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5.

Lu just arrived at Lie by a most charming

of the Meuseroad , having f llowed the

from Givet hithe ＋

The banks of the Meuse are indeed beautiful :

nder they are so litt X few words

ma erve to describe their lead feature

Kfter the villag nwhich 1 Hband the

morning sun had th iskaction of Pr ig at

the toilet of the pretty peasant girl , you ascend a
hill which reminded me of the Val - Suzon , near

Dijon , and where the road wind pon itselt

snakewise during three - quarters of an hour , in

the midst of a forest , through deep ravin - the

channels of torrents Then follows an extensiwe

landscape 01 Plains rese mbling those of Beance ;

when suddenly the ground breaks to the left

and the road commands an awful precipice , acces

sible only to vegetation . It is at least three hun -

dred ſeet high, and at the bottom , as if sailing

Ame the trees ,one perceive the boats Pea

fully gliding along the Meuse ; while on the bank
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ztands a pretty villa , somewhat reser wling the

ornaments of a clock - case of the time o1 Lo

XV. , with a Liliputian basin , and a whimsi

miniature Pompadour garden , in which at a glan

vou mav discern every detail of the place No

thing is more disgusting than this Chinese bur —

lesque of nature ; a protest made by the vulgar

taste of man against the POetry Oof nature On

losing sight of the gulf , the plain recommences

for the ravine made by the Meuse cuts asunder

the plain as a furrow a fiel

A quarter league farther , they lock tl

carriage - wWhee I Uthe road radua V echn

towards the river . This timethe abyss lelight

fully ornamented by multitude f flowe and

ſine trees brig tened by the clear light of th

morning sky

Orchards , fenced by high he Iges , e nliven either

6 WS aleside of the road , and the green Meus

between precipitous 1 anks Knother river , l.

considerable ,but still more beautiful , her

Meusethe



to tremble two hun —

1feet above our heads X high Pyramidal

rock , point - d and bold , like the spire ot a cathe -

dra suddenly shows itself at the turn Ot the

1T0 1d

Vonder is Bayard ' s rock, “ exel⸗ imed the con -

we pursued the road leading between

the mountain and this colossal stone , and then

turning sharply at the foot of an enormous mass

granite , erested with a citadel The eye now

traces a lengthy street of antiquate 1 houses , con -

nected with the left bank by a fine bridge , and

terminated at the extremity by the sharp roofs

and broad windows of a church of the fifteenth

centurv . This is Dinant , where you h- lt for a

quarter of an hour , just long enough to re mark a

Prett ) little garden , so cultivated as to convinee

vou that vou are in Flanders ; the flowers being

exquisite , but interspersed with the inevitable

statues of pottery - ware One of them repre —

sented a woman dressed in a gingham gown an

straw hat . But on a closer investigation , and

thanks to the indications aflorded by a little tri - K

ling sound ,I discovered that she was inten led for

the water - nymph of a fountain

The spire of the church of Dinant is, as usual ,

a huge pipkin . Nevertheless , vi - wed from the

bridge , the front is impe sing ; and altoge ther the

t has an interesting appearanee
At Dinant

you quit the right bank of the Meuse . The sub —

urb of the left bank , through which you pass , 18
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admirably disposed round an old stronghold , now

erumbling to pieces , which formed part of the old

fortress .

Al

Ot are

usual turrets , stone - windows , and fantasti -

Utecture of

f

ther - cocks .

On

The

more

the Meuse becomes broader .

leaving Dinant , the valley

distant heights , are seen two cas

a block of houses , an interest 0

W

valley still widening , the rocks

At the foot of this tower ,I

the fifteenth centurs

deteeted .

ing specimen

with the

al wea⸗

idens ; and

To the ri ut , u

disappear ,
lered with

are everywhere visible , interspersed with

111I 1 ian foliage ; thepurple plum , the rosy

apple , and the scarlet elusters of the servicestree ,

looking like ve getable coral

to swarm with cackling poultry

The rot

and

id appears
the 1Oat

men send ſorth their merry carols from the river
lor the amusement of üthe smart voung maidenus

h are arms , and heavy baskets

Then comes the village cen

iage churchyar

0

8 ˖

Furtl

ere 1roc !

16

cads , who are seen trudging

tn

rrass upon

read the

D6 more

e living ;

n, having

and fluted



worn fountain of

noV

the
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to the city itself , it has nothing remarkable , with

the exception of the view from the two bridges

of the Sambre and Meuse The history of the

city is eflaced from its configuration : and it pos -
neither architecture monuments , edifices ,

nor old house Four or five mean looking
hurch zome bad specimens of fountains , in

t1 of Loui XV 11 t ha to exhibit
Namur never in pired but tà odes ; that ot
Boil mand anotl U which are
in wo mand the pi Orange To

Is a much a ¹ merits
1 ver the tovun

0t VI X . lings of ſre Pe
those lines which by Vauban , and

to interest m

shops , which , to

Ation
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ing to some other nation , where the language

has altered and degenerated & clumsy German

idiom is sure to ensue . The next name is “ Cru -

ν Piret , mercie - » Here one pereeives the in -

fluence of Catholic Flanders .

surname , Crucifix e uld not exis

Whether as name or

t in Voltai ianized

norloger . “ What
France . —“ Menendeꝝ Wodon , „.

a strange jumble of S! anish , Flemish , and

French the whole history of the low countries

ineluded in three vords ! By the interpretation

of these three shop - fronts , am enabled to trace

three national peculiarities ; the 01

he language , the other as regards the religion ,

of Flanders

Dinant , Namur
the last , as regards the history

Let me also remark that , in

and Liege , the name of Demeuse 18 of common

neighbourhood o01
oecurrence ; just as in the

Paris or Rouen you see Desenn - and Desei
7JNUs

must not forget the name 0f

baker ; which reminds me that , in the faubourg

St . Denis , at Paris , there is also one Vero , a con -

ſectioner ; while at Arles , upon the entablat Ure

of a Roman temple in ruins , you read the name

OKöMartus , hair - cutter and peruquier
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