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write to ron ittle tovn in

is XVIII . gave his last order of the day,

ht from France , and made his last pun :

St . Denis , Givet . “ ( J ' / vais). Iarrived here at

four o ' clock , pummelled to death by the ingenious

machine which the people persist in calling a

diligence . Having slept in my clothes for a

couple of hours , and the day having broken , Irise

to write to you .
On opening my window ßto enjoy the vi

dis0 Erne d the angle 0f

moss - choked gutter , and



˖
AlSCOVCI

tanding

is, and givi

62 .

e my last

Te lating 101

Varennes to Vil

yesterday



witnessed a victory of Cesar ,

the rule of Clovis nd the wave ring of N P leon .

Mankind —even Cœsar , Clovis , and Napoleon —

are but passing shadows . Even war is a shade

that passes in their train ; while the Almighty ,

and the works of his hand , and the peace of

nature by which they are overspread , abide in

unchanged sublimity for ever and ever

Intending to take the mail to Sédan , which

arrives at Soissons at midnight , I allowed the

lligence to Pre eed without me tothe town

the distance being a pleasant walk . When near

my journey ' s close , Lre ted myself beside a neat -

looking house , upon which was re fleeted the glare

of a blacksmith ' s shop from the opposite side ofk

the way ; and there religiously contemplated the

serenity of the heavens . The only three planets
visible were in the south - cast , in a confined space ,

as if in the same quarter of the heavens The

ever - resplendent Jupiter , whose movements of



brilliant hues upon the gloomy hills that s. parate
Noyon from the Soissonais . Just as J was con —

sidering what could be the origin of this beacon

Ppresiding over solitary plains , it appeared to

desert the hills , and ascend slowly from the violet

haze of the horizon towards the zenith ; for this

supposed beacon was neither more nor less than

Aldebaran , that tricoloured sun , that enormous
star of purple , silver , and turquoise , rising majes -
tically through the vague and sinister mysteries
0 twilight .

Explain to me , my dear friend , what unaccount —
able influence is attached to these orbs of night ,
which every poet since the first ereation of Poets ,
every profound chinker , and every vague dreamer
of dreams , has by turns contemplated , studied ,

worshipped ; some , like Zore ister , with confiding
wonder ; others , like Pythagoras , with trembling

Seth assigned names to the stars , as Adam
did to the animals of the earth

AwWe

The Ch Udeans ,
and the Genethliacans , Esdras and Zorobabel ,
Orpheus , Homer and Hesiod Cadmus , Phere -
cydes , Xenol hon , Hecatꝙus ,
Thuecydides

world , l. ng closed

Herodotus and
11 8 4those venerated evese n61 11Ie ancilien

in extin have gazed

rtal eyes



spheres . Pliny conceived the sun to be Gop him -

self ; and attributed the spots of the moon to the

vapours of the earth . The Tartar poets call the

North Pole Senesticol , which means an iron nail

Men have been found presumptuous en jſugh to

be pleasant at the expense of the const - ations

„ The lion, “ said Rocoles, “ might just as well

have been ecalled a monkey . “ Pacuvius , though

with flattering self - possession , Prete nded to ar —

raign the authority of astrologers Protestmg
Juniter :that , if real , it would rival that of Jupiter

Favorinus proposes this startling question : “ Are
Prol 89

not all human events the work of the stars ? —81

vetια orHα hοmmimum rumque , tmanarum

N ιο
6

las furet “ He supposes the flies and worms ,

muium et vratio et causd in chtoe

enνννj,B aut vermiculis, “ to be submitted to sidereal

influence —even to the very hedgel



For myse If, doen t /νν the stars . because 1
love them . Still , I never reflect without a cer -
tain depression of spirits , that the normal state of
the heavens i night . What we call dav , is the
mere result of our vicinity to a star ! It is pain -
ful to dwell too long upon infinite space . The
immensity of the universe is overwhelming ! Ex -
tasy is as much a portion of religion as prayer ;
but the e ne solaces , while the other fatigues the

From the firmament , my eves nou descended
to the ttage wall against which Hre sted . Here
Again was food for reflection . In this wall , the
Deasant had inserted an an - ent stone upon which
Werèe carved two indistinct lette rs , which the vi -
bration of the forge did not permit me precisely
o distinguish . could make out only J. the
rest seemed defaced
Now, wa

ythe apse Of centuries .
this Inscriptig : 1Ption ancient or modern

Ron 0 f Rome Certainly ; It was it the Sacre d

Reee and arms dr t0

aanether it was the contemplationOk the ta
mood of



to the earth ;in the other , ra him to the skies .

Julius Cæsar : “ Jesus Christ . “ What greater

names have been bequeath 1us Under an in

spiration similar to the idea which now engr sed

me , did Dante unite together in the lowest abyss

01 hell , to be dev - ured b the feartful LOrge Of

Satan , the greatest traitor of manl nd, and the

greatest assassinJudas and Brut

Ihree eities preceded Soissons on the sam Site

the Noviodunum of the Gaul the A¹ 8

Sonum of the Romans ; thee d Soissons of Clovis ,

Charles the Simple , and the Duke of Mayenne .

There remains nothing of the Noοννuuννν ] 0 wuhich

checked the progre Ss Of Csar . Suessones , says

the Commentaries , „cel tut HαBuνh,Hm ⁷αν

egat UCs M d tedttione mittunt A few

fragments only are left of Suessonium ; among

which is the ancient temple , converte durn

middle ages into the chapel of St Pet Old Sois -



a curious observation , considering how it was

e, by whom , and at what a moment

The night was too dark when I entered

Soissons to admit of searching after Noviodunum

or Suessonum ; so I supped , while waiting for

the mail , after passing some time before the vast

front of St . John of the Vines , whose outlines

were sharply defined against the sky , like a scene

on the stage . While wandering up and down ,
turned to see the stars flitting to and fro

throughi the erevices of the gle omy edifice , as if
it contained spirits , running , rising , and descend - —

ing in all directions , with tapers in their hands .

0As I vas returning to the inn , mi Inight str .
and the whole town was dark as a cavern . Sud —

IyV, a furious rushing from the farther ex —
tremity of a narrow street . little Iikely to be a
scene ofen eturnal d order Proved to be the
Ar 1Arrival of the mail , which drey up close to my
inn : luckily there wasa Place vacant . Our ney
mail - coaches are cel Unly excellent vehicles ; well
cushioned , with the windows aptl ) Placed both
ſor air and sight .

Just as Jwas al

voluptuous eushion , as



bolts stood open

4

Q0 ndarmes ,

entrance were

struggling

wards the ca

lantern shed

rending scene .

about thirty vears o0l

A 1d A tem ]

ha rexhibi

hand from an iron !

a sudden jerk they forced

By the vivid

that it was made with tvo

barred , and the door at

cured with powerkul
lantern

tionée An odd - loo Int
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mnimica

We vere traversing the beautiful
8Braine ‚Vésle Xfragrant bree

athwar hills , and towards the



the golden locks

of whose yellow cor eldshave just been eropped
by the harvest of July , now exhibits a succession

of earthy undulations , the summits of which are

erested with spare - looking briars . Here and

there tands a sl gN1 h windmill ; while 1 the

le a potter is d 1 re
upon a pl k ,

ha - t n loor a feu zen flowe 1 8 lately

turned fromet Id

Réthel lies upon a! ning tov Is the

* ndings intersectet towun in seve

ral ] 10 Litt remaius to attest that this wa

Prir 1 lence of the Counts of
C1 pagne ˖1 reets being mea and the
chur De W I lio TIty

From Réthel to Mézières , the road graduall9
ascends to the Plain of Argonne , which thus be —

comes connected with the hiche r Pla nof Rocron
The high slated roofs , whitewashed fronts , and

abutting planks which Preserve the houses from
rain towards the north , give a Peculiar character
to the villages . The Urst
eines are now oecasionally apparent alon the
horizon . There is scarcely any woodland, but a

attere
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civilization , have left little sſhelter for the wild

boars of the Ardennes .

On arriving at Möézières , I looked vainly for

the ruined towers of the Saxon ecastle of Halle

barde ; and found , instead , only the hard zigzags

of the celebrated Vauban : but in the passes are

some remains of the walls attacked by Charles V

and defended by Bayard . The church of Msé —

2 8 renowned for its stained

4 E . half - hot ecorded f

bre t, to visit it The window must hav
t by the fragments that 1 uin

vast vs of common glas

mitself is interesting , of the fifteenth

century , having a charming porch at the southern
side . PWOo 1 reliefs of the time of Charles

VIII . have been affixed to pillars , right and left

of the choir ; but they are unfortunately muti

ited , and most injudiciously whitewashed . The

whole church has been washed with vellow ,

groinings and keyston of the roof
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tions , constitute the delights of the tov

one of the Pla 0 whe e the austere loe

fortified town is fantastically eombined

joyous life of ůa garrison . I had wished to ſind

trace Turenne ; but alas ! Iwas disappointed
The house of his fathers is demolished , and there

4 4remains in its place a black marblie table in

ribed in gilt letters

US

TI te uponkt b

tracted attent 1 U ne

the event h which it connect

Henri

IV. havir been assassinated the Previous year

Louis XIII fated , like his father , to

IAth of May , was then ten years old ;

being ſive days vounger Richeliet

twenty - sixth yvear . & certain burgher

Crre , de med

On àa

Inne of

Fustria , his wife , was nearly of the same age



1Unoe
hilip III . was expelling the Moors from Spain ,

in spite of the advice ot the Duke d ' Ossuna ;

Uthe Dutch astronomer John Fabricius , was
the Dut

liscovering spots in the sun . XIl this occurred

about the time that Turenne was born .

Sédan has not been the faithful guardian of

his memory . Not a trace ol his house is now

visible

had not the courage to go to Bazeilles and

ok trees he plantedascertain whether the avenue

till exist There is, however , a mean bronze

statue of Turenne in the square The statue is

aà mere tribute to his glor ) The room in which

he wasborn , the castle where he lived , the trees

he planted , would have been tributes to his

For still better reasons there exist no traces of

Guillaume de la Marck , the undaunted prede -

cessor of Turenne in the annals of Sédan . It

rked as an evidence of the natural
may be rema A

ideas that when the boar
progress of things ar d

01 the Ardenne 8 G1S PPe Are d. S6 dan 10 duced A

Turenne .

Having enjoyed an excellent breakfast at the

Hoteh of the Croix d' Or, L decided to return to

Méꝛrières , to make sure of a conveyance to Givet ,

lVing at five leag les distance, and strikiugty Pic -

Proceeded on foot
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league from Sédan stands Donchery , with its old

bridge and stately trees .

Lively villages , pleasant countr ) houses peep —

out of thick masses of verdure , meadows

grouped with thriving her Is, the Meuse vanish - —

and then reappearing the next secon I, and

the weather as beautiful as the scenery . Half

wayv on my road ,I became hot and thirsty , and

looked out for some habitation and lo! the first

1
ö

sat 1 ufllieted

withet re, adi e prevale the counti

ne entered the hou ind

drank the cup of etl iter Jhad asked for

t six o' ele reached Möézièòre Uat seven

Lstarted for Givet , squeczed into the coupéë

betwixt a fat gentleman and fatter lady , who kept

Across mie .



ROV.

flocked round the diligence , a ge ndarme imperi -

ously demanding our passports .
The rattling of

chains in lowering a drawbridge , an Vthe light ot

the street - lamp , whie exhibited mounds of shot ,

and a piĩece of or lnance vawning at us , anne unced

that We had T0 ached RoOcroy The sight Of two

such memorable spots as Sédan an 1 Rocroy is an

interesting even or 1 Sédan be the bir hplace

of Turenne , Rocroy may be said to be the birth -

Place of ond

While trying to turn a deaf ear to the vulgar

commonplace of the fat ladwv and gentleman ,

whose incessant loquacity almost drove me out

of senses , the merry , fantastic , silverà sound of

chimes udd - nUÿ assured me that we were in

Belgium , the genuine land of chimes . Their

light and cheering harmony offer - some com -

pensation after the fatiguing gossip ol my fellow

travellers

The chimes wlluich enlivened me sent them to

sleep . I presume we were at Fumay , but the

night was too dark to distinguish anything ; 8⁰

that 1 passed the fine ruins of the castle of

Hierches , and the two well - known roe Ks called

the Ladies of the Meuse , without being aware of

it Every now and then , 1 perceived in the

hollows a whitish vapour , like smoke rising from

a furnace ; and this was the Meuse

At length , the dawn of day became apparent
A drawbridge was lowered , a gate opene

L and

9 * 14the diligence trotted thre ugh a defile , formed



GIVEIT .

on the left by a black , perpendiculat roek , and

to the right by a long , strange - looking edifice

having a multitude of doors and windows , which

all seemed open , ind in a dilapidated state ; 80

that Lsaw through it, and witnessed the twilight

gilding the horizon on the other side of the

Meuse

At the extremity of this mysterious edifice

there was a high , closed window , f. ebly lighted

the diligence passed rapi Uy at that moment past

looking tower ; we turned into a

chambermaids and other

auxiliaries made their appearance , and I found
PI

Sivet
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