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WIXT ONE MAV 8 Y MOUNTINGAS

Ar the sound of the horn , thousands of sti

lights flickered through the forest hadows danced

among the bushes , and shouts ed in t

tance . When the horses neighed , the tre oOk

as with a storm At that moment racked

struck twelve, and lo! at the twelfth stroke ,t old

man gave another blast from his ivory horn , a

away went the dogs like shot , the vells redoubling ,

and the whole troop , ineluding Pecopin and h

patron , were off at a gallop !
The rapid , startling , and zupernatural pace wl

bore of Pecopin 50 fiercely that everv stroke ofet !

horse ' s hoof told upon his brain as if it were

the pavement , inebriated him as if with wir

EXcite hin U i on the fie of 1 ttle Lt

gallo p which began like the wind , but ended in a

Whir

LI est was immense , the hunte n 6

Gladees 60 led g ade The WI Lv

hound ere in full er whennt

outline of a huge sixteen - horned stag wa en bound

ing here and th 10 Thel night ' s horse was terr

bloyn The tree bent dowunt WItne 11

terious chace , and bent back again after having
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· —seen it . Super ok horns were heard

at intervals , and the clarion of the

where he was , butold hunter . Pe

on galloping near some ruins standing amidst a

— 4 9
clump of firs , he perceix a cascade tumbling from

a wall of porphyry , wl h indt him tos

that he was near the castle of Nideck . T.

he saw mountains resembling the lower Vosges

1
at last recognized the four summits of the Ban de

la Roche , the Champ du Feu , the Climont , and

Ungensberg . A moment afte rwards he was in the

higher Vosges . In less than a quarter an hour ,

his horse had traversed Giromagny , the Rotobac ,

the Sultz , the Barenkopf , the Graiss n, the Bressoir ,

the Haut de Honce , the Mont de Lure , the Tète

de 1Ours , Donon , and the great Ventron ; these high

KS

they mig

the great chain of Alsace .

At times he fancied he could discern the lakes

eared confusedly and without order

to some nt overlooking at a

nmits , as if his
these mountains bear on theit

horse were above them ; and in this guise he saw him

self reflected in the Pagan ' s Bath , the White and the

Black Lakes . But he beheld himself as transienti )

as a swallow skimming over a stream . Still , strange

and hopel - as this chace ap ! red , he felt secure

on touching his talisman , and knowing he could not

be far from the Rhine Suddenly he was enve oped

in a mist, the darkness l darker , and his

Spani h jennet set off more furiously than before .

Barely could he dis inguish the ears of his horse .

At such a moment , great must be the effort and



Heaven and vour heart towards its liege lady .

Our valiant knight , however , th Cht of both, but

st fanciedRauld NBauldour 0 maps ,

g vinds m name otk

wWthro gh

t , and by pir held a hawk

1aArrow ,
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landscape flew past him so rapidly , that , amid the

awful velocity , he could scarcely fix his thoughts .

The furious elamour of the horns was undiminished ,

and now and then the monstrous stag brushed past

through the wilderness of thickets . By degrees , the

fog cleared away ; the air became warm , the ilexes ,

cork trees , Aleppo pines , and pistachio trees re ap -

peared among the rocks A broad moon , with a

splendid halo , lit up the trees . But the calendar

marked no moonlight , for that night of mystery .ight

While rushing through a hollow , Pec Pin stooped to

snatch up a handful of herbs; and on looking at them ,

found with despair that they were the vulnerary an —

thylla of the Cévennes , the filiform veronica and

common ferula , of which the hideous leaves termi —
1

nate witl W Half an hour afterwards , the

wind became warmer , marine mirages glimmered
through Wthe Openings of the forest ; and lo ! he

stooped again and plucked more herb This time

it was the silver cytisus of Cette , the starred ane

n, the

blood red geranium of the Pyrenees , with it einq -

mony of Nice , the marine lavatera of Toule

palmed leaf ; and the dstra major , the flower of

which shines sunlike through a ring , like the Planet
Saturn .

Pecopin now perceived that he was leaving the

Rhine behind him ; having progressed two hundred

leagues betwixt the gatherings of the flowers . Har

ing traversed the Vosges and Cévennes , he was now

on the Pyrenees !

„ Rathi thought he ; and he was

about to fling himself from his horse , when he felt

his legs confined as if by a grasp of iron ; and
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‚ near the Maelstrom , the Tartarus of the ancients .

1 the navel of Oceanus the immortal ! What could

be the meaning of this never ending forest , which

seemed to encirele the globe ? The huge stag

appeared now and then , ever flyingever pursued ;5
hile the hor the ald u revailed over alWhile the horn oi the old man Prévaile OVer All ,

4 even over the uproar of the Maelstrom !
5

H Suddenly the jennet halted . The noise ceased

6 Pecopin opened his eyes once more , and beheld àE K 8
1 gloomy and colossal edifice , whose windows seemed

I to contemplate him , like living eyes. The façade
was black as a mask , but animated as a human

face .
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