Badische Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Digitale Sammlung der Badischen Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Excursions along the banks of the Rhine

Hugo, Victor
London, 1843

Letter XXVI.

urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-125010

Visual \\Library


https://nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-125010

empty head ; at Sarnen,
put out the eyes of

Wolfenschiess,
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|1:|:.1"='] between nortl

twelve thousand estuaries, watert
fourteen towns, st -ated or divide
with the I § y of | *eniuries

foam and murm 1g 1n 1its walers;
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« or cities at the extremity of their branches ;

g times in their forks, as nests ; while their con

1 1 - 1 4

Hud and luents imitate, accoraing Lo the inelina
f their _or nature of the ground, the

of various vegetable species

< more or lesswide from their

s according to the sp weial form of theiwr sap, or
thic 5 of th wood
It is remarkable that, considering the Rhin
[ m L e 1dea ol TOV ttachi l to L1
magnificent river is periectly justified
L'he ) | Imost all t tributarie of the In |
it { the Main, the Lahn, the
e Aar l Ll g [
1 N 1ed L Coblent are Iin

If in vour mind you raise upon the
tline of the Rhme,

escribes the

CO1 L tion ol the oak the innumerabie rivu is
which Lreal L I ¢ the sca ll':l'.; 80
Iy It O | s

g the gI wvatest cause 101
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1
In winter, when the vines and the soil assume

same black hue, these sma

R T
colour, seem like larg«

above the other, across the ¢

1

Ines, a S| ecies of unseem!
1('."!'_.-“ nstrll.-;'-T.
At every turn of the

houses or villages, and above them, some decayl

donion or citadel. The cities and villages, with

their sharp gables, turrets, and steeples, rese nble
s | B 1 1 +) = |I 1
at a distance a barbed ar the poin C
base of the mount:

Sometimes the villaces lengthen out along i
- s 5

shore lik

women, an
here and there, the goats browse upon the willow
shoots. The houses on the Rhine appear like
slated helmets, | ' '
the frame-work pi ked out in red and blue up
white stucco, is 1

these villages, such as those ol
dorf, near Cologne, are inhal

and basket-makers; and on fine summer days prt

sent an animated specta le ['he b
weaving his willows before his ¢

mending his nets in his boat, 2

" ot
l'lll‘~1|1'l}\l"."|!'. 1Ci 1Lhe 1.\|‘I.l.--|
5 1 1 4
in the universe accom the task allotted
by the Creator: the 1bov manikit

The towns have a more stirring and comj lete aspe

among them

BadenWiirttemberg
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works of Augustin Braun, William
Rubens, Albert Durer, Mes
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streamers, or
CArgo ]ﬁ.--l in the cen

pilot with his \‘:\_\...'.Li.'. ey
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as well as to diminish the ehances of strand-

or twelve small sized rafts, about eighty

. l'l\ l“i ers '|'-'.':'- '-.-’".
aft there was a clear
leading from a spacious te the house
he ] adroon, a kind of wooden palace. ‘he kitchen

1 1 1 _
smoked incessantly, an i I bubbled

the signal for meal
ne thousand,

s
I hese -!1';|:
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himneys, sail

boats

sle, and with
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cious havens and charming

along the Rhine from Cologne to Mavence.

101

retreats, are scattered

Fach

of these has some peculiar history. Graupenwerth,

where the Dutch consiructed a fort nan

Priest’s ( ap : Pfaffenmiith, a fort which the
niards retook and named Isabella. Graswertl
s f Grass,” where John 1‘i1|ii[l of Reich

wrote his « Antiquitates

once so rich with the d
.‘\t'--i.]j‘!u--i: John II. Urmitzer Insel kn
Cwsar ; and Nonnenswerth, famous for the

Il vies :-I‘
Roland the Brave
The traditic It bank res) I w those
of the Pt 1¢ 1o touch ] 1 nd
we will return ( | ar L0 this interest-
Ing ect. v 1adow that falls from one
side of the river produces a corresponding one on
t other. The coffin of St. Nizza, granddaught
‘ll I : ])l onnawre, 18 at ‘.\JE'.-' ILZ ; 1i¢=' 1 ‘|‘1‘
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POWER

this beautiful vall

.:_,- of Deux -|‘II 118

Coblentz

“1") BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK %
Baden Wiirttemberg



proclaimed the downfall of Wenzel, I"‘Hqu'ru]' of

Germany. Waenceslas was at the same time weak
and wicked, a drunkard, and ferocious in his cups.
He ordered all priests to be drowned who did not
|

reveal to him the seerets of the confessional. Though
doubting the fidelity of his wife, he confided in her
advice, and was influenced by her opinions, which

proved a source of anxiety to Rome: for his wife

s Sophia of Bavaria, and John Huss was her con

fessor : who, propagating the doetrines of Wicklifi

sapped the Holy Seat of the sovereign pontiff, who
struck down the emperor in return.

[t was at the instigation of His Holiness, that the
three archb ps convoked the Count Palatin
The Rhine then governed Germany. These four

alone were able to put down the emperor, and after

place the only one of them who
wa not a churchman, Count |;|11|u\._ who had no

expected the event, but prowe d worthy

of his destin

You perceive that in her high tutelage of kings

ymetimes a
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he fough ody body, with the Pope.
when sut
unprotected to
‘{-i;l e July 6th
ri.‘:"." W :. i1 CNAaws
face, reducing
to view all the

reflects, thanks

t‘fl'!!?..'.

1 1 1 " 1
ithed the sword of the s
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HE SEVEN ELECTORS. 100

ules - the Palatinate, which bore a Lion argent;
1 ~ 1 M | ]
I'téves, which bore argent with a Cross of pules ;

with a Cross sable ; and

f

g . which bore argen
Mayence bearing gules, with a Silver Wheel. These

heons, of which the gildings and emblazon-

-~

escul

ments were impaired by the sun

ind rain, formed

the sole orname of the granite throne

There it was, that seated upon these st me chairs,

simple yet august, the ancient electors decided who

tive

should be E;:!‘I.. ror of ( -'Ll‘lll::T‘.l‘." Later, this pri

custom was discontinued, and the electors, increased

to nine by the accession ol Bavaria and Brunswick,

assembled round the leather-covered table of Frank-
fort.

The seven p1

. i

powerful, and at t

ho sat round this throne were

he head of the Holy Roman Em-
"

pire. They preceded, in the [mperial procession,
he fou

the four dukes, the four archmarshals, {

landeraves, the four burgraves, the four gi
counts of war, the four abbots, the four boroughs,

r knights, the four cities, four villages, four

hamlets, four mar ur lords, four mountains,

ir barons, the ft
Suabia, and the four men of the hou

Before each of them was bome,
marshal, a richly embellished sv
1'| c‘.'}.u_ I' princes i!,. - l!'\l‘-'.i'.lll.
gelves, the * crowned hands.”
compared them with the seven

Si-lli“—t-i..- seven hillsof Rom the seven hranche

of Solomon’s candlestick.

Amone them, the electoral quality took precedence

hief huntsmen, four offices of
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os arose from their

Romans was named : the ] rin
s made to the

chairs; and while the prese

people at the window of the
gans of Mavence periorme 1 at the churd ]
Bartholomew a Te Deum with a triple choir, com-
pose d of the organs of the church, the trun pets of
the electors, and the trumpets o the emperor.

All this was :w-'-'u-‘.;l]'.l«‘u-ul to the sound of the
great bells of the towers, and the great guns ol
bastions, which were mad for joy,- vs the curions
manuseript which details the coronation of
8

l] m l[l" ]\ '[:'.-_'_'-1-.'!.5. the thing was, In my 1dea,
done more simply, and therefore with more gra
deur. The electors ascended the plat
fourteen steps, ea .h of which was one foot high, and
took their places in their chairs of stone; the

]l:lwiw’,r..! Rhens, ke pt back 1-_‘. the men at arms, sur-
rounding the Imperial seat. Then the Archl ,!-_.,[,
of \I.._\--|. e, standing up ud : Most generous
princes, the Holy IEmpire masterless Then sang
he the Ve e & |

of Cologne and Tréves the usual collects The
chaunt over, the seven electors

the seculars with their hands

ecclesiastics with the hand non their | rts L
beautiful and touching distinction, meaning that
the heart of every chur hman shou d » a mirror of
the Gospel. After the oath, they stood together in

b . . : '3

a circle. conversing in an under vol
denly the archbishop rose, stretched

to heaven, and cric d aloud to the ln-ul'it' the name
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Moravia, King of the Romans, though Louis still

lived, at the ery of * Fivat rex!” the Imperial

banner fell into the Rhine, and was lost !

}“1'.'_'. four vears later, in 1400, the fatal omen was

justified. Wenceslas, son of Charles, was deposed.

\\ \Hl 1!:1' f.l‘l] |:-1I !t* ] anncr i\‘l' 100, ]}.l‘ }_-|[;u.- ‘.]‘.

Luxemburg ; which, after Charles and Wenceslas,

gave but one emperor to the throne,—Sigrismund.
From this time the House of Austria predominated

[Leaving behind you the Konigstithl, thrown
down, as a relic of the feudal times, by the French
Revolution, you ascend towards DBraul

I:-.'E'}'.'l}'1_ Welmich, St. Goar, Obery

suddenly, to the left, appears, much lik

some ":'ilrliv"" castie, a vasi --.1 e rock, surmounted
.
by an enormous tower, which seems to disgoree, as

from a huge u'hin'.u'.'_‘-..ﬂ e chill vapours of the « loud.

At the foot of this rock, close by the river, is a
pretty town ;;r--nl-ul round a Roman church with a
si:':-.'l-. its fronts all |‘\]='\\-l to the south In the
midst of the Rhine, before the town, often ve iled
the foes of the river, is an oblonge edifice stand

upon a rock level wi

ties cutting the stream like the prow or poop ot a ship,
and the low windows imitating { '
1:1-- n the lower basement 1S A |._'i_;.‘|f,I'. ol 1ror

les and anchors mal

rescmbline the graj

jl'll,"]l\ are suspe nded, as it were, from
this strange building ; upon which, like the str
from masts, numerous weathercocks revolve upon
pointed pinnacles.

The fels : the town, Caub; and

" . Y rtoanf
tower 18 uieni
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hed \.--7 1\.E||‘1“_1'. :'[hl‘
nt stronehold of yme devoted lord, as the 1o

name indicates,) Ehrenfels, Fursteneck, Savn, the

Katz, or the Miusethurm. There is still a profound bis

1 Lery 1} col
}"‘_" [ ebe the
fels: noone | S04

an

the burgraves. Several of these ancient fortresses, (
{ | 14 + .y | 4 1
of which the history i1s lost, are half Roman, and the
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Scheenbere, whose sineular wf-w!.":_‘.' it was to esta-
lish the Braganzas, and prec
Stuarts.

The Rheinfels assisted the towns of the Rhine
in 1225, and Marshal Tallard in 1692; but sur-
rendered to the French Republic, in 1794.

The Stolzenfels was the residence of the Arch-
l-i.t-}wl~ of Tréves. At Rheineck died the last
count of that name, in 1544, Canon-custodian of
the Cathedral of Tréves. Hammerstein was the
scene of the differences of the Counts of Veteravia
and the Archbishops of Mayence ; the check of the
Emperor Henry 1L, in 1017 ; the flicht of Henry
IV.,in 1105; of the Thirty Years' War; the passage

of the Swedes and Spaniar ] imnd the devastation

of the French, in 1689. It was disgracefully sold
for a hundred crowns, in !

Gutenfels, the sentry-box of Gustavus Adolphus;
the retreat of the beautiful Countess Guda, and the
amorous Emperor Richard, was four times besieged,
in 1504 and 1642, by the Imperialists. It was

Munzenberg, to
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CASTLE

and Melancthon, and

riagd Ol .\\:_'iu s

Guebhard : the Nonnenst

built by Valentinian

the manor of t

] . &
waged wal
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ner \ nant angels, at the battle of
Merseberg; Henri le Boiteux, Conrad the Old, and

Conrad the Young : He nry the Black, who imposed

four German li=' €5 01 “'-'!n': Rod |.1-;| .-f' ."*.‘l\ll!:‘_

o crown, the 1"'[""' hexamete r, ** Petra
dedit Petro, Petrus diadema Rud ,' ' Go :.]['l"\ ol

[;yl., rial

l‘-;L‘.L -

spear of the

con l' re . {i'.'..!

ht of st ps before the

rd ; Barbarossa, who

PY] the Archl p of Cologne, Rainald, who

tore away the fringe from the Carocium of Milan :

Teutonic Order, a great builder of cities: Ottocar.
Kir f Bohemia; Frederick of Baden: and Con-
n years ol age.

Louis V., Landgrave of Thuringia, and husband of

1 1
O bore upon

Baden Wiirttemberg
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mark of his mother’s despair: Ro
1

L' the
m.-!]-i: of H:||\|;1'-_;'_ who mended his own grey

jerkin. They echoed the device of Eberhard, Count
of Wurtembere : “ Glory to God! war to the

mules, of the western bishops proceeding, in
1415, to the eouncil of Constance, t dge John
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