 high road from Frankfort to Basle , in a flat

country , relieved by the view of the Berg -
strasse mountains at a few leagues ' distance .

The handsome white buildings , the neat

lodges of the conps - de - garde , the avenues ,

the noble Exercise Place , the well - ap⸗

pointed troops , announce the importance
8

of the residence of a little court . The

metropolis of a little sovereign of Ger -

many , which is generally much less than

an English provincial town , has a curious

mixture of splendour and insignificance ,
a sort of miniature elegance which is per -

fectly novel to an Englishman . There is

nothing in England that resembles them .

Our cities are more antique , handsome , and

gloomy , our little towns more mean and

vulgar a neat watering place , with its re -
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gular buildings , its absence of the bustle of

trade , and its quĩet gentility , will perhaps
best bear a comparison . The resemblance

may be pushed to the inhabitants , in one

single particular — a sort of straitened ele -

gance and economical show in the manner

of life , which you generally find among per -

sons of better family than fortune . The town

of Darmstadt has increased rapidly with its

Master ' s consequence . The Capital of

the old Landgraviate of Hesse was a col -

lection of shabby streets at the back of the

Palace , as old - fashioned and insignificant as

the title and territory , now forming a dirty

Fauahoug to the smart modern town which

has grown up since the territory has been

doubled , and the humble Landgraviate has

started into a Grand Duchy . The little

Capital has thus like its greater prototypes
its Court End and its City . The Palace , a

remnant of the humble Landgraviate , has

only the merit of being a little more

respectable than that of St . James ' s . If it

had been completed on the plan in which

two sides were finished by tbe Grand

Duke ' s grandfather eighty years ago ,

and the magnificence of which excited a

satirical remark of the Emperor Joseph , it
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would have been commodious and splendid ;

but Bellona found other employment for

the Landgrave ' s revenues , and the Court at

present reside in a part of the dark , dirty ,

ancient building without much splendour

or comfort , while the fragment of the new

Palace is appropriated to the Court Library ,

the Museums , &c . and forms a showy face

to the old one .

Hospitality is a praise eminently due to a

German Court ; and this is no contemptible

one , considering that it is costly , and their re -

venues areby nomeans enormous . The Court

Entertainments at Darmstadt are principally
dinners , towhich invitations are issued pretty

lavisbly ; Sunday , being a grand day , when

the table is more than ordinarily crowded

and splendid . The guests assemble at the old

fashioned hour of two o' clock , in the large

receiving Saloons of the Palace . The Grand

Duchess enters , and aſter half an hour oc -

cupied by her progress around the cirele ,

strewing politenesses as she goes , the ex -

change of affectionate kisses of greeting ,

between the members of the Reigning Fa -

mily , and of civil speeches between the com -

pany , the party file off , arm in arm , with
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much ceremony to the large dreary dinner Sa -

loon , where they take their seats in thè order

of the procession , the Grand Duchess and

Court occupyingthe centre of the table . The

system of a German Dinner , the same at

Court , and at the Table d ' hetè of an Inn —

bating the additional plate and delicacies

of the former - would have hit the taste of

Justice Greedy , as admirably contrived for

the undisturbed dispatch of the business of

a meal . On sitting down you find the table

well covered with dishes — there , merely
to afford the eye a preliminary feast ; an

instant transports them to the side - board ,
from whence they are handed , one after

another , ready carved to the company .
In this way the knife and fork are kept ,
less in constant play than constant work , witli -

out awKward interruptions of politeness , by
a succession of from fifteen tofiv e- and - twenty
dishes ; heginning with invariable soup and

bouilli , continued by sour ragouts , made

dishes , creams , pastry , &c . summed up
by the substantial roast meèat . Every lady
and gentleman have their decanter of light
Rhenish or Burgundy before them , which

they drink without ceremony ; and the more
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precious wines are handed round in the

coursèe of dinner . An attractive neighbour is

thus the only possible diversion from the

businèess in hand , which can happen at a Ger -

man table . The Germans , in fact , dine like

people who do not brèeakfast La meal much

out of use with them , and which rarely ex -

tends beyond a light milk roll and a cup of

Coffee . The desert is the conclusion of the

dinner not a systematic recommencement

— it is s0oon dispatched , and the company

rise for the men have no politics to talk ;

and they prefer coffee , lĩqueurs , and the com -

pany of their ladiesto toasting them in bump -

ers in their absence . The German Cookery

is seldom aν ννiune , like the English nor

delicately sophisticated , like the French ;

but it is strong , and savoury —full of acids

and olios and , upon the whole , somewhat

calculated for stout stomachs , and not the

most delicate palates .
The Grand Duke of Hesse , now an old

man , is prevented by an infirmity in his

leg from taking a part in the amusements

of his Court . Lwas , however , presented to

him , and found his conversation , which he

turned on the distresses of his subjects and

those of neighbouring countries , owing to

G2



20 GRAND DUKE OF HESSE .

the failure of the crops of 1816 , rational

and sensible . He is pretty generally be -

loved by his subjects ; though here , as in

greater States , a dissatisfied opposition look

for the remedying of every defect to the

golden accession of the Hereditary Prince .

On some occasions , the Grand Duke has

displayed much firmness of character .

Unlike others , he has always refused

promises of constitutions te his subjects ,
referring them to the decisions and ar -

rangements of the Diet . In times of

scarcity he has been firm in preventing
monopolies and exportations of grain ; he

resisted the alliance with France as long as

it was possible , and has often thrown off

the habitual indolence of his character

where emergencies have called for energy .
In general , however , the good old Prince

is too easily governed , too ready to let

other matters take their chance , provided
his orchestra play in tune , and his fa -

vourite songstress does not sing false .

These grievances he does his best to ob -

viate by a personal attendance at rehearsals ,
where he presides with the bäton of Leader

of the band , beating time with an energy
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which he rarely displays about other mat -

ters . An inharmonious scrape at the

Opera is sure to be detected by His Royal

Highness ' s critical ear , and the unhappy son

of Orpheus never escapes a reprimand from

his Sovereign behind the scenes after the

Act .

Under this active superintendance of a

patron and professor in the same high in -

dividual , the Opera of Darmstadt has risen

to high celebrity ; and though a club of

gentlemen make but bad theatrical Ma -

nagers in London , the Grand Duke of

Hesse is one of thie best in Germany . The

Theatre is small , and by no means hand -

some ; a Decree for a new and more splendid
one has just passed the sign manual , to the

joy of all but the peasants , who will pay

without admiring . The doors of the Gyande

Salle - where files of Grenadiers and Cour -

tiers wait to honour their Sovereign and his

family with a salute as they pass open into

the beautiful English Garden , which , in

the long summer Evenings affords a cool

promenade to the fashionable world in the

intervals between the Acts . The musical

performances are exquisitely tasteful and

0 Q3
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well managed . The premiere chianteusè is

a pretty , interesting , woman , with a clear

voice , of animating sbrillness , which she

wields with a voluble ease , and accompa -

nies by an air of hilarity and sentiment ,

which would gain her admirers in a more

extended sphere : it would be difficult to

find a more scientific one . The Grand

Duke , the Court , and the town , are just

now rejoicing in the acquisition of Wild

from Berlin , one of the first singers in Ger -

many , wWhose salary is to be at least equal
to that of a General Officer , and only ex -

ceeded by that of three or four of the first

Dignitaries of the Court . The accessories of

the little Theatre are admirable ; the scenery

sometimes little inferior , on aà small scale , in

taste , good keeping , and splendid execution ,

to that of Covent Garden . It is principally
the work of Schönberger , one of the first

Landscape Painters in Germany , the hus -

band of Madame Marconi the singer . His

scenes are better than his pictures ; though
the last display some genius principally in

exhibiting the varied effects of sunlight

upon scenery . The Germans call him their
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Claude , with not half the reason that Tur -

ner has been styled the English one . The

merchants of Frankfort , and the courtiers

of Darmstadt , who agree about as cordially

as vulgar solidity and aristocratic elegance

generally do , mutually boast the pre - emi-
nenice of their respective orchestras . The

judgment of impartial crities appears to be,

that the performers at Darmstadt are more

equal , more judiciously assorted , like the

hounds of Theseus ,

Match ' d in mouth like bells each under each : ꝰ

but that the Orchestra of Frankfort con -

tains several musicians of greater genius .

In the mean time , the Barons and the Bro -

kers mutually sneer at each other ' s con -

noisseursſiip ; and “ Who shall decide when

doctors disagree ?“
The Grand Duchess of Hesse , who has

long survived the bloom of female charms ,

has been one of the most celebrated beau -

ties ol Germany . The pictures of her in

her youth are exquisitely handsome ; and

her person has still some remains of grace .

Her manners are affable and gay ; she

3
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has niore natural vivacity than cultivation of

mind . She is mistress in an eminent degree
of all the amiable politenesses which ac -

quire popularity in Court Circles , and adds

to them a friendliness of disposition which

gains her much affection .

Jrejoiced to have an opportunity of be -

coming acquainted , at Darmstadt , with one

of the most distinguished women , and the

wife of the most popular Prince of Ger -

manythe Grand Duchess of Saxe Wei⸗-
mar . She is the sister of the Grand

Duke of Hesse , the friend and patron of

Schiller , Wieland , Goéthe , and Herder ,

and the ornament of the only Court in

which literature has flourished in Germany .

Though one of the smallest of the German

States , the character of the Prince and

Princess , and of the enlightened men whom

they have assembled around them , have

spread the name of Weimar throughout .

Europe ; a literary Court being no slight phe -
nomenon in a country where the Courts are

generally the antipodes of cultivation and in -

tellectual graces . The Grand Duchess 0of

Weimar has , however , displayed qualities
which rank her much above a mere savnunte .
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f Owing to her undaunteéd influence , the

8 Grand Duke was prevented from joining

. Buonaparte , in despair of the utility of

8
any other conduct . After the battle of

h Jena had decided the fate of the North of

Germany , when the Grand Duke was still

— absent with his army , the Duchess re -

2 mained in Weimar . On the approach of

8 the French , headed by Buonaparte , the

poor deserted women , and inhabitants of

— the town flocked to the Castle for safety .

d The gates were opened to them , and the

f Grand Duchess sheltered and protected

, them with the kindness of a mother . On

n Napoleon ' s entry , he summoned Her Royal

— Highness to abandon the Castle and attend

n him . She refused ; and an order for the

d pillage of the palace and town was instantly

n issued . The Duchess remained firm ; de -

e termined , if possible , to avert this fate from

t . her Capital . She succeeded her dignified

— firmness at last induced the Emperor to wait

e on her in person . The interview between

— Napoleon and the Grand Duchess might

f have afforded a subject for the Historical

8 Painter . Her noble deportment and reason -

ings wrought upon the Conqueror , and he
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withdrew his cruel order . The Grand Du -

chess underwent every hardship for the ac -

complishment of her purpose ; remaining
shut up in the castle with her helpless sub -

jects several days , almost without the bare

necessaries of life . A triumph like this , of

the pure power of character , over animosity ,
backed by physical force , is one of those rare

examples which sometimes occur to tinge
history with a tone of romance .

When Iwas presented to this excellent

woman I öfelt a pre - disposition to respect
her , which the old - fashioned dignity of

her appearance , her sensible countenance ,

and the almost quaker - like simplicity of

her dress by no means diminisbhed . The

Grand Duchess , now about sixty , has no

vestiges of beauty but her face bears the

stamp of a character , decided , fixed , and

perhaps somewhat severe —an expression
which relaxes , in conversation , into a cheer -

fulness , tlie result at once of good hu -

mour and simplicity . Her conversation

is rational rather than gay ; and she ap -

pears not to possess much of what is called

the aimabilitè of society : but there is

shrewd sense in what she says , and plain
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GRAND DUCHESS OF SAXE WEIMAR . 27

sincerity in her manner , quite of a- piece

with her almost rustic neatness of attire ,

and her erect dignity of deportment . She

talked to me of English literature , with

Which she has considerable acquaintance ,

having formerly cultivated it with industry .

On my mentioning that Lhad learned Ger -

man , in London , of a Saxon , she enquired

particularly for his name , &c . as if the title

of a compatriot interested her , and the

good old lady fell , as if involuntarily ,

into conversation in her own language ,

with a volubility that obliged me to con -

fess , in French , my inability to keep pace

with her . Surrounded by ladies , who had

all the flaunty air of a modern Court , the

Grand Duchess of Weimar had something

of the character of a simple and respectable

Bourgeoisc . With her Plain , high , mob - cap ,

brought down under her chin , her white hand -

kerchief folded across her bosom , and her

respectable slate - coloured silk gown , she

would have formed a subject for Hans

Holbein . In her conversation , however ,

you not only found the easy Self-Possession
of rank , but the dignity of intellect , and an

upright plainness of manner , which fastidi -
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ous Courtiers called rusticity , but which to

mèe was interesting for its harmony with the

sterling qualities which have gained her

the veneration of Germany .
In the suite of the Princess J found a

sensible and graceful woman , the Countess

„ with whom my neighbourship at

the ceremony of a German dinner , gave

me an opportunity of some pleasant con -

versation . Her friend , Goëthe , the idol of

German reéeaders , on whom our northern

critics expended so much gall , was naturally
brought on the tupis . The poetical Baron ,

to the no small concern of the German con -

noisseuns , has just retired from the direction

of the Court Theatre at Weimar , which

his taste had raised to one of the most dis -

tinguished in Germany . Amongst various

reports on the subject , some aseribed the

event to the bard ' s pertinacious good
taste , which had opposed itself to the per -

formance of a quadruped performer who had

inspired the Grand Duke with a strong

curiosity to see him . This is not precisely
the fact - though it is true that a clever

canine Roscius , like those we have been

treated with in London , who could carry à
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lanthorn or knock at a door , was the cause

of a misunderstanding between the poet
and his master and friend . Funtœne ani -

mis ccelestibus ind ? “ ' But Goöthe ' s years
and declining health were the immediate

causes of his quitting his theatrical du -

ties ; the dog was only a gravumen , which

hastened his resignation . His peace
is now made with the Court , where

he dined the day before the departure of

the Grand Duchess . The Countess , though
a friend of the Bard , and a member of the

literary Coterie at Weimar , appeared to

me by no means his unqualified admirer .

The caustic comments of our Edinburgh
Reviewers have been translated into the

German Journals , particularly into one at

Weimar , the Editor of which owed the

great Poet a grudge *; which , from all ac -

counts , he could not have hit upon a more

efficacious mode of paying with interest ,
Goöthe ' s character is one of consummate

vanity , and replete with littleness . The

I ésince understand that thie aggrieved Bard has

taken a dignified revenge in publishing a translation of

the critical enactments against him , with the simple
comment, “ Thiis the Englisſi call criticism l
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critie found the clue to many a deep recess

of the poet ' s psychological structure ; touch -

ing all his sores with his bitter applications ;
and the poor bard has smarted not a little

under this adroit discipline . He is not ,

however , quite so generally pitied or defend -

ed as Lexpected ; for Goëthe , idolized as he

is in Germany , is by no means the objeet of

the universal love inspired by Schiller .

People speak of the latter with aà fondness

and respect as much inspired by his cha -

racter as his talents . He was a good man ,

3 good German simple as a child with

a noble and high - minded nature . Goëthe i8

the idol of a circle ; but there is not a Ger -

man , high or low , who did not love Schiller :

50 strong is the fascination of simplicity of

character , united with the power of genius .
had the satisfaction of seeing more of

the Grand Duchess of Weimar at a little

fete and ball , with which her illustrious

hosts entertained her , at an Orangerie

of the Grand Duke , a mile from Darm -

stadt . This may be taken as a fair speci -

men of thèe summer amusements with which

the little Princes vary the eternal ennui

of daily state dinners . Those who witness

6
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GARDENS AND BALL AT BESSUNCGEN . 381

the long journeys through sandy roads , to

dine inconveniently at some old hunting
Chateau , whose long corridors , lined with

stags ' horns , echo to the rarity of human

footsteps , and where the Prince meets his

ancestors , the old Landgraves or Margraves ,
on the walls , in all the state of bags , ruffles ,

and cobwebs , may conceive the full force of

the motive which actuates these journeys
after pleasure . The Gardens of Bessungen
are small , and rather prettily laid out , with

a summer - house in the middle , in which the

Court dined ; and a handsome Orangery , to

which the evening assembly , intended for a

Fete champẽtre in the gardens , was obliged ,
by unpropitious weather , to be adjourned .
The Court had dined at the usual primitive
hour ; and the Evening visitors , who , by a

pleasant abatement of state , were permitted
to appear without swords or trains , were

assembled by five Oo' clock . The Orangery ,
a lofty spacious building , in a garden laid

out in the French taste , was decorated with

ranges of orange trees and festoons of

flowers on the spur of the occasion . When

the company was assembled , the court ar -

rived from the little Summer - House , where
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they had dined ; the Grand Duchess en -

tering arm in arm with her illustrious Sister

from Weimar , surrounded by the official

ladies and gentlemen of their suites . The

two Princesses then made the tour of the

circle , in the ordinary style , commencing

with the ladies , among whom youth and

virginity often gives the privilege of a conde -

scending kiss , While the matrons are only ho -

noured by a few words of passing politeness .
When the two Grand Duchesses had

finished their arduous progress , and were

seated side by side on chairs prepared for

them at the upper end of the hall , Tea ,

Coffee , and substantial cakes were handed

about in abundance . A favourite Walta ,

struck up by a military band among the

Orange trees at the lower end , afforded a

signal for dancing , to wWhich German beaux

are never remiss in attending . After the

initiatory Polonaise — a promenade , rather

than à dance , in which the dowagers join,
Who haveè bid adieu to livelier exertions

waltzing commenced . In an instant the

beaux were at their posts , encireling

their fair partners “ waists , headed by the

lüttle Duke of Anbalt Cöthen , an amiable

12³
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BALL AT BESSUNGEN . 8

voung Sovereign of fifteen , a grandson of

the Grand Duchess of Hesse , who already

shows proficiency in the first accomplish -
ment of the German Prince and peasant .

The ladies , all partaking this national

passion , readily Overlooked the inconve -

nience of a paved floor , which required
toes unplagued with corns to be at all sup -

portablèe ; and the boots and spurs of the

Officers in full uniform were no impediment
to grace or agility .

A pretty girl , waltzing with great gaiety ,

wWas dressed in becoming black , with an

orange - coloured cordon slung gracefully
across her breast . It was a young Chunoinesse ,

in the costumè of the Couvent des Dames

Nobles at Francfort , one of the very few of

those establishments still existing . Pro -

téestant and Catholic noble ladies are here

alike admitted ; and enjoy , besides a yearly
allowance of some hundred florins , board ,

lodging , and equipages , under the superin -
tendance of an abbess . They are subject to

none of the strict regulations of a religious
order . They leave the convent when they

like ; sometimes are suffered to retain

their pensions when married ; sometimes

D
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to sell their situations . These institutions ,

which formerly abounded in Germany , have

been , with fewexceptions , pillaged of their

funds , and abolished , in late years , to the

great disadvantage of the poor and haughty
noblesse .

In the intervals of the rotatory pleasures ,
which the parties engaged never allow to be

very long , we were regaled with fruit -

cakes , punch , lemonade , Valt schale , or

wine soup , and sour milk . These two last

drinkables are very common in summer ,

particularly on rural occasions . Kalt schule ,

or a cold bowl , is a pleasant composition
of wine , lemon , currants , &c . served up in

soup plates . Sour milk bears an honest name ,

and is neither more nor less than milk put
into a jar in a cellar till it becomes sour and

curdy ; a curious process , similar to that

which produces sour krout . This cele -

brated dish is nothing more than finely
sliced cabbage , pressed down in jars , sprin -
kled with salt and kept till fermentation

gives it that putrid acidity so congenial to

the German palate . The evening at Bes -

sungen was gay and agreeable , in spite of

the wretchedness of the weather , and the
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BALL AT BESSUNGEN . 35

coldness of the scene of action . There

was less of ceremony than on the generality
of Court entertainmients . The Princesses ,

as usual , affable and conversable , were less

intrenched within the barriers of etiquette
than in the Saloon of the Palace ; and the

opportunity which Ithus acquired for a fur -

ther acquaintance with the Grand Duchess

of Weimar was my principal resource during

the evening ; not having , at that time , ac -

quired the art of whirling like a top , with -

out being , like a top , in danger of losing

the perpendicular when the motion ceased .

Dancing was concluded by a Cotillon , at

the end of which the old fashioned hour

of nine gave the signal for the Court ' s de -

parture to supper . The heavy carriages

appeared at the glass door , into one 0of

which , more than ordinarily gilt , and drawn

byba pair of prancing cream coloured

horses , the two Grand Duchesses stepped ,
after a profusion of bows , in return for the

low obeisances of the assembly . The little

Princes , and their cousin thè young Duke ,

with the ladies and officers of the Court ,

followed in the substantial old coaches ,

with long tailed black horses , and the rest

D 2
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of the company filed off as their carriages
drove up , with less delay and damage than

sometimes occur at àa London vout .

A few days after , Lwas present , or — as
a Frenchman says when he but sits in the

gallery of the Chamber of Deputies to

listen to the speeches ILdssisted - at another

rural entertainment , given by a pretty Lady
of Honour of the Grand Duchess of Hesse ,

in the Bosquet , or public English Garden ,

one of the principal ornaments and re -

sources of the elegant little Capital . Half

the towns of consequence , in Germany ,
have something dignified with the appella -
tion of an English garden often , a little

plot of ground , crammed with grotesque

seats , rustic bridges over tortuous canals ,

and ruins and hermitages half hid in tufts

of shrubs , to surprise the wanderer in a

path meandering like a corkscrew . There

are , however , imitations of more taste and

resemblance of this number is the garden
in question , which covers forty acres of

pleasing shrubbery and lawn . In a retired

thicket , is the simple little urn in me -

mory of the Landgravine , mother of the
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— present Grand Duke , with Frederic the

Great ' s complimentary inscription :

66 SEXU FEMINA INCENIO VIR. “ “
as

1 A large piece of water , which moderate

to giandiloquence might term a lake , with an

Lr island planted with luxuriant weeping wil⸗

1 lows , ornaments the gardens , and afforded

E5 the merry part of our party the juvenile
n , amusement of aquatic excursions between

2 - the island and the main land ; a diversion

f which deligbted the little Princes . A poni

V volant , sliding on ropes , gave a securer

5 passage to the steadier beaux and belles ,

le and did not fail to elicit all the nautical

18 jokes and similes which the Court beaux , who

8 , generally sparkle more in stars than in wit ,

ts could muster . The little Princes , rocking
a their crazy bark , set up a ery of shipwreck .

e The ladies screamed , and an interesting
d. scene of laughing , scuffling , handing , splash -
n ing , and practical joking ensued , fortunately
0f terminated by the safe landing of each

d ruffled belle under the auspices of her fa -

— vourite beau .

E After these lively out of door amuse -

ments we retired to a large summer - house ,

D 3
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interestingly rural rather than elegant , where

cards and refreshments awaitéd us . Whist ,

Boston, and Zwingen , the last resembling loo ,

are the games most in vogue . The time was

thus whiled away in good - humoured mirth ,

with the chance of losing a fortune of Nνui

zers , till nine o' clock , when half the party ,
called by official duties , as usual , took their

hats and shawis to be in time for the Court

supper . The absence of Royalty - perhaps
Sovereignty is the more correct expression
from this entertainment , added to its ease

and unrestrained enjoyment : an enjoyment ,
not of the most lively cast to any one accus -

tomed to society , in its more active haunts

its cordial

Privacy . Here it presents all the disad -

vantages of the pelit grand mondè Wit is

ceremonious and heartless , without being

gay or busy —and contracted and provin -

or in Fhat , is preferable

cial , without the charm of retirement or

friendly rèlations . These defects are , how -

ever , much counterbalanced by the good -
nature and h0nhꝭ- ͥ- mi,ẽ,j of theé Germans ,

which to strangers is very prepossessing ;
and , as , at present , the average activity of

character does not aspire beyond such en -
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joyments , every one has an air of con -

tent and unsuspecting happiness : —“ Where

ignorance is bliss , ' tis folly to be wise . “

A fair friend of mine used to Seed many

a soft tear for these pleasures whenever she

found berself at her husband ' s beautiful

country Seat .
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