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LETTER XXII

LEGEND OF THE HANDSOM PI NXNDTHI

lege nds O1 the
LrROMISED vou some of the famaoùs

Falkenberg , perhaps the most interesting that of

Guntram and Liba . But why relate a tale you

may find in any guide - book , and probabl ) better

told than J could narrate it ? Since you exact à

wonderful storv to amuse your children , here is one

which vou will find in no collection extant

send it in the state Jwrote it down under the

very walls of the old manor , with the fantastic

forest of Sonn before my eyes , and as it were under

the magie influence of the birds , trees , and winds ot

the ruins had been conversing with the veteran

now turned goatherd on the mountaines de, groun

wild and almost witchnlike singular de

for a drum - major of the thirty - seve nth light in

fantry ; and th brave soldier of the republ zeemed

to have acquire as m ich faith in the fairie sprites

and hobgoblins , as formerly in the emperor Such

is the influence oi tude upon th . mind , develol

ing the poc try innate in the souhot man She her IS

are usually an imaginative 1 AsI said before , I

wWrote this wonderful tale concealed in the very



WIILD FLOWERS .

ne , seated upon a fragment which was once a

though in the twelfth century a tower , and

a rock again - gathering from time to time

me wild flower to refresh my spirit by inhaling its

own —one of those ground - ivies that smell so sweet ,

and die so quickly —gazing by turns at the wild

flowers and the glorious heavens , while the sweep —

ing elouds , sailing gloriously past , seemed to tear

their skirts against the jagged ruins of Falkenberg .

And now eto my story !
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I

Tur handsome Pecopin was enamoure of the

Bauldour , and the fair Bauldour wase

the handsome Pecopin Lũ t

grave of Sonneck , and Bauldour daughter to

Lord of Falkenberg : one 1 Uthe forest , the ot

the mountain , and what eould be more natural

to unite the two dominions ?
greed , and B- U

The fathers consequently àgr

and Pecopin were affial

The elders and hawthorns opene Itheir blos

the sun in the forest ; thou ands of rippling

need : it was on an Kpril da



X LEGEND

bride , became consoled . The moon once risen , who

thinks of the sun that has set ?

Pecopin possessed all the essential qualities of a

man and a noblen an Bauldour Was à queen in

her castle , a holy virgin in her chapel , in the forest

nymph , with her needle the adroitest of fairies .

Pecopin loved the chace , Bauldour her distaff ,

ind there is at pindle and the

hunter asfield , his lady - fair

betwixt th

hunting horn .

sbins assiduously , the betteret Pport his absence

The hounds cry, the spindle whirls . The distan

blast of the horn , withet far - off cry of the pack
faintly issuing from the thickets , breathe a gentle

warning of “ Think of thy lover The wheel , which

compels the fair spinster to cast down her eyes
to murmur withit t voĩice, Think

und en t husband and lover

n refOl th Pinster

d

1im t admit Vever , that n was some

what over - fond of the When he was once

mounted , his f n on his vrist , or followed his

greyhound with his 6 r heard the cry of hi

0 ked legged beagle UIl n 0 0

tten void exce h1 ppiness con

sists in modera V 0 ur tastes , and

un your appet I loves horse and

d too well , affi nt xj; and he , wl
d himself too much to the gentler sex , pro -
vokes the jealousy of heaven

n Bauldour saw Pece Pin about to mount his

impatient steed , which stood snorting v th pride , as
if about te ar the weight of Alexander th* Greèeat
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when she beheld Pecopin caress its neck , and ,

sparing ot his spur , indulge the animal with a

handful of fresh grass —Baul lour became je uous

of the horse When this haughty and high - born

damsel , this star of love , youth , and beauty , saw

Pecopin caress his favourite hound and bring

fine bewitching face in eontact with the flap - eare

broad - nosed favourite , Bauldour wa lous . Shut

up in her chamber , sad and dejected wept ,

scolding her waiting women , and dwarf ; for

woman ' s anger is like the shower in the rest

which hath a double fall

In the evening Pecopin

way worn Bau still resentful da tear in

the corner of her bright blue ey - But when P.

copin Kisse dher tiny hand , she was appease d ; when

he kissed her ivory forehead , she zmiled ; for lo !

the forehead of Bauldour was of 1wory glossy , and

beautiful as that of Charlemagne ' s horn

Each then retired to their respective towers .

did not permit the valiant knight to approach her

She

waist One evening indeed he happene to touch

ind she was covered with blushe



TuI happy ce uple soadore

e to see them . P.





Nxr day , Bauldour was again spinning in 1

chamber , and Pecopin ing in the forest . He

Was alone An accompa ned by a Sit Qle hou 1d and

in the course of the chase he accidentally found him -

If clo by a farm , at the beginning of the forest

of S hich the limit of the d

S0 1Falkenl

wa 1towards the eastby foui

gre - in n, a pin - an oałk2 1
Ku n1 ˖ 6 the 01¹ E. 1 It

appeal
˖ trees were enchanted , for at the

moment eco passed f bird ere perched

upon their branches , à y on the beech , a black

bird on the elm , a magpie on the larch , and a crov

upon the oal The chattering of these fourbirds

seemed fancifully intermingled , as if questioning
and auswering But above them all, was audible a

: 4 pigeon cooing in the thick of the wood , and a hen 5

g unseen in the farmyard of the fari

an aged man was stacking roots

APProa - h, he rose and said , „ Dost thou hear , sir

R
1 4 against the coming winter On seeing Pecopin

7the discourse of yonder birds ?



who dream , Sir Pe
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276 A LEGEND OF

When do you return ? “ inquired Pecopin .

To - morrow . “

Then J am of your party was his stout reply .

Nevertheless the chace lasted three days . On

the first , Pecopin killed the kite ; on the second , the

vulture ; on the third , the eagle . The count pala -
tine was amazed at his skill .

Sir knight, “ said he , I Ppresent you with the

fief of Rheineck , a dependence of m)à.˖ castle of Gu -

tenfels . Follow ͤme to Stähleck to receive the inves -

titure , and to profler the oath of allegiance , in pub -

lic mall and in presence of the Ppursuivants - in
maullo publico et coran gcabinis, “ according to the

is of our holy emperor Charlemagne . “

There was no choice but to comply . Pecopin

made known uto Bauldour that the gracious vill of

the Palsgrave compelled him to Proceed to Stähleck

for a serious and important affair . — Be not alarmed ,

my dear love , added he , I shall return for sure

next month . “

The messenger despatched , Pecopin followed the

pPalatine , and went to repose , with the other knights

in the suite of the prince , in the guar Lrooms of the

Castle of Bacharach .

That night he dreamed a dream . He beheld

Sonneck , the

farm , the four trees , and the four bir Is . But this

I. nor sung ,

anew the entrance to the forest of

time , the birds neither whistled , eroake -

but spoke . Their jabber , still accompanied by the

cackle of the fowl , and the cooing of the pigeon ,

became a strange dialogue , which Pecopin heard

distinetly in his sleep . The jay , after distinetly pro -

nouncing the name of Pecopin , asserted him to be à



was the strange old man ,

f
uaked within him ough he knew

When trying to recall and interpret his

fell asleep again ; and when again he

the sun was high the heavens - the sun

h drives away spectres , annihilates dreams , and

gilds the mists of the sky He thought no more ,

therefore , of the four trees and four birds , but pre —

pared himself for the toils and pleasures of the

dav .
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Pycorix was a gentleman of fame , degree , wit ,

and accomplishments . Once installed at the court

of the Palsgrave , and established in his nev posses -
sions , he pleased the palatine so well , that one day
the worthy prince said to him , „ Being about my
dear friend , to send a mission to my cousin of Bur —

vundy, Ihave selected you, on account of vour Pre -

Possessing appearance , to be my messenger

Pecopin was forced to obey . Arrived at Dijon , he

made so favourable an in pression , that the duke said

to him one evening , after swallowing three large

goblets of Rhine wine , « Sir Pecopin , you are our

friend ! I am at variance with our Lord the King
of France , and the count palatine has granted me

Permission to send you to him . For know that 1

have seleeted you , on account of your lofty lineage ,
to represent me . “ Pecopin accordingl ) proceeded
to Paris . The king , who was also charmed with him ,

one morning took him aside , in a most condescend —

ing mood, “ By the Holy Rood , sir knig ht, “ said he ,

since the count palatine lent you to the Burgun —
dian , for the service of Burgundy , he cannot refuse

to lend youſto Franee , for the service of Christen -



dom . Iwant some noble lord to remonstrate stoutly

ith the Moorish viceroy in Spain , an 1 hereby name

vou my ambassador .

Nowea man may refuse his vote to the emperor ,

r his wife to the pope , but nothing is to be refused

to the King of France .

Way he sped therefore ; an Nat Granada he was

nvited to the Alhambra , and courteously welcomed

by the viceroy Day after dav , fétes were given in

is honour ; tilts with the djereed , and hawking par

in which Pecopin took a prominent part Like

most Otf the Me r8 , the chiet had most excellent

and finer sport Id ˖ be seen

S i n 1 ofet of

King of Frauce , and having terminated his

accept your adieus, ' said the Viceroy ; “ for

Ufind vou must instantly set off for Bagdad .

2 1gdad ? ꝰ exclaimed Pecopin
Uthe Moorish prrepli⸗



being of a fierce and haughty disposition , became

enamoured of his noble deportment , and sent a

black slave to him , who communicated with him

in a garden of the town , under a fine linden tree ,

making over to him

g. Lo , and behold , this amulet
2 1 1comes from a rincess who adores vou , but on whose

which exists to this very day ;

a talisman , and savin

9face you will never look . Keep it as the apple of

your eye ; for so long as you retain it , will you enjoy
perpetual youth . When in peril of your life , touel

it , and you have nothing to fear . “

Pecopin accepted the tali - „ vhich was a beau -

tiful turquoise , inseribed with hiere glyphics . He

attached it at once to his neck - chain .

And novw , my lord, “ added the slave , on quitting
him , „ attend to my last words . So long as you wear

this turquoise , time will have no Power over your
frame ; but if you lose it , in a single moment you
will add to your life all thie years you have left be -

hind you . Farewell , beautiful giaour ! “
Thus having said , the negress went her way .
The sultan , meanwhile , had scen the slave of his

sultana address the knight ; and being both jealous
and a magician , he invited Pe - opin to a feast , after

which , night having set in , he condueted him to a

high tower

Pecopin inadverte ntly advanced towards the

parapet , which was low , when the caliph addressed

him thus , „ Sir knight ! the count palatine sent

vou to the Duke of Burgundy on account of your

great fame ; the Duke of Burgundy sent you to the

King of France , on account of your high descent ;
the King of France sent you ſto the Miramolin , on



account of

sent vou to

your prepossessing

of vour looks , fame , race , an

head foremost to the devil

As he pronounce d the last

Pecopin over the battler

tated to the earth



WürN ſa man falls in an abyss , it is , as it were , a
lash of lightning , shewing him at once the life he

is leaving , and the death that awaits him . In ſßthat
critical moment . Pecopin , bestowing his last thoughts
on Bauldour , Placed his hand upon his heart , in 80
doing accidentally touched the talisman ! Scarcely
had his fingers approached the Precious jewel , when
he felt as if borne upon wings . All night he flew .
and flew ; and , at the dawn of dav . the invisible hand
which supported him laid him softly on aà solitary
Spot upon tl E Sea shore



0 able lven

re had befallen the devil Lh levil is in the

habit of carrying oft the soi ging to him in

a hod S vou in nvince you Dy exa ning

the portal of the cathed at Fribourg where he

is represe nted with a ine ' s head upon his shoul lers ,

in his hand , and a ragman ' s he upon his
A Crook

back though the devil picked up the souls of

the wicked in the heaps of dirt , wherewith the

uman race defile the corners of divine truth

Now ethe devil having a bad habit of ne glecting

to fasten his hod , thanks to the celestial aid of the

gels , many souls escape . But the devil , having

Uthis out , secured the lid ofet ! hod with

numerous padlocks Still the souls , little heeding

ich palti recautions , found means to makeet

av 1 the interstices 0t the v er - work sceing

WI the devil Wa dre edary , a 1d vith the

on Hermès ,



country of the pagans and heathens manages to

fill his hod .

The spot is quite deserted , b.

near a palm - grove , situated between Coma , the

birthplace of St . Antony , and Cli „ Whe St
Sisoës gàveèe uP the gnost

One day the devil, having made aà more success —
ful hunt than usual , was joyously fillin g his hod ,

when lo ! at a few Paces distance from him , stood an
angel , smiling . The devil shrugged his shoulders ,
and went on packing his souls , taking them as
they came , great and small ; all being fish that
came to his net . Having finished his task ,he was

the hod over his shoulder , when
alas ! he finds it impossible to raise his souls with
a single pull ; so many there were , and so over —
charged with crimes . Hav ing seized the fatal
wallet with be th hands , his efflorts were still of no
avail . He could no more move his burthen than
if it had been a rock ! «4A curse upon ye , oh
souls of lead ! “ exclaimed Beelzebub ; and he began
to swear like a trooper ; when , on turning round, he
saw the beautiful angel laughin

What are youſat , Pray ? “ inquired the evil one
in an indignant tone .

g in his face

Amusing myself at your
expense , as you may Perceive, “ replied the good
angel . I may make vou laugh on the other side
01 your mouth, “ eried Beelze bub ,
But the :

Listen , oh serpent mand give ear ! “
the name of Him who is above both thee and me .
Never shall tlthou carry off the prey thou holdest in
thy hand , until a saint fallen from Paradise , or a

in a Passion .
ingel novn assumed a Severe countenance .

said he , „ in
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the Simple of St . Anthony , and to St . Anthony of

his pig .
He talks to St. Loup of his wife Piméniole , and

does et talk to St. Gomer of „ ι,οwife Gwinmarie .

For the devil , if the prince of darkness ,is the Pprince
of flatterers ; his heart all gall , but his lips , in good

sooth , a very honevecomb .

Meanwhile four saints , renowned for their re —

je Solitary , St. Antre —

maine , St. John the Dwarf , and St . Medard , hap -

ciprocal friend

pened to be taking a walk that very day on the

borders of the Red Sea Xs they advanced towards

the palm grove , the devil perceived them without

being seen Having hastily assumed the appear —
ance of a decrepit old man , he began to utter moans

of despair What is the matter ? inquired St

Nile , approaching him . Alas ! alas ! my good

gentlemar exclaimed the devil , Come , I Ppray

ye, to my aid Lam a Poor slave , and my wicked

master 1 a merchant of the country of Fez nor

need I tell vou that the me n of Fez , the Moors ,

Numidians , Garamantuans , and all the tribes of

Barbary , Nubia , and Eg . Pt, are worthle perverse

corrupt , bold , and pitiless , from the influence of the

master i8s àa vietim toPlanet Mars . Moreover

lack bile , and the loose cough of Cicero: hence , a

deep melancholy , which renders him timid and

reserved . Still his inventions are cruel towards his

slaves, and “ Will you be so obliging as to come to

the point my good friend interrupted St . Antre —

mainc

Let me tell you , my good sir, “ replied the devil ,



hat

He has a fancy for raismanlas

hill composed of the sand ot the

the countries he visits . In Zealand ,

àa mound of filthy mud and sand ;

him sand mixed with red shells , am

find the striped cone ; an in the
(

onesus , now called Jutland , a al

sand , in which you find Occasionally

The deuce take all this rigma

Nile , To the point

N ＋
· An h Ul 1 0 18t. 90un h *

00lS Of · Lcounted the m

The minute replied the

must be from the hzuth, then

re apt to deal in hor ery , be

others to the equatoi

and beating his breast , crying aloud

good princes To complete h m

my tyrannical master compels me

L his sac on the Ca - sh

1* oulders from mor

1 nein Lre mme

tired exhausted , I re not re

h L1 everely flag ted Lar

trig nd in the eve ng was 0

ould not 1 e t to mysl

tarried here all1 t in ſear ofeut

my master . Therefore m Od

and ſor mercy ' s ke, h ˖

that Imay

master is a eat traveller , and

Friesland aff

Mlack

and he now began se

untain 01

man

4
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After listening to this pathetic appeal , St . Nile ,

St. Antremaine , and St. John the Dwarf looked full

of sympathy , and St Medard wept , which caused it

of course to rain for forty days .
St . Nile , however , said to the demon , “ I cannot

help you , my friend ; it is against my articles of faith

to touch a dead substance such as yonder skin .

„ Touch not the unclean thing, “ said Moses , and

St . Paul confirmed the interdiction . ' St . Antre -

maine , on the other hand , observed,To assist you ,

But good actions

e abstain , for the

better security of my humility . “

St. John the dwarf added , „ It is out of my powerYI

to ce to vour aid . J reach only to your waist ,

could not possibl upon your shoul

Hel

8 lard tears , exclaimed, “ My feelings

areet much unhinged , old gentleman ,to be of the
least assistance . “ And away went the four saints

to pursue their walk Beelzebub might as well

have wished them at the devil , for he was now be —

side himself . But this charitable wish , so frequent

among Christians , was in his case out of the question ;

and he had consequently only to chey the cud of

his own ill - humour . As his fiendish eyes were

larin lantly towards the sky , he deseried

a small black speck in the heavens , increasing as it
8 8

approached , till at length he saw that it was a man

— night armed and helmed - a Christian with the
1—red cross on his breast , and literally falling from the

am safe ! “ cries the demon exultingly , Here



is my Christian , in the nick of time . I failed with

the four saints , but the devil is in it if Jcannot

Prevail over a man . “ Pecopin now set foot one arth

and perceiving the old man reposing beside his

burthen , went up uto him , saying, “ Who art thou ,

friend , and , prythee , where am J ? “

The devil , recommeneing his piteous moan , replied
Vou are by the Red Sea , sir knight , and you behold

the st v hed of b 1He then implored
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first step towards obtaining it was to part it from

his body , to achieve which , he summoned to his aid ,

by certain mutterings , an invisible spirit , to whom

he issued his commands .

Everybody knows that the language spoken by

the devil in his private life is half Spanish , half

Italian , intermixed with a little dog Latin ; a fact

clearly established on the trial of Dr . Eugenio

Torralva , begun at Valladolid Jan . 10th , 1528 , and

terminated the 6th of May by the quuvi˙ο dd ſe of the

1
doctor .

Now Pecopin was far from an ignoramus , on the

contrary , he was a knighit fully entitled to benefit of

clergy . Among other branches of polite letters , he

was a proficient in diabolical dialect .

As he was placing the camel - skin on the old

man' s shoulder , he distinetly heard him utter the fol -

lowing WOI B4⁴ 0 N CM ναε ο e “,ον]n¹ẽ,jUverbht 4 ,

frappa , pi - A flash of lightning

seemed to strike Pecopin ; and a luminous idea

instantly suggested itsell . On raising his eyes , he

beheld an immense rock, suspended by some giant

over his head .

To throw himself back , touch his talisman with

his left hand , and seize hold of hi Ppoinard with

his right , so as to stab the camel - skin sack with

impetuous violence , as the work of a second !

The devil uttered aà cry of despair . The im

prisoned souls were escaping in all directions , leav -Ul Vel aping in all directions , leav

52 6
ing behind them in the sack their erimes and

wickedt a hideous heap , which , by natural sym -

path , and attraction , attached itself like a wart to

the devil , struck root in his back , and remained
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there , fixed to all eternity , between his shoulders

It is to this singular incident we are to attribute

the humpback of the evil one .

At the moment Pecopin threw himself back , the

invisible giant let fall his rock upon the devil ' s

cloven feet , and ever since he has gone lame .

There is a thunder which emanates from the

regions below , as well as a thunder from above

but the former roots up trees , and reverses the

order of nature . Pecopin trembled when a black

smoke seemed to envelope him , and an astounding

noise overpowered his senses ; a moment afterwards

he seemed to be skimming the surface of the earth

like a dead leaf driven by the winds . He had

fallen into a deep swoon !
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Ox coming to him If, he he⸗

exclaim “ Pyi sma, “ which me

he is in heaven !

his bosom , and he now heard :

. gutli , meaning “

dead ! “ and on opening his eye

nan and a young maiden kneeling by his side.

Jhe old man was bla k as night , with a long

white beard plaited in small tresses , in th ishion

of the ancient magi , and w. dressed in a tight

fitting wrapper of green sulk. The yvoung iden

was of a copper plexion ,
with large eye 0f

porce lain , and lips of coral She had also rin 0

gold at her nose ar d ears , and was exceeding fair

to look On.

Pecopin was no longer upon the borders of che

hell had lenta borne
sea . The breeze of hell had :

him into a valley of rocl

He rose : the old man

calmly into his face .

trees , the leaves cui

the flowers , which v

red . The trees sceme

—



By tl zien . Pecopin recognised the mimosa , or

tree of shame , and knew ethat he ha 1quitted India ,
1

and was in the famous country of P idiferan .

1 old man now made him a sign , Pecopin fol -

him . and some minutes afterwards , all three

were seated upon àa mat in a cabin covered with

palm Jeaves , the interior of which glittered with

precious stones . The old man , turning towards

Pecopin , addressed him in German .

My son . “ said he , Jam the man of unive rsal

knowledge , the great Et üopian lapidary , the Taleb

of the Arabs Mankind call me Zin Eddin ; the

ii know me by the name of Evilmerodach .

man vho ever penetrated into

the second . I have devoted my

ok nature , the science of things ,

to the endowment of things with the scienee Oof

the soul . Thanles to me , thanks to my lessons ,

to the rays which have fallen from my eyes during

à century , here the stones live , and the plants

think , and the animals are endowed with intellect .

It is Lwho have taught a systeme ftrue medicine

to the anima such as is still unknown to man .

taught the pelican to bleed itself , and cure it

e blind worm to eat

the bear
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vein of their thigh ; if the lizard , at the period of

changing its skin , swallow it to cure jits epilepsy ; if

the swallow cure the ophthalmia of its young with

the calidoine , which it seeks beyond the seas ; if the

weasel make a weapon of rue in its struggles with

the snake - lit is I, my son , Iwho taught them these

lessons of wisdom .

Till now , my instructions have been turned to

animals . Long have J waited for a human scholar ;

you are come , and Jam content . L am old and will

bequeath y5ou my hut , my jewels , my valley , and

my learning . Vou shall also marry my daughter

Aissab , who is passing beautiful ; J will teach you
to distinguish the ruby from the chrysolampis ; to

steep the mother - of - pearl in the salt - ꝓot ; and revive

the fire of the ruby by steeping it in vinegar .

Every day in vinegar adds a twelvemonth to their

beauty . We ſwill pass our lives together in picking

up diamonds , and digging for roots . Be my son ,

and I will be to thee as a father . “ „ Thanks , vene -

rable man , Laccept your offer , said Pecopin . But

when darkness came over the land , he fled from

the dwelling of Zin Eddin .
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PART VIII

THE WANDERING CHRISTIXN .

Prcorix wandered long in various countries ; to

relate his travels in detail , would be too much . He

sometimes
journeyed

sometimes with naked feet ,

in sandals , sometimes upon an ass , a 2 bra , mule ,

camel , or elephant He sailed everywhere , in all

kinds of ships ; the round vessels of the ocean , and

the long ones of the Mediterranean ; onerade

remigia ; galley , frigate felueca , polacca , and canoe ,

bark , and yacht . He ventured into the Indian gal -

leys of Bantam , and the hide - covered eraft of the

Euphrates , mentioned by) Herodotus . He was

rocked by every wind - the Levant , siroecco , and the

Sirocco mezzogiorno , the tramontano and the mon —

soon He journeyed through Persia , Peru , Bramaz ,

Tagatai , Transiana , Sagistan and the Hasubi . He

Ssaw- Monomotapa , like Vincent le Blar Sofala ,

lke Pedro Ordonez ; Ormus , like Fines ; the sa
vages , like Acosta ; and the giants , like Malherbe de

Vitre . He lost four of his toes in the desert , like

Jerome Costilla . Like Mendez Pinto , he was s Id

seventeéen times ; was aà galley - slave like Texeus

and had nearh ) shared the fate of Par 0Ol He suf

fered the plag 1e of the scurvy 80 fatal to the

negroes ; and sea - sickness , to vhich Cicero declared

death was preferable He clambered mountains 80
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high , that upon reaching their summits he vomited

blood . He made the island , which , when sought , is

never found , and pronounced its inhabitants to be

good christians . In Mid Ipalia , which is northward ,
he remarked an isolated castle in a place where there

could be none ; still the illusions of the northern re —

gions are so miraculous , that travellers should never

be astonished . He dwelt several months with the

King of Mogor Ekebas , made much of ethat Prince ,
of whose court he related all which has since been

written by the Dutch , English , and the holy Jesuits .

He became learned , thanks to the great agents , ad -

versity and travel . He studied the butterflies , and

flowers of all elimates , observed the winds by the

migrations of birds , and the currents by the migra -
tions of the cephalopodes . In the submarine re —

gions , he saw the passage of the ommastrephes
sagittatus , going towards the north pole , and the

ommastrephes giganteus going towards the south .

He saw monstrous men and monstrous monsters , like

Ulysses of old . He made acquaintance with all the

wonderful brutes , the sea - cow , the royl , the solan

goose , the sea - vulture , the adjutant , the emu , the

albatross , the capercailzie of Scotland , the fish ma -

nares which has the head of an ox , the bird chaki ,

which grows out of decayed wood ; and the boranet ,

or animal plant of Tätary , which has a root in the

carth , and browses on the grass round its oun

feet .

He killed a sea triton of the yapiara sort ,

and inspired with a tender Passion a triton of the

genus Baépapina . One day , being in the island of

Manar , about two hundred leagues from Goa . he



nets .

Uthe anvito0f the sea . Tge and partook of

t ed 14 two kinds of fish which in

˖ „ and h were seen in the miraculous

0 gnt ft a1 stles

In Seythia , he killed agriffin , ünst wl t

II aspes
v ed war to lay hold of th . Lhe

uarded This tribe would fain have made him

the king , but he fled in disgust Lastly , hen

all t wrecked ene Cape Gardaf 6 1 1 ·

ancients B ¹ and a 1 80

many adventur langers , fatigu ts , and mis -

ries, our knight Pecopin had but a singl object , to

make his way to Germany —one hope, to return to

Falkenb . one desire , that of or more behold

Ing is beloved B rul lour .

Thanl to his talisman , he ce uld neither grow

old nor die ; which was a great comfort . Xet he

counted the vears , for , at the time he reached the

frontier of France , five years had ela ] sed nee he

had seen Bauldour . Sometimes , towards evening

[ Ourne ;
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PART IX

HOwW A DWART MXNACGES TO AMUSE HiusELF IN A FoRxsr .

ONx evening , having journeyed all day among the

rocks , seeking a path that might lead him towards

the Rhine , Pecopin approached a forest of fir , beech ,

and maple , which he did not hesitate to enter . He

had proce eded more than an hour , when he struck

into a thicket of holly , juniper , and wild raspberry ,

close beside which was a marsh . Exhausted by

thirst , and attenuated by hunger , he looked out

eagerly for a cottage , a charcoal furnace , or shep —

herd ' s cabin ; when suddenly aà flock of sheldrakes

passed near him , flapping their wings . Pecopin

trembled upon sceing these strange birds , who build

their nests under ground , and which are called by

the peasants of the Vosges the rabbit - ducks .

Putting aside the hollies , he discovered stonecroft ,

angelica , hellebore , and the larger gentian . As he

was stooping to gather some , a muscle shell , falling at

his feet , arrested his attention . He picked it up ,

and found it to be one of those muscles of the Va -

logne which contain pearls .

Pecopin began to be ill at ease ; on raising his

eyes , a bustard was hovering over his he ad .

These hollies , raspberry bushes , Sheldrakes ,

magical herbs , the muscles —all these produced
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some emotion in his mind , and he was beginning

to marvel where he was , when a distant strain struek

his ear . He listened : it was a hoarse , gruff , angry

voice , at once subdued and shrill . The following

was the purport of the song :

Pecopin could no longer doubt , poor exhauste

traveller as he was , that he had att

forest of the lost footsteps full of labyrinths and

mazes , and inhabited by the dwarf Rollo , a native of

a lake of the Vosges country , situated on the sum

mit of a mountain ; and because he thence di

patches one brook to the Rhône , and mother to the

Rhine , this boastful dwarf conceives himself to be

father of the Mediterranean sea , nay of the oc- it

self ! His delight is to wander in the forest , and
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mislead travellers . The man who enters the wood

of the lost footsteps is rarely known to escape .
ftheThe voice and song were clearly those o

mischievous dwarf ; and Pecopin , sorely distressed ,

threw himself upon the ground .

VWoe is melꝰ exclaimed he ;

behold my beloved Bauldour . “

said a mysterious voice be -

never again shall

Ni / decperundum
side him . „ Such true lovers will meet again . “
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„ When , oh when ! “ ' was the instant rejoinder of

the young lover .

“ Pass a single night hunting with me in the

forest , and on the morrow you shall be at her feet .

Our chase finished , J will leave you in the morning
at the gate of Falkenberg . '

Hunt at night ? “ retorted Pecopin .
And why not , pray ?

Because it is too absurd , and too fatiguing . “
2 How do you know , 5οοι , who have never tried 2

Why do /0u / try , —you , who are too old for such

exploits
8

Make yourself easy - you will find me young

enough ! ' - replied the old sportsman .
At all events , being tired , hungry , and thirsty ,

after a long day ' s walk , it is out of my power to

mount In ) horse

The old lord unbuckled from his side a silver

mounted gourd , and presented it to Pecopin . —
Drink this ! “ said he . Pecopin raised the gourd

to his lips , and scarcely had he tasted a few drops ,
when he felt quite revived . He was strong and

alert , as if he had slept , eaten , and drunk . He

was almost of opinion that he had drunk a drop too

much .

„ Come , cried he , „ let us start and hunt the

livelong night . I desire no better . But Jam sure ,

you say, of seeing Bauldour in the morning ?

Vter spending the night with me , you hall see

her at dawn of day . “

But what guarantee do you give me for the fulfil -

ment of your promise ! f
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My presence , and the succour J have given you .

Imight have left you to die of hunger , exhaustion ,

and wretchedness , in the power of the dwarf Rollo ;

but I took pity on your case

then ! “ replied Pecopin . Aαnd
Let us away ,

at sunrise , Jam to find myself at Falkenberg . “

Ho ! there ! Come on there ! cried the old

Nimrod loudly to his suite . And having turned

d while he was thus spouting , Pecopin discovered

that he had a hump on his ba - Kk; and no sooner did

h Utempt to move , than he Proved to be lame as

At the summons of the old man, at Pof splen

d ti üghts and pr rushed from the

th of the wood , and station 1themselves at a

resveetfal distance round the aged hunter , all armed

with boar knives , he alone having a horn . Night

was set in, but two hundred attendants with flaming

torches were in waiting

zaid the master of the hunt, “



instinct . The first was from England , together with

one hundred brace of grey hounds , twelve couple of

striped mastiffs , and the same number of stag

hounds . The second set were Barbary mastiffs ,

white and red , of undaunted courage , and fit for the

chase of beasts of prey . The third group was of

Norwegian blood , yellow and wire - haired , verging

upon red , with a vhite spot upon the neck and head

staunch of scent , bold and forward for the stag -

grey dogs , with spotted backs , and legs furred like

the feet of a hare , or streaked with red and black ,

being all ofk the most undeniable breed .

Pecopin , well versed in such matters , c uld not

detect a blemish among them . The fourth pa

was formidable indeed , consisting of the large blacl

1 Werful log Oftl al bey of St . Hube rt , in the

Ardennes , short - legged nd slow, but uhich pre luces

such excelle nhou for the chace of the wild b

ud g Oe nt Like those of Norway

they were allev born gentlemen , and had e
Their head



1 821the field .

aAcCOU! l
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with a silver bit ,a gold embroidered bridle , with royal

saddle , and brocaded housings . The one snorted ,

plunged , champed , and pawed , as if impatient for

the fight . The other gazed around , as if eager only

for admiration , slightly neighing scarcely deigning

O·
to touch the earth , and assuming all the airs

rovalty . Both vwere black as ebony and Pecopin

fixed his eves with admiration of two such wondrous

animals .

„ And which do yvou choose , pray
4 inquired the

old gentleman , still smiling Pecopin instantly

vaulted into the saddle of the jennet .

Are you well in your saddle ? “ inquired the old

man ; and Pecopin having answered in the affir

mative , his aged companion , laughing heartily , be

gan to tear away the trappings and housings of

the Tartar , and seizing his mane , sprang up like

a tiger , and bestro le the magnificent animal , whie h

trembled under him in every limb ; then , grasping

his horn , he sounded such a blast , that Pecopin ,

almost stunned , could have fancied that his decrepit

chest contained claps of thunder



WIXT ONE MAV 8 Y MOUNTINGAS

Ar the sound of the horn , thousands of sti

lights flickered through the forest hadows danced

among the bushes , and shouts ed in t

tance . When the horses neighed , the tre oOk

as with a storm At that moment racked

struck twelve, and lo! at the twelfth stroke ,t old

man gave another blast from his ivory horn , a

away went the dogs like shot , the vells redoubling ,

and the whole troop , ineluding Pecopin and h

patron , were off at a gallop !
The rapid , startling , and zupernatural pace wl

bore of Pecopin 50 fiercely that everv stroke ofet !

horse ' s hoof told upon his brain as if it were

the pavement , inebriated him as if with wir

EXcite hin U i on the fie of 1 ttle Lt

gallo p which began like the wind , but ended in a

Whir

LI est was immense , the hunte n 6

Gladees 60 led g ade The WI Lv

hound ere in full er whennt

outline of a huge sixteen - horned stag wa en bound

ing here and th 10 Thel night ' s horse was terr

bloyn The tree bent dowunt WItne 11

terious chace , and bent back again after having



—

308

· —seen it . Super ok horns were heard

at intervals , and the clarion of the

where he was , butold hunter . Pe

on galloping near some ruins standing amidst a

— 4 9
clump of firs , he perceix a cascade tumbling from

a wall of porphyry , wl h indt him tos

that he was near the castle of Nideck . T.

he saw mountains resembling the lower Vosges

1
at last recognized the four summits of the Ban de

la Roche , the Champ du Feu , the Climont , and

Ungensberg . A moment afte rwards he was in the

higher Vosges . In less than a quarter an hour ,

his horse had traversed Giromagny , the Rotobac ,

the Sultz , the Barenkopf , the Graiss n, the Bressoir ,

the Haut de Honce , the Mont de Lure , the Tète

de 1Ours , Donon , and the great Ventron ; these high

KS

they mig

the great chain of Alsace .

At times he fancied he could discern the lakes

eared confusedly and without order

to some nt overlooking at a

nmits , as if his
these mountains bear on theit

horse were above them ; and in this guise he saw him

self reflected in the Pagan ' s Bath , the White and the

Black Lakes . But he beheld himself as transienti )

as a swallow skimming over a stream . Still , strange

and hopel - as this chace ap ! red , he felt secure

on touching his talisman , and knowing he could not

be far from the Rhine Suddenly he was enve oped

in a mist, the darkness l darker , and his

Spani h jennet set off more furiously than before .

Barely could he dis inguish the ears of his horse .

At such a moment , great must be the effort and



Heaven and vour heart towards its liege lady .

Our valiant knight , however , th Cht of both, but

st fanciedRauld NBauldour 0 maps ,

g vinds m name otk

wWthro gh

t , and by pir held a hawk

1aArrow ,
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landscape flew past him so rapidly , that , amid the

awful velocity , he could scarcely fix his thoughts .

The furious elamour of the horns was undiminished ,

and now and then the monstrous stag brushed past

through the wilderness of thickets . By degrees , the

fog cleared away ; the air became warm , the ilexes ,

cork trees , Aleppo pines , and pistachio trees re ap -

peared among the rocks A broad moon , with a

splendid halo , lit up the trees . But the calendar

marked no moonlight , for that night of mystery .ight

While rushing through a hollow , Pec Pin stooped to

snatch up a handful of herbs; and on looking at them ,

found with despair that they were the vulnerary an —

thylla of the Cévennes , the filiform veronica and

common ferula , of which the hideous leaves termi —
1

nate witl W Half an hour afterwards , the

wind became warmer , marine mirages glimmered
through Wthe Openings of the forest ; and lo ! he

stooped again and plucked more herb This time

it was the silver cytisus of Cette , the starred ane

n, the

blood red geranium of the Pyrenees , with it einq -

mony of Nice , the marine lavatera of Toule

palmed leaf ; and the dstra major , the flower of

which shines sunlike through a ring , like the Planet
Saturn .

Pecopin now perceived that he was leaving the

Rhine behind him ; having progressed two hundred

leagues betwixt the gatherings of the flowers . Har

ing traversed the Vosges and Cévennes , he was now

on the Pyrenees !

„ Rathi thought he ; and he was

about to fling himself from his horse , when he felt

his legs confined as if by a grasp of iron ; and
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‚ near the Maelstrom , the Tartarus of the ancients .

1 the navel of Oceanus the immortal ! What could

be the meaning of this never ending forest , which

seemed to encirele the globe ? The huge stag

appeared now and then , ever flyingever pursued ;5
hile the hor the ald u revailed over alWhile the horn oi the old man Prévaile OVer All ,

4 even over the uproar of the Maelstrom !
5

H Suddenly the jennet halted . The noise ceased

6 Pecopin opened his eyes once more , and beheld àE K 8
1 gloomy and colossal edifice , whose windows seemed

I to contemplate him , like living eyes. The façade
was black as a mask , but animated as a human

face .



AS a pal ce , vet havi

and the silence of the

Not a voice was

4its precinets Th

rounded by a boundl

vanished , and in the sky there were o

as red as blood .

The horse stoppe d

lea ling Ue

to the right and left ,

along the whole range

marl balustrad

blast of the old man

like the stormy tr

cchoed lik

darkness

On the sounds ce

castle flev Open a

A wide but C10S8e

Orè

Scemeé d

The

n1nIVỹ aà few stars ,
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1
wind , and a flood of light burst forth . The jennet

carryving the knightlashed up

history , the intervening frame - v

wood and ivory . Above , was a g

and shrubs , and in an angle

with agate , devoted to the women . The remain -

ing parts of the pavement represente 1in mosaic

the sie ge Ot Troy The hall , however , was dese rted .

Nothing could be more depressing than all this blaze

of magnificence combined with such profound soli -

tude

The jennet proceeded unurged , his hoofs re —

ounding solemnly on the pavement , till he entered

another hall , as splendid as the first , but equally
N HI „edlonely Immense pannels ot cedar , rich ! carved ,

t hadCovered the wa nWniceh ! ngenious artist ha

inserted some marvellous pictures , glitterinę with

mother - of - pearl and gold The subjects were

battles , hunts , castles , and fètes , representing castles

full of fireworks , besieged by fauns and wild men ;

tourneys and marine fights , with all kinds of vessels

sailing upon a sea of turquoise , emeralds and sap

Phire , which imitated the swell and colour of the

Occan .

Xbove these pietures was an admirabl ) executed

Irieze , representing the three Species ot terre strial

9 endowed with inte ligence , veg . , glants , men ,

and dwarfs ; in which the g 10 dwarfs Were

made to humiliate man , who is inferior in size to

the giants , and in intellect to the dwarfs .

cemed to affect a



tellation

Flavius , who

topher Columbus , who discovered

4 „ Who invented sauces ; Mars ,



four hours in spring water . Then boil

reduced to a third . Drink it leisurely , by
11 1 3 14 1
Those WUDO can àa rd it , add sugar or ambergris .

OPP site to this , on the western side , another

inscription bore as follows The Greek fire is

made of charcoal of willow , salt , spirit , sulphur ,
N R mphor It bur4 Piten meense , and camphor . ˖ ) urns even in

1 water , and consumes all it touches . “

N In another hall there was nothing but a portrait
II1 —

II
of the lackey who , at the feast of Trimalcion , went

1 1
round the table singing the praises of sauee made

* —41
4 with gum benjamin .
.

In all directions lustres , candelabra , and giran —

doles , reflected by enormous mirrors of steel and

copper , lit up these rich apartments ; in which

ecopin could not discern one living soul , thoughPeco ] t g E
1 .

he wandered with haggard eyes and troubled mind ,
1 — 1 4 4

1 Overcome by the depressing ideas which agitate

our reveries in the sombre recesses of the woods .
4 4At length he found himself in face of a dool

of metal , in which was set , encircled by a wreath of

jewels , a huge a ple . On this was vritten —

AbD V n
EVI 1 v 11
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shunters

who have left a name in history : —Th Ling
the Roman

consul , Emilius Barbula II . ; Rollo , king of the

8 Zuentibold , the unworthy son of the great

Xrnulphi King of Lorraine on, the

favourite of Charles of France ; Herbert , Count of

Vermandois ; William the Flaxen Headed , Count

of Poitiers , fſounder of the illustrious house of

Rechignevoisin ; the Pope Vitalianus ; Fandu Phus ,
Abbot of St. Denis ; Athelstan , King of England ;
and Aigrold , King of Denmark .

By the side of Nimrod sat Cyrus the Great , who

founded the great Persian empire , two thousand

years before the Christian era , bearing his escutcheon

upon his bosom , which , as every one knows repre -
sents a silver 1 crowned with a laurel , or , on a

g7 of o and surmounted by eight trefoils

withet tem

This table wa erved according to the rules of

imperial etiquette ; and at the four angles sat four

distinguished huntresses : Queen Emma , Queen

Ogive , mother of Louis d ' Outremer , Queen Ger —

berga , and Diana , who , in her quality of a goddess ,

had a canopy and saltcellar of gold , like the three

quéens .

Neither of the guests ate , spoke , or even looked

at each other . A large space in the middle of the

cloth seemed to await the repast ; but there were

numerous bottles on the table , sparkling with the

Palm - wine of India , the rice - wine of Bengal , the

distilled water of Sumatra , the arrack of Japan , the
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pamplis of the Chinese , and the pechmez olf the

Tur

in Here and there , in richly enamelled pitchers ,

E foamed the beverage called by the Norwegians

at by the Goths “ by che Corinthians 50 , bynt

12 Esclavonians 01“, by the Dalmatians Oier by the

1 Hungarians ser , by the Bohemians Pir - by the

t Poles, by the French bière, and by the Great

8, Negroes resembling devils , or vils re

negre it i one, serv tal v naſ

on their arm, ewer in r hand . 1

guest had aà dwarf by hi Ex

had her grey LI 0 f1

P netrating the 1 Val 0

of this hall , discovered among the forest f colun

a multitude of spectators all . like himself , mounted

I8 and equippe d for the chace . Shadows , from their

mistiness ; statues , from their unn obility ; Spectres

f from their silence . Among the nearest , he thoug

he recognized some of the knights who had a

n panied the old man in the forest of lost footste ]

As Lhave already stated , the most awful silence

5 vailed ; you might as well have expected a voice

tl U WI n it was coni ed, a

the g7 emblage

1in tl itter dark Pecopir

0 was 1 he marre et a dew starte

2 fron Pore
8 the fthe cha

were renewed , distant , but violent ever ; amid

e which the horn of the old man nded in triumpl

0 splendour a call or ) Whicl me cent

afterwards , was recovered by Roland de Lattre
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and which procured to thatinspiration ;
musician , the 6th of April , 1574 , the honor of

ing ereated by Gregory XIII . knight of the

golden spur , de numero participantium !
Xt the

sound the mighty Nimrod rose from table ;1

Abbot Fandulphus half turned round ; and

upon his right arm , sud -

the

Cyrus , who was leaning

his attitude to the left .
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entered , was t

dred varlets bearing uveP n An

to that by which Pe

umense gold trer

the sixteen - horned stag , smoking

torches , came the old man , horn in hand

ry of the hounds and horn apl roached .

1

A

opin had

hrown open ; and he saw two hun —

nher

in a sea of gravvy .

In front of the varlets , bearing their flaming

upon his Tartar steed , white with De

mounted

foam He

longer blew his horn , but smiled ce urteously in the

midst of the bellowing hounds , still led on b/ the

P7 cer in the black mask .

The moment the

torches turned bl
The hideous Anin

Procession entered the hall ,

At

iue , an

als ,

the

with

the 1

d

the Ir

08

1CelsS of their n

shouted

his

Wit

h

uppheati

ike immobility ,

guests

d surveying



N.
1

4

4
I

I.

E
I

KII 1

K
Ki

K

ALEGEND OF

delle signore , domini et dominæ , amigos mios , com -

ment va la besogne ? “
„ Vou are late, “ said the brazen guest , in a

brazen voice .

J had a friend with me , to whom J wanted to

Show something of hunting, “ replied the old man .

„ « It is time , however , that you came ! “ replied

Nimrod ; and at the saame moment he pointed with

his thumb over his brazen shoulder , towards the

further extremity of the hall .

Pecopin ' s eye followed the indication of the giant ;

and he saw , vaguely deſined upon the black walls ,

luminous arches , like windows , which seemed to re -

ceive the first light of the dawning day .

„ Well , well ! “ resumed the hunter , “ „ we must

fall to in better earnest . And 1o ! the varlets

bearing the stag , assisted by the negroes , prepared
to set the dish upon the table , at the foot of the

seven - branched candlestick .

Pecopin now put spurs to his jennet , which ,

strange to say , obeyed the hint : no doubt on

account of the approach of day , which is not favor -

able to the interests of magic . Passing betwixt the

varlets and the table , he stood up , sword in hand , in

the stirrups , looking sternl ) . and straight into the

sinister faces of the guests and the aged hunter ,

exclaiming , with a voice of thunder : Whoever you

be , — demons , ghosts , spectres , or emperors ,
—1

charge ve, move not a step ; or , by the saints ! I will

teach you all , even you , oh ! man of bronze , the

weight of the iron heel of a living knight , upon the

pale visage of a phantom . I am perhaps in a

cavern of shadows ; but I will do real and terrible
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deeds ! As for you , old man , you can doubtless

draw your weapon , Who so bravely wind a horn .

Defend yourself , then ! for were you Pluto , the lord

of hell , Iwould eleave you from head to heel . “

Softly , softly , my noisy friend ! “ replied the old

man . We will talk over business after supper . “
This insolence exasperated the knight SDe

fend yourself , old man, “ cried he . Promise - breaker ,

Lsay , defend yourself !

Hijo a little patience , if you please, “ retorted

the old gentleman

Draw , Isay ! “ persisted Pecopin .
Pho , pho ! my excellent friend , you are over —

hasty

äGCGive me back Bauldour , then ! “ said the knight ,

give me back Bauldour , as you promised . “
How know vou that Imean to disappoint you ?

zut what will you do with her , pray , when you see her

agair

She is my betrothed , and must become my
Le ü vered Pecopis

X fir vou would make , truly, “ said th

h After a vhat

K1 d
examj

1 by
the n

Lar most dis

Xti eEst „ LSa or Jexterminate both
1 Pecopin Another
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cold rays of daylight had penetrated the cavern ,

and , excepting the old man , all began to vanish .

The lights and torches became gradually extin -

guished . The pupils of the spectres ' eyes , for a

moment vivified by the threats of Pecopin , became

dim as ever ; and he began to see through the

brazen mass of the giant , as through a veil , the

columus at the extremity of the hall .

His horse became impalpable under him , and

sinking to the earth , the feet of Pecopin nearly

touched the ground . And lo ! a cock crew , with a

shrill metallic sound , which penetrated the ear of

Pecopin like a blade of steel .

At the same instant a chilling gust blew through

the hall , and his horse fell under him . He tottered

and fell . When he rose up again , the whole scene

was changed ! All had disappeared . He found

himself alone , with a drawn sword in his hand , in a

ravine overgrown with briars , elose beside a bubbling

spring . The door of an old castle was elose at

hand ! ) ay was dawning around him ; and , on rais -

ing his eyes , he shouted for joy .
That castle was the Castle of Falkenberg !



Tur cock erowed again , and this time the sound

proceede 1 from the barnyard of the castle The

bird . whose voice had dissobved the enchanted

palace with its nocturnal hunters , had perhaps

pecked erumbs from the blessed hands of the beauti -

ful Bauldour .

Oh ! power of love ! generous energy of the

fheart ! glorious expansion of sentiment and passion !

Scarcely had Pecopin beheld his beloved home ,

when the freshh and dazzling image of his bri le

˖ hine outbefore him . The woes of the

riou
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L

1 whose eyes were directed at once toward light and

04 darkness ; and who divided his allegiance between

— N Gop and Sylvan II . , and the devil , in combination
4

with Gerbert the magician . Towards traitors and
K hypocrites , hatred becomes a virtue . Every well —

thinking Parisian owes a stone to Perinet Leelerq .
KiI a Spaniard to Count Julian , a Christian to Judas ,

1 all men living to Lucifer . Let us not forget that

K Gop places day by the side of night , good near evil ,

the angels of light confronting the power of dark -
8

N ness . The austere teaching of providence results

from this sublime and eternal antithesis . The

Eternal Voice cries aloud eternally , Choose ! “

In the eleventh century , he opposed to the

cabalistic priest Gerbert the pure and erudite

A Emuldu . The magician became Pope , the holy
9 sage a physician , so that men were enabled to ex -

1 1 * — 820—
amine , by the self - same light , the fair science

attired in robes of black , the black art in robes of

honour . Meanwhile , Pecopin had sheathed his

sword , and was proceeding towards the castle , the

windovws of which , glittering in the sunshine , seemed

to exchange smiles with the dawning day .
As he neared the bridge , a voice behind him

whispered , „ Sir knight of Sonneck ! say , have 1

kept my promise ?
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PART XVI

DrRATINGWHETHER A MAN CAN RECOGNISE A MN HxR HArn

NEVER SEEN.

Prcortð turned round , and saw two men among the

bushes : one being the masked pricker , Pecopin

trembled . He carried under his arm a large red

portfolio The other was a little old man , humped ,

lame , and hideous . It was he who was so familiar to

Pecopin . But Pecopin vainl ) attempted to recall

his face .

„ Sir knight ! “ inquired the humpback , have

you forgotten me ? “

„ Vou are surely the slave from the Red Sea ? “

said Pecopin .
Say rather the hunter of the wood of Lost

Footsteps, “ replied the man . He scemed reluctant

to announce himself as the devil !

Be what vou will , since vou have kept vout

word , and Jam at Falkenberg , and about to see

Bauldour again , replied the knight , Jam your

humble servant , and thank you in all sincerity

What did Janswer last night , when vou took

me to tasłk

Vou bad me take Patience

So say Lagain ! Vou vere too hasty in reproving 9

me; perhaps you are as mu h so in thanking me
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So speaking , the devil assumed an inexpressibly
cunning look . Irony is the favourite cast of coun -

tenance of the devil !

What means all this ? “ said Pecopin , beginning
to quake .

The devil pointed to the masked pricker . “ Dost

thou remember that man ? ꝰ

I do ! “ said he .

Dost know him ? “

J do not ! “

The pricker unmasked , and discovered the face

of Erilangus . Pecopin stood confounded !

Pecopin ! “ ' resumed the devil, “ Vou were my

creditor ; owed you two thingsthis hump and

this elub foot . Jam fond of paying my debts like a

gentleman , and sought out Erilangus in order to

ascertain your tastes . He told me you were passion -

ately ſond of hunting . On learning this , L said

that it were a pity but you should see the famous

Black Hunt . At sunset Imet you in the thicket ,

and in the wood of Lost Footsteps . I arrived in the

nick of time . The dwarf Rollo was about to take

vou for himself ; and I therefore made free vith

you .

Pecopin was now trembling in every limb .

„ Had you not possessed your talisman, “ added

the devil , „ I should have kept you for my own .

But J am well satisfied that things should be as

they are . To be palatable , vengeance ought to be

dressed with a vari0 ty of sauces .

To the point , demon ! “ eried Pecopin , scarcely
able to 81 eak .

To reward Erilangus ſor his revelations, “ re



sumed the fiend, “ Jhave made him my seere tary of

state . The plan is worth something !

Trifler ! “ exclaimed Pecopin , in utter despair .

461 promised you, “ grave Iy resumed the devil ,

that after this night ' s chace , at sunrise L would

take vou back to Falkenberg . Here you are !

Gne word more ! Is Bauldour still among the

3*
living

The devil nodded affirmatively .

„ Is she married ?

66 No ! “

“ Has she taken the veil

No ! '

Does she still love me

Xs much as ever ! “

„ In that case, “ cried Pecopin, “ whoever vou be ,

and whatever happens , Irepeat my thanks ! “
So much the better ! “ exclaimed the de vil .

„ Woe are both satisfied with our bargain .

So sayving , he seized Erilangus in his arm though

bigger than himself , and twisting h sdeformed leg

round the other , raised himself on the point ot his
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PART XVVII .

PRcorix shrugged his shoulders

Bauldour is alive , Bauldour is free , thought he ,

öBauldour adores me ! What have I to fear ? It

was exactly five years last night since Isaw her

last ; and it is now five years and one day more . I

shall find her lovelier than ever .

Twenty is the crowning age of female beauty !
In those days of universal good faith , five years
were a trifle , scarcely worth speaking of , in the sepa -
ration of lovers .

Thus soliloquising , he approached the castle , and

joyfully recognized every ornament of sculpture ,
every spike of the Portcullis , every nail of the draw -

bridge . He felt elated in knowing himself to be

welcome . The threshold of the door on which we

played as children , scems to welcome us as men ,
with the loving smile of a mother !

As he crossed the bridge , he noticed near the

third arch , a superb oak , whose summit towered

above the Parapet .
It is odd enough, “ thought he . No oak used

to stand there of old ! “

He then remembered that previous to the day
he had met the hunt of the Palatine , in Pplaying
with Bauldour , he had scattered some acorns on the

sPot .
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« „ Wonderful, “ thought he . In five years the

acorn has become oak . The ground must be ex -

cellent !

Four birds were chattering in this tree , a jay , a

blackbird , a magpie , and a crow . Pecopin scar - ely

remarked them , any more than he did a pigeon an

a fowl in the farmyard hard at hand . He only

thought of Bauldour , and hastened on his way .

The sun was on the horizon , and varlets had just

lowered the drawbridge .

As Pecopin Passed over , he heard in his rear a

shout of laughter , distant , but distinct He could

not discover any one . It was the devil , laughing

a chuckle in his caverns below .

Under the arch was a reservoir of the most

mirror - like smoothness : the knight leaned over it

as Over à glass . After the toils of such a journey

he expected to find himself in rags ; and after the

emotions of that supernatural night , feared to behold

his own disturbed countenance . But either by vir —

tue ok the talisman , or through the effect of the

elixir administered by the devil , he found himself

looking handsomer and younger than ever !

What astonished him most , was the magnificence

of his dress . In the confusion of his ideas he could

not make out how he came to be so splendidly

equippe I; he looked like a Prince or Genius

While thus contemplating himself , he heard a

still louder and more joyous laugh than before , but

still he saw no one . The devil was laughing in his

sleeve . Pecopin traversed the . irtyard of state

6and the men - at - arms leane lover the walls to look

him , but he recognized none of them , nor they him
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The maidens wringing out the linen also turned

round to gaze , but there was not a familiar face in

the group . He was so good - looking , however , that

no one interrupted his progress ; good looks are

the credentials of good birth and breeding .
Knowing his way , he turned straight towards the

winding staircase leading to Bauldour ' s chamber .

In passing through the court , the walls had struck

him as unusually time - worn , and he fancied that the

0

ivy growing upon the northern tower had thickened

beyond all measure , as well as the vines on the

southern side . But a true and loving heart does

not pause at such a moment , to ruminate on trifles !

Arrived at the turret , he with difficulty recog - —
nised the door . The vaulting of these stairs was

screw - eut , and geome trically suspended , and at the

departure of P. copin , Bauldour ' s father had recon -

structed the entrance with the beautiful white stone

of Heidelberg . This entrance , though only built

five years , was now dark and moss grown , while

under the archway several swallows hade stablished

their homes . But was it a time for a man in love

to ponder upon the construction of swallows ' nests ?

Could flashes of lightning ascend a staircase , 1

should compare them to the movements of Pecopin .
In the twinkling of an eye he was on the fifth story ,

near the chamber of Bauldour , the door of which

was still the same , neither black nor changed , but

gay , neat , and spotless ; the brass work brilliant as

silver ; and the knots of the wood sparkling as a

maiden ' s eye . All was evidently carefully Iooked

to by the waiting - women of Bauldour .

The key was in the door , as if Pecopin had been
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expected He had only to turn it and enter . Never —

theless , he paused , for he was breathless with joy

and happiness , to say nothing of having mounted

five stories ! Rosy flames flashed across his brow ,

while his head throbbed violently , and his heart

heaved high within him . All these emotions having

gradually subsided , and silence being restored in

his soul , he listened .

In what words are we to describe the condition of

the poor heart 80 intoxicated with delight ?

Nevertheless , all he heard within was the mono

tonous humming of a wheel
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PART XVIII .

WIERE SEMOUS MINDSMAV FIND OUr WRHICRHIS TRE M0O8SIf

IuPERTINENT OF MErxphHoxs .

Tur wheel was probably the wheel of Bauldour ;

still it was possibly that of one of her attendants ;

for Bauldour ' s oratory was close to her chamber ,

and there she often passed the day , and though

she span much , she prayed more .

Thus cogitated Pecopin , yet still he listened to

the whirl ofk the wheel with delight . Such is the

weakness of a man in love , above all , when Possesse d

of an expansive heart and a great mind

The state of mind of Pecopin wa composed 01

the ecstasy which dwelt upon its joy , and the eager -

ness which would bring it to an issue

Pecopin , finally summoning courage , Pplaced his

hand upon the ke y, the door yielded , he opened and

entered the chamber . Alas ! “ he exclaimed , “ Lwas

mistaken , it was not Baul 10 Ir 1 heard , it was an

old woman , nay, an old fairy , for fairies alone attain

such fabulous age and centenarian derere Pitud - 2

The duenna appeared to be in her hundredth year .

Imagine , if you can , a human being bent , broken ,

tanned , freekled , wrinkled , and withered ; with white

hair and eyebrows , black lips and teeth , yellow
palsied , and hideous . Even such ͤa venerable and
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horrible creature as this was seated crouched beside

the window , her eyes fixed upon her wheel , and

holding her spindle like one of the destinies . She

was doubtless deaf , for , on Pecopin ' s opening the

door , she seemed not to heed him . Still , the knight

made her an obeisance , as is due to such prodigious

age. Good mother , said he , approaching her ,

„ vhere , IJ pray you , is Bauldour ? “

The centenarian raised her eyes , let fall her

thread , trembled in all her members , uttered a feeble

shriek , half raised herself upon her chair , xtended

her skinny hand to the knight , and said with a

weak and reedy voice , as if proceeding from a tomb ,

8 Pecopin ! what are you in need of ! Masses for

the repose of your poor soul ? Oh holy saints ! what

has brought you up from the dead ?

* My good woman, “ replied Pecopin , laughing

and talking loud in order that , if at hand , Bauldour

might hear him , „ I am not dead . It is not my

ghost you sce , but Pecopin himself , in his own flesh

and blood . I want no masses , but a kiss from my

beloved Bauldour , whom J love more tenderly than

old lady ?
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PART XIX .

DryINE PHILOSOPHY OF Foun SadESs ON TwWO LxGS.

Honnon - srRUCSES and afraid , Pecopin fled down stairs ,

crossed the court and bridge , scaled the precipice ,

leaped the torrent , rushed through the bushes , and

took refuge in the forest of Sonneck .

He ran all day like a madman escaped from

durance . He still adored Bauldour , but abhorred

her spectral representative , and could not disen -

tangle the perplexities of his mind , memory , and

heart . Evening approached , and seeing before

him the towers of his ancestral castle , he tore off

threwethem into the torrent of Sonneck . He then

tore his hair , and found that he held a handful

the rich garments given him by the devil , and

which was grey .

Suddenly his knees gave way under him , and he

was forced to support himself against a tree . But

1o ! his hands were completely wrinkled . In his

impatience , he had unfortunately torn off his talis -

man , and thrown jit into the torrent with his clothes !

The menaces of the slave of the sultana were in⸗-

stantly accomplished . He had aged by a hundred

years in the space of a moment ! And thus , in the

morning he had lost his love , and in the evening



igh resounded in

he devil was en

utter enxtremit ;

pport himself , he

hich was happily not far
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