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ur 1s alive, Bauldouris free,” thought he,
Bauldour adores me ! What have I to fear? It

was exactly five years last night since I saw her

'S :i’\"{ one |l._i\ more. I

of female beauty!
In those days of universal good faith,

five vears

were a trifle, scarcely worth speaking of, in the sepa-

_]H\|.. i_. recognized every rmament ol scu
every ‘]'Ji\\":1i‘ porteull every nail of the draw-
bridee. He felt elated in knowine himself to be
welcome. The thr
]-|;t'\'=1 as children ecems fo welcome
with the loving smile of

As he crossed the bridge, he noticed near the
third arch, a superb oak, whose summit towered
|
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« Wonderful.,” thought he. “In five years the

acorn has become oak. The :'I'IJ'JIJ-! must be ex-

cellent ! ;

Four birds were chattering in this tree, a jay, a
blackbird, a magpie, and a crow. Pecopin scar ely
remarked them, any more than he did a pigeon an 1 {
a fowl in the farmyard hard at hand. He only :
thought of Bauldour, and hastened on his way.

[he sun was on the horizon, and varlets had just
lowered the drawbridge.

\s Pecopin passed over, he heard in his rear
shout of laughter, distant, but distinct. He coul
not discover any one [t was the devil, laughing
a chuckle in his caverns below.

Under the arch was a reservoir of the most '
mirror-like smoothness : the knight leaned over it i
as over a olass. After the toils of such a journey ]
he expected to find himself in rags; and after the |

emoiions of that supernatural nieht, feared to behold
his own disturbed countenance. But either by vir-
tue of the talisman, or through the effeet of the
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isually time-worn, and he fan

upon the northern tower had thickenc
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He had only to turn it and enter. Never-
]'\\’.l.\\'-l.‘ for he was breathless with joy

and happiness, to say nothing of having mounted

five stories! Rosy flames flashed across his brow,

while his head throbbed violently, and his heart
heaved high within him. All these emotions having

radually subsided, and silence being restored in
his soul, he listened.

]

In what words are we to des ribe the « ondition of

the poor heart so intoxicated with delight?
Nevertheless, all he heard within was the

tonous humming of a whe
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