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LETTER XXIII

BingEN—MAYEN

l;'\‘-l N 18 & t‘i'..\‘.'.

hhike a town of ancient date, an l vet

gaiety of a modern one; which
the consul Drusus to that of the Emperor Charle
.maene until Archbishoy Wil
nt Monte

magne, from Charle

lizis, from the archbishop t1ll the merchz )
magno, from Montemagno to the visionary Holz
hausen, and from him to the notary Fabre, now
ruling and reigning 1n the ca of Drusus—has
inereased and rept on, house by house, 1n the Y of
the Rhine and the Nihe, just as the dew accumulates
in the corolla of a hly Fxcuse the comparison,
but it has the merit of being true and faithfully
deseribing, in all cases ll'l-‘-ll.- e. the mode of forma
tion of a town situated upon a onfluence of river
Everything e ntributes to render Liingen a kind
of antithesis, built in the m st of a landsecape,
»

which is another antithesis. The town, hemmed in
to the left by the river, to the right by the stream,

nele; 1 Wle

develops itself in the form of

midst of which is a Gothic church ba ked by a
Roman citadel. This last 1s of the first century, ant

having after served as a stronghold to marauding
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: T
now contains the earden of the curate

In the church, which is of the 15th ¢

v, stands i
|i|\' tomb of E}H' 1'-l-|.1: | sorcerer il.l]":' emy of
Holzhausen, whom the Eleetor of .\1..\= would
have burned as a magician, if he had not preferred
to hire him as an astrologer. In the direction of
Mavence., commences the verdant and fertile coun-
try \ui' the Rheingau, and in that of Coblentz, the
mountains of Leyen knit their savage brows. Here
nature laughs like a beautiful nymph frolicing

upon the grass; while there, on the contrary, she

scowls like a rechining gant.

Numerous remembrances, represented in one i

stance by a forest, in another by a rock, in another !
by an edifice, present themselves in this corner of

the Rheingau. Lower down vonder green hill 1s

the joyous Johannisberg, at the foot of which stands

the formidable square fort flanking the angle of the

strong town of Rudesheim, for some time the ad

vance-post of the Romans. On the summit of the

Niederwald 1-1,'[-1:'—:'1' 17':‘!‘_'\". , On the ]I-]'iu".- or a

fine forest, upon a hill commencing { trict of
Rhin 1 which in old time bar {
DASS tands a small temple witl te :
not 1 the 1 nda of a Par | ollec-1
on tl of the iperb and ¢ Ehren
CcoOl i1 { ] in 1!' 1 1 ‘}' ne ‘. ': | :\
Sieefric e a formidable citadel N iperb
ruil | baby-hi predominates, and h
ates the tortro

On the other side of the RI ( upon the R

pert berg, which looks towards Niederwald, amon ;
the ruins of the convent of Disibodenl the
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1L segems
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BINGEN {
. i
5 ['he poor devil was a young scholar, pale serious, ;
B much addicted to entomology, and a little in love '
2 W { chambermaid : a common characterist !
s 1 men: thoueh, by the way, a learn | man m '!
: love to me a problen How 1 possible to re
{ the crosses, jealousies, angers, and t tim
ol vith il solicitude 1id unceas x edita
- tions essential to the life of a schola: How, for

{¢ 1
: quantit o> 1 n iz 1 at Ply 1 1
2 Ly Wi ecu ( 1oT Ui ( :
of a tender | gsion 7 |
] - .
§ | rme I { C( Ling ougn a i SCOPH
th eventeen tl nd tacet i i eV or Don

Juan, with an apron, analysing the paratartrate
E of antimony, and the paratartrovinate ol potasl

Othello,

leaning over a lentile, attempting Lo deted
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dessert, | aske |

scarcely infer to what .'|:|1"|I!'_'-.' Il belon
words I uttered, he aceepted my proposal ; and we
entered into conversation, and made friends.

We I'IZ:'!l‘ Sev ‘.;l]
and the richt bank of the river together, for which

[ hired the boat.

Such were my adventures at Bingen. The town,

excursions to the Maiusethurm

though not large, 1s remarkable for its incessant

demands upon vour purse. A perpetual recurrence
.

'\I.Z!T!!.Eiif to drink,” leaves the tra

» close of his sojourn, reduced almost to

kreutzers and florins Darkness invisible!

Here 1s about the manner --!.1 rocecdine in I;\:l]\i'.li:

kreutzers

: .
I do not understand ?

i, 1t in Prussian money, a dollar, two
groschen, and eighteen pfenning

| beg your pardon, but I do not exactly under
stand ?

Sir, a florin is worth two francs, three sols, and
a centime ; a Prussian dollar is worth three francs
and three quarters ; a silbergrossen, twi
half : a kreutzer three quarters of a sou ; a pfenning

three quarters of a liard.”
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BINGEN

an only answer,

icht ;" open my purse, and trust

to the prov ".L';:a! honesty which 1s }J-lel‘l-:_: the
Ubian altar alluded to by Tacitus; “.dra Ubio-

sm.” Moreover the Hessians pronounce kreutzer,
Swiss

.se” the Badeners “criche,” and the

"__confusion worse confounded, to a fra-

T,
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