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TO THE RHINE.
EXCURSION

OF THE MOUNTAINS OFFROM COBLENTZ TO THE
TAUNUS.

BATHS

Trars chain of mountains which, was called in the
middle ages Hayrich, Haynreich , or Hoheriick, and
part of which, situated in the Wetterau, still hears the
name of Hohe , is formed of three branches that touch
the banks of the Rhine, the Maine, and the Lahn. It
commences on this side of Homburg wor der Hohe,
four leagues from Frankfort, where the highest moun¬
tains, the Feldberg, and the Altking are situated;
thence it descends towards Wiesbaden , after being in¬

terrupted near Hochheim; afterwards passes on the
side of Schlangenbad , and terminates near Ehrenbreit¬
stein. In the interior of these mountains are iron, lead,
copper, and silver mines. The latter likewise contain
arsenic and sulphur. All the mines, as well as the
springs of mineral water in these mountains, run from
east to west.

The Romans obtained silver from these mountains,
every part of which bears traces of these ancient con¬
querors of the world. Amongst others, are the remains
of several paved high roads, and of an ancient palisa¬
ded ditch. Near Homburg may be distinctly seen the
vestiges ofthe paved road, which extended from the castle
of Saarbourg, an ancient fort of the Romans, as far as
Hddernheim , where there was formerly an intrenched
camp of Trajan, passing through Dornholzhausen,
Oberursel and Niederursel. In the environs of these
roads have been discovered, at various times, urns
(such as are usually found in tombs) and stones, on
which were inscribed the names of the officers who su¬
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perintended the construction of these roads. In 1823,
an old alter was discovered in the main street of Ha¬
dernheim. It is of the time of Alexander Severus, andbore an inscription to that purport.The ditch commonly called Pfahlrain, commencesnear Braubach, and extends as. far as Butzbach and
Hungen , as well as to the banks ofthe Ohm, in Hesse.Traces of it may be seen at Schwalbach and Wiesba¬
den, on the declivity of the mountain of Feldberg ,and throughout the Taunus. This military line consistedofa deep ditch, bordered by a palisaded parapet, si¬milar to many others which the Romans made in seve¬ral parts of Germany.

Roman tombs, sarcophagi, vases, medals, andother antiquities, have been found at various times,both on the mountain itself. as well as in places on thebanks of the Rhine, such as Biberich, ete. The great¬est number of tombs, however, have been discoveredat a short distance from Wiesbaden , near the conventof Clarenthal, and in the vicinity of the Pheasant
Walk; others have been found in the fields borderingthe road which, in former times, led to Bleidenstadt .and towards Dotzheim.

The mountains of Taunus are as interesting to those
who employ themselves in historical research, as toothers who delight in contemplating picturesque sce¬
nery, and the extraordinary wonders of nature. Fromthese mountains , about twenty baths, which exist inthe environs of the Rhine

»
the Lahn, and the Maine,are supplied with mineral water. Every body has heardof the baths of Wiesbaden, Ems, Schlangenbad , and

Soden, and of the mineral waters of Schwalheim,
Weilbach, Schwalbach , Ems, Geilnau, Fachingen ,and Selters, which are drunk in almos every country
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in Europe. The springs of salt water at Nauenheim ,
Nidda , Homburg , Kronberg , and Soden , are likewise
derived from the interior of these mountains. Amidst

charming landscapes appear the ruins of the ancient cast¬

les of Friedberg, Kransberg, Homburg, Falkenstein, Ko¬

nigstein , Reifenberg , Hatistein, Eppstein , and Son¬

nenberg.
At Thal Ehrenbreitsiein the traveller commences

his route. A road passing over the mountain where
Arzstein is situated, leads to Ems, which is about two
hours’ journey. There is another and more pleasant
road , but a league and a half longer, which follows
the banks of the Lahn, passing by Lahnstein.

Eus, the Embasis , or Amasia of the ancients , like¬

wise called Hembesse , is one of the most ancient baths
in Germany. It is situated in a narrow valley on the
Lahn, and does not contain more than 70 houses. Close

to it is a group of rocks called Beederley, on the top
of which are the grottoes of Haselman. Ems has two

springs , the waters of which are drank, and several
others for bathing. Their temperature varies from
{70 to 37° of Réaumur.

The particles of which this water is principally com¬

posed are, carbonic acid , carbonic gas, carbonate of

lime, and alkali, and muriate of alkali. These waters
are particularly salutary for persons afflicted in the lungs
or eyes. At the bathing-houses, besides the shower-baths,
there are conveniences for bathing the eyes. To the Boys
and the Twins sources is attibuted the virtue of removing
the causes of barrenness.

There are two Bath Houses, the upper, formerly the

Orange, and the lower, formerly the Darmstadt. They
are connected together, and have 197 rooms, which are
let out from 40 kreuzers, to 8 florins per day. The Prin¬
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ces’-bath at the lower house is of black marble. Thereare other inns both for invalids and tr
cipal is the Stone House of M. Heydenhaus , at whichare several springs from 500 to 520 of Réaumur. Duringthe season there are five tables d’héte. In the UpperHouse at one florin 21 kr. At the Stone House and theEnglish Hétel , atone florin, At the Grape, 48 kr. At theLily forservants, 24 kr. ¬

In the bed of the Lahn
water, where

avellers, The prin¬

are some springs of warm
a bath for horses has heen establOn the other side of the river , at a

is the Dog Grotto, which, like tl
those who enter it to faint away.The environs of Ems are pretty, and are enlivened bythe river Lahn. Linkebach is much visited during thesummer, when there is a bridge ofboats over the Lahn.Promenades lead on the side of Ems to Kemnau, andon the other side, to the Spiesberg and to the Winter¬berg.

ished.
place called Spies ,

1at of Naples, causes

Not far from the baths is the villageing of 160 houses and a neat church.
path to the silver mine , and on tlof Fachbach. A quarter of a league from the vil]the Pfingstweide > amine from which
copper, are obtained.

A very

of Ems , consist¬
On the right is a

1e left to the vineyard
age is

silver, lead , and

good road leads from Ems to Nassau, a smalltown two leagues dist
Lausenau ( Tusenu ) >» where there is a mineral spring,crosses a delightful country. Not far from Ithe left bank of the Lahn, is situated the h:
Nassau, near which is the
The town of Nassau is on

ant.Thisroad, which passes through

'ausenau, on
amlet of Berg¬entrance to a silver mine.

the right bank of the Lahn.It is said to have been founded by a count of Lauernh ro,uwho discovered the valley where it is situated by fol¬
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lowing a stag. In the castle of baron Stein are several
;

old and curious armours. i |

Before the thirty years’ war, Nassau had a beautiful A
stone bridge across the Lahn, but only a few piles of it
now remain. i

Inns.—The Star, and the Crown. The latter is remark¬
able for its beautiful situation on the banks of the river,
and for the prospect which it commands of the ruins of
ihe old castles of Nassau and Stein. The Post station has
been transferred to Ems, and an intermediate station
established at Singhofen.

On the other side of the Lahn, opposite the town,
is a lofty mountain of an imposing and picturesque ap- i
pearance , planted with trees and shrubs, on the top of
which appear the ruins of the old castle of Nassau. It
was erected by the count of Lauernburg, the first of
the house of Nassau. Baron Stein has made a good road
to this castle, but the traveller must inquire for it, as
it is not very easily found. The tower of this old castle
is in good preservation , but the entrance to it is difficult.
A staircase , in excellent repair, leads to the top of the
tower , whence there is a fine prospect ofthe surround¬
ing mountains. At the foot of the mountain, on the
south-east side, is the village of Scheuern, which has
a very picturesque appearance. To the west, on the de¬

clivity of a mountain , interspersed with rocks, appear
the ruins of the old castle of Stein, an ancient tenure
of Nassau, whence the family of Stein derives its origin.
Many of the old rooms of this castle have been repaired
within a few years, and it hasstill a remarkable prison.

The direct road from Nassau to Schwalbach passes
through Singhofen, Holzhausen, and Kemel; but in
order to see the beauties of the valley of the Lahn , and
visit Geilnau, Fachingen, and Selters, he should con¬
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tinue his route along the banks of the river, by Lan¬
genau and Oberali, as far as Holzapfel and Ge ilnau.4 ascending the river, two leagues from Nassau, is the
village of Langenau. Behind it may be seen, on the topof a lofty mountain, the ruins of a castle of the same
name, which was destroyedin 1556. On the left bank
of the river, nearly opposite Langenau, is the convent
of Arnstein. This ancient abbey of Augustines, which
is situated on the top ofa mountain covered with rocks ,
wasonce the residence of a familyof counts. Count Louis
of Arnstein, the last of his race, had seven daughters,but no son. Having married his daughters, and divided
amongst them part of his dominions , he transformed his
castle, in 1159, into a convent, which he endowed
with several villages, farms, and ii and named
Godefroy, a Alin the first abbot ori . He himself
afterwards retired to this convent, as be lived forty
years. His tomb may be seen in the church of the abbey.The road then leads , passing through the village of
Palseich, to the small town of Holzapfel, situated in
the county of the same name. On the side of it. near
the Lahn , are the ruins of the castle of Lauernbura,whichis situated on the top of a mountain. Not far Teoh
Holzapfel is Charlottenburg, a colony of the religious
sect called Waldenses.

Between Holzapfel and Lauernburg is a foundry of
lead and silver, belonging to the prince of Schaumburgwhich annually produces from fifty to sixty thousand
florins. The castle of Schaumburg, is situated not far
from this place, on the left bank of the Lahn.

A short distance beyond Holzapfel is Geilnau, situated
on the Lahn, five leagues from Ems. It was famous
in the time of the ancients for its mineral waters , but
it was afterwards forgotten till its re-establishment in
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1809. This mineral water is very clear, and has a sharp
pleasant taste, and when mixed with wine and sugar,
froths like champagne. The parts of which it is composed
are, carbonic gas, muriate of alkali, lime, muriate
of magnesia, carbonate of alkali and of iron. The foun¬
tains which supply this water are not, however , so

arranged that it may be drank at the spring.
About two leagues from Geilnau is Fachingen. The

road passing through Schaumburg (which, as well as

Fachingen, is on the left bank of the Lahn), although
the longest, is the most agreeable. The castle of Schaum¬

burg is situated on the banks of the Lahn, where this
river bends. It is the residence of prince Anhalt-Bern¬

burg - Schaumburg. In 1656, the countess Agnes of
Holzapfel bought the castle and lordship of Schaumburg
of the count Leiningen-Westerburg, and delivered it
from the dominion of the elector of Cologne. By the
marriage of her granddaughter, it passed, with the
county of Holzapfel, to its present possessor, the pala¬
tine archduke of Hungary, brother of the emperor
Francis 1I. The castle is well situated , and commands
fine prospects. At the foot of the mountain are several
farms.

At the topof a mountain, not far from Schaumburg ,

are the ruins of the castle of Balduinstein , which was
built in 1525 by archbishop Baldwin of Treves.

At the foot of the mountain is a village, and between
this village and another called Hausen , are some exten¬
sive iron-mines.

Those who admire wild and dreary, scenery, similar
to that exhibited in the pictures of Ruisdael, Everdin¬

gen, and Salvator Rosa , will not omit to visit the castle
and market-town of Katzenellnbogen, the environs of
which are extremely gloomy. There is no doubt that

18.



206 THE TRAVELLERS GUIDE

this castle was inhabited by the counts of Katzenelln¬
bogen. These counts possessed, besides numerous do¬mains on the banks of the Rhine, the towns of Nastad¬ten, Langenschwalbach. and the convent of Gruna :William VII of Katzenellnbogen built the castle ofSchwalbach in 1571. This family possessed the greaterpart of the country comprised in the angle formed bythe Rhine and the Lahn.

The shortest road from Schaumburg to Fachingen is
only three quarters of a league in length, but it is a
footpath only passable for persons accustomed to walk
on mountains; it is therefore advisable to pass throughthe village of Berlebacl, which increases the distancehalf a league.

Lachingen is situated at the bottom of a picturesquevalley, between two lofty mountains covered with trees.The fountain of mineral water at Fachingen , which wasdiscovered in 1745, is formed of four springs , issuingfrom the ground on the side of the Lahn, so that theyare only separated from the river by a bank. In conse¬
quence ofits situation , this fountain is liable to be inun¬dated when the river swells, but the government of
Nassau has remedied this inconvenience in placing
pumps, by means of which the cistern ofthe fountainmaybe emptied in a very short time. The parts compos¬ing the water of Fachingen are nearly the same as those
forming the water of Selters. It contains less muriateof alkali, but more pure potash, iron, and carbonic gas.It has a very pleasant taste, particularly when mixedwith wine, sugar, or milk. Persons afflicted with gid¬diness or faiting fits may derive great benefit from the
use of this water. It will keep good for several years,and is consequently exported to Russia, to the East In¬
dies, and to the Cape of Good Hope. It is more easily
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digested than other mineral waters, and is recommended
by physicians to persons who require aperitive me¬
dicines. Three hundred thousand jugs of this water are
annually drawn and sold for the benefit of the govern¬
ment of Nassau.

On the Lahn, a quarter ofa league above Fachingen,
and near the mouth of the 4ar, is the small town of
Dietz, which formerly belonged to the duchy of Orange¬
Nassau. That part of the town which has been lately
constructed is regular, and is distinguished for the clean¬
liness and neatness by which Dutch towns are charac¬
terised. In former times, Dietz had its own counts, but
the family became extinct in 1588.

The Lahn is navigable from this town to its mouth
in the Rhine, and the inhabitants of Dietz convey on it
a large quantity of corn, that comes from the valley
of the Aar and from its environs, which are very
fertile.

A quarter ofa league above Dietz is the chateau of
Oranienstein, formerly a convent, given up by the
prince of Orange to the duke of Nassau.

A good road leads from Dietz to the small town of
Limburg
ancient, and is often mentioned in the history of Ger¬

which is a league distant. This town is very

many in the middle ages. The Palatine count Everhard
established his residence at this place, and according
to some authors, his brother the emperor Conrad I
was buried here. * The church of St. George is one of
the most beautiful and remarkable monuments of anti¬
quity. It was built at the commencement of the 10th
century by count Conrad, but has never been entirely

It is. more probable that he was interred at Weilburg,
or at Fulde.
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finished. In its interior are several paintings of the old
German school. The church of the Franciscans likewise
contains several pictures.

The Court of Nassau and Busch’s opposite the Post
House, are the best inns, where good accommodations
may be procured at a moderate price.

Three leagues from Limburg is WNiederselters. The
mineral water of this place is one of the most famous
in Germany. The spring is situated at the top ofamoun¬
tain, in the midst of a wild and dreary country. It was
only discovered between the years 1500 and 1550, and
was filled up during the thirty years’ war. The excel¬
lent qualities of this water do not seem to have been
formerly appreciated, as the annual rent was at one
time only two florins, twenty kreuzers: towards the
end of the 18th century it rose to five florins, and in
twenty years afterwards to fourteen thousand florins.
When the elector of Treves, to whom the spring be¬
longed, took an account ofit, it produced annually eighty
thousand florins. This water contains a great deal of
alkali, which contributes to dissolve the iron in it. The
moderate combination of this substance with the car¬
bonic gas, causes the use of this water (which is easily
preserved) in almost every country. It is even sent to
both the Indies. Since 1803 this spring has become the
property of the duchy of Nassau. The sale of it varies
extremely, and depends entirely on the weather. If the
summer is warm, more ofthis water is consumed, since
it is then taken as an agreeable beverage as well as a
salutary medicine. When mixed with wine and sugar ,
it resembles champagne in taste, but is much more
refreshing. In a recent year, upwards of a million and
a half pitchers of it were exported. It may scarcely be
thought possible to fill so many pitchers, each of which

th
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contains three pounds of this liquid , from the water of
a single fountain, if it is considered that it can only be
drawn in five months of the year, and consequently
(deducting Sundays and holidays) that 7,000 pitchers
must be filled each day, covered on the top, and sealed
with resin. But all this may be easily believed when
the mauner in which it is done is made known. It was
formerly accomplished by stout peasant girls, who had
acquired great dexterity in the employment: but for
some years past a machine has been used, by means
of which a large number of pitchers are at once
plunged beneath the water and drawn out when full.
In 1822, the number of pitchers and half pitchers filled
here amounted to 1,900,000.

The operation commences early in the morning, and
continues till eleven o'clock, during which time no
other person may draw water. From eleven till one, in
the middle of the day, the neighbouring persons are
allowed to procure water, but no person is admitted
to get more than a man can carry: carriages may not
come to the fountain; they must load at the warehouse,
where one hundred pitchers, sealed with resin, will
cost fourteen florins. The charge was formerly eleven.
From one till seven o'clock pitchers are filled for govern¬
ment.

Those who wish to drink this water as pure as possi¬
ble, from the spring itself, should chuse for this pur¬
pose a Sunday or holiday; as the water, being continu¬
ally agitated on other days by the dipping in of the
pitchers, necessarily loses its original strength.

The hotel of the Court of Nassau, at Niederselters, is

superior to many others at the watering-places, as it
affords good accommodation at a moderate price.

A few paces from the mineral spring is a spring of
18...
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soft water. It has been observed that the water of Sel¬ters soon spoils when the pitchers are placed on the
ground , but will keep a long time if they are put on awooden stand.

At Oberselters is another mineral fountain, which has
nearly the same proporties as the one just mentioned ,but it is not made use of.

Six leagues from Niederselters is Schwalbach, amarket-town, which is likewise called Langen-schwal¬bach , and is situated in a beautiful valley covered with
wood. It is said that the name of Schwalbach (Swallows
Rivulet) is derived from the great number of rivuletsand swallows seen in the environs of this town. This
placeis divided into two parts, Upper and Lower Schwal¬bach. The latter is situated some distance from the mi¬neral springs, of which there are fourteen. Schwalbach
was famous for its waters in the 16th century; andin 1581 the celebrated physician and botanist, Taberna
Montanus, published a discription ofthem.

The fountain ealled Lindenbrunnen, the water ofwhich is frequently drank by the inhabitants of Schwal¬bach instead of ordinary water, is situated in the middleof the town. Not far from it is the Brodelquelle, so cal¬led because its water continually bubbles like boilingwater, although it is extremely cold. It contains morealkali than ferruginous parts. This spring was discoveredin the 15th century, which was some time before theothers. It is nine feet deep and three wide. The fountainStadtbrunnen is situated on the road leading to Schlan¬
genbad.

The Weinborn and Stahlborn hold the first rank
amongst those at Schwalbach. The Weinborn (AquceFinarie) rises in a meadow near the road which leadsto Wiesbaden and Schlangenbad. A footpath from the
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road leads to it. The water is clear as crystal, and its
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he taste resembles that of wine: whence it is sometimes
a called Wine Fountain. It is preferred to that of Stahl-

;brunnen, because it contains more mineral particles,
as which are sooner dissolved. These springs have within a
1, few years become the property of the House of Nassau,

by whom the environs have been very much improved.
a The Weinborn supplies in an hour nine tuns, each con¬
l- taining 180 bottles. About 50,000 pitchers or stone bot¬
h tles of itare annually exported. The substances composing’s the water of the Weinbrunnen are in addition to other
ts principles a quantity of acid carbonic gas, and the traces }

is of a metal whose nearest resemblance is Titan. It has a ts)
- very agreeable taste and has been already used by many
- persons in different affections with unexpected success. whl
h A walk near this fountain serves as a promenade for
d persons taking the waters , and has several buildings in
a it where they may take shelter from the sun or rain.

The fountain called Stahlbrunnen (which belongs to
f the prince of Hesse-Rothenburg) was only discovered
- in 1740. It produces in an hour five tuns of water , each

> containing 180 bottles; and about 15,000 pitchers of it
: are exported annually. Its composition is similarto that
; of Weinbrunnen, but its specific weight is different.

Around this springare pleasant promenades, which are
much frequented.

The baths at Schwalbach are supplied with water
from the Brodelbrunnen , mixed with that of the Wein¬
brunnen.

The Ehebrunnen or Nuptial Spring, which derives
its name from an oak and a beech-tree grafted together,
likewise contains much mineral substance, but is no
longer used.

The Rételborn , or Rumpelborn, is situated in a val¬
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ley covered with meadows, and its water has been
drank for the last thirty or forty years.

Schwalbach has several delightful promenades , the
most frequented of which are the roads leading to Ehr¬
baum, to Schénbaum, to the Wiesenbriinnchen, and
to the triple echo.

Two other interesting spots in the vicinity ofSchwal¬
bach are Adolphseck and Hohenstein.

Adolphseck is an old castle fallen to ruins, and si¬
tuated near a market-town of the same name. The castle
is on the top of a circular mountain, and its environs
have a picturesque appearance. It is said that Adolphus
of Nassau , beforehe was made emperor, built this castle
as the residence of a nun, whom he had taken from a
convent, where this young person had been remarkably
attentive in dressing his wounds. The ditch of the castle
was cut out of the rock, and very near it areseveral
ponds. The emperor Albert of Austria , the adversary
of Adolphus, destroyed this castle in 1502, butit was
afterwards rebuilt. It was habitable in 1695, but it has
since fallen into ruins.

The Forge is three quarters of a league from Schywal¬
bach.A good horse andcarriageroad takes you bythe
course ofthe Aar, which waters the cheerful meadows
and puts in motion many mill hammers and other manu¬
factories of iron.

Two leagues from Adolphseck is Hohenstein, an
old castle situated at the top of a mountain on the banks
of the Aar, and surrounded by extensive meadows.
This castle originally belonged to the lords of Hohen¬
stein , from whom it passed to the counts of Katzenelln¬
bogen. It was destroyed during the thirty years’ war;
but, to judge from its ruins, has been very strong.
Part of it still exists, consisting of a gate , a lofty tower
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TO THE RHINE.
called Hexenthurm , a room where the torture was in¬

flicted, a hall where the ladies assembled , and an

apartment, the walls of which are ornamented with
paintings. At the castle is the keepers house, where
good accommodation may be procured at a moderate
price.

Not far from this place are the ruins of the fort of
Greifenstein , and the old castle of Kattelnburg, at the
top of a mountain called Kattenalp.

The environs of the Lahn present numerous beautiful
prospects, as well as several castles fallen into ruins,
which bear the names of many ancient and distinguished
families. Two leagues from Hohenstein, and about the
same distance from Schwalbach, is the castle of Schwal¬
bach, on the banks of the Aar. It was built in 1371,
by count William of Katzenelinbogen, and is not entirely
destroyed. A league distant, at the end ofa wood cal¬

led Fuchshohle, are the strong towers of the old castle
of Hohlenfels, which is said to have been built in
the 14th century by the knight Daniel of Langenau. It
is extremely well situated, and its windows command
fine prospects. In the wood just mentioned is an iron
mine, which furnishes the mineral for the foundry of
Michelbach.

The castle of Arteck , nearer to Dietz, is still more
interesting, and is probably of Roman origin. Ancient
medals have often been found at this place , and in the
wall are several antique bas- reliefs , well worthy of ob¬
servation.

The best inns at Schwalbach are : — the Golden¬
Fountain; Greber’s House; the Imperial Hall, the
Golden Crown, the Emperor of Russia. The first, which
is also a Post-house, is a very good inn. The prices of the
tables d’hdte are 1 fl. 12 kr. for dinner, and 56 kr. for
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supper. There are three principal halls for persons tak¬
ing the waters : that of the promenade, the Imperial,
and that at the Crown.

Scarcely two leagues from Schwalbach is Schlangen¬
bad. This bath was discovered about two hundred yearsagoby a heifer that was ill. This animal daily left the flock,
and the herdsman one day met it, to his great astonish
ment, near a spring of warm water, which it had fre¬
quented for the cure of its disease, and from which it
had received benefit. In 1657, Dr. Gloxin , of Worms .

gained possession of this bath, which was sold to him bythe communeof Berstatt, together with the surroundingland and timber, for two butts of wine. The house of
Hesse-Cassel, under whose dominion this country then
was , obtained this hath. In 1694 the landgrave Char¬
les erected accommodations around it, which have since
been enlarged and improved , and have cost more than
400,000 fl. The baihs are of marble. The landgrave
Frederick I, who afterwards became king of Sweden

5caused 4,000 pitchers of water from this fountain to bei
sent annualy to Stockholm.

The position of Schlangenbad is truly picturesque. It
is situated in the middle of a dreary country, covered
with woods, where nature is exhibited in her original
beauty. Those who dislike bustle , and prefer the si¬
lence and tranquillity of the country to the games,
balls, and other diversions of bathing-places , will be
highly gratified at Schlangenbad.

The substances composing the water of these baths ,which is clear as crystal, are clay-and talk-earth : it is
supposed, however, to contain some mineral, although
none has yet been discovered. The heat of the water byRéaumur is 220. The building called Nassauer Haus(House of Nassau), is connected with the House of

Hesse
in tw
spaci
baths
are si
venue
years
maint
dered
for tl

possil
takin
short
out ,

Th
genba
heigh
finest
Kider
with
Castle

Un
Wiks

prosp
and
to 'W

zel.
this 1

the B
tor.
mero
this t
whos:
the 1



ing
> of
hen
ar¬
nce
1an
ave
Nn,
be

ult
red
nal
si¬

3s,
be

1S ,
[ils
gh
by
\us

TO THE RHINE.
Hesse by
in twentyfour hours 5,500 tuns of water, and ten very

a gallery : it has three springs that produce

spacious baths, one of which is a shower -bath. Two
baths are of porcelain, and a third is of marble. There
are six other baths in the new house. The average re¬
venue produced annually by this bath, for the last ten
years, has been scarcely fifty florins : the expensive
maintenance of this establishment should be consi¬
dered , therefore , as a sacrifice made by the government
for the benefit of suffering humanity. Indeed, every
possible accommodation has been provided for persons
taking the waters; lodgings, provisions, and wines; in
short, every thing convenient. The baths are well laid
out, and kept with great neatness.

The traveller should not omit to walk from Schlan¬
genbad to the small chapel near Rauenthal, on the
height of Bubenhausen, which commands one of the
finest views in the Rheingau. Between Rauenthal and
Kiderich are the remains of an ancient wall, painted
with various characters. 1t is called Alte burg( Old
Castle ).

Only two leagues and a half from Schlangenbad is

Wikspapey; but those who wish to enjoy a magnificent
prospect will not hesitate to return to Schwalbach,
and take the gravel road which leads from that place
to Wiesbaden , passing over the height of Hole Wur¬
zel. The whole valley of the Rhine, through which
this river bends its course as far as the mountains of
the Black Forest, extends before the eye of the specta¬
tor. Before him is the city of Mayence, with its nu¬
merous steeples; heights of gentle declivity rise behind
this town, and in the distance appears the Donnersberg,

g summit seems lo reach the clouds. On
the right are some of the villages of the Rheingau
whose towerin
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scattered along the banks of the river. In the distance ,

on the left, are the tops of the mountains bordering the

Bergstrasse, and in front of them the beautiful valley
watered by the Maine, at the end of which is the town
of Frankfort. At the foot of the mountain is Wiesbaden,
half concealed by hills.

A shorter but steeper road passes through the vil¬

lage of Georgenborn, from which there isa fine view.
The springs (aque mattiace) were known in the time

of the Romans, and there are several antique remains
of that period at Wieshaden. Of this number are the
ruins of a fort constructed by Drusus, which may be
seen in the burying-ground, in the street of the butchers,
in an adjacent garden, and near the old tower of the
castle. The wall which surrounded this fort commenced
near the hill situated behind the north side of the town;
it then crossed the long street, and the street of but¬

chers; the ditch; afterwards passed by the old castle,
and terminated where the boundary of the town now
is. The greater part of this wall has been employed in

the construction of buildings. It was twenty feet high
and ten fee thick, and was cased onboth sides with hewn
stones placed regularly one above another; the inte¬
rior was filled up with small stones, pieces of tile and
broken bricks, which were cemented together by se¬

veral layers of mortar. The part of the wall still remain¬
ing is 650 feet in length, and forms the enclosure of
the burying-ground.

The remains of many Roman baths have likewise
been discovered at Wiesbaden; on one of them are
some inscriptions in honour of Apollo and Hercules ,

and the name of the legion stationed in this quarter.
In the street Saalgasse are several cellars that have
been used as vapour-baths. Near the tower of the
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castle some very curious Roman medals have heen found.
Wiesbaden, called Wisibadun in the time of the Sa- ant.

|

lic Franks, was then the chief place of the district of ;

Kunigesundra, which extended from Eppstein to Wal¬
luf. The Carlovingian kings built a palace there, where
Charlemagne occasionally resided, and which was af¬
terwards inhabited for a considerable time by Otto the
Great, who raised Wiesbaden to the rank of a town
in 965. At the commencement of the 18th century,
trenches were made in the ground where this palace ,
which was called Sala, formerly stood, and on that
occasion walls, covered with paintings, and other

}

ruins , were discovered. This palace subsisted entire till tl

the commencement of the 13th century, and was pro¬
bably set fire lo by the lords of Eppstein, who in 1280 i

burnt the town of Wiesbaden. The town was rebuilt by
the emperor Adolphus. The street which formerly led

|
to the royal palace is now called Saalgasse.

Some remains of the old castle still exist. The new

|

castle, which was built towards the end of the 16th
century by John Louis of Nassau, is in very good re¬

pair. The Town-house is remarkable for coats of arms
executed in wood , and other ornaments on the outside,
amongst which are the arms of the Franks; namely
three lilies on a blue ground.

At Wiesbaden are fourteen springs of warm mineral
water and two of cold. The substances composing this
water, are , — carbonate of lime, magnesia, muriate
of alkali , muriate of lime and of magnesia, sulphate of
alkali, and sulphate of lime, alum, and a little iren

| mixed with carbonate of alkali.
The warmest spring, called Kochbrunnen, is 520 of

Réaumur. Here are two springs of sulphurous water.
In 1823, a promenade was formed for persons tak¬

19.



218 THE TRAVELLER'S GUIDE

ing the waters. There are twenty-four bathing-houses .exclusive of the hospital and public baths. Two of
these baths, namely, those calied Rebhuhn (the Par¬
tridge) and the Half Moon, are only frequented byJews. The principal bathing-houses are : — 1. the Eng¬lish Court; 2, the Cross-bow; 3, the Eagle or Post¬
house ; 4, the Rose. The last three are likewise inns;5, the Bear; 6, the Black Goat; 7; the Four Seasons.
in William Street. This hotel and the Kursaal are the
handsomest houses in Wiesbaden. One half of each of
these houses contains lodgings, and in the other are
baths. The buildings containing the baths are from
twenty to forty feet high, and just under the roof of
most of them apertures are made to leave a free passageto the steam. A building of this kind contains from ten
to thirty baths, which are situated in small rooms en¬
tirely enclosed. The price of the tables d’héte is not
dear, but the greater part of the persons who take the
waters procure dinner from restaurateurs.

The wells in the town contain water that has a salt
taste. Several are situated on the side of the warm
springs, without losing their natural freshness. This
tends to support the opinion of those who think that the
focus, whence these springs derive their heat, is outside
the town; probably in the mountains north-west of it.

The only fountain in the town which furnishes water
fit to drink , is that in the market-place. This water is
conveyed through pipes from a spring near the road of
Schwalbach. The Kieselborn is introduced into the town
by iron pipes laid down in 1822.

Several rivulets of cold water cross the town and re¬
ceive the water which flows from the mineral springs.The Kursaal or New Hall at Wiesbaden is an estab¬
lishment for the use of persons taking the waters. It

wa
Wi
the
tua
We
the
col
inc
fre:
the
tab
fur
tur
the
are
wh
350

1

at t

is p
to «

as a
T

any
of tl

A
of 1]

mus
whe
que.

T

*

prin



TO THE RHINE. 219
was designed by HM. Wollzogen of Weimar, who died at

ol Wiesbaden , and completed by M. Zais, the funds forr the purpose being raised in shares. This building is si- i5 tuated at the end ofa promenade behind the fountain
g- W eissenbrunnen *, and communicates by a walk withi the garden Herrengarten. In front of the great saloon are

colonnades, containing shops. The principal buildingincludes a splendid dancing-room , smaller rooms for re¬S

le freshments or play, others where parties assemble, and
of the apartments occupied by the proprietor of this es- :i tablishment. Much taste is displayed in the decorations,
oh furniture , and distribution of the interior of this struc- iof ture. The are various busts and statues, and a cast from
e the Apollo Belvidere. The columns in the great hall

:h are of marble from the quarries near Limburg. The
4 whole edifice is built with stone; it presents a front
" 350 feet in length , and is 170 in depth.
e During the bathing season concerts are given daily

at this building , balls occasionally, and a table d’héte
t is provided every day. Several rooms are appropriated
h to cards, but gaming is not carried on the same extent
s as at other bathing-places.
0 The library at Wiesbaden is open to the public, and
a any stranger or subject of the duchy may have the use
; of the books. A catalogue of it has been printed.
pr A museum of antiquities, as well as of modern works
: of the fine arts, has also been formed at Wiesbaden. It
£ must be confessed that such a collection could be no¬
' where more appropriate than at a bathing-place fre¬

quented by so much company.
The most delightful promenade in the environs of

* The water of this fountain is fit to drink; it consists
principally of muriated and carbonated lime.
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‘Wiesbaden is that formed by the rows of trees and gro¬
ves lately planted, which reach from the Herrengarten
to the fountain called Wiesenbrunnen, and surround
the Kursaal.

Nature has been extremely bountiful in embellishing
the environs of Wiesbaden. The hill and valley of Ve¬
resberg, halla league west of the town, are particularly
beautiful. On the hill are the remains of a Roman buil¬
ding, supposed to have been a hunting seat of the Neros,
the foundations of which were laid by Drusus and Ti¬
berius. Hence some have derived the name Nerosberg
( Nero's Hill ). Amongst the other interesting places in
the environs are: — 1, Sonnenberg , half a league from
the baths. It is said that the old castle of thisndme was
built by Senno , a German prince. Adolphus of Nassau
rendered it strong, in order to defend the country
against the attacks of the lords of Eppstein. The pictu¬
resque ruins of this castle nearly surround the village
of Sonnenberg; 2, the Pheasant Walk, which is situa¬
ted in a beautiful valley, encircled by a wood, three
quarters of a league from the town; 3, Klarenthals ,
in front of the Pheasant Walk. It was formerly a con¬
vent of nuns, which was founded by Adolphus ofNassau,
and his wife Imagina. The sister of this prince was the
first abbess of this convent, and his daughter became
the prioress. This convent was secularized by the des¬
cendants of Adolphus, in the last century, and the
tomb of Imagina transferred to the parish church of
Wiesbaden. In the vicinity of the Pheasant Walk, and
of the convent of Klarenthal, may be seen, on both
sides of the road leading to Bleidenstadt, a great num¬
ber of ancient tombs, part of which are covered with
brambles and trees. Many of these tombs were opened
about thrity years ago, and inside were discovered
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coals, ashes, urns filled with bones and ashes, cups,Br
on lachrymatories, lances, arrows, consecrated knives,
1d and lamps. Inseveral of them there were likewise gold,

silver, and copper medals. Similar tombs have been

ng found near Dolzheim; 4, the mountain of Geisberg.
e- It commands a fine view of Mayence, and the villages

ly on the banks of the Rhine; 5, Adamsthal, a farm in

il- the woods, a league from Wiesbaden; 6, the Mill, at

Ss, some distance from the convent of Klarenthal. It hasan
['i- elegant assembly -room, and a pretty garden. Persons

rg taking the waters often form parties to go to this place;
in 7, the hunting-seat called Platte, rebuilt and enlarged

ym in 1823. It is situated in the middle of a wood , on the

as Istein road, one league from Wiesbaden. From this

au castle there is one of the most extensive and beautiful

ry prospects in Germany( that from the height called Hohe

u- Wurzel, mentioned before, is nearly similar). Good

ge | accommodation may be procured at the forest-keeper’s ;

1a- 8, Bibrich , formerly called Biburc, which has been
ee | already noticed. It is the most princely residence on

S45 the banks of the Rhine. The road to it by Mosbach
11- commands a fine view.
u, The antiquary will find abundant employment at
he Wiesbaden. In every part of this country may be seen

me memorials of the time when the Romans and the Ger¬

eS mans disputed the possession of the beautiful territory
he on the banks of the Rhine. There are still visible , on

of the heights around Wiesbaden, and particularly on

nd
|

that called Nerosberg, near Zugmantel and Heftrich,
th |

the traces of stone ramparts made by the Germans, and
m- | the remains of the walls of ancient forts constructed by
ith the Romans.
ed In the town-house of Wiesbaden are preserved copies
ed of numerous inscriptions which have Leen discovered.
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Most of the stones on which these inscriptions were,have been lost. One of these stones, that was taken
from an ancient Roman bath, and now forms part of
the wall of the bathing-house of Schiitzenkopf, had
been erected in honour of Apollo ( 4ppolini tutelari)
by a centurion of the seventh legion , which was quar¬tered in the environs of Wiesbaden and Mayence.

Wiesbaden made a conspicuous figure in the historyof the middle ages. It has been already mentioned that
the kings of the Franks had a palace there. Charlemagneoften repaired thither from Niederingelheim, for the
purpose of bathing. The emperor Otto resided here in
965, when he signed several writings in favour of the
bishopric of Magdeburg , and some ofthe imperial towns.
Wiesbaden has several monuments of this date, one of
which is a stone with an inscription.

Those who study botany and mineralogy will find
numerous objects to gratify their curiosity in the envi¬
rons of Wiesbaden. The woods, as well as the meadows,
contain a great number of scarce and curious plants.

The traveller should not neglect to make an excursion
from Wiesbaden to the neighbouring mountains which
form part of the Taunus. In order to reach them , the
traveller must pass through Eppstein, which is three
leagues distant. This small town, near which is the old
castle of the same name ; is situated in the centre of four
beautiful valleys , called Fischbach , Lorsbach , Foken¬
hausen, and Bremthal. There is a tradition, thata dread¬
ful giant formerly inhabited the rock where the castle
now stands. A knight named Eppo , having caught him
in an iron net, threw him down an abyss, and built
the castle of Eppstein on the rock. A whalebone sus¬
pended over the gate is said to be.one of the bones of this
giant, and is shown as a corroboration of the tale. The
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knights of Eppstein were very rich and powerful lords,
and Mayence had four archbishops who were part of
their family. The line of Godefroy became extinct in
1497 , and that of Everhard, or Miinzenberg, in 1544.
In the church of this small town are the tombs, and
representations in stone, of these ancient knights. The
mountains of Stauffer,Gahberg, and Rossert , situated
in the ‘vicinity, have a picturesque appearance. On the
southern declivity of the Stauffen are several Roman
tombs , and on its summit is a rock of a singular from,
around which is the trace of an ancient rampart made
with earth. Near Eichkopf, behind Fischbach , is the
convent of Retters ( Retterese ), which was founded
in the 12th century by count Gerard of Niirings. On the
site of this convent , the farm of Raders is erected. In
the valley of Eppstein is a mineral spring, near which
some baths have been established within a few years.

A pleasant road leads from Eppstein , through Hof¬

heim and Sulzbach, to Soden. Hofheim is situated on
the Maine, and , near it, at the top of a mountain co¬
vered with wood , is a church, which is much frequen¬
ted as a place of pilgrimage , and contains the tomb of
a count of Stolberg.

Sulzbach is delightfully situated. In the time of the
Carlovingian kings it was only a curtis regia. It after¬
wards became a village independent of the German em¬

pire, and by this title it contracted an alliance with
the town of Frankfort in 1282.

Soden, which is two leagues from Eppstein, and was
formerly a colony of Sulzbach, derives its name from
a spring of salt-water, situated there. 1t has mineral
springs, and two inns with baths, the Nassau Hotel and
the Bender Hotel. The water has a temperature of 14°
or 16° of Réaumur. The substances composing this wa¬
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ter are carbonic gas, alkali, muriate of alkali, and a
small quantity of iron. The brine produces excellent
common salt. In former times, Soden was likewise a
village independent of the German empire, and under
the protection of Mayence and Frankfort. It now be¬
longs to the house of Nassau. The situation of Soden is

charming; it is encircled by heights of a delightful ap¬
pearance, and the surrounding country is remarkably
beautiful. A neat promenade leads to the top of a hill
where there is a church. Many suppose that the Solici¬
nium of the ancients was in the environs of Soden , near
Mamolshain.

A league from Soden is Kronberg wor der Hohe,
which is surrounded by a small wood offruit and chest¬
nut-trees. The ancient possessors of the castle near
Kronberg were vassals who immediately depended on
the German empire. They were first called Askebrun¬
nen ( Eschborn), and did not take the name of knights
of Kronberg till they had acquired possession of Kron¬
berg. In the castle, which is very much dilapidated ,
is a picture, with an inscription in verse, representing
the battle in 1389, when the knights of Kronberg ob¬
tained a victory for the Palatines, who were their al¬
lies, over the inhabitants of Frankfort.

Kronberg has lately been famous for the nurseries be¬
longing to Christ, a man of considerable merit. The youngtrees raised here, are sent as far as Livonia and Crimea.

In the valley between Kronherg and Mamolshain , is
a spring of mineral water, which conlains a large quan¬
tity of salt, iron, and sulphur, and is an excellent re¬
medy for chronic complaints. There are, however, no
accommodations for taking the waters at this place. Not
ar from this spring is another salt-waler spring , which
produces a great deal of salt.
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The traveller should not omit to go from Kronberg

to the old castle of Falkenstein, which is one of the

most beautiful ruins in the Taunus. In fine weather it

a view of more than seventy ofthe surround¬
as well as of a part of the

(according to the
commands
ing towns and villages,

From this castle sprung
) the counts of Niiringen, the

died in 1169, leaving two
hose marriage the do¬

Rheingau.
opinion of M. de Gerning
last of whom, count Gerard,

named Guda, by w
d to Werner 1 of Bolanden. The

five sisters divided his
daughters,
mains of the father passe
last lord dying in 1255, his

part of which fell into the hands of Philip I

built the castle, and called it
ich and powerful lord ,

inheritance,
of Falkenstein, who re
Neufalkenstein. He was a very r

and his sister Beatrice was considered the most beau¬

She married the German king,
who first saw her in the castle

Rhine. She was bu¬
tiful woman of her time.
Richard of Cornwallis ,

of Gudenfels, on the be

ried at Oxford. The va
likewise a descendant o

kenstein, and of Wetterau, Ww

1418. The property then passed to the fems

Eppstein , Sayn, [sen¬

\nks of the
liant bishop Kuno, of Treves,

f that line of lords of Fal¬
hich became extinct in

le line, and
was

with it to the houses of Solms,
burg, and Virneburg.

The thrush called turdus sax
has for many years inhabited
forest grows an Alpine plant,

atilis, generally found

in the Southern Alps,
these ruins; and in the
the doronicum pardalianches.
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as the time of Charlemagne. The ¢town , was probably built in the
Franks.

A league and a half fi
situatedin the middle of
woods, near a rivulet.
mills and coppe
able church,

astle, as well as the
time of the kings of the

om Kronberg is Ober- Ursel,a beautiful country covered with
which gives motion to severalr foundries. It has an old and remark¬This place was formerly part of the countryof Kénigstein. Towards the end of thhad a printing-office ,become very scarce.

A league distant from Ursel
» is Homburg vor depHohe, the residence of a branch ofthe princes ofHesse,who are descendants of Frederick I, grandson of Philipthe Generous. In the walls of the old tower, called theWhite Tower, are several stones with Roman inscrip¬tions, that have been found in the environs. This castleis the remnant of the ancient one, which was probablyerected on the ruins of a strong castle of the Romans.The new castle was built in 1680, by the landgraveFrederick II, whose figure, in stone and in bronze ,may be seen over the gate of the castle. The town ofHomburg is indebted for the embellishment ofits envi¬rons to the late prince. Every step in the vicinity of thetown recalls to the mind the ancient conquerors of theworld. The Heidengraben (Pagan’s Ditch) , the wall cal¬led Weisse Mauer , the road of Thalwegsberg , thetain of Altkénig , and many other places, bear evidentmarks of them. We have already mentioned the castle ofSaalburg, or Seulburg. Tt is situated a league from Hom¬burg, and appears to have been the fort built by Drusus ,and destroyed by Hermann. Germ

in conjonction with (

e 16th century, itthe works excuted by which are

moun¬
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Cacinna, he made an expeditionagainst the Cattes, in which he burnt their principal
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town, called Mattiacum. Saalburg is situated on the top
ofa mountain , and its form is an oblong squaré , 580 feet
in length , and 180 in breadth. In 1781 was discovered ,

not far from this place ,
a Roman bath, in which were

several utensils and stones with inscriptions of the 22d
legion. In the time of the Franks there was a castle here
called Sala, whence the name of Saalburg is derived.
On the north-east, about a league distant, are the tra¬
ces of another fort, called Kapersburg, which is sup¬
posed by some to be the Palas, or Kapellatium, of the
ancients.

If the traveller has not visited the mountains Altké¬
nig and Feldberg, from Kéningstein, or from Kronberg,
he may go to them from Homburg. At the top of the
Altkonig , Brunéhault, queen of the Franks, erected a

room, in order that she might view the whole of her
extensive dominions with the first rays of the rising sun.
The prospect from it is beautiful; a vast country extends
around the spectator, bordered by three chains of moun¬

tains, between which flow the Rhine and the Maine.
One of these chains extends from the Taunus as far as
Coblentz and Bonn , including in this space the beauti¬
ful heights, planted with vines, which reach from Hoch¬
heim to Riidesheim. On this chain of mountains, like¬
wise . are several old castles. On the other side of the
Maine appears the Malchen , with its White Tower. Se¬

veral branches diverge from this mountain, which ex¬
tend a considerable distance into the forest of Odenwald,
and form on the right the beautiful valley of the Neckar.
On the other side of the Rhine is the Donnersberg,
which rises like a giant over the surrounding mountains :

on its sides are the mountains of the Haardt and the
Vosges, which form the separation between Alsace and
Lorraine, and unite their branches with those of the
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Alps. On the north side of the Altkénig commences achain of mountains, which extends out of sight. Theruins of the ancient forts of Konigstein and Kronenbergappear below, and an immense number of towns and
villages tend to adorn this beautiful prospectIn these environs is another old castle, in good re¬
pair, which is called Reiffenberg. It is situated at thefoot of the northern part of the Feldberg, and is sha¬ded by a wood of oaks , intermixed with elms and palm¬trees. The knights of Reiffenberg signalized themselves
in more than one bloody combat, and in 1574 they took
by assault the fort of Konigstein. Philip Louis, the lastof this family, died in captivity, in 1686; and by the
marriage of his sister , the castle of Reiffen]
to the counts of Waldpott-Bassenheim.

Behind Reiffenberg, at the top of a hill covered with
wood , are the ruins of the old castle of Hattstein , which
was destroyed in 1432.

berg passed

Three leagues from Homburg is Friedberg. In his
way to it, the tourist passes Kloppenheim, with a Go¬thic church. Near Karbach are mineral springs no lon¬
ger used ; and on the opposite hill stands the old abbeyof Ilmsteedt.

Friedberg was formerly an imperial town ,of little importance. The castle commands a fine view ofthe beautiful territory forming the Wetterau. The envi¬rons of Friedberg contain many monuments relating tothe ancient historyy of Germany. The Usipetes®and theCattes inhabited this country, and sustained severalbattles against the Romans. In the vicinity , several Ro¬
man monuments have been discovered. The
gian kings had very probably a palthere is still a bath which d
they

but is now

Carlovin¬
ace at this place, and

ates from the period when
lived. Under the government of the Franks, this
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country received the name of Wettergau, derived from

the small river Wetter, which crosses it. This district
was very extensive, and included twelve counties, and

many imperial towns, such as Frankfort, Gelnhausen,
Friedberg , etc.

Friedberg was rebuilt by Frederick I, and the castle
which he erected on the ruins of the ancient palace pro¬

bably bore the name of Friedrichsburg, which was af¬

terwards given to the town. The emperors of the house

of Hohenstauffen occasionally resided here. Frederick II

embellished the town , and granted it numerous privi¬

leges. Friedberg had likewise the right of holding a

great fair; but this was transferred to Frankfort, in 1540,
by the emperor Louis 1V. The principal objets in Fried¬

berg worthy of notice are , — the well called the Jew’s
Bath ; several subterranean vaults , one of which is in

the form of a rotunda, with an opening at the top; and
the principal church, erected in the 13th century. In

the environs of Friedberg are numerous ruins of ancient

buildings, whence it is supposed that the town was for¬

merly much larger.
Inns. — The Three Swords, and the Town of Darm¬

stadt. There is also a post-house.
Rather less than half a league from Friedberg is the

mineral spring of Schawalheim , which is said to contain

nearly the same substances as the water of Schwalbach,
but has not the same reputation, and is only drank

by the neighbouring inhabitants. The environs are

dreary.
Trom this place the traveller may make a pleasant

excursion to the salt-works of Naulieim. The meadows
of the Wetter bear some resemblance to the valleys of

the Vosges. At a distance are seen the little town of

Rockenhausen, a convent of nuns on the Miinzenberg ,

20.



230 THE TRAVELLER'S GUIDE

and, following the Wetter Arnsberg, the famous abbey
of Lich.

Quitling this part of the Taunus, the traveller reaches 3
Naumburg; whence, crossing the Kinz, he will pass

;
along the Freygericht, the villages of which belong

:

partly to Hesse and partly to Mayence, and enjoy pecu- iliar privileges, which render the banks of the Kahl very
i

populous. This valley may be ascended from 4lsenau n
to Kaltenberg. But proceeding in a right line through

:

Somborn , we arrive at GerNnavses, where may still be I

seen a part of the palace inhabited by Frederick Bar¬
barossa. The first objects which attract the traveller's
attention on approaching this ancient imperial town,
are the steeples of the convent of the Trinity; and as
soon as he enters the place he will perceive the remains
of the church of St. Peter, the architecture of which is
very remarkable. It is that called modern Greek archi¬
tecture, which was adopted and followed in every partA of Europe at the time of the Crusades, as well as for
some time before. Gelnhausen was preferred by Frede¬i rik I, surnamed Barbarossa, to every other place in his

hig Re immense empire, as a spot for the erection af a castle.
: Tradition asserts that it was not the beauty of the envi¬

rons of the Kinz *, but thad of a lady, named Gela,
which influenced his choice. The ancient palace of the
emperor is at the foot of the town , in the Burg, in the

LA midst of a delightful valley , bordered by the chain of
ABR mountains which forms the junction between the moun¬
atk! tains called Rohnegebiirg , in Franconia , and those cal¬

led Vogelsgebiirg, in the Wetterau. It is situated on an

* The Kinz is a small river of the country of Fulde, which
runs from Schluchtern, through Saalmiinster, Gelnhausen,
and Hanau.
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and is surrounded byisland, formed by the Kinzig,
ains, whichmountains crowned with woods, hills, and pl

form a deligthful landscape.
To judge from what remains of this palace, an entire

rock must have been used in its erection. All the walls

are composed of two rows of large hewn stones, orna¬

mented on the outside in the Tuscan style. The entran¬

ce . which is on the west side of the wall, is a very sim¬

ple structure. In the part of this wall which is very

dilapidated , and against which several new houses have

been built, is a very lofty tower of immense size. In the

inner court of the palace is a head of reddish stone with

along b ard , representing Frederick Barbarossa. On

the left were the apartments of the emperor; and in

that part which still remains , commonly called Reichs¬

saal (Imperial Hall), that monarch was accustomed to

administer justice , surrounded by his nobility. Over the

sate the Reichssaal joins the chapel, and on the side of

it is a large tower.
hich are arches supported byThe great wall, in w

the principal front of thecolumns, is a remnant of
Reichssaal. Through these arches, on the left, may be

}i mm. . .

[rinity , and at some distance

from it the upper gate of the town of Gelnhausen , and

entrance gate of the Reichssaal are the re¬

seen the convent of the

beyond the
mains ofthe throne of Barbarossa. In the distance appear
the walls which formed the enclosure of the court. At

the end of this principal front is the Messthor, where
fairs are usually held ; and above this is the chapel, the

walls of which were partly restored under the reign of

the emperor Sigismund.
The upper part of the front of the Reichssaal has

been taken away, and the area filled up. The only parts
remaining are the arches before mentioned. In these
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remains is preserved a beautiful specimen of ancient
Gothic architecture , or rather of what is called modern 1

~ . :Greek architecture.
The staircases that lead to the halls have been des-

:troyed, and only the entrance to the palace remains
uninjured. The ornaments of this entrance, and the j

manner in which the light is admitted, very much re¬
semble Moorish architecture. Over small columns are
arabesques, formed with foliage and human figures.
On each side of these arabesques are placed arches,
which distinguish modern Greek architecture from the
ancient colonnades and arches which were afterwards
introduced by the Goths. The whole entrance presents
a great mass of stone; that is to say, a wall of conside¬
rable thickness to support the arches. In this wall are
several openings, each having a double row ofsmall |

y
columns, through which the light enters. Above these

it Ah small columns are chapiters, which reach to the upper
i part of the roof. The bases of all the columns, as well

as the principal front, are of the Attic order.
flint A wall, constructed some time since , partly conceals

the entrance to the hall. In the interior are two columns,
i

which support the six arches on which the ceiling of the
wi chapel rests. On the outside are three other columns,

one of which is ornamented with eagles. In the chapel
are pillars and columns, which are ornamented with

2 great taste. The walls of the tower, at a short distance,
i are very thick, and formerly supported a large arch,

which formed a separation in its interior. The wall
forming the enclosure of the entire building is in many
places more than 30 feet above the level of the Kinzig.

It was probably about the year 1144 that Frederick I

inhabited the imperial palace of Gelnhausen. When this
emperor afterwards undertook his expedition to Pales¬
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held there.
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as a residence to several
n and its environs, and left

he manner in which they

perintending the district belonging to

administering justice at the courts
lies considerablyThe number of these fami

anted
and in 1366 the emperor Charles 1V gr

yrivileges as those en¬

le of Friedberg. During
aid siege to it, because

’s troops, and on that

increased ,

them the same rights and |

the 50 years war the Swedes |

it was garrisoned by the emperor
occasion this beautiful palace was destroyed.

Inn. — The Hart.
EXCURSION

FROM COBLENTZ TO TREVES.

Although Treves is only 24 leagues from Coblentz ,

if the traveller wishes to follow the course of the Moselle,
he must pass over a space of 49 leagues. The excursion

g than that by land, as the
d with fine views, and each

formsby itself a delightful
ing difficult of ascent, the

and afterwards

by water is more interestin
banks of the Moselle aboun
village or group of mountains
landscape ; but the river be

traveller had better proceed by land ,

descend the river on his return.
There is a diligence from Coblentz to Treves , which

accomplishes the journey in one day. The fare is five

francs. A coche-d’eau goes every week between Coblentz

and Cochem. It sets out on Monday at nine o'clock from

at Coblentz in the evening , if the

if not it stops at Ley for the
and on Thursday

Cochem , and arrives
weather be favourable;
night. It returns on Friday in summer,

20...
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