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y St. Gregory , son of Nicephora Empe

East . For the sportsman , it is no less attractive ,

as the ancient valley of the wild boar (
having become Borcet ! The manufacturer

views it as containing water suitable for the Pre

paration of wool ; the shopkeeper ?

Pins , needles , and cloth . But for him who is

neither manufacturer , sportsman , antiquarian , PII

grim , invalid , or tourist , it is sin Ply the Cirv

CHXKRLEMAGNR .

Here that great emperor was born and died ,

in the old half - Roman Palace of the Frank king

of which all that remains is the tower of Granus



1 1 PI 85XX- LXA - CHXKPELLI

forming part of the town - hall . He is buried
in the church he founded two years after the
death of his wife Fastrada , in 796 : C6 nseerated by
Leo III . in 804 ; the dedication of which two ! is

hops of Tongres , buried at Maestricht , came out
of their tombs to complete . The ceremony was

Performed by three hundred and sixtyv - five arch —

bishops and bishops , to represent the days of the
year

This historical and yet fabulous church , which
gave its name to the town , has , during the last
thousand years , unde rgone many transformations
On my arrival at “ Aix “ I proceeded at once to

La Chapelle, “ which Pre sents itself to the SPe
tator in the following manner

Portal of the time of Louis XV . , of greyish
blue granite , having fine bronze gates of the
eighth century , backed by a Carlovingian wall .
surmounted bya row of Saxon arches . Above
these there is aàa ſine Gothie story , superbhhrbly
carved , in which you recognise the elliptic arch
ot the fourteenth century , but degradedu1 a

Perstrueture of brick , and aà slated roof . add-
not 0 than twenty vears ago To tl right
ol the porch there is an in nse pine - apple , of
the used as an ornament by the
anc Roman broi 1ced uj à granite
colu On tl 0OPf 0 another column .
surmounted bya bronze Wolt, al R man , the body
half - turned , the teeth clencl , and the jaws open

Allow me to rel e in a par thesis the nis



SINGULXAR LEGEND

the history of this wolf and pine - apple , a- cording

to the version of the old women of the country .

Kges and ages ago a wish was entertained in

Aixlla - Chapelle to f. und a church ; and the

foundations being laid , and the walls raised , for

six months nothing was heard on the spot but

the sound of adze and hammer . But the funds

of the pious having suddenly failed , the pilgrims

passing through the city were appealed to , bà.

a tin basin placed before the church door

Scarcely a denier , however , was dropped into the

vessel . What was to be done ? The senate as -

sembled and consulted . The workman refused

to labour , and weeds and moss already took pos

session of the newly laid stones , as if they were

Pre. destined to ruin ! Was the design then to be

7abandoned The town senate knew not what to

Answel

One day , as they were sitting in delibera -

tion , a mysterious stranger , of high and impos -

ing aspect , made his appearance before them .

Good morrow , gentlemen, “ quoth he. What

is the subject of debate ? Is it the stoppage 01

vour church which causes your anxiety ? Vou

Kknow not how uto complete it , eh ? Vou want

0
money for the endowment Stranger ! “ re plied
one of the senators with indignation, “ Vou talk

too flippantly ; we want half a million of gold

DIe ces. “ Here they Are replie d the stranger ,

opening a window , and pointing to a heavy laden

cart stationed in the square before the town hall



to which were yoked ten pairs of oxen , attended

by twenty Moors , armed to the teeth .

One of uthe senators , having accompanied the

mysterious stranger down stairs , took one of the

acks from the cart , and returned to empty it

beſore the senate , when it proved to be reall )

full of gold ! All present opened their eyes witl
amazement ; and turning towards the stranger

Wntdech hiswith growing respect , demanded his name

am the owner of yonder gold . What would vou

have more ? “ replied He My residence is In

the Black Forest , near the lake of Wildsee , not far

from the ruins of Heidenstadt , the eity of the

pagans . I possess a gold mine and a silver

mine, and during the night amuse myself with

counting over heaps of earbunecles . My tastes

are simple , but being of a melancholy disposition ,
pass my days , watching in the deep and trans —

parent waters of the lake , the gambols of the

tritons , and the growth of the poliyqgonum amylti7
107 Thus much in answer to vour questions

have unbosomed myself as much as J intend
ke uth most of it ! Vonder is vour million ot

pieces ; take them or let them alone . “

We accept them , replied the senate and
will hasten to finish our church

Ihere is one condition to the bargain, “ ob
erved the stranger Ta the gold and finisl

vour church But I demand in exchange th

Crosses its thres
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Zzut Satan , who
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8 in a jocular
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his gold ; so that they took courage and began to

negotlate

Satan must know what he is about, “ said
they , or he would not retain his situation as
devil . “

Vfter all , it is a bad bai un 101 6 reéetorted
his Satanic majesty in his turn Vou will have

yvour imion , or your church to show for it; 1
only a wretched soul VAnd who pray ? —1
Urst that come to hand the soul of ͤachan

omer ome canting hypocrite probably , uvho
in his dissembled zeal is the first to enter, ar
who would therefore , under any eircumstane -
have fallen to my share ! I must ol serve by th
Way, gentlemen , that the Plan ot youre h is

n, with my cor

ved his f roine

in good

Who h

altogether

S Dbeen voul

Ument

taste

4Architéec

, that I perfectly
ndtt t theA that the

JTI



What say vou ,

gentlemen ? Is it a deal ? My million of money

for a single soulay , or no ?

So spake the tempter After all, “ observed

the senators , wWe may think ourselves lucky to be

let off so casily He might have taken a fancy to

half à - doz n souls of OUrs , which , let us hope „ are

at present safe from his elutches Nay , he might

have levied a tax of souls upon the whole pol
1**lation !

The bargain therefore was finally struck , and

the million of gold paid into their treasury . Sa

tan vanished from their view through an aperture ,
which emitted the su Phurous blue flame usual

on suchoccasions ; and two years afterwards the

church was completed . Meanyvhile , though the

ators had of course sworn to observe the Pro -
foundest secrecy concerning all that had hap -
pened , every man of them , the very first evening .

divulged the whole story to his wife according
to a lau ex senatorial , indeed , but not the l 8

ling The secret , therefore being zeneral
K1 VI tJ] inl t0 llie WIVes 01 t1 A· 1

n Ol



then to the canons of the ch Pte but

equalty , thout Avall .

Whatz require is a mere trifle , my lord

observed a monk longing to the order whom
they next took into consultation . “ Lou have

undertaken to surrender the first soul that enters
the new chure But it was not definitivel

stipulated what sort of soul it was to be . Sata

is a fool to allow himself to be 80 Overreached .
This morning , my lord , after a hard chase , a

e wolf was taken in the valley of Borcette

Drive this ferocious beast into the church , and

Satan must needs be satisfied . It is his own

lault if he chose to make so loose a bargain .
Bravo ! “ exclaimed his auditors ; „ the monk

has more brains in his head than the whole

collective wisdom of the senate ! “ Next day at
dawn , the bells of the new church rung cheerfully

or the angelus How is this ? said the

burghers of the city ; “ Is this the day of dedi —

cation ? and pray who do they expect will b

fool - hardy enough to hazard the adventure
Not I . “ Nor I . “—“ö Nor I, “ was heard on

all sides ; as the Senate and Chapter adv mnced
gravely towards the chief entrance

The wolf Was nov produced and at a given
age door and the church gates flew

open at the same moment . On discerning the

empty ailes , in he rushed . Satan was already
4 * 1On the Pot, his jaws distende I. and his eyes ve

1 10 closed with CXxpectation otf a feast
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Imagine his rage on discovering his prey to be

of the brute creation . With a hideous howl , he

spread his harpy wings , flapping about the arches

of the edifice with the roar of a tempest ; and ,

finally , on making his exit from the building ,

bestowed a kick of his hoof upon the brazen

gate , by which it was rent in twain from top to

bottom , as seen to the present day
It is in memory of this event, “ say the old

women of Aix , that the brazen effigy of a wolf

was placed on the left of the entrance ; vhile

the Pine apple to the right is intended to repre

sent the soul so mercilessly gobbled up by the

evil one

Such is the local legend . Let us now return

to the church , premising that J could not dis -

cover the rent in the door described by the tra -

dition . On entering the cathedral by the prin -

cipal portal , the Roman , Gothic , and rococo

styles are confusedly intermixed , without regard

to aflinity , fitness , or order , and consequently
without eflect . But if you approach from the

choir , the effect is wholly diflerent The lofty

apsis of the fourteenth century shines forth in

all its boldness of design , and displays the

beauty and science of the angle of its roof , the

rich carved work of the balustrades , its diver -

sified and fantastic spouts , the gloomy colour of

the stone , and the transpareney of its lofty lancet

windows , scen through which , houses two storie

high appeèear to sink into insi nihcance . Even



imposing as it , is hard and discordant Between
the apsis and the portal , in a kind of hollov
where all the lines of the edifice appear to break
is concealed , barely connected with the facad
by a charming bridge of the fourteèenth centurs

Ul11the Byzantine dome , with its
built by Otho III . , in the tenth century , exactl
above the tomb of Charle magne .

This fictitious facade , this buried dome , this
broken apsis , constitute the blemishes of La Cha

Pelle of Aix . Thearchitect of 1353 chose to unite

triangular frontal .

in his prodigio is de sign , the old chure h of Char -
lemagne , devastated by the Normans in 882 , and

minor chapels , connected with the basis of the
grand central chapel , was intended to surround

ifice with the exception of the port
6 chap IS WII h now exist were alreads

built when the fire of 1366 t

rapid Progress was then checked ; and strange
to say, the fifteenth and sixtIXtèeenth centuries d
nothing for the fine old chur „ which the eigh

k Place 12

teenth and nineteenth centuries continued to

temunmust be confesse I, however , that upon the
1 „ the Cathedral Oof Aix exhibits consider —

grandeur : after 8 ' me minutes ' contempla -
sort ot majesty Seem engendered by the

like the empire of Charlemagne
was never completed ; and represents various
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To him who contemplates it from without ,
Ker E brious harnere is a deep and mysterious harmony betwe

e great sovereign of old and the great tor

which he provided for himself . I

nee to see more of it .

eſfinely arched Portal , an -
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X X
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ek marble , worn by the feet of many visite rs ,



tomb of Charlemagne . Thi

copper and gilt silver , is in the form of an Im

perial crown suspended above the marble slab

by a massive iron chain ninety feet in length
The black slab covering the frame is nine feet

long , by seven feet wide

It is evident that there must have been an
early monument to Charlemagne in this vers

spot ; for the antiquity of the marble slab is doubt

ful; and the insci Ption of “ CARLO MAVNoO “ is of
the last century . The remains of Charlem gne
no longer lie under the stone ; in 1166 Frèedericl

Barbarossa , whose lamp , however magnificient
does not redeem the act of sacrilege , caused the

Emperor to be disinterred The Holy Catholie

a few francs —that arm, the awe of the world

upon wh ch is pitifully inscribed , by some Latinist
of the twelfth centurs Brach . Carol
nagni . “ His skull was next exhibited , between

the finger and thumb ͤof a beadl . the skull from
which issued the re generation of rope , and on
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1 41 3loset of painted wainscot , picked out with gold .

surmounted with those Cupid - like angels which

constitute the real tomb of him whose fame , at

the expiration of ten centuries , still astonishes the

human mind ; whose name remains stamped upon
the world with the double title , „ S5anetus “ and

gnus : “ the two most august epithets derivable

from services rendered to heaven or earth !

The dimensions of the skull and arm are extra

ordinary . Charlemagne was one of the fewumen

whose Physical strength equal their moral power .
The s n of Ph lip the Bref was a Colossus alike

in frame and intelligence . His height was seven

times the length of his foot ; which measure as

signed a law to the kingdom This royal ſoot ,

the foot of Charlemagne , originated the common

foot of long measure , which we have recently sacri

ficed to the more prosaic admeasurement of the

mõtre ; to the extinction of àa world of Ppoetry and

history in favour of the decimal system , without

which the world contrived to get on so well during

thousand years The cupboard in question is

rich in treasures . The doors are Painted within

in admirable oil paintings upon golden grounds ,

ome ofet panels being u questionably the work
of Albert Durer les the arm and skull

nharlemagn



RELICS

of Charlemagne , in which is inserted a piece ot᷑
the true cross of our Saviour , which the Emperor
wore round his neck when so audaciously dis —
interred ; a beautiful censer given by Charles V.
and spoilt by a tasteless addition of modern orna -
ment ; the fourteen golden medallions , embe lished
with Byzantine sculptures , which figured upon
the marble throne of the great Emperor ; a shrine

given by Philip XI . , re presenting the Duomo of
Milan ; the cord which bound the limbs of Jesus
Christ during his flagellation ; a piece of the

sponge which absorbed the gall with which they
moistened his lips when on the cross ; and , lastly ,
the girdle of the Holy Virgin , in worste I, and
that of our Saviour in leather This little knotted
1K Es ing a chil l ' s whip ha Occupie 1
the attention of three Emperors From Con
stantir who stamped its authenticity with the
seal or 5˙ „ which it Still bear „it descended
to Haroun - Al - Raschid , by whom it was presented
t0 ( harlemagne

All these vene rable and ve nerated ob ects are
enclosed in Gothic or Byzantine cases , adorned

f 5 Nith jewellery , like so many shrines or miero

copie eathedrals in massive gold . sparkling with
emeralds , sapphires , and diamonds , by way of
windovs Amidst these Precious jewels , piled
upon the twin shelves ofof the cupboard , are

mmense golden shrines , of the most admi
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with niches in which are seated , with their crowr
on their heads , sixteen emperors . In this are

kept the remaining bones of Charlemagne ; and
it is never opened . The second , which is of the
twelfth century , and was given by Barbar ssa ,
contains the famous relics to which J alluded at
the beginning of my letter , aud is opened every
seventh year . The opening of this celebrated
shrine in 1496 , attracted one hundred
two thousand Pilgrims to Aixtla - Chapelle prof NAueing a profit to the eity , in

eighty tl ö ind 9 iden florin

The last shrine has ! eyv, which is
Dre 1min two pieces , 01 remains in
the custody of the Chapter , the other in that ot
the first vil authorit, ) It has been opened
upon entraordinary occasions for crowned head '
The present King of Prussia , when Prince - Roval .
was refused the favour In a lesser press , el
by the other , is a Vueα simile, in silver rilt , of th
Germanic crowyn of Charlemagne The e(

Zlan erovn Surmounte



SILVER PULPTI

the three crownus worn by Charlemagne , as em -

peror of Germany , king of the Lombards , and

king of France , the Imperial crown is at Vienna ,

that of France at Rheims , and the third , the iron

crown of Lombardy , at Milan .

On leaving the vestry , I was made over by

the beadle to a verger , who conducted me about

the church , opening every now and then certain

gloomy - looking recesses , which within glittered

with magnificence

The pulpit , for instance , which at first appears

chabby enough , by the sudden removal of its

exterior covering becomes a splendid tower ot

Sllver gilt Ut S àa beautiful specimen Of the

goldsmiths ' craft of the eleventh century , given

by the emperor Henri II. to the Cathedral . By

zantine ivories ricl carved , aàaerystal ewer with

ts dish , a huge „ nine inches long , adorn the

suit of lden armour which surrounds , as

were , the priest ot the temple de puted tOo EX

pound the word of God The breast - plate re

Presents Charlen carrying the ChαοEανe ol

Aix upon his arm

Lhis pulpit is placed at the angle of the choir

occupying the marvellous apsis of 1353 X

the stained glass has disa Peared , a d the lancet

windouvs are plain from top to bottom . The rich

lestroyed



NXPOLEON XTXIN

stvle of 1804 in juxtaposition with the exquisite
arched roof of the fourteenth century Roof ,

Pillars , capitals , statues , in fact the whole choir

red with stucco In the midst of this

degraded choir stands the eagle given by Otho

III., with wing outspread and fiery eyes , trans

med into a rèading - desk ; apparently scorning
to which he is devoted , for he reta 0

2 in h tal LI ent emblem

0 ht to have been espected
Napoleon visited Aixla - Chape the

lerl dded to tl

erial orl The verge ti

trange crewing the

thu rbolt pon the back of the

ipation , the
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bas - relief the profane abduction of

this work of
Lexamined with much interest

which passed for a fine antiquity

vears ago

At the extremity of the composition are four

plunging horses , of a mingled divine and infernal

race , led by Mercury ,

half - open abyss the

writhing with de

of Pluto . The robust

the form of the voung

back , till her dishevelled hair waves

0
firm and inflexible helmeted 8

of Wisdom . The ſal

ing off Prosperine ,

ing words of advice

seated at the bottom ofet

of Plutolossal legs

attitu les of defiance ,

and furies . The

stru gling to detain a car ,

hind as if by v

yvoked two winge

the vouchful godde

dragon by the ving

him to send forth

relievo is in itself

rous and noble ord

Phatie , worthy Ot

Rubens might have con

Previous to servi
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lemagne , this coffin contained the remains of

Lugustus .

Ascending by a flight of steps , trodden du -

ring the last six centuries by innumerable em —

Perors , king s, and illustrious visitors , my guide

conducted me to the gallery which forms the

first story of the rotunda , called the Hochmün —

ster . Here , under a half - open wooden covering

which is never completel ) removed except for

visitors of royal rank , Ibeheld the marble chair

or throne of Charlemagne It is formed of four

slabs of white marble , plain and uns - ulptured ;

the it being of oak , with a cushionof red velvet
It is elevated on a Platf . rm, ok the e ight Of six

steps ; of which two are of granite , and four ot

white marble . Upon this same arm - chair , for -

merly embellished with the fourteen Byzantine
medallions before alluded to , upon a stone

floor raised by four steps of white marble , with

lobe and sceptre and Germanie sword in hismne g

hands , a muntle of state upon his shoul lers , the

1e of the Cross of Jesus Christ suspended
1 J and his feet trar Ppling upon the

phagus of Jugustus , sat CARLEMAGNE in
!

During the space of three hundred

fty - t vear or from 814 to 1166 , did

He uin t Hattitude in the grave

But w1166 , Frede Kk Barbar . „ desirous of

having the arm - e r for hi ronation , entered

which
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questionably belonged the two noble gates otf

bronze which constitute the principal door of

the cathedral

Barbarossa was himself an illustrous prinee an

valiant knight ; and it must have been a strange
14„

And fearful moment when ne , à crowned head ,

stood face to face with the imperial corpse , no

less majestie than himself ; the one attired in all

the pomps of sovereignty ; the other in the still

more awful majesty of death : the soldier defying

a shadow ; the living struggling for power v th

the dead . The chapel retained the skeleton and

Barbarossa took the marble seat , which he con -

verted into a throne . The chair oc- upie d1 7 the

remains of Charlemagne literally became the

ſoundation of four centuries of imperial sway .

Thirty - six emperors , ine luding Barbarossa him -

self , Were Croyné d and consecrated in the chair

still deposited in the Hochmünster of Aix la -

Chapelle . Ferdinand J. was the last ; Charles V.

the last but one In later vears , the coronations

ok the Emperors of Germany were solemnized at

Frankſfort .

J could with difficulty tear myself away from

this chair , so simple , yet so grand . I contem —

Plated the four steps of marble , worn by the heels

of the thirty - six Cæsars , and having beheld the

brightness of their pomps and glorics suecessiveh .

extinguished , a confusion of startling ideas over

whelmed my mind .

remembered that the violator of the Imperial
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epulchre , Frederick Barbarossa , in his old age

Proceede 1 for the second or third time to the

Holy Wars . Finding himself one day on the

banks of the Cydnus , and suffering from the

heat , he was tempted to bathe ; he who had

dared to profane the manes of Charlemagne ,

presumed to forget the history of Alexander .

The chill of the river benumbed his limbs to a

degree nearly fatal to Alexander , even in his

vouth , and whollyv so to Frederick Barbarossa ,

who was old and infirm . At some future day ,

perhaps , a holy and pious inspiration will induee

some king or emperor to replace the reliques of

Charlemagne in his tomb . The imperial remains

will be religiously collected ; the gates of bronze

be restored ; and the Roman sarcophagus , placed
at the foot of the chair , which will be raised anew

upon the stone Platform , and once more adorned

with the fourteen medallions of gold

Let the Carlovingian diadem be replaced upon

the skull ; the orb of empire upon the arm ; the

golden mantle upon the bones , while the brazen

eagle shall nobly resume its place beside the

master of the ancient world . The var shrines

of gold and jewels, and the different coffers now

in t1 Cathedral . , sl ild be dei ited à this

roval chamber ot atl ind since he Catholic

church is disposed that we should ntemplate

the remains ot saint in the form which death

signs them , let there be a grated perture in

the wall , and a light suspended from the vault



e sepulchre , s0 that the kneeling pilgrim

may hail , upon the platform which human feet

will defile no longer , seated upon the chair in —

crusted with gold , his erown upon his head , and

his sceptre in his hand , the imperial phantom
which once was Charlemagne .

Striking , indeed , would be the apparition to any

one whose eye was bold enough to penetrate this

tomb , and all who had courage for the contempla -
4 n, would quit the spot with ennobled thoughts .
To such a spectacle people would flock from the

furthermost parts of the earth ; and no profound
thinker would neglect so startling a pilgrimage .

Charles , the son of Pepin , is one of those com -

plete beings , whom mankind contemplate under

four diflerent aspects To the eyve of history , he is

great as Sesostris or Augustus . As regards ro —

m e, he is at once the rival of Rolando as a pa -

ladin and Merlin as a magician . With respect to

the Church , his sanctity is as that of St . Jerome or

St . Peter . But in point of philosophy , he may

be regarded as the Personifie d genius of civiliza -

tion , which every thousand years or 80 takes a

giant stride across some dark abyss , surmount —

ig civil war , barbarism , or revolution , under

names as Julius Cæsar , Charlemagne , or

In 1804 , just when Bona ] rte had Pr
to Napoleon, he visited Aix - la - Cha -
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thron But the Emperor , the ugh he did not

this indecorous whim of his Creole wife ,

had attired himself for the occasion , from a deep

nse of deference to that mighty name , in full

regimentals , and stood silent , motionless , and

headed , before the chair of Charlemagne

Charlemagne died in 814 . In 1814 , one thou —

sand years afterwards , almost to an hour , oec—
N

curred the fall or moral death of Napoleo In

the course of the same vea edes

reigus visited th rave of Charles the Great

Whe Xlex of Russia mountedel gala

unitorm in imita N POle I. WI Fre

V umof Pri appeared in an ur 1

the Emperor of Austria in a great coat and round

hat The King of Prussia entered into all the

details of the coronations of the German em

Pero with the p vost of the Chapter ; but the

two emperors ol erved a profound silence XII

these are now as silent as Charlemagne ! Napo

Xlexander , Frederick



N OLD SOLDIER

memory of Napoleon . From that cireumstance

alone , and unknown to himself , his words obtain

a certain dignitv Tears rushed into his eves ,

when referring to the great battles he had seen ,

to his old companions , or his colonel. Iu such

a vein did he talk to me of Marshal Soult , of

Colonel Graindorge , and , ignorant how dear to

me was the name , of General Hugo He soon

recognised me as a Frenchman ; and never shall 1
forget the solemn simplicity with which he ob —

served at parting - “ Vou may say , Sir , how you

beheld , at Aix - la - Cl pelle , a pioneer of the ZGth

of the line turned into the verger of the Cathe -

dral . “

He had previously said, “ Such as you see me ,

Sir , J belong to three nations . Lam by chance

a Prussian , a Swis by profession , but in heart a

true Frenchman . “

confess that his ignorantly militaryv view of

ecelesiastical affairs amused me exceedingly ;

and on quitting the Cathedral , I was so pre —

occupied , that J scarcely noticed aàa very hand —-

some façade of the fourteenth century , orna

mented with seven noble statues of emperors ,
and backed by an obscure street Besides , I

experienced some interruption from two travellers

Utting the church , andho , like Myselt , wer 0

had probably been piloted by my old soldier .

s they were shouting with laughter , Iturned

round , and discovered two gentlemen , one of

whom had inscribed his name that morning , in
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my presence , in the register of the Hötel de

Empereur , as “ The Count d ' A belonging

to one of the most illustrious families in Artois

They were talking aloud , so that Icould not but

Overhear them . „ MWhat names ! “ said they It

required a revolution to bring them to one ' s ears

Captain Lasoupe ! olonel Graindorge ! Where

the devil do such people come from ! These

were the colonel and captain of my poor o

soldier , nor could Jürefrain from informing them

that Colonel Graindorge was connected with

Field Marshal de Lorge father - in - law to the

Duke of St. Simon . As to Captain Lasoupe , I

conclude that he may have been cousin to the

Duke de Bouillon , unele of the Eleetor Palatine

of the Rhine

Soon afterwards , I found myself in the square

before the town - hall , which , like the Cathedral ,

is composed of several other edifices . From two

gloomy facades , with high narrov windows , of

the date of Charles V. , rise two towers , the one

low and broad , the other high , taper , and quadran

gular , being a handsome elevation of the f.

teenth century The first is the famous tower

of Granus , scarcely recognisable under its pre

sent fantastical mask This steeple of which the

Oother is a in ature , lool ke a Pvran tur

bans placed one u wthe other , and diminishing

to the to ]

B. fore the fa de 18 A n ble tairease Con

structed like that of the urt of ͤthe White
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Horse , at Fontainebleau . In the centre of the

uare is a marble fountain , repaired and some —

t remodelled in the eighteenth century , sur —
4 2ounted by a bronze statue of Charlemagne ,

armed and crowned . To the right and left are

wo minor fountains , columns bearing on th

ummits two black and fierce - looking eagles , half -

turned towards the grave - looking emperor . It

on that site , perhaps in that Roman tower ,

that Charlemagne was born

The ensemble of the fountains , the facade , and

the towers , is royal , mournful , and severe . The

speaks powerfully to he mind , of Charle —

igne ; effacing by means of this all POwerful
ity , the disparities of the ediſice :

that stul WBole

The tower of Granus recals the greatness of

Rome , his prototype ; the facade and fountains ,

Charles V., the most POwe rful of his suecessors

design of the belfry reminds one of

it magnificent Cali ] h, Haroun - Al - Raschid , his

contemporary and friend

Evening vas approaching : Ihad passed my
whole de yin presence of stern but grand re

Jfelt



not having Passed under the hands of

The subterraneous passages said to have com

municated between the tovn hall , the Cathedral

and the Abbey of Borcette , nay , even to Lii

bourg , are filled up and forgotten .

At dusk I rested myself upon a green

to contemplate Aix la - Chapelle , which lay bene

me in the vallev , as if floating in a va B

degrees the evening fog , effacing the f 0

roofs of the ancient houses , blotted out even

sharp outlines of thent tower h with

Ot Of tl toV 1 e Vagt

Oft V vit Xsiatic ] le of the Krem

0 two isses , Uthe city, remained

U1 leſine the tov hall the Cathed U

Allen thoughts and visions of the day ne

rushed anew upon my m 1d The towu itself , tl

illustrious and symbolical town, see ed to meta

morpho self underu ve 6 The first

the two black masses , which I still distingu

became to me an infants crad the

Shrou 1; and In

Cmie
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