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THE SONG OF THE NIBELUNGEN .

ADVIEVTURE II . Or StrorkInD . —Siegmund , king of Netherland ,

had , by his queen Sieghelind , a son of high renown , who , in his earli -

est youth , achieved many marvellous deeds of chivalry . He did not

remain with his father in the burgh of Santen, “ but traversed many a

country , ever distinguished for the strength of his arm , and the cour -

tesy of his behaviour ; so that he obtained the love of many a fair

lady . Vhhen he came to a ripe age , he returned to court . Then his

father , the king , caused proclamation to be made , and commanded

2
his knights to assemble on the day of the turn of summer, “ when

his son should be knighted , together with four hundred sons of the

noblest of the realm . The ladies were employed in embroidering

rich garments with many a precious stone , for the young prince . In

honour of his knighthood , mass was sung at the cathedral , and a

plendid tournament and jousting was held .

There they run and saddled many a tilting horse ;

In the court of Siegmund run they many a course ,

That far and wide the noise was heard , in palace and in hall :

There many a high - bred hero ' s name heralds did loudly call .
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Many a fall to youthful knights , by ancient kemps was given :

Lances shiv ' ring , clash of swords , resounded to the heaven :

Full high the splinters flew about the warlike throng :

There was mirth and jollity virgins and dames among .

The king he bade them stint the strife ; the horse were led away :

There many a buckler strong to shivers broken lay :

Many a stone of mound down in the grass was seen ,

Struck from the edge of shields , by the falchions sharp and keen .

The evening was concluded with a splendid feast ; palmers and pil -

Kanten , in the ci - devant duchy of Juliers , forming now the department of the Beœr.

In the original , sunnerende , the turn of the sun , solstice . That of summer fell upon

St John ' s day , and the inter - solstice on Christmas day. Both periods , particularly the

former , were devoted to festivities , as well as Whitsuntide .
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grims from distant countries Were royvally regaled Siegfried was in
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f
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tefted 11 8 ther ' s dominions , and is SwWore - Companions presented
f

with rich gifts . In this manner the high feast was celebrated for

seven days ; aàat the end Of Which Siegfried tookʒ his leave , to search
‚

for deeds of arms ; and retused the request of his father , ho wishee
f

1
to resign to him his crown .

ADVTNTURI III . How StyorRTED cAME To Wonus . —During his
——

search for adventures , Siegfried heard of the matchless beauty 0Of 1

Chrimhilt , and of her determination to refuse the love of any man .

He immediately resolved to Obtain her , and no other , for his spouse .

This resolution he comm micated to his parents , WhO spared no en -

him from the enterprise ; and v arned him to be -

treaties to dissuade

warè of the pride of Gunter and Ghernot , and the savage fierceness

—

—

—

f Haghen . When they ) found themselves unable to divert him from

his purpose , they advised him to conquer her by force of arms , and

invade Burgundy with a large army ;
but Siegfried refused the offer ,

d twelve knights to accompany him , to the great
and only demande

and Sieghelind , and of the whole country . Then

Sorrowof Siegmund

they provided him and his knights with the richest garments , and the

most splendid armour .

Arraved in this guise , they toołk leave at the court , and set out foi

Worms , where they arrived in seven days . The splendour ot theil

rel drew great crowds about them , who wished to take theii

horses and shields , and to lead them into the town . But Siegfried

sed their offer , demanded where he could find Gunter , the king
8

that he was at that time sitting in his

of Burgundy , and was informed

hall of state .

The king had by this time been informed of the arrival of these

strangers , and beheld them from à Window . Marvelling who they

might be , he sent for his uncle Haghen , Who had travelled far and

1 This term ( Sc ] ·ĩlỹHHt-genossen , Selhεrt - degen ) was eculiarly applied to 8 uires who
8 PI 1

Feré knightéd with a young sovereign , o1 the son of their suerain ; and were consequent

y in a peculiar manner attached to his service .
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