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Nxr day , Bauldour was again spinning in 1

chamber , and Pecopin ing in the forest . He

Was alone An accompa ned by a Sit Qle hou 1d and

in the course of the chase he accidentally found him -

If clo by a farm , at the beginning of the forest

of S hich the limit of the d

S0 1Falkenl

wa 1towards the eastby foui

gre - in n, a pin - an oałk2 1
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appeal
˖ trees were enchanted , for at the

moment eco passed f bird ere perched

upon their branches , à y on the beech , a black

bird on the elm , a magpie on the larch , and a crov

upon the oal The chattering of these fourbirds

seemed fancifully intermingled , as if questioning
and auswering But above them all, was audible a

: 4 pigeon cooing in the thick of the wood , and a hen 5

g unseen in the farmyard of the fari

an aged man was stacking roots

APProa - h, he rose and said , „ Dost thou hear , sir

R
1 4 against the coming winter On seeing Pecopin

7the discourse of yonder birds ?



who dream , Sir Pe
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276 A LEGEND OF

When do you return ? “ inquired Pecopin .

To - morrow . “

Then J am of your party was his stout reply .

Nevertheless the chace lasted three days . On

the first , Pecopin killed the kite ; on the second , the

vulture ; on the third , the eagle . The count pala -
tine was amazed at his skill .

Sir knight, “ said he , I Ppresent you with the

fief of Rheineck , a dependence of m)à.˖ castle of Gu -

tenfels . Follow ͤme to Stähleck to receive the inves -

titure , and to profler the oath of allegiance , in pub -

lic mall and in presence of the Ppursuivants - in
maullo publico et coran gcabinis, “ according to the

is of our holy emperor Charlemagne . “

There was no choice but to comply . Pecopin

made known uto Bauldour that the gracious vill of

the Palsgrave compelled him to Proceed to Stähleck

for a serious and important affair . — Be not alarmed ,

my dear love , added he , I shall return for sure

next month . “

The messenger despatched , Pecopin followed the

pPalatine , and went to repose , with the other knights

in the suite of the prince , in the guar Lrooms of the

Castle of Bacharach .

That night he dreamed a dream . He beheld

Sonneck , the

farm , the four trees , and the four bir Is . But this

I. nor sung ,

anew the entrance to the forest of

time , the birds neither whistled , eroake -

but spoke . Their jabber , still accompanied by the

cackle of the fowl , and the cooing of the pigeon ,

became a strange dialogue , which Pecopin heard

distinetly in his sleep . The jay , after distinetly pro -

nouncing the name of Pecopin , asserted him to be à



was the strange old man ,

f
uaked within him ough he knew

When trying to recall and interpret his

fell asleep again ; and when again he

the sun was high the heavens - the sun

h drives away spectres , annihilates dreams , and

gilds the mists of the sky He thought no more ,

therefore , of the four trees and four birds , but pre —

pared himself for the toils and pleasures of the

dav .
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