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FRox Lorch to Bingen is about two German
Vou knov my habit of m
is far as possible lothing more delightful than

ich a mode ot travelling On foot , you are free
and light - hearted , and have all the incidents of the
road to yourself . Vou may seek your breèakfast at
a Cl ytl sha L0 of the trees Or the 11 8
Of s hurel you go or stay, free from interi PtionOr restraint Exereise fosters reff tion , and reflec -
tion ktens fatig the beauty of the country )
beguil the length of the journe which is no
longer travell J, but wandering yielding at everà
Step ome new eidea, as i arm thougl Ere
hovering , gnat - like round one ' s head . Sometime
scated in the shade , on the side of a J gh road ,
near some bubbling spring emit ing life an rengt
an elm full of birds for my canopy , a hay - field hard
by, quiet , seren - dreami dreams of joy, Jhave
viewed vith compassion the travelling carriage roll —

sparkling and rapid affair u ich con
pid , heavy , and wearied beings - —like aflash

ightning impelling a tortoise .
Oh ! hov quickly would those tr — ellers , peo ]often Possessing ing both mind and heart , escape from

le



their splendid prison where the harmony of the

lost in the stifling dust of the road ,

could they but know what myriads of flowers lie

hidden in the bushes , what gems are conceale in

the flint , what houris among the rural nymphs they

Pass without a gla Oh ! rich and endless joy of

the pedestrian V. p⁰

To the man on foot , moreover , not only ideas, !

adventures , occur in throngs . Some men delig

ing such things Lovn 1 prefer the reèealltynven

This reminds me that , about eight years ago ,

from Paris ; I forgetwent to laye, àa jlew leag

for t purpose U Iremember is derived n

ö the follo N 10 Une n myſnote De 11

transcribe , as pert
nt to what Jam about to nar

rate

R lon the ground - floor , a burying - ground

on the first storv, a few houses on the second , con

titute Cla The cemetery has a terrace v th

balcony upon the cana from which the manes of

Peasant Clave may hear the music in the pa

ge - boats from Meaux . In that country , you are

not interred , but interraced —as good a m l0

interment a uny other
Lwas returning to Paris on foot , having

early , when , about noon the shade of t! ˖

Oof Bond tempted me, near a 1dde ˖

roa Lsat dovwn at the foot of an oak gar

to scribble the note vou have just been perusing

Xs I finished the f. urth line, which perceive to

be written at an unusual distan I᷑

raised my eyes, and beheld

the ditch , not far from me , aàa bea sternſ )



But one is often

some rock
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upon the matter . I acce pted the bear as an inoffen -

sive spectator , and resumed my fifth line , which , as 1
have said alre ady , is wide apart from the fourth ,

from having at first kept my eye ſixed upon the

bear .

While writing , Isaw a large fly settle on the

lacerated ear of my spectator , on which he raised

his paw , and gently passed it over his ear , with an

exquisitely feline grace . The fly flew off ; he watched

it for a moment ; then seizing his hind - feet with his

two fore - pauvs , paused in that classical attitude ,

began to conte mplate me .

By this time he had inspired me with the deepest

interest ; and fin ling myself completely at my case ,

began to trace the sixth line ot my note , when 1

was interrupted by a rush of hurried steps ; and

behold ! a black bear made its appearance , the

first being yellow ! The newly arrived bear came up
at a brisk trot , and Perceiving the yellow bear , rolled

himself gracefully at its feet , but he was heedless of
1this familiarity , and the black bear qually so of

must confess that at the approach of this new

apparition my hand trembled . ILVas about to write

the line about the dead hearing the music , and mà

manuscript shows a wide interval between the v



LILE SEVEN SAGES .

when another bear trotted up , red , diminutive , an

ped , still more lacerated and bloody than the

then a fourth , a fifth , and a sixth I —These last

crossed the road like v alking gentlemen at the

back of the stage , without looking right or left , and

as if Pursued . I now heard howls and shouts at a

distance , and seven or eight men , armed with iron -

shod sticks , struck across the road , tracking the

bears . One of these men halted , and while the

others had seized upon the animals and were carr

ing them off muzzled , he explained the meaning ot

my curious adventurée .

The director of the Circus at the Barrière du

Combat having sent his dogs and beasts to exhibit

in the town of Meaux , the animals travelled on

foot Kt their last halt the bears had been un -

mu to feed, and in the absen eof their keei r8S8

had ped taken to the road These bears

were nothing but strolling player should have

lost the diversion of this adventure , however , but

for tra U n foot

Dante relates , at the beginning of his

poem , that he met a panther one day in àa wood

then a lion , afterwards a wolf . If tradition be true

the Seven Sages of Grecce their travels in Pho

nicia , Egypt , Chaldea , and India , met with man

zuch adventures . They each met a different animal

Just : Ever ag 0 Herent orde

V Thal Of Milet N Pursu 11

Win flin: B of Priene journeyed side !

ide with a lynx : Periander of Corinth scowled

back t Ivance of a leopar 1: Solon of Athens ad
XIie

zull : Pittacus of Mity
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ene faced a rhinoceros : Cleobula of Rhodes was
attacked by a lion ; and Chylon of Lacedæmonia , by
à lioness . Upon a closer examination of all these
feats , we might , Perhaps , discover that the animals

were mere show - beasts escaped from their van , while

travelling for the purpose of exhibition

Had J related my own adventure in a suitable

manner , in two thousand years Ishould have been

Pronounced an Orpheus . Dici

tigres . “ My friends the Circus bears furnish a ke
for many prodigies , and , with due respect tont

Doet and Philosophe rs of Greece , 1 have little faith

Power of a syllogism to subdue a hyœna , though otf

in the virtues of a strophe to repel a l opard , or

opinion that man has Possessed for ages thesecret
of subduing lions and tigers , of deteri brating the
animal species , and brutalizing the beasts !

Man has always imagined that he achieves a Pro
6 is feat when , by dint of skilful tuition , he sub —

tutes stupidity for ferocity . Everything co
dered , it may be so ; for otherwise I. as well the

ven sages, might have been devoured . Since 1

am embarked in the hapter of reminiscene - t

you one mol

Lou remember G — , that erudite old poet , who
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APOEr .

It was just then his pleasure to insist upon the

existence of the basilisk . Pliny mentions it, “ said

he . „ It is known in the country of Cyrene , in

Africa ; is twelve fingers long , has a white spot on

its head , forming a sort of diadem ; and when it

hisses , the serpents fly . “ Holy writ assigus wings to

the basilisk . It is asserted , that in the time of St

Leo there existed at Rome , in the church of St .

Lucius , a basilisk , which infected the city with its

breath . The sainted pope approached its pesti -

lential retreat , and Scaliger says , in rather grand

style , „ extinguished it with prayer . “ G — vas

further pleased to assert , on seeing my ineredulity

as to the basilisk , that particular spots possess

peculiar influences upon eertain animals : that at

Zariſa , in the Archipe lago , the frogs do not croak ;

that at Reggio , in Calabria , the crickets do not sing ;

that the boars are mute in Macedonia ; that the

serpents of the Euphrates do not sting the natives

even when asleep , but merely foreigners ; whereas

the scorpions of Mount Latmos , innocuous for

foreigners , give mortal stings to the inhabitants

In this way he kept putting a thousan questions
to me , or rather to himself . “ Why, “ said he, are

there such an abundance of rabbits at Majorca an

none at Vvica ? Why do the hares die at Ithaca ?

Why is it impossible to find aà wolf at Mount

Olympus ? a sereech - owl in the island of Crete

or an eagle in that of Rhodes ?

On sceing me smile , he interrupted himself

Laugh , it you will . “ said he ; “ but

opinions of Xristotle

lich J rephed ,
“ My dear friend , such learn
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ing is obsolete . There is dead erudition , just as

there are dead languages . “

83 replied , with his usual serene air , “ Vou

are right . Science has its span of life : art alone is

immortal . One man of science casts his prede —

cessor into the hade ; but as to the great poets of

old , they may be equalled , but never surpassed
Kristotle has met with his master ; but Homer re —

mains unapproached . “ And having fallen into a

reverie at the elose of these observations , he began

to look for flowers in the grass under his feet , or

poetry in the clouds over his head .

In this guise we arrived at Milly , where you

still see the vestiges of àa ruin , famous in the seven -

teenth century for a trial for witchcraft . A loup -

cervier , or horned wolf , desolated the eountry . The

noblemen belonging to the king ' s hunt , assisted by

a vast rèetinue of varlets , pursued the beast into

these ruins , which were presently surrounded .

They entered , and found a hideous old woman ,

under whose feet lay the wolf - skin , which the devil

had not found out in time to ecarry off. The old

lady was burnt upon green faggots , before the

ortal of the cathedral of Sens !

This took place in 1636 , the year in which Cor -

neille ' s Cid ' was first represented .
às Lvas relating the story to G , Listen 4

said he ; and lo ! we heard , at hand , the trumpet of

some mountebank . G — had always a taste for

that sort of music . “ The world, “ said he , “ is

full of strange imposing sounds , of which the tin

trumpet is the parod ) While legists plead upon

the political stage , while rhetoricians personate
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Pon the scholastic stage , Lwander into the mea —

dows , class the insects and the blades of grass , and

adore the greatness of my Creator . It delights

on the other hand , to listen to that emblem of the

insignificance of man , this mountebank and his

ironical blast . The mountebank completes my

study ; and J fix the human insect upon a card , pin

him there like a scarab or a butte rfly , and class

him among the ephemera . “
8 enticed me towards the spot from whence

arose the noise —a mean hamlet called , J think ,

Petit Sou , reminding me of that burgh of Aseculum

upon the road from Trivicum to Brindes , which
44was the eause of those lines by Horac

Ascùdlum in fſact cannot ſorm Part of an Alexan -

drine line

It was the village festival . Th Pla the churel

and the mayory were all in their ! lay clot

The heavens themselves appeared coquettishlà

decked out with white and rosy clouds , to greet
the auspicious day . Chubby children and young

maidens were gazing calmly on the scene , or Port
ing upon the greensward beside the elders ; and

farther on , a crowd was gathered round a kind ot

stage , constructed with two ards and a ladder

This was covered with the well - Known blue nd

white check awning , in which originated tl

Sical costt O1 the el ns or 7 8 0

the Continent

Near the
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a mere slit in the canvas ; and above was sus -

pended a placard inscribed in capital letters with

the word

MICROSCOPE . “

Amultitude of unheard - of chimerical monsters ,

such as were neither seen by St . Antony nor dreamed

of by Callot , fluttered around it . TwWo personages

upon this stage : one , dirty aswere already figurin :

Job , bronzed like Ptha , his beard grown like that

of Osiris , and bewailing himself like Memnon ,

having a wild Egyptian look , beating the big drum ,

and occasionally blowing a pipe ; the other looked

on , being a sort of Sbrigani , with a bearded and

ferocious face , wearing the Hungarian costume .

Around the exhibition stood an assemblage of

ast hed and bewildered Peasants ot both sexes ,

their mouths and eyes wide open . In the rear of

the tent the children were cunningly perforating

the blue and white canvas , so that they coule

easily examine the interior . As we approac hed ,

tl Egyptian ' s drum became hushed , and Sbrigani

began to speak . G listened attentivel )

With the exception of the Walk in , walk in ,

and vou shall see, “ &c . &e . , I must declare that

the Sbrigani lingo was incomprehensible to us all ,

even to the Egyptian , who had assumed a posture

of basso- relievo , and appeare to listen as religiously

as though assisting at the dedication of the great

columns in the hall of Karnac by Meneptha , father

01



TILE MOUNTERANR .

low voice . “ Vou , who have good eves and a Pencil ,
do me the favour to take down the words of that
man . “ '

was on the point of inquiring the reason of s0

strange a wish , but his attention to the proceedings
seemed more engrossed than ever . 1 therefore ac -

quiesced ; and the mountebank delivering himself
slowly , Iwrote dowu as follows : —

The family of the Scyrit is divided into two
classes : the first has no eyes ; the second has six .
which distinguishes it from the species cundανο ι,
which has two , and from the species ödelld , which
has four . “ Here G — , wl 10 was listening atten —
tively , took 0ff his hat , accosted the mountebank
with a courteous voice , and said, « Pardon me , Sir ,

you forgot to mention the group of arachne⁰id . “
MWho is it that interrupts me ? “ inquired the leetu -

rer of his clown , without either surprise or hesitation .
Vonder old gentleman . “ « Know , then , sir , that
in the group of arachnoid , I only find one species ,
the dermanyssus , Parasite of the whistling bat . “

thought, “ replied G , timidly , „ that it
Was a g4 phaqqus cursor . “

Wrong, “ replied the mountebank .
a great gulf betwixt the

FThere is

el Aag us and the der -
Since you devote yvourself to such Pro -

ſound questions , study nature

manyssus .

NcCconsult Degeer ,
Hering , and Herman Observe the çar oοο οοs ,
which has at least one of the two posterior feet com -
plete , and earunculated : the arcoptes rupicapræ ,
whose posterior feet are rudime ntal and setigerous ,
without vesieles ; the çar 7¹e 1ονπενννονA] os, which is

probably a *
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Are vou sure of that ? “ interrupted G —with

deference . “ Not absolutely, “ replied the mounte -

bank with an air of authority ; “ ove it to the

sacred cause of truth to admit that Jam still uncer —

tain ; but Iam sure of having picked a glyeiphagus

from amid the plumage of a grand - duke , and Jam

also sure that in visiting the galleries of compara —

tive anatomy 1 have found glyeciphagi in the cavities ,

between the cartilages and under the epiphyses of

the skeletons . “

FProdigious ! “ exclaimed G — .

„ But, “ resumed the mountebank , “ ſthis leads me

too far ; J will talk to you again upon the subjeet of

the glyciphagus and psoroptes . The extraordinary

and formidable animal am about to show you is

the sarcoptes . Wonderful and terrible to relate ,

the acariates of the camel , instead of resembling that

of the horse , is more like that of mankind . Henee

a possible confusion , in which may originate terrible

results . Let us consider these monsters , gentlemen .

The shape of the one and the other is much alike ,

but the sarcoptes of the dromedary is longer than

the human sarcoptes ; the intermediary pair of the

PDosterior feelers , instead of being smaller , is larger ;

the ventral facies has also its peculiarities The

ring is more detached in the Sarcaptes hominis , and

has an aciculiform point which does not exist in the

Sarcoptes dromeddrii . The latter is largest . There

is also considerable difference in the elaws at the

base of the posterior paws : in the former species

they are simple ; in the second , bifid . “

Wearied of taking down all these profound and

imposing words , Ie zuld no longer refrain from



my

ever to the mountebank ' s lectur took down hi
words , in the absorbed and

àa disciple of the School o0t Xther

Thepeasants , more and more bewildered , shared
the beatified admiration of G- for the extremes
of science and ignorance meet in the extreme of sim -

Plicity .
The dialogue of the formidable mou tebank had

completely mystified the uns - Phisticated natives of
Petit Sou . The Populace , like children , admire what

they do not understand ; they de ight in the obscure
ludicrous , and declamatory style . The more igno —
rant a man , the more he Prefers the obscure ; the

more barbarous his mind , the more he likes the com

Plex Nothing is less mple than a savage . The
idioms of the Hurons , Botocudus , and Che sapeaks ,
are so many forests of consonants ; through which ,
half engulfed in the mud of ill - dig - ted ideas , are

trained huge and hideous wor just as the ante —
diluvian monsters wallowed amid the inextricable

vegetation of the primitive world The Algon

quins express the brief and pleasing word France “
VVilti gouchioueſtendalakian /

The moment the doors were open , the impatient
crowd rushed in to behold the promised wonders .
The mitiig eααhꝭ ] alaiane of mountebanks are

à shower otf Pence , or more exalted
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coin , aceording to the order of the people they have

addressed

An hour afterwards we resumed our walk , and

reached the border of a small copse . G had not

vet addressed a single word to me, in spite of allv

mo efforts at conversation . Suddenly waking from

his absorption , and as if replying to himself , h

said And he SPOKe S80 well too !

“ On the itch ? “ said I, timidly 40On the it

replied G with Phil sophical firmness ; gravely

101adding , That man made some excellent microsco ]

observationsEreal discoveries ! “

Lventured to observe , that he had ꝓ rhaps st lied

the subject on the person ot the Egyptian Who

officiated as his valet and musician .

pondering , exelaimed, “ How prodig

melan holy subject 01 meditation ! Sease that

follows man into the grave ! The human skeleton

itselfk infected by üthe itch ! “ And he was again

silent

a man is wanted in the third elass of theSuch

Institute, “ was his next observation . There are

many Academicians , who are mountebanks ; here we

have a mountebank worthy to be an Academi

Methinks , my dear friend , Lsee you laughing , and

triking ginquiring in your turn, “ Is this all ? What a

wenture ! Boast , if vou will , of your pedestrian

travelling , which brings you acquainted v th a herd

of bears , and a 1 le of a juggler , who , in the in -

a sword , com s the verminterval of swallowin

of the camel with that of mankind , inflieting on

country bum ] kins a lecture upon omparatiwe itch
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X good travelling carriage is wretched work after
such glorious diversions !

As you please . For my part Jknow not whether
it be the emanations Proceeding from the springtide
and hey lay of yvouth which render those reminis —
cences delightful ; but Lown they still possess an

inexpressible charm ! Laugh , if you will , at the foot -
traveller . Jam always ready to start ; and if such
adventure happened to me again this ve ry day ,
should be more than satisfied

Such encounters , however , are unfrequent , and
when Iset out on foot , provided the sky be elear ,
the villages cheerful , the grass pearled with dew , the
labourer at work in the fields , the sun shining in
the heavens , and the birds singing on the boughs , I
thank the merey of Gop , and require no other re —
crèeation .

The other day , at five in the morning , having
given orders for forwarding my baggage to Bingen ,

left Lorch and crossed to the opPposite side of the
Rhine . If ever vou go that road , follou my ex

The Roman , Gothic , and Gaulish remains

Possess far more interest ſor the pedestrian tlhian
the slate of the right bank .

At

ascent , through vineyards and brush - wood , upon a

ample .

six o ' clock IJrested myselt . after a fatiguing

voleanie ridge which overlooks the castle of Fürsten
berg and the valley of the Diebach Lhave already
stated that the huge tower of Fürstenberg is said
to be round without and hexagonal within . From
the spPot where 1 stood , IsSayw deep into the tower ,
and can aflirm , if the thing interest you , that it is
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round both inside and out . Its elevation is prodi -

gious , and jits outline singular . Having immense

embattlements , and narrowing from the base to the

summit , without apertures of any kind , except long

loopholes , it resembles the mysterious and massive

donjons of Samarcand , Calicut , or Canganor ; and

you would sooner expect to behold on the summit

of this all but Hindoo structure the Maharadja of

Lahore , or Zamorin of Malabar , than Louis of

Bavaria or Gustavus of Sweden .

Nevertheless , this ancient eitadel has played an

important part in the history of European wärfare

Just as Jwas reflecting upon the variety of ladders

suecessively applied to the ribs of this stone giant ,

and upon the triple siege of the Bavarians in 1321 ,

the Swedes in 1632 , and the French in 1689 , a

woodpecker was rapidly running up its walls !

What produced the mistake ot the antiquarians is a

turret which defends the citadel on the side of the

mountain , which , round without , is crowned at its

summit with embattlements divided into six com —

partments . They mistook the turret for the tower ,

and the outside for the in .

At this early hour of the morning , thanks to the

heavy fog , Lonly distinguished the summit of Othe

donjon , the outline of the wall , and the highi crests

of the hills . Bencath me the land pe was hid

under a white mist , illumined by the rays of the sun ,

as if a eloud had descende to the carth As 1J

heard seven strike by the clock of Rheindiebach ,a

hamlet at the foot of the Fürstenberg , the wood

Pecker flew off , and Jrose from my scat During my

descent the mist ascended , and Ireached the villa
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at the same time with the rays of the sun . Some

minutes afterwards , J had left it behind , having for -

gotten to interrogate the famous echo of its ravine :
and paced gaily along the Rhine , exchanging nods
with the young artists Proceeding towards Bacharacl
their baggage on their backs . Whenever Imeet
three young men ill - accoutred , walking together on
foot , their eyes sparkling as if reflecting the faery
realms of the future , Jcannot refrain from Praying
for the realization of their dreams , and rememl ering
the three brothers , Cadenet , Luynes , and Brandes
who, two hundred years ago , set out

A

1e fine morn
ing for the court of Henri IV . having but one
cloak for the three , each of them wearing it in turns ;
and who fifteen years later , under Louis XIII . , were
the uke of Chaulnes , the Connétable de Luynes ,
and the Duke of Luxe nbourg ! Dream on, voung
me and push forward EVour time mav come !

The travelling Parties of three seem to be the
fashion on the Rhine , f. r Jhad scarcely gone half a

leag near Niederheimbach , when Iagain met
three young men journe ying on foot . They were
evidently students from one of those noble universi —
ties which at once foster old Teutonia and civili

lassiyvoung Germany . These vouths wear thee

aàawaist - girdle , and elose surtout ; hav
a staff in their hand and a Porcelain pipe in their
mouths , and , like the artists , a knapsack on the

H 1el Pon the Pipe ol the yo ingest à coat
arms was painted . They seemed engaged in

n discussion , as were the artists near Bacha
ach A 1 U

Passed me

Ca] D1 104 E, 1 92
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Ct 0
ö

6 77 7 r 96 57 K 7„ 7 K 62
me corporis anima veteres locant ↄhνονά αpν re

plied , saluting him , „ In cordeèe Nato , in sanguine
OT

Emyedocl nter du guperciliu Lucretius . “ AII
ne

ds
three smiled , 1the eldest exclaimed , 44

8 in To which 1 replied , Vivat G

8
and with another bow we parte

* Lapprove the custom ol travelling in parties ot

three iPair of lovers , if you will ; but always a

n

* Above Niederheimbach are seen the tips of the

trees of the gloomy forests of Sann or Sonn , among

6
whose venerable oaks stand two ruined castles ,

8
Heimberg , which was Roman , and Sonnech , the

f
stronghold of banditti . The Emperor Rodolph

stroyed the latter , and time the former . X& Stüill

more lonelyv ruin lies concealed among the moun

˖
tains, called Falkenberg

Lleft . as J told vou , the village behind me. The

n was ardent , while the reviving breeze from the

R become heated in its turn . To my ſright

t
was an outlet from a charming defile between two

rocks , swarming with birds ; a brook of spring - water

wollen by the rains , falling from rock to1

Assuming t airs Of aàa torrent , swecpin

ind exterminating gnats , while forming n

des among the stones zeside the stream

Path partl ) concealed by wild flowers , amarar

bindweed , wild pinks and Solomon eal, welcome
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240 A LONNTELX SPOr .

apart from mankind , and where traces of the div inity
abound , that thou mayest establish the equilibrium
of thy soul by that of solitude ? Thou wouldst fain

have light and shade , peace and vitality , change
yet serenity ; thou seekest the spot where the word

reigneth in silence , where life is on the surface
of things and eternity in their depths ; thou lovest
the desert , yet hatest not mankind ; thou seekest
the grass and moss , moist leaves . , sap - swollen
branches , warbling birds , rippling waters , and fra -—

grant perfumes . Behold , therefore , and enter ; for
lo ! this path deserves to be thy road

Thus urged , proceeded on my way . To de -

scribe what J felt in that lone Iy spot ; how ethe bees

sang round the purple foxglove ; how the copper
hued necrophoræ and the blue bee tles toc K refuge In

microscopic cells hollowed by the rains under the

roots and briars ; what wings fluttered against the

leaves ; what sprung with a dull sound in the moss ;
what twittered in the nests ; the indistinet murmur
of vegetation , mine ralization , and mysterious fecun -

dization ; the gaudiness of the beetles , the industrs
of the bee , the gaiety of the grassl Ppers , the

patience of the spiders ; the aroma , hues , blossoms ,

moans , distant cries , contests of ins - ts , cata -

strophies of anthills , the dramas Procceding in the

grass , the exhalations breathingę from the rocks, the
zun - rays smiling through the ! ugl t

ing from flowers , revelations issuing from all; the

rmonious WOrkKl
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ereates history , divulges only what seemeth to Him

rats good ! The consequences of historical events often
hered lie at too wide a distance from their origin to be
roOts readily retraceable
the Mäusethurm is an appropriate name . One finds

hid, there all that it promises . But there are minds

which consider themselves matter of fact , and are
101 simply barren ; which would fain extinguish all the

fatal
Poetry of life , and say to the imagination as the

le
gardener did to the nightingale , Will vou be

1‚1d quiet , stupid beast ? “
7 8Ing uch people asſt

sethurme



TIE MALUSETHURM

tollage in the haunted tower . Why not ? Rome

establisùhed her ustom - house in the ute mple 0f

Antoninus ; and the utrage she offered to history
Bingen may have offered to tradition ! By this

rule , Mauth would be right , and Muuse wrong

However it may be, ever since my old nurse related

to me the story of Hatto , it has remained one of the

familiar visions of my mind Every man has his

favourite hantoms Just as all have their hobbies

Night is the realm of dreams . Sometimes a gleam

at others a flame , brightens our souls he self - same
fdream ma



Ome

of

tOory

this

By degrees the vapour called reverie mounted into

my brain . The rustle of the foliage was hushed

The faint ring of a distant forge elinked in my

ear from afar off ; and , lost in the vague current

f my oyn ideas , I forgot both rats and miee , the

toll and the archbishop ; and listened , as 1 walked

Uong , to the remote elang of the anvil, which , among

the varving voices of evening , of all others wakes in

„ mind the wildest range of ideas . Even when it

had sed , I seemed to hear it still, and at the

expiration of a quarter of an hour , Lhad composed
efflusion , as a sort of accompaniment



enly turning , I halted , when lo! at

the Rhine , erushing through the bushes

impetuous ; to the right and left were mountains ,

rather dense masses of darkness , dir summits

vanishing in the clouds , which here and there were

transpierced by then the horizon forming a vast

curtain of shade .

In the middle of

from the still and de -

hideous form ; from

and starts

resé mbl ng



Place , to Swim !

t an eflort for the sake of a

Besides , had Jbeen a first rate swimmer ,

for the attempt , within a few

vards of the spot is the well known whirlpool ot

formerly swallowed up vesse

md rash enoug

. Bingerloch , which

his
with as much ease as a shark a herrii a to

which the best of swimmers would prove a mere

he gudgeon 1 was consequentl somewhat perple xX·

ted On my road towards the ruin , ILrecalledet 1d

that the vibrations of the silver be nd the ghosts

6 of the donjon ot Velmich do not prevent excellent

h vines from flourishing near the walls , and that it

was to be presume d the river , even here , must con

Mul tain fish. I might therefore prol ably find the hut

of some salmon - fisher at hand As the vinedressers

defe Falkenstein and its Mät e, the fishermen may

kront Hatto and his 1



LIE MATUSETH .

wards we were gliding along like two spectres , in
the direction of the Mäusethurm .

As we approached the tower from the middle of
the river , it appeared to diminish in ce nsequence of
the breadth of the Rhine . This effect was of short
duration . As I got into the boat above the tower .
the current soon carried us thither : my eyes being
fixed on the red glare still issuing from the summit
of the tower , which Inow saw increase in size at

every stroke of the oar , so as to become really im -

Posing
On a sudden I felt the boat bend beneath me

and the shock jerked my cane from out of my hands

looked towards my companion ; who , steering
coolly on by the sinister guidance of the glowing
Mäusethurm , said aloud “ Bingerloch ! “ We ſwere

Passing the Whirlpool
The boat swerved , the man rose , and seizing a

pole with one hand , and a rope with the other ,

plunged the first into the water , and leaning onit
with all his weight , ran along the plank on the side ;
Lfelt the boat grate harshly against the rocks be -

neath !

This difficult manœuvre was executed with mar —
vellous dexterity , and without uttering aà word .

Suddenly withdrawing his Pole from the water , he
held it up horizontally , and threw out a rope into
the water . The boat imme liately stopped . We

Were arrive d.

Ihere stood the lonelv and formidable Mäuse -
thurm , with its base deeply furrowed , as if the rats
of the legend had gnawed through the very stones !

The glare had now become a fierce and brilliant



in
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flame , throwing forth its rays far and wide , and burst -

ing from the erevices and fissures of the tower , as if

through the holes of a gigantie magic - lantern I

scemed to hear within a harsh and continuous noise

as if from grinding . I now landed , and bade the

boatman wait for me , and approached the ruin

Ihad at last then attained the object of my

wishes ! Tis was the rat - swarming tower of Hatto ,

close to me , before my very eyes was literally

on the threshold , able to touch , feel , pluek the grass

from the very stones of the nightmare of my youth .

ves ! an embodied nightmare , real and genuine ,

was before me . What entraordinary sensations

must arise from so strange a contact !

The front before which I was standing had a

glazed loop - hole and four windows of unequal sizes ;

two on the second , and two on the third story . At

about the height of a man ' s head , under the lower

windows , was aà low wide door , open , and communi —

cating with the ground by means of a heavy ladder

with only three steps From this door issued more

light than from the windows As J proceede Uto -

wards it with caution , over the sharp and pointe

rocks , something round and black passed rapidly by

me,. almost between my feet , and Icould have fancied

it to be an enormous rat flying towards the reeds .

Lstill heard the hoarse grinding witl I. in a

few more strides , found myself before the door

This doo which the architect the wieked

bishop had constructe high above the to

6 nder the access more diftf ˖ the ts , h

ormed the entrance to the lower room tower

when it had upper and lower 1 But now both



floors and ceilings have fallen in and the tower ot
Mäusethurm Has f. ur high walls , rubbish
and the sky for roof . I looked however into the
space from which J had heard the

tor floor ,

grinding , and
scen so strange a light ; and there observed two
men in an angle , their backs turned towards me ;
the one bending , the other le aning upon a kind of
rod , which by a slight exercise of the 1i ragination
might have been converted into an instrument of
torture . Their arms and feet were naked , covered
with rags , with a leather apron to the knees , and a
hooded jacket on their back . One was old and

grey , the other young , with light hair , reddened
by the reflection from a vast furnace in the opposite
angle of the building . The hood of the old man
inclined to the right , Iike a Guelph ; that of the

young man to the leſt , like a Ghibeline . But they
were neither the one nor the other , nor even devils ,
but simply two smiths .

Their furnace , in which was a red hot bar of iron ,
filled the building with the glare and reddened
smoke , constituting the soul of Hatto transformed

by the powers of hell into fie ry vapour . The grind -
ing proceeded from a file . Near the door was an
anvil with two huge hammers . , the sound of which
an hour before had prompted my poetical effusion .

And thus the Mäusethurm has progressed into
a forge ! Why then might it not as well have been
a custom - house ? Decidedly , my dear friend ,
Mautli was the true version !

Nothing can be more dilapidated than the tower ,
both within and without . The walls , from which
were once suspended episce pal hangings , and after -
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the rats

the name of Hatto , are now naked, worn by

the rain , covered by the moisture without with a

ting , and by the furnace within with a

JI two smiths Prove to be worths P ple

Having ascended the ladder , they showed me into

the building ; and near a chimney point . out a

narrow door leading into a turret hout windov

and almost inaccessible , in which the archbishop is

said to have sought refuge They also lent me a

lantern to visit every part ot the diminutive island

which is a long and narrow tongue of land with a

belt 01 reeds and rushe A the E 4 R

1¹ At every step in tl island , the feet knock

against hillocks , or sink into galleries ; for moles

have sueceeded to the rats .

The Rhine has left uncovered the eastern point of

91ne cur -the island , vwhich seems to stem like a prov

rent . On lowering with my lantern , Ifound the tower

rto be built on red marble , which has the appe

ance of being veined with blood . The Mäuse towe

square The turret , of which the smiths s ed m

the interior , presents a pieturesque feature, ! king

towards Bingen The pentagon 1form Oft lofty

eleventh



Pass for the teeth of the walrus or mastodon ce -
mented into the walls

Above the tower floats aàa black and white rag
fit emblem , Heaven knows , of the decaving strue -
ture ; but upon nearer inspection , Ifound it to be
simply the Prussian flag . The duchy of Hesse ter —
minates at Bingen ,

Mind only SPe K

and Rhenish Prussia be gins .
thus disre spectfully of the effeet

produced , not of the flag itself . All national flags
are glorious . Above all , the man wWho respects the

Napoleon must render due homage to that
of Frederick II . -

After gathering a sprig of euphorbia , 1 quitted
the Maüsethurm .

flag of

The boatman was fast asleep . As
we rowed away from the island , and the two
returned to the anvil

smiths

Lheard the heated iron hiss

Plunged into the water . Half an
AlOud , as it wa

hour afterwards Jreached Bingen , and after supper ,
Lwas much fatigued , and all the People

were in bed , by means of aà dollar managed to
ascend to a dilapidated old castle , called the Klopp-
Jwas rewarded with a scene worthye

though

felosing such
à day , having scen 80 much , and indulged in 80
many fancies . It was dead of night . Beneath me
lay a mass of black he uses , like a vast lake of dark
ness , there being but seven lights visible in the
town . By ſa strange chance , these 80 ven lights , like
seèeven stars . exactly represented LI. undgjõ/-r, which ,
at that moment shone pure and bright in the
heavens , so that the majestic constellation , millions
of miles above us , seemed re flected at my feet in an
ocean of liquid jet
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