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LETTER VII .

re, August 4

Tux road from Namur to Liège eommences with

a noble avenue of trees . The luxuriant foliage

does its best to conceal the tasteless steeples Of

the city , which at a distance resemble nine - pins ,
intermingled with cups and balls .

On quitting the shade of these lofty trees , the

fresh brecze from the Meuse salutes you agree

ably , and the road follows the cheerful banks of

the river . The Meuse , swollen by the Sambre ,

becomes much wider , but the double rampart of

rock soon reaſ pears , representing at every step
t fortress , dungeons in ruins , or gxroups

of Tita towers . The rocks on the Meuse are

ferruginous , and aflord an agreeable varietv of

tint to tl ndscape The elements impart to

them a fine rusty coating ; but when broken up ,

P. the odious blue granite with which Bel



was man who converted it to the pur ! a

building - stone

W. passed rapidly through Sanson , a village

1 1 144 1 *
ve which stand , decaying amid the bi woOodal

the remains of a castle , built , it is supposed , un ler

Clodion .

There is a rock here , pointed out by the con -

ductor , which exhibits grim human physiog -

nomy We ſ next reached Andennes , where Jre —

marked a most inestimable treasure for the anti

quarian , in a pure rusti hurch of the tenth

century ,in a perfect condition . In anothe vil

lage , Sclayn , I believe there is the following

inscription over the prineipal entrance the

church Let no dog enter the house of God

Were TJcurate of Sclayn , I shouldthink it re

important to invite Christians to enter than to

Interfere with the expulsion

Kfter passing Andennes , then nt recede

à Plain sucee to the valles Al ö eMeu

disappe ars among the me 0V Lhe undscape

is still fine but the eye is now and tl Oflend d

by factory chimneys , the hideous obeli 01

modern civilization

The hills advance Once more the river and the

road reunite , and vast bastio ire perceptible on

the summit of a rock X handsome church , by

th le of a high square tower, with a tower - gate

flanked by a decaying watch - tover , are nov Per -

cept Dle Several modern habitations , the ecrea

ofk men of opulence in the old fashioned
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Flemish fantastical taste , now succeed , having

flowery terraces on either side of an old bridge ,

reflected in the waters of the Meuse .

We are now at Huy , next to Dinant , the

prettiest town on the Meuse , and just midway

between Namur and Liège , as Dinant is between

Namur and Gis Huv , which now possesses

a formidable citadel , was also of a warli cha -

racter in times tvyvore Winz tood leges

e Of f 18 OJ1 1a nant

n· ˖ Cities

waged war aga ea loms in

OUr Oun FI II In1 I

Kfter Huy , we havee of those pleasing con

trasts which constitute the charm of the Meuse ;

severe dooking rocks being opposed to cheerful

meadovs Vineyar IS begin to be N parent On
the hills ; the first , I should think , in B

From time to time one sees àa mar e 0
Dy the rive ho

r· eviced roo the K

give the idea ofa half ng 01

801 v 0 red e Here
1 LZärden adjoining 0 there f

basking garden , who frag t flowers diffuse

rtume are

While fretting against the ove rpowering gab
ble of innumerable geese , ducks , and Itry
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one detects àa red brick house , with slated turrets ,

stone - tramed windows , latticed with lead ; dull ,

elcan , and calm ; shaded by a luxuriant vine , with

pigeons on the roof , bird - cages at the windows , a

beautiful child , and a sunbeam on the threshold ,

the whole presenting a subject for Teniers or

Mieris .

Evening approaches : the wind sinks ; the mea -

dows and the woods become hushed ; and nothing

is heard but the murmur of the mighty streams .

Vague lights glitter in the houses ; all objects

become indistinet ; and my fellow travellers out -

vie each other in snoring .

Presently some person re marks that we shall

on be at Liège The scene now becomes truly

curiou At the foot of the dark and wooded

hills , towards the west , two balls of fire glare

and glitter , like the eyes of tigers ; while from an

orifice , eighty yards above your head , issues à

flerce flame , which glances over the neighbouring

rocks and forests . A little further on , at the

entrance of the valley , is a yawning furnace ,

which , when oeccasionally opened , sen Is forth

volumes of flames . These are the forges 1

by the engincer Cockerell Kſter
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glow the dark cireumference of an adioining vil -

lage ; in other places the flames are distinguished

through the apertures of some mis - shapely edifice .

One might figure to onc ' s - self that a hostile

army was marching through the country , sacking

and burning the different towns ; some blazing ,

some smoking , some half extinct This warlike

spectacle , seen in time of peace , like a frightful

coPy of devastation , is illustrative of the progress

of industry ,and the vast enterprizes of Cockerell .

A discordant and violent noise proceeds ſrom

this chaos ; and , being curious to visit one of

these fiery dens , I got down from the carriage .

The spectacle is indeed striking , particularly at

night ; partaking almost of the supernatural .
Wheels , saws , cauldrons , rollers , eylinders , regu —

lators , every portion of those copper giants which

we call engines , and to which steam imparts

strength and vitality to roar , hiss , grind , groan ,

to rend asunder brass , to twist iron , to pound

granite , are scattered about . The scorched and

workmen houvl like hydras and dragons
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being dailyv destroved by the vile taste of the vul -

gar burghers of the town , who read the Constitu -

· lupon a terrace pave Lwith zinc or asphalte

& Grecian temple , with a custom house officer

for its high priest , constitutes the entrance , in1

place of some fine old tower bristling with parti

zans nd the h h brick chimneyvs of steam fac -

Liège no longer possesses the ancient cathe -

du the PI ce - bish PS built 1 the illust u

Prelat Notge 1000, and demolished in

1795 , by J know not whom ; but mits place
she is rich in the forges of Monsieur Cockerell

mi mou ind in so noble a L0

A r upon the e there unds a

theat tiiron co n und 1P1
R

WuI( 4 1 0 16 lalid 10 0 10

Mar In the nineteenth , as in the xtèeenth

century , Liège is celebrated for the manufacture

ot arms ; competing with Fran for weapons of

war , and with Versailles , in Pparticular , for those

Of the sportsman
But the ancient cityv of 8 Hubert , formerly

uniting the d1 ties otwa cathedral and a ˖

and exhibiting pictures both ecclesiastical und

military , prays and fights no longer Xt present
her Province is to buy and sell ; and Liège may)

be regarded as an immense hive of industry , the

mainspring ot an extensive national commerce



LIEGI

The Meuse connects this city with France and

Holland : and with these two arms at her dis -

posal , both receives and despatches on either

de . Even the etymological derivation of the

name has been extinguished . The ancient rivu - —

nowW calle Ie⸗ 12- C 7¹¹ 1

Meanwhile Li . E0 li 8S gro ped in a pictul Ssquè

let Leꝗqi bein

manner upon the greei ridge of St . Walburge

divided by the Meuse into the high and low

town , which are connected thirteen bridges

some of them possessing architectural merit

Xs far as the eye n reach , it is surrounded by

trees and verdure , and still retains a sufficient

numl ok turrets , gabled mansions , Roman

towers , and dreary dungeons , such as those of

St . Martin and d ' Amercœur , to furnish matter

ofk interest to the poet and antiquarian , in spite
of the deterioration of factories aud for Les

Xs it rained torrents , Ihad only time to visit

four churche St. Paul , the present cathedral ,

a noble speeimen of the fifteenth century , having

W6 c e Ste with a curie port ti
1111 St O, a finent

tr Sfaor

U1 0 Lress

l nee Lro 0 LI e Pai

St. John , built in tl the tenth

century , Bavinga fſine quare to th a slated

steeple , either side Wo lower

towers
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1
dome or rather the hump of some nondescript

church , the door of which opens upon a cloister

disfigured , seraped , white washed , aud overgrown

with weeds St. Hubert , whose Roman apsis ,

with its arched galleries , is magnificent ; and

St . Denis , a curious church of the tenth century ,

having a tower of the ninth , which leaves evident

traces of devastation by fire towards the base ,

perhaps during the irruption of the Normans ,

in 882 . The Roman architects repaired and

continued the tower in the very state in which it

was left by the fire ; so that the newly - built part

is carried up on the impaired walls , Thus the out -

line of the ruin remains perfectl ) visible upon

the tower , even to the present day .
As Iwas proceeding from the church of St . Denis

to that of St. Hubert , throughu a labvrinth of low

narrow streets , in the wake of which were ensconced

madonnas surrounded with strips ok tin inscribed

with religious devices , I found myself under a

high and gloomy wall , ornamente d in a manner

which announced it to have pertained to some

palace of the middle ages . X low door having

Presented itself , Ientered a spacious court , and

found myself within the Precinets of the palace 0of

the C0 lesiastical 1 rinces 01 Lie eE Neve 1 di 1

behold an order of architecture more strange or

more gorgeous . Four granite fronts , over which

tower four prodigious high slated roofs , sup -

ported by four low - arched galleries scemingly

read to eld under the the enor -
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mous weight , confine the view on all sides . TWO

of the facades exhibit the most complete speci —

mens of the elliptical arches which characterize

the architecture of the end of the fifteenth , and

the beginning of the sixteenth , century . The

windovs of this elerical palace are much in the

style ok those usual in churches . Unfortunately

two other fronts , destroyed in the conflagration

of 1734 , have been rebuilt in the mean fashion

of that period , and tend to detract from the

general eflect ; though luekily they are not ab

solutely at variance with the austere style of the

01 palace

The prince - bishop who was in power a hundre 1

and five years ago appears to have allowed of no

departure from the original simplicity of plan ; and

two plain fronts were construeted , such as befitted

the architecture of the eighteenth century , which

allowed no medium between the frippery of

exaggerated ornament , and absolute nakedness .

he quadruple gallery enclosing the court is

in admirable preservation . Nothing can be more

cur F interesting than the Piars su ]

th broad elliptic arches , which are of grey

granite , like all the others about the palace .
In either of the four sides vou will find that

one - half of the shaft of the pillar disappears ,
under the embellishment of arabesques —a Fle

mish fancy of the sixteenth century ; and to the

confusion of the archeologist , that these ara —
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besques , as well as the curiously executed capi -

tals of the columns , abounding with chimerical

ires , leaves unknowu in 1 tany , apocalyptical
R

animals , winged dragons , and Egyptian hiero —

glyph apparently belong tot e eleventh cen

tury In orde not t ittribute these short

gibbous e Imn to the B UI tecture

11 necessar O Teim nat 1 CP Pal ] ace

of J e was un in rince Erard

de la Mar igned vear

Cdite 18 now cupied ˖ courts Ol

Dy 0001 Hel And 110 ra men , and

whoare installed beneath the are 8 beside A

vegetable market n the mid and the1

of the law are to be en pas to and fro

mong baskets of cabbages and We Fat

arrel89
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Jexamined the present fagade , the work of the

disastrous architect of 1734 , resembling a tragedy

by Lagrai

There was a vwretched man lounging before

e Chancel , in stone and marble .0

this frightful building , who insisted upon extort —

from mea tribute to its merits ; but Lwould

not listen to him, though he taught me that Liëge

was called by the Dutch , Luile, by the Germans ,

1 u, and in La U m

The room in which J
lodged at Liège was

hung with muslin curtains, upon which were em

broidered , n nosega but melor It was

adorned with engraving ˖ ustice to

Our defea F 1814 , but som ˖ njustice to

our language The following is the exact text

which figures at the bottom of one of these

Prints Batal / E Sν - αννhε , e 21 Mars ,

1814 La ιuẽ Art d 4 17f˙ ¹ 661 lu e,

OmDOο& 6 FJyde 4 ( 7 Hhblement J/a⁴

7 Jard - fut 11 tsonnters , et Alliés en
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