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LETTER XV
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the plains , the spler ok cities , and the glory of
TS
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mankind
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But , above all rivers , I love the Rhine , which 1

*
beheld for the first time a year ago , in Passing over

the bridge of boats at Kchl . Night was set in, and

in. as the carriage was proceeding at àa walk , Iremember

to have experienced a proſound respeet in tra

id Jwished to beholdthe venerable river . Long h

9







the building of a city on the northern extremity of

Martius Vipsanius Kgrippa establisbed

boguing of the Main and
Jur f

a fortress at the dise

à colony before Tuitium . The senator Antony

founded under Nero a settlement near the Batavian

Sea , and the whole Rhine was nov submitted to the

Sway O1 Rome .

When the twenty - secor
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yn, returne



Mola Romanorum , Turris Alba , Victoria , B

ntoniacum Sentiacum , Rigodulum , Tul

vhich begins at the Cornu Ror

Lake of Constance , and descends
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ing upon Augusta , which is Basle ; uj

which is Strasbourg ; upon M.

ce ; upon Confluentia , nowee
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moment of her conversion

The granite barriers and min

the Rhine were overthrown by t
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preached at Bacchiara ; St. Martin , bishop of Tours ,
had t zed at Confluentia ; St. Maternus , pre —

rting for Tongres , had abided at Co —

e; St. Eucharius had established himself in a

n the forest of Trèves ,in which also St .

Gezel n1 1d tri „gl or three vears , on th SUm -

—Ft ar wever , the ground on vhi

muvas fated to remain barren . On the

a prodigious landslip in

the path of eivilizatios The chain of tradition was

ped asunder ; and in the chasm history lost

ght of men and events . The predominant person -
RIUin IKtraversed the
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more gloomy parts appeared haunted

demons

Beside the Roman remains rose the

Sax and Gothic castles uilt

10V Nruins while uvh 6 Pe Ulation 01

beings , created by tbe solitary visions

ames and valiant knights , took posse

Rheingau ; Oreads , who took to the wooe

Who took to the rivers Snomes Who

dwell in the bowels of the earth ; the Str

otthe Rocks ; the Black Hunt in, ri

thicket , mounted upon sixteen rn

maiden of the Black Marsh ; the

Red Marsh ; Wodan , the tenchande
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gons in their dens . The devil laid the first stone

of Teufelstein , and placed his ladder at Teufelslei

ter . He even dared to preach publicly at Gerns -

bach , in the Black Forest ; but God deigned to

erèect on the opposite bank of the river , f ng the

Teufelskauzel , the Pulpit of the Ange

While the Seven Mountains were overrun with

monsters , hydras , and gigantic spectres , at the

other extremity of the chain , th biting wind

the Wisper blew over from Bingen elouds of old

fairies of the size of grasshoppers

The Scandinavian mythology , engrafting itself in

these valleys upon the leg Is of the saint Pr

duced trange result ˖ tan 1efflor cence Ot

the human Iimagination The Di henfels had ,

under other names , their Tarascus and St. Martha .

The double fable of Echo and Hylas identified

itself with the formidable rock of Lurley Lhe

virgin serpent erept about in the vaults of Augst

Hatto , the wieked bishop , was devoured in his tower

by his subjects , transformed into rats . The seven

cornſul sisters of Schoenberg were trar 1

uto rocks ; and the Rhine then possessed its ma

Du



there in the darkness , rocks ,

would almost appear to have

been peopled only by apparitions . IIlusions , po -

digi lemon hunts, infernal castles , sound of harps

12s by invisible syrens ,

01 laughter by mysterl us be -

ings , are of common occurrence . Human heroes

become almost as fantastic as supernatural beings .

Cuno of Sayn , Sybo of Lorch , “ „ Strong Swore

Griso the pagan , Attich , duke of Alsace , Thassilo ,

duke of Bavaria , Anthysis , duke of the Franks , Samo ,

king of the Vanda ccording to legends and tra -—
ditions , must have wandered about half - mad in

these bewildering woods , seeking and bemoaning

netta All these adventures , half romance and

half reality , are described by the legends as per —

petually coming and going , lost towards evening

fin impenetrable forests reaking down the trees

d brambles , like the Knight of Death of Albert

Durer , under the tramp of their hug horses , fol

lowed by giant greyhounds , stared at by the insects

branches , and in the dark accosting some

black charcoal - burner seated by his fire , who proves

to be Satan throwing into his cauldron the souls of



giant . '

Kmong these chimerical heroes , we occasion

fl Some man e f L 5zh and bloo 1. SUe h as 0 harle

magne and Roland Charlemagne at all ages ,

child , yvouth , or old man , is a favourite with these

Some legends pretend that he was born at a

miller ' s in the Black Forest ; and that Roland , in -

stead of dying at Roncesvalles , from the onset of a

whole army, expired of love upon the Rhine , before

the nvent of Nonnei erth xt a later
peri L, the

emperor Otho, Fred - Barba and Adolphus
of Nassau , appear in the Rhenish tradition These

well - known names, intermingled with the marvellous18

of fiction , arise from glimpses of history breaking

through the ruins and rubbish with which it is num —

bered ; the stones of the old strueture appearing
here and there , in spite of the mantle of verdure by

wit is overgrovun KAt length , like the elouds
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valley of the Rhine . Rhens , which belongs to the

Elector of Cologne , views towards the west , on the

left , Kapellen , belonging to the Elector of Tréèves ,

and to the north , on the right bank , on one side

Oberlahnstein , belonging to the Electorate of May —

ence , and on the other , Braubach , to the Elector

Palatine . In an hour each Elector is able to reach

territories .the Königstuhl from his own

Every year , on the second day of Whitsuntide

the chief burgesses of Coblentz and Rhens used to

assemble at this spot on pretence ot diversion , and

discuss mysterious things amongst thems - IvVes ; a

commencement of civic combination tending to Sap

like a mole the foundation of the formidable Ger —

manic edifice ; the immortal and eternal conspiraey

of the little against the great , and most audacic usly

working its way at the very foot of the Königst Ul,

under the very shade of the Imperial throne of

feuda ity ! Near the same SP t , in the lectoral

palace of Stolzenfels , which overlooks th small

archbishop of Cologne , maintained , from 1380 to

towu of Kapellen , noweͤa splendid ruin , Werner ,

1418 , a host of alchymists , who , though they made

no gold , efflected ,in seeking the Philosopher ' s stone ,

some of the earliest discoveries in chemistry . 80

that in a very brief lapse of time , a spot noy

almost overlooked was for Imperial Germany the

zuceessive eradle of democracy and science

From this period the Rhine assumed a character

at once military and religious . Monasteries were

and the hure ES (
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strating at every turn of the Rhine the ap ] ropriate

Position of a minister of God in human society .

The ecelesiastical princes multiplied the edifices in

the Rheingau , in imitation of the Roman prefeets

a thousand vears before . Archbishop Baldwin 0of

ilTrèves built the church of Oberwessel ; Archbishop

Henryſof Wittingen built the bridge of Coblentz

across the Moselle ; Archbishop Walram of Juliers

consecrated by a magnificent eross of stone the

Roman ruins and volcanic formation of Gode

berg ; both being rather suspected of witcheraft .

Temporal and Spiritual sovereignty was unite 1in

these princes , as in the Pope Hence a double

jurisdiction , governing both soul and body , not

limited , as in secular states , by the benefit of clergy .

John de Barnich , the chaplain of St. Goar , having

poisoned at the communion table a Countess Kat

zenellenbogen , the Elector of Cologne first excom —

municates him as his bishop ; then as his prince ,
orders him to be burnt alive . On the other hand ,

the Elector Palatine is deeply impressed with the

necessity of resisting the eneroachments of the three

Krchbishops of Cologne , Trèves , and Mayer nd

the ntesses Palatine maintain the dignityof their

vereignty , by bringing their childreninto the world

in the Pfalz , a tower built before Caub , in the centre

Ot the be 0 RI 0

Kmidst the evelopments , si or su

cessive , of the Prir E 6 01 valry

established ther IVe the R 6 The Teu

tonic Order insta Nitself at M e, within sight

of the 1 aunus whilst t Tréves , within sight of

the Seven Mount



tt nt at Martinshof . From Mayence the

Teèeutonic Order ramified as far as Coblentz , which

became one of its commanderships . The Ten

already masters of Courgenay and Porentruy in

the see of Bas obtained Boppart and St . Goar

on the Rhine , and Traubach , between the Rhine

and the Moselle . This is the same Traubach so

ſa for its wines , the 77 Bacchi of the

Ro kterwards the property of Pierre Flotte

of whom Pol Boniface observed , that he was

While bishops , princes , and knights were laying

their foundations , commeree also established its

any minor towns sprang up , in imita —

*4
tion of Coblentz upon the Me selle , and Mayence

ul the Main , at the confluence of the rivers , and

the estuari torrents which discharge themselves

intonkt Rhine from the numerous valleys of the

Hundsruck and Hohenruck , from the erests of

Hami tein , and the Seven Mountains . Bingen

was founded on the Nahe ; Niederlahnstein ,on the
Lahn ; Engers , upon the Sayn lirlich , on the

Wied ; Linz , opposite the Aar ; Rheindorf , on the

Mahrbachs ; and B

Still , throughout the epoch which separate the

ecclesiastical rule from thie feudal , the commander —

ships of the Knights Templars , and the bailiwicks
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those who , in the beginn

were heroic burgraves , hantury

sixteenth by becoming mere banditti

Meanwhile the present progre

kterv issumed no palpable form

s Oof events

mnuman thoug
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Catapult and the Book , the weapons of strength and

of argument . The Rhine has obtained over the

destinies of Europe a kind o1 providential influence .

It is the great transversal entrenchment separating

the south from the north . Providence created it

for a frontier river , and man by means of fortresses

converted the river into aͤàa wall of defence The

Rhine has beheld the face and reflected the shadow

of all the illustrious warriors who , for the last thirty

centuries , have ploughed the old Continent with their

Swords Cesar crossed the Rhine , approaching it
*from the South Tttila , in descending from the

the emperor Rodolphe of Hapsbourg , and the Pala

tine, Frederick I. , were here great , formidable , and

Vietorious Gustavus * lolphu issued from the

tower of Caub orders to his victorious army Louis

XIV . appeared on the banks of the Rhine ; E nien

ind Condséè crossed its waters

So, alas ! did Turenne ! Drusus lies under

M ru





tion ok terri —

tor cording to the landmark of hill , vallev , and

6 h all the Congresses in the world will
r suffice to Ppress , manifestly assigus the left

banl the Rhine to France Divine Providence
irom h awarded to her both banls —under Pe pin

le B
1au zne, and Napoleon

n U
*34 n PI 10 nion on t

His empire prised Franee Proper 80
8 f 60 *80 1 18 f *1 5
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U 144 thr e

Empires OT

thri wEmperor : directly and imme -
* 1Fran ind , through his bi

thers, of Spain, I Westphalia , and Holland , king
nu he had constituted out ! ts to the centra

f me nd by righ suprema of all



Germany ,

into counties duchies Prine Pahlt krec Iti0

the margraviates assigned to the guardians of the

frontier

Lastly , when the third parcel , the state ol Charle

le Chauve , erumbled under the W. ht of vears and

princes , it sufficed for the ere ition of a king —t !

King of France ; of five sovereign duke hose o0f

Burgundy , Normandy , Brittany Xquitaine , and

Gascony ; of three sovereign counts — those 0ʃ1

C II ! agne , Tho Ue UsSe and Pl 1 de 18

zuch emperors are Titans , who, for the m ment

grasp the universe in their hands ; of which , when

death unclenches the mighty hold , all falls to th

ground



n- magne never , however , Projected a J

nd the Rhine , as wasfrequently intende by minor poli
eir tie during the prolonged struggle betweenet

he crown of France and that of the house of Austria

ms He was well aware that a longitudinal kingd

0 insular , is untenable ; that it bends in

ion first shock A principality must t˖ ntent it
with simple order ; the order ˖

r0 reꝗ te fe · 0 tar 6

tate With t ept 6

1 nd 2 nel 1

ro ratl ch a 1d f

ia ystematizing it rganization Confedera n
The must be able to showea front , either to th buth or
158 the north Xs it was backed by France , Napoleon

pire reversed its frontage His p was a hand whicl

out settled and unsettled empires with the strength ot
md à giant and the sagacity of a chess - Pplaver

the tre hening the Rhenish princes the 1
moting the influence of the eroun Fi
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all things , fertili

things ; from theocrach

thing , to a thing still
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