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UP TuE RUINI 183

TO PETER BAGSTER , ESd . , CANTERBURV

My Dran Prrrn . —Iu am not a man to be easily

Shocked . but J don' t know when I've been more struck

of a heap, since mypitch 4 t nto the gravel pit ,
than by your pre is letter to my Phew . Suppose you

lid not hear frome 1 what then K hundred things

might turn up to prevent my taking pen in hand —but

no, —dead J was to be, and dead Jam , and I suppose

stuck into all the newspapers , with a flourish about my

Xtian fortitude and resignation . I know I named

Rotterdam , but why didn ' t you wait for my letter from

Nimeguen ? I cannot help thinking that , as an old

friend , you might have staid a post or twWo, an 1 hoped

for the best , instead of taking a flying l p tos

melancholy conclusion . Even as an old sportsman ,

ought to have knowu better , than t ry Who - OOp

before Jwas fairly run into . God knows , Lam but toe

likely to die every day) and hour of my life , without

being killed before my time . If it had been à first

Warning , there was some excuse for giving me over —

bhut you know as well as any one , how many fatal attacks

Lhav . pull through in the most miraculous manner



out in my coffin , it ' s my b 1 n ha

sworn it was all sham abram must say, Peter

hnas ne to my heéart Five ndetwenty vears ha W

U hand ind Nle Vo Im0Or 1 Dr ler than

friends , and here vou knoe I n the h 1wit

little cere n) penny - a - line fellow v 1 killth

Grand Turk , or the King of Frane Hang me, Peter

if Jcan believ . you are your ow. n man . As for proving
t Will , and so forth , it ' s the first time Lever knew

vou to Pprompt in law business , instead of quite the

rever for king your par 5 did not get

lal 1 2 8

K 1

Ld t —

the gu mad T 2 n

Which I shall be whenever J get back to Woodlands

After being made a ghost ofet my owu servants *

it will be amongst them for John to be sent

of ale ! Besides ,

rare joke

by a dead and gone master for a jug

who knows but J may be run after by all the fools in

the parish , and kissed and sung hymns to, and made

prophet of, for coming bacl t of m wn grave, as

V v 0

M

Bu U

of hand , but, fol ˖ V m ˖ Way my 1

racter to my ow¹nneph In your Burking letteret

lim you say , and so, tli - ny forebodings which

looked

apourish croaking

1late

nerv

mongst your worthy Uncle ' s friends were

n as mere Ous fancies , and v



id so, and proved it by my symptoms and inward

feelings ; but is a man for that to be made out m

plete hypochondriac , Wwhich I never was in my lit

Jdon ' t wish to be harsh , but if mything could frighten

ind flurry such a T hypl eroaking creature as

n v rId t1l ler, 11

T K Ias vou

have ch r 1 t
iape of a condoling letter

Luckily my own nerves are of aà tougher texture , but

poor Kate cried and sobbed over your infernal black

lged funeral sermon , with its comfortings and Sym

pathisings , as if J had been fairly dead and buried in

the family vault . However , I shall now drop thi

comfortable subject , hoping you will not take a

few words of serious advice , namely , not to tu

friend like a defunct one, just b 1se he don' t WI

Dyyevery post that he is

This pl

that you must excuse particulars as to our foreign

plaguy business has so puten
t Kk

travels . But J writ to Truby from Cologne , and what ' s

better , Lsent the Hock wine J bet him , and if you ride

over , mayhap he will let you look at a bottle and the

letter at the same time Kt this present we are at

Coblenz , where we have taken lodgings for mont



If Jwas foolish enough to try to forget my

pensation , J should have been reminded by two Ger -

man funer that passed this very morning to the

St. ( tor ' s rd
b

AS 5 may

8 8 L suppose

meant Bu t „ r0S8-1 rer and a

flag- bearer , there were about a score of regular attendants ,

all carrying liglited tapers and singing a hymn , though

the solemnity of the thing was alittle put out of sorts

by the jerking antics of one man , WhO kept rolling his

head about like a Harlequin with St . Vitus ' s dance .

4 N rners walked behind the hearse . , with a Pro

fri towyI t after

4

boy v re 1 Un ly at all behind

him; j if he had gone off in a huff , or been sent to

Coventry by all that belonged to him Th une , to

dur English notions looking rather neglectful and dis

nd to my mind , not in chaaracter
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romantical , feeling , and sentimental people as the Ger

mans , Whereby Lhave made Frank promise to go to th

ground , and see the last of me till Lam fairly earthed .

And it won ' t be long , poor fellow , before he is called to

his sad duties . I feel sensibly Wor since beginning

this letter , and as such, old friend , your card of con

dolement was e Iy Wrol r ˖ f dat md by the

timeet t˖ may be a true bill , down to

the hat

Since the above there has been another guess - sort of

Pprocession to old St . Castor ' s Church —namely , a mar -

riage . Having lived single so long , without enlarging

on my opinions of wedlock , you may guess their nature

by what J may call my silent vote on the subject . But

to judge by the young fellow wWI Play- bridegi m

must have been wrong all „ davs . for there 1

be
as great

8 8 n

Frank has t —but

blacklead pencil can ve no not fhis action and

moveable airs. Zounds ! you would have thought a

Benedict was as much above a Bachelor as a thorough

bredet urt horse. And mayhap so he is ; but for my

part , as Frank said , L. zuld not make myself such a

walking objeet in public , for the best of women . What ' s

more , LJcannot even guess howea baslhiful young fellow

could ever get over a German courtship ,if it it

such a before - folk affair ribed byůt Old

Man in his Book of Bubble



romantic country 9
tenof her she - cronies nging Jhing nd Utzing
ufter her heels Wit t ng part rly shec
r sShameta 8 v Q mal Ldon ˖ 1 4

have gone sweet - hearting with half a Se 2
girls , ballad - singing , and wh rligigging along withue1
Uagog , of course , to see how love was made , giggl

my tender sentiments , and mayhap scoring every
kiss like a notch at cricket . provided one could hav
the f to Kkiss at all in such a mpany . But foreign

1 —
22 Un

t 1

And now , fr Il . G Al vour
family , by way of a t farev rom your old and
faithful friend . RICHARD ORCHARD

Jwish you could see the breed of Pigs in thes - Parts .
They are te rribly long in the legs , and thin in the flanks ,
ind would cut a far better figure at a Coursing Meeting

that Cattle Show . Some of them quite run lean
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