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The view of Givet is delightful , when standing

as J did , about evening , upon the bridge looking

towards the south . Night , which is t best veil

for the follies of m nkind , bega to Cal t
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NSCRPTION

In the course of the day Jhad decided to visit

the old tower which once dominated the lesser

Givet The path ascending to it is rugged

enough , providing work for the hands as well as

kor the feet . Ut is necessary to scale the rock ,

which is hard and sharp . Having vith difficulty

reached the tower , Jfound it barrieaded and pad -

locked . I ealled , knocked , but nobody answered .

My efforts , however , were not unrewarded , for on

king round the decaying wall 1 remarked ,

amongst fragments which daily fall into the ra -

vine , a stone of some size , upon which there was

till a vestige of an inscription On a closer

peetion , I foi ndeit to run as follows : —

LOQVI 8 OMBRI

ARA8S I0DI . 81

CA P 801TR08

The letters , dec ply cut , seeme d executed with a

nail , and above them was likewise a signature ,

still Perfect Joçe Gutiere 1643 Lhave always

had a passion for inseription confess that the

one in question puzzled me What did it mean !

In what tongue was it written ? Making allow -

ances for orthography , you might have thought

it French , and purporting something absurd

L09 804 Ombre varaSοννοε - πνοσui , ( maudis ) la

Sot

But taking into aceount the effaced characters ,

these words were out of the question ; besides ,

He gnature of Jose Gutierez rotested against



it . Comparing the signature , therefore , with the

ish , Jcon —
words ↄ and otros , which are Span

clude that the inscription must be in the Cas -

1 Ktilian , and I have accordingl ) adjusted it as

LO GUE EMPESA EI HOMu/BRI

PARA SIMISMO , DI0OS LI

ACAVAPARA LOS OTROS

begins for hims - H, God
That which man Qin

completes for other which strikes me as being

aà very fine sentence , both Catholi and Casti

lian .

But who was Gutiere⸗ The stone was evi

dently taken from the interior of the tower The

batt e Of Rocroy took place in 1643 : was

the prisoners ma le on the field ?

Jose

Gutierez one oi

Was it in his dungeon he found leisure to inscribe

this melancholy summary of his existence Apro -

bable surmise , for it is evident that the letters are

the work of a nail ; and so long a phrase , in

Scribed in hard granite ould scarcely result but
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ber and noble , the groan and the laugh , the tra —

gedy and the parody , are alike dust and ashes ,

trodden by the passer - by into the same ravine ,

and the same oblivion .

The following day , at five in the morning , I

found myself comfortably seated on the imperial
of Van Gend ' s Diligence ; and having quitted
France by the road leading to Namur , ascended

the first eminence of the only chain of hills that

exists in Belgium . For the Meuse , flowing in

an inverse sense to the decline of the plain of

the Ardennes , has succeeded in forming a valley

in that immense Plain called Flanders ; where

man has constructed fortresses , in Pplace of the

mountains devis



wartists one meets on the road ,

with a staff in hand and a knapsack on their

occupy oneself on the roof of aH. WiISs onelt

diligence , unless by looking out at everything

that comes in one ' s way ? I vas admirably placed

for the purpose ; having beneath me a great

extent of the valley of the Meuse , and tot

south the two Givets , prettily connecte 1 by a

WI t inds, and casting a huge pyramidal

shadow : to the north , t lark defile into v

rushes the Meuse, the g upe a lumin us blue

14 14 F41 f 4 1
vapour In the attie of the inn , about two strides

from IIV Cat and on the Ame level Sits Pretty

peasant girl , dressing herself , wich the win low

wide open , whie h allows the rays of the morning

sun , as well as the indisereet eyes of the travel —

lers, to penetrate into the chamber Abov
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