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LORCH .

I 1

Ar Bacharach , when the clock strikes twelve , vou

go to bed , close vour ev dismiss the ideas that
have assailed you during the dav , and attain the

happy moment of reverie betwixt sleeping and

waking , when sleep begins to wake and life sinks

gently into sleei

3On a Iden a vague , unearthly , incongruous ,and
horril le ki 1 0f Vage growl , both menacing and

Plaintive , mingling with the murmur of ethe night
and seeming to Proceed from the cemetery above
where in the morning the eleven dog headed

spouts of St Werner , with their open jowls prepared
for howling , disturbs your reèstvour Starting up in
your bed , you inquire what is the matter ; and are
told that it is the town - wate h, announcing with his
horn that all may slee P in peace . Valuable inf
mation , certainly ; but which could scarcely be im

parted in a more alarming manner
Lorch they wake you up in a still more dra —

matic was But J have : great deal to tell vou first

is a considerable town , of eighteen hundred

right bank of the Rhine ,



ind following in an angle the Wisper , of which it

ks the embouchure The Wisper is the valley

1fables , the country of the fairy grass -

Lorch is situated at the foot ot the Echelle du

Diable , a high rock which the valiant Gilgen scaled

horseback to win his bride , Who was conceal

by the fairies on the summit It was at Lorch , sa

the legends , that the fairy Avé invented the art

cloth , to Protect her lover the

A Hippi 8. from the cold , whence the name

town of Heppenheim .
It is somewhat remarkabl that st al

Deople in all mythologies , the invention o

of weaving is assigned to a woman mong the

Egyptians , to Isis ; by the Lydians , to Arachne ; by

Greeks , to Minerva ; by the Peruvians , to Mena -

ke of
Ma

Capac ; on the banks of the

e, to Ave e fairy The Chinese alone attri —

bute this invention to àa man - —the empere Va

emper
China is an imaginary being ,

0 10 muihitate ler the A u titles

110 comp Ut 12 nt Ot his natur

D˙ Ple Ca 11 D lan

his age, they call him en Thousand Kear

ra 01 verv sex, they call him Mather

but whet or not his Celestial Majesty invented

the t of weaving , let us 1 rn to 1 h

vLas at Lore

LI O 11 Jas the time of Charle



and Roman knights , it is a h PI
and contains the hospitable

A beautiful Gothic hous the

Rhine has a fa col I ˖
fan manor - 1 fNM un The

fortress Of Id S1vο ch Protects

which is frowned uf m the opposit
the historical cas Fürstenberg , v

tower , round without a ex : u vV
thing can be more el than this 1

lony of peasants , pros ! der the

brows ofeth two citadels

Lwas strangely disturl in 1 rest
Last week, at about one in the1 ning
townbeing a leep , IV riting in my 1

iddenh my paper be und my ]
lool up, Jfound my room brightened !

diffusin 1

beheld anthem , 1

ame bending over m

The

enveloped in flames !

neighbouri

In an instant tl



zants

1 he



ngines worked well . From the windows 0
the loft ILlooked into the furnace . Xconflagi
closely viewed , is a noble spectacle . Having never
scen such a scene , and the 07 portunity presenting
itself , Jprofited to the utmost by the occasion .

t first , on finding oneself enve oped in an im -
mense cavern of fire, amid the

ling , the cracking , splitting , screaming , and shoutin -

blazing and spark -

it i impossible to avoid a feeling of anxietv . Every -
thing seems lost ; for it appears in vain to contend
2 nst the irresis tible force of the terrib e element

It is curious to observe with what impetuosity )
ter seems to attack its eneme Scarcely has the

ck above the wall , and
own the glittering opPper tube in the flames , than

It 1 en to spout it tream Of liquid steel ful
the frame ofet thousand - headed Chimer
furnace , rot by the attack , roars amain , springs
up more fiercely , and from its ardent gorges spouts
up flames and showers Ot ruby sparks in all diree -
tions , while endless tongues of flame dart simulta

neously upon the doors and windows Steam nov
blends with the smoke . and clouds , black and whit
and grey , eddied by the u nd , writhe and struggle
in the daetk , The hissine oing e the water responds
to the roar of the fire . Nothing can be more terri
ble than this renewal Of the ancient and eternal
combat betwixt the hydra and the dragon . The

011 column Of water sent forth by the
rodigious It shatters the slate like glass The

Hcent moment



0 startling crash ,

n
left stand

down 1 he f0l

the midst of tl

the crashof thie

and all the stor

a truly fine and

Nothing ecan

details of such

21

rush of sparks succee ds . Aſ chim -

g alone , is next 81. ddenly ku eked

of the spout of the engine X81

„ the scene , the Rhine , with all

, and churches , became visible in

horrid glare , and , combined wit

falling wall R the strokes Of the axe ,

m al Utumult of the town , produee

appalling sp- ctacle .

be more curious than to watch the

ne. In the interval betwixt aà Scene.

cloud of smoke and a sheet of fire , you see men ' s

heads on the tops of ladders , who bravely attack

the advancing flame withet tube they hold in their

hand In the midst of the general confusion , there

are alwavs unnoticed corners where the fire silently

rages, and where the windov frames are opened and

banged to b

at the extremit

way and rema

with the tem ]

In the interiore1

appear and dis

On the third

the style of Le

Lentle shephe
longe Te Sta

the wind . Small blue flames flicker

ies of the rafters . Heavy beams give

in half - suspende Uin the air , shaking

est and enveloped in flame . Others

the street , establish a bridge ot fire

rooms , the smart Parisian hangings

Ppeèar amidst the elouds ot zmoke

torv Lsaw an unfortunate panel in

5uis XV. , with its rockwork , tre - ind

rds of genti ! Bernard , ofler a pro

e. IJ gazed at it with a lmiration .

ee an eclogue put on 80brave a face

At length devourin flame encẽtrate d the roOim

zreen landscape , the

el less , andTyreis , whi



A tiny garden covered with

close to house , in which an acacia , confined to a

trellis , would not take fire , and remained untouched

for four hours , showing its Pretty green head amid

the shower of sparks , as though it found them re —

freshing . In addition to all this , there was à Q1

of fair and pale Englishwomen , who stood half —

naked by the side of their boxes , a fev paces from
the river , with all the children of the town laughing
and clapping their hands every time the water fell

upon them . This is a true and particular account

of the fire at Lorch ! The most afflieting part of the

story is that a man was killed on the spot .
At four in the morning the fire was what is called

got under : ꝰ the Gasthaus P . was still burning in th
interior ; but we had sueceeded in saving our inn .

Water now succeeded to flre . A U¹ 81 01 girls

wiping , scouring , and du ‚invaded all the rooms,
to set them in their accustomed trim : nothing had

been stolen ; everything hastily taken away was

religiously brought back by the Poor peasants ot

Lorch .

Such accidents are fre luent on the Rhine , the

houses being mostly of wood . At St. Goar J saw

several indicat Ons Of reèecent flagration .

Next morning IWas Prisedt e two or three

chambers on the ground - - floor elosed , and in a per -
fect state , though the fire had raged about them , but

Without eflectin

à story current in the country on this subject , f
truth of which Jby no means v h.

Some years ago an Englishman arrived late at

the inn of Braubach , where he supl ed and slept .
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