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LETTER II .

MONTMIRNAI . - MoxrrORT - EPRRNAV .

Ar La Ferté - sous - Jouarre I hired the first ve —

hicle Jcould procure , making only two inquiries
“ Does it ride steady ? “ —- andAre the wheels

good ? “ — which being satisfactorily answered .

away J went to Montmirail . There is nothing

remarkable about this little towu , but a fresh

landscape at the entrance , and two fine avenues

With the exception of the Castle , it consists of a

collection of hovels .

At five in the afternoon J quitted Montmirail ,

taking the road from Sézanne to Epernay . In

an hour I reached Vaux - Champs , traversing the

field of battle . A moment before , Icame up
with a cart drawn by a horse and an ass , and

laden with saucepans , coppers , old boxes , strav

chairs , and other dilapidated furniture ; on the

fore - part of the vehiele , was a basket containing

three half - naked children , and in the rear another

basket full of poultry . The carter , dressed in

a smock - frock , carried an infant on his back ;

while a woman , trudging by his side , seemed

likely to furnish another Ihey were proceeding
towards Montmirail Just such objects must

this spot have Presented five and twenty years



6 uiry J found itago, “ was my reflection . On inq

was not an ordinaryv move but an eXPa rlation ,

the family being on their way to America ; not

flying from a field of battle , but from the pursuit

of want : or , in plain words , a poor family of

Alsatian peasants , to whom a grant of land has

been accorded in Ohio ; and who quit their native

country , little thinking that Virgil wrote beautiful

verses about them two thousand years ago .

These poor people seemed little concerned as

to their fate . The man was quietly attaching a

thong to his whip , the woman humming a tune ,

while the children were amusing themselves with

The furniture was painful to look at .

fowls alone appeared depressed by their
journey

This indifference astonished me , for J believed

the love of country to be more deeply rooted in

the heart of man . After all , these people aban

don with indifference the trees under which ther

grew to maturity L followed them some time

with my eyes , wondering which road the wretehed

group would take ; but , by the winding of the

road , they suddenly disappeared . For some
time afterwards Jheard the smack of the man ' s

whip and the hum of the woman ' s song , and all

wafterwards Jfound myself upon the Pl üns
lered glorious by Napoleon The sun wi

ng, the trees shot forth their shadows , 80
that the furrows were slightly defined here and



to be seen but an occasional plough .

VOT MONITMORT .

A grey mist was rising from the ravines ,

and the fields were deserted , so that nothing was

ſtleft was a stone - quarry , where the newly rounded

millstones were strewed upon the ground , lik

To my

immense draught - board , o

which giants had been playing the game .

As lmuch wished to see the Chäteau of Mor

leagues from Montmirail ,

Armentiéères , Iturned abruptly to the left , a

teen huge eln

the road to Epernay , at the point where six

bending over the road , exhi

their wild profiles and disheve lled wigs . 1

t in the elm . XIl other trees are monoton

The elm seems imbued with

a malicious spirit , and disposed to make game of

its neighbours , and assume fantastic shapes

puzzle the evening traveller The foliage

young elms expands in all directions , like

explosion of a firework . From La Ferté to

spot where standeut

lined only with poplars , intersper

he sixteen elms tl

1 PP Iy boundl

CR 81 impe ˖

to the right , as if starting

nfused multitude of turr

nging



CHXTEXKU OF MONTMuCOI

quitted the carriage at the entrance of the

castle , which is a beautiful specimen of the

castellated style of the sixteenth century , built of

brick , and having a slated roof with ornamental

veathercocks . It is moated , and flanked with a

double wall , besides three arched bridges com -

municating with the drawbridge . All this is

ituated in a beautiful landscape , commanding

seven leagues of horizon ; and , on the whole , the

edifice is in good preservation . The principal
tower contains a winding staircase , as well as a

lope for horses There is a curious old iron

loor from the staircase , and in the embrasures are

ur little iron implements of the fifteenth century

The garrison of the castle consisted of an old

ceper , named Mad selle Jeanette , who

0 ved me grac 1 Of the old partments
rain the „ Vhie is spacious

and vaulted drawin om, turned into a

billiard - roo ind a char little boudoir , with

gilt mouldings , and a be designed rosette

is the centre - ·p 0ftl ling . The old draw

ng - room is unique the cross - beams of the
lng painted , gilt , ande

I,
still existing in

1
t state The spacio mey - piece

dorned with two noble st is in the grand
ot Henri III TI Wa Vo formerly

th taj stry , representing fami Portrait
ing the Rev nmution the Pe ple Of th

them —a worthy
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EPERNAL . 15

war to wage against feudality . The present pro -

prietor has pasted up in their stead some old

engravings of views in Rome and the wars of

Condé , in honour of which magnificence 1

bestowed a sum of thirty sous on Mademoiselle

Jeanette .

After a glance at the ducks swimming in the

fosse , Jwent my way .

laving quitted Montmort by an execrable

road , Imet the mail which was to convey you my
former letter , and I forwarded by it a thousand

Q8000 VISD to my lear t frie 1d

The road now lav through a wood Night was

oming on, and nothing was to be seen but the

hut of the char - L- burner moking through the

trees The flames from an occasional furnace

at N h t 1 1 fwere at times visible through the dusk ; the wine

agitated the trees ; and in the heavens the

splendid chariot proceeded majestically above

escorted by myriads of stars , while my humble

vehicle was jolting along solitarily belov

Epe he City of sparkling e 5



th

part of the ! uilding . The three names annexed

e estimable grocer whose shop seems to form

to their history may suffice to describe them , v12 .

Thibaut , Count of Champagne ; Pierre Strozzi ,

Marshal of France ; Poterlet Galichet , grocer ; : —

and J need scarcely inform you that this last is a

disgraceful heap of lath and plaster . Of the

first little remains ; and of the second , a beautiful

porch , and some stained glass , part of which re —

Ppresents the history of Noah , depicted in the most

diverting manuer . Both the porch and windows

are half - buried in this disgusting Plaster , which

reminded me of Odry , the actor , with his blue
1 f f N 1 N 1 1

gu shirt - collar , attired instoekings and hi the
helmet and cuirass of Francis I.

Lwas advised to visit a cellar e ntaining fifteen

hundre Uithousand bottles of wine ; but on mö

road Ichanced upon a field so beautifully be —

spangled with wild flowers , and 80 bright with

sunshine , that I . uld not tear myse

Proceed to acellar .

The bpomatum for

at La Ferté is called PIJ9

Phiſothriæ, bein , 2 Kr 1 ee Ng àaSreek importation . At
nay

Urail , IJ had to Day forty sous
for four fresh eggs : Whicl

ggs; which , for the country , struek
me as somewhat high .

f 121 XIthe hotel at Montn

forgot to mention that Thibaut lies buried in
his g *n church , and Stroz2 in his ; and Iam in -
elined teto exact a sepulture in the other for my
imend the grne grocer . Strozzi was a ſine fellow .



EPERNAV .

Brisguet , the court jester of Henri II . , affected

one day to amuse the court by smearing his

new velvet mantle with grease . The Countess

laughed , but Strozzi exacted bitter tears by his

vengeance on the unfortunate fool . For my part
I should neither have laughed nor revenged
myself ; and Jhave always been inclined to hold

cheap this sorry jest of the Rendissunce .
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