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UP THE RHINI 89

TO GERARD BROOKI ESd

My pranR GERARD Vou v not be sorry to re

tiding ˖ n whose mysterious disappear

ince me tv r th 8back , cost us both some

SPee Uation Vester vy. whilst looking at the monu -

ment ofCuno of Falkenstein , in the venèerable church of

St. Castor . LwWas accosted by name , and with some

difficulty recognised , under a German cap and kittel ,

our old friend Markham . In answer to my inquiries ,

he told me a new edition of the old story —of “ becom

ing security for à friend, “ &c . ; in short , he had com

abroad to retrench , and selected this bank of the Rhine

for his saving - bank . From what 1 uld rn, t

experiment had not answered his expectations *

remember, “ said he, “ our laugl Cat Written noticee

stuck up at the Opera House in Lor lon , enforeing

certain exclusive regulations , in consequence of the great

aHſluencè of strangers behind the scenes “ In the same

sense , the great affluence of strangers up the Rhine has

not only had the effect of raising the price of everz

irticle , but with its proper meaning , the supposed
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light - fingeéred sel Ima „ Why ry B t·

land was a bandit , and 1 thee

regularly org 1 S n, v ther Journeymen

Robber 4 N 3Nobbers 8 y,
boy ! It t˖ R 1UI

1d
t nil

Thin Instèad of elassifl
Ncation ai m ust n, the true way would be

something like th take a clever boy , bring him up
like a young Spartan —reward him for successful pick
in nd steéalin Stri eighth commandment out
of his cat sm, —send ' l ch in Newgat
let Bill8 m 1 Dr 1 N

G 1 II Man
t D ut 1

you speak n 0

“ From both, “ said he ; “ the Middle—
Ages with the modern ones , I cannot 1 Ip thinking
that an extortion of some 30 per cent . on all foreign
travellers on the Rhine , has a strong smack of the old

freebooting spirit . “
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Str Sai ious smil Ther
snot , indeed , much sacrifice to Show . II plied ,

perhaps the more solid comfort . “ Comfort , my dear
fellow ! “ eried Markham , „ the Ge rmans don ' t even
know eit by name; there's no such word in the langu
Look at the construction of their houses ! X front door

nd a ck door , with a well staircase in th middle

ip which a thorough draught is secured b5 f˖

Pier withea score or two of unglazed wir tl
itt by this ury contrivance servinget ry the family

linen . Make vour sitting room , therefore , as Wwarm as
you please with that close fuming , unwholesome
abomination , a German stove , and the moment yvou
step out of the chamber door , it i

vourself , in winter , from the hot house into the
10 ggravate thes discomfe rts , vou

05U

8 like tr insplanting



conversation was here interrupted by thi entran

Mrs. Markham , a handsome , but careful - lo king

nage, to whom J wascordially introduced . Indeed

nfessed to trouble , especially a severe illness Of

b 8001 r their arrival at Cobl not !

101

2 2 zutet 8 tle tria Said . ir

now things to laugh over , although they Were sufficiently

harassing at the time . My chicken , for instance

cried Markham , with a chuckle at the remembrance

Vou must know , that Harriet here took it into her

kind head that , as Lwas an invalid , Icould eat nothing

but a boiled fowl . The only difficulty was how to get

rour maid does not understand English , and her

t k any thing els However , Gret

mVỹ U 1 1

na tongue , t more they must be like German ; 8e

her first attempt was tont Uthe maid that she wanted

cheeking , or a keéeeking The maid opened her eyes

and mouth , and shook her head It ' s to cook , said

her mistress , to coke —to put in an iron thing - —in a
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ind reckoned myself fortunate , even though it
in after all , roasted instead of be

But now vou know something of the language ,
I, „ you fare sumptuously , of course , for it ' s
iant country . “ To th eye , replied Mark



moderation No seasfis ves , oysters , as big, shel

ind all, as a pennypi ‚Hand six shillings a hundre

Vou hear of salmon - fisheries , but the steamers ha

frightened away the fish , — I have seen about six her -

years , and have been asked two dollars a pound

3d. and 4d. per pound ; and worthless chub and

urbel m. No good housechold bread —it is

half ry ind wheaten flour is only to be bought at the

try k' s 2 2 tables it the staple ne ,

˖ f

remal 1 · 1 nd ftel

neatable froi ˖ for xampl hèrries , fine t

K at, but every one ntaining a worm For foreign

fruit , you may have indifferent oranges at 4d. to 5d

ch. Coffee reasonable and good —tea as dear and

bad. Then for wine, the lower sorts of Rhenish and

the Moselle are cheap and excellent ; but the superior

kinds are easier to procure in London than on the

KRhil Foreign wir vou mayl e at pleasure for

R nders 1 t t n tl

1

Bavariar ˖ ved at ( West n hams

tred in N n xtracted from Rhenish

nuts ; French Bordeaux , and ( hampagne ,

ma from German potat - ind grape English gin

listilled at Düsseldorf ; and Gorgona anchovies , caught

Rhine Perhaps you are not aware , that in







mongers in Europe

Lstared , as vou may suppos at such al 1Ssert !

It is true , however,“ said Markham , some of etheir

Physicians ha detected an active poison in their

national blood - sausages ; —a little while back there

were proclamations in the papers against poisonous

gar - pl Mr. Krauss of Dusseldorf found

tato - brandy 8 1 sonous , as to attribute to its

ise most ofet rimes committed in Rhenish Prussia ; —

and of course yvou are aware of the experiments ir

London with the poor finches and the poisonous German

candles ! “

Now he is too bad - —isn ' t he interposed Mrs

VIlarkham , with a smile . But it is half joke and

Would you believe it , Sir ,he has set me against

1 Pla 0 U a ˖ 1

faeinget M f

B B 5 II ha

1ended it 8

the two business re only brought under one roof for

the natives to bathe in the beer !

„ And Why not ? “ said Markham . mdDoes not

Head say that at Schwalbach they batlie in the mulla

gatawny soup , and at Wiesbaden in the chicken - brothi

But to return to our subject , the advantages of living

in Coblenz It may be otherwise , elsewhere in Ger

many ; but as a generalprinciple ,take my word for it ,

rand difference is not in the cost , but in the manner

v Xs for rotrenchment , on the same plan it
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iarket , as you must do here , with your ready - money

vour hand - then sum up , at the year ' s end , and 1
rily the utmost saving , by coming to such a

1ce as t would be some 101. or 201 . to set off against
11 tions and disadvantages of expatr n

Possess ,to reside in London with the indifference as t

caste , appearances , and fashion , which his scheme

requires ; but that persons of limited incomes mighͤt

live in the provinces , or in Scotland , as cheaply , and

morèe comfortably , than on the Continent in general ,

ppears to me very probable , and on various accounts

ghly especially as experience proves that

‚lu 2 In our

We 1 t Xrm Smal

Iuar ylimestr Her id my

mpanior sth ˖ fua recent and successful

Xxclaim -







put here is theplay bill ; “ and taking a sm

paper from his ] ket - book , he read to me the 1

ue manifest

1 1 turr 28

˖ trees and bushes of

N t re given , to all poss 1

ftrees and bus to them from caterpillars ,

exterminate these destructive vermin . This clearing

the trees , &c . must be done tMοͥοννid⸗ until the

10th of April Xny neglect in this respect will incur

mishment dictated by the laws of the poli

Signed „ QTRE ORER - BURnGERMREI

LI said Markham , there ' s tl P¹

Now look up at tliose bare limestr

t every leaf , - was there ever such practical

on a despotic government ! It has quelled

Frankfort rioters —it has dispersed the Heidelberg

students —it has bridled and curbe d young Germanz

and tamed the Burschenschaft —but it cannot put

lown the Raupenschaft ! Think of a Prussian Ober

Burgermeister beaten by a bliglit ! Imaginenmt

first magistrat ftl capital of tl NR nish pr
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swarm of proscribed vermin ! Nature at all eventswill not stand dictation ; and S0 far from the insèectsbeing xterminated . they have got mucli a - head insome parts of the country . that the Proprietors of fruittrees and bushes have had serious thoughts of ittingthem all down !

P ssibly, “ said I. the autliorities n glectedeutenforce their mandate b/ Personal example . X PoliceDirector might think it beneath his dignity to arrest amaggot ; and a mounted gendarme v uld probablydisdaint Pursue a creeper . “ Ves, “ added Markham .ind a ponder 8Head - Burg master m t nat IIVL0 net Warm 1 im 2 t 1n1 2
This conversati n brought to our Igings , whereWe found my Unclé Just recovering from warninwhich had been accompanied by rather singular circumstances . It appears that at the ( ivil Casino . twhich foreigners are lib rally admitted . h
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little English . and had off
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his last . His calmness and business like manner , 1

suppose , gave him an appearance of WI ful premedita

tion to the act ; for, according to Nunkle ' s accoun

had no sooner intimated to his companion what was

about to happen , than the other , falling into one of

those suicidal fits of exaltation , 80 prevalent in Ger

manv . burst out with , It is one sublime tort Land

here is 1 zublin Pla 101 1 shall di0 too !

Whereupon , without more remony , he pull dea little

phial of Prussic acid , or some other mortal compound ,

from his waistcoat pocket , an was proceeding to Swal

low ethe contents , when the dying man , jumping up ,

knocked down the bottle with one hand , and Mr .

Schwärmer himself with the other , and then , totally

forgetting his own extremity , walked off in double

quick time , nor ever stopped till he re ached his own

door . Two full hours had elapse d since the occurrence ,

but between the walk home and his moral indignation ,

Fhat. , Frank, “ he üd, on end story ,

J never liked the four cross - roads , an 1the stake

through a suicide ' s body , in England ; but when Isav

Mr . Swarmer going to drink the deadly poison , hang

me if J Wasn ' t tempted to drive my ow]ujn alking - stick

into his stomach ! “

Perhaps , sir, “ said Markham , “ you are not aware

that tliere was formerly aà Club of Suicides in this very

country . They were bound by a vow not only to kill

themselves , but to induce as many persons as they

could to follow their example . 1 have not heèeard that

2K 3



made any proselytes , but they all died by thein

wn hands —the last blew out his brains , if he had

my , in 1817 . „ They ought to have been hung in

ffigy , said my Uncle . A great many suicides

ontinued Markham , „ were attributable to Werther

who brought felo - de - se quite into vogue That

Vairter, “ said my Uncle , “ ought to have been ducked

in a horsepond . “ „ He was a mere fiction , sir , a crea

1re of Goethe ' s, “ said Markham . Then I would

have had Gooty ducked himself , said my Uncle

Even at this day,“ said Markham , “ there is Bettin -

U 1uthol W 1 IIII that 1 1nel I St

U 1 * 1 1 1 y

Kur madam , s married ii U but her

bosom - friend , drest in white with a crimson stomacher

tabbed herself , in such a position as to fall into the

Rhine . Then again there was Louisa Brachmann , alias

Sappho , s0 inclined to die young , that at fourteen

vears of age she threw herself from a gallery , two

ries higl And was killed on the spot , of cours -

my aunt , with a gesture of horror . No , madam

row herself , f nd- twentyv vear

1 8 II

Eng

notior r German Biograſ r rather Apol

Zist, says, tl rfirst flight in her fourteenth year was

nly : ly poetical presentiment of that Whi⸗ ghed

her dowyn in her fortieth , namely , the beggarliness of all

man pursuits compar 1 with the yearnings of the
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soul . She must have becen a forward

ge, “ remarked my Uncle , “ to have seen an

the world 80 800n . “ „ Now I think of it Said mv

Aunt . I remember reading in the work

traveller in America , that on des - ribing to a lady

emotions at the sight of Niagara , the other asked her

ie che did not feel a longing to throw herself down , nd
1n

ngle wit That was a German

re , id M irkham , or at least Of

German origin . T fact is, these people kill them

ves for anything or ne thing : for instance , Lshould be

loth to trust a sentimental Prussian with hims ( If, with

his pipe out and an empty tobacco - bag . Voung or old ,

tis all one . Only the other day there Was a reward

ffered in the Rhein - und - Mosel - Zeitung for the body of

an aged grey - haired man , describing his cap , his suit of

hoddan grey , his blue woollen stockings , and ! led

hoes . One would have thought that such

Anderson might have had patience tot Idl

the hill of life like a Christian ; but no - —at t nd ot

the advertisement there was an intimation , that he was

supposed to have thrown himself into a neighbouring

river ! Talking of drowningthe same element is fatally

used , as I have been well informed , in a very different

mäünner . As ball - cartridge is not always to be got at

common soldier inclined to selfnurder , after Ioading

his musket with powder , pours a quantity of Water



Herod & Doctor whose name J forget , but

determined to kill

MWith
. iven in the newspapers , not onlz

himself . but to bury himself into the bargain

this view he dug agrave , in which he shot himsel 0

Pistol , at the same time, firing a sort of mine filled Witl

mpowder , by the explosion of wWhich, though the

experiment onlʒ partiallʒ sueceeded , he expected to be

red with earth and sand . And , for my part ,

began my Uncle , “ if J had been the Coroner for Ger

many In Germany , my good sir , there is no Coro

ner „ HFEgad ! J thought as much, “ eri - Imy Uncle

t seems to me, no S Ilmaster or Clergymar

It 1

XIlmighty canon agan ˖

1 1

Seriously, “ said Markham , this propensity te

uicide is a reproach which the Germans have to wipe

way before they can justly elaim the character of a

moral , religious , or intellectual people . The more so,

it is not the vulgar and ignorant , but the educated

ind enlightened , - Scholars , Doctors , Literati - - men that

would 1 flended to be denied the title of Philoso ] hers

ment Ud be shockeden 0

ter rt tter withea profane bullet the

lome of thought , the pala ft

And now . Gerard ,as a sermon concludes the servi

these grave strictures shall end my letter My best

love to Emily and vourself . Vours ever trul )

F. SouRRVILLI
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P. S . We kept Markham to dine with us, after Whicl

he and J took a stroll to the other si1 fthe M

Bridge , where the sight of a little chal brilliantly

lighted up , led to a conversation on the religious cha -

racteristics of the natives Kccording to our friend

there is a g lea bi Xxta Cobl 1

very activ ˖ ssional layman

et It it v nver ns Wholesale

1 Xs an i 1 üid he, “ there was an

Eng family residing
IU Protestants . The head

it was Occasionally absent on his travels , and on

fine day at his return home —hey presto I —he found

his wife , her aunt , and all his children , Roman Catholics !

By a whimsical coincidence the anecdote had scarcely

left his lips , When , turning a corner into the high road

Who should we come upon plump , trudging

h it her best pace , with whuge unligl Wax - taper

in her hand , but Martha , my Aunt' s maid ! Tl 1

prise pulled us lup short ; 1 1 U ter

word , she pitched her . indl tot hedge, v

right - about with the alacrity of a Prussian soldier ,

fairly took to her heels , like a mad cow , and , aided bʒ

the descent , was out of sight in „ no time at all

Markham , who understood the matter , burst into a

loud laugh , and then explained to me the Whole mys

erv ; for which , if you are curious on the subject ,

may consult the inclosed verses .
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