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At La Ferté-sous-Jouarre I hired

o hicle I could procure, making only two inquiries—

Are the wheels

“ Does it ride
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i away [ went

remarkable

e, and two fine avenues.

s landscape at the entr:

, 1L consists of a

: With the exception of the Cast

e collection of hovels

At five in the afternoon I 1!1.5.11:-‘1 Montmirail,

taking the road from Sézanne to Epernay.

f an hour I reached Vaux-Champs, traversing the

with a cart drawn by a horse and an

e
B field of battle.

n

a chairs, and

o fore-part of

3= three half-naked
\ basket full

- a smock-frock,

laden with saucepans, coppers, ¢

while a woman,

likely to furnish ai
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don with nee the trees under which the

grew to 1ty I followed them some time
with my eyes, wondering which road the wretched

group would take:; but, by the winding
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there. A crey mist was r ¢ from the ravines,
and the fields were deserted, so that nothing was

to be seen but an oceasional plough. To my
left was a stone-quarry, w here the newly roui led
millstones were strewed upon the eround, like
the men upon an immense draught-board, o

which giants had been playing the game.

o e
As | much wished to see the Chiiteau of Mont-

four leacues from Mon

Armentiéres, I turned abruptly to
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1ts neighbours, and 1 1S | s Lo

puzzle the eveni
young elms ex] ands in all directions, like the
(“\I"l"H;ll:] of a firework. From La Ferté to the
spot where stand the sixteen eln

lined only with
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war to wage against feudality. The present pro-
prietor has |-.|._~||'IE up In their stead some old

engravings of views in Rome and the wars of
Condé, in honour of which magnificence 1
bestowed a sum of thirty sous on Mademoiselle

1
Jeanelite.

After a glance at the ducks swimmine in the

fosse, 1 went my way.

Havine quitted Mor by an execrable
road, I met the mail wh tO « vey you my
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hut of the charcoal-burne: wking through the
trees The flame from an o sional furnace
were at times visible through the dusk ; the wind
agitated the tre - and in the heavens the
spie chiariol pr eeeded m:l_i-n'.iw'.tlul._\ abovi
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Briscuet, the court jester of Henri II., affected
nuse the court by smearing his

ne day t ni

L0 al

new velvet mantle with erease. The Countess

ghed, but Strozzi exacted bitter tears by his

ance on the unfortunate fool. For my part
Id mneither have laughed nor revenged
mysel and I have alwavs been inelined to hold

cheap this sorry jest of the Renaissance.
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