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HE SONG OF THE NIBELUNGEN,

he would not strike him déad,

Hi= 1Tl m berimn,
But LV s trusl AES] far 1o virtues wis lie |.'il'!|.
Suddenly to Alberich, Bierfned, the hero, ran,
And by his hoary beard he capght the ancient man 3
] | ! e 1
Down to the earth he threw him : for mercy did ne pray,

on Lthe ground he lay.

When, by the champion’s mi

The dwarf acknowledged himself vanquished, and’ saicd he would
have become the knight's vassal, if he had not sworn fidelity to.ano-
ther, Then lie'was bound down like the giant. When he asked the vie-
tor's name, and heard that he wos “\ia_;|= ied, he |.l.'_.||:||{'|._'|| _-_-‘rr;LI|I\., anid
offered him any service The hero unbound him and the giant, and
hade him zo to the Nibelung L':',na!lalull-. and awake them. Tn a short
fime thirty thousand were ready in their armour, out ol which number
shausand of the best were chosen. They were clad 1n splendad ap-

parel, anid embarked.

When they acrived at the burgh of [senstein, Brunhild demanded

who the warriors were, and was told by Gunter that they were lis

men, whom he had left behind, and who had tollowed him. Rich gifts

. distributed among the heroes, and the remainder of

WEert Brunhild’s
rreasure embarked.  The government of the country, in Gunter’s ab-

enNce, Wias l_"lII'.'.-‘.L".‘l to her '.:II1'|-.'_ With her she took a1 =l -t _;_-_|||_'-,

dames. a hundred maidens, and two thousand champions.  Gunte:
cefused any familiarity with his bride during the voyage.

ADVENTURE E"\., Ii{l'.'. SIEGFRIED WAS SENT TO 1I.‘|l---1lu"| =T |||l.

heroes hard gailed nine 4|_:'-'=__ it was resolved that a messenger ol

he sent to Worms, to Chrinihilt and Uta, to inform them how they

had sped in thewr enterprse, and to bid them prepare for the receps

tion of the brucle. :"lil‘f_','flil'ﬂ WS L'||l'-|.'ll to bear the message, :I.'lt|1 T

L.twenty knights, speedily arrived at the capital
b 4 : |

companied by four-an
af Bureunidy, where he soon |||1i-.-l:rLfI the fears of the two queens, and
the court, and received many thanks. Chrimhbilt re-

'._'_|_ sl Ii1. 1}

varded him for his message, with twenty-four bracelets, which he dis.
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82 THE SONG OF THE NIBELUNGEN.

tributed among her maidens, The preparations made for the recep-
tion of Gunter-and Brounhdd were of the most :1l;|1-|| licd |:i|_'\.|_'|||l|i|||| .
| and when their approach was discerned, Chrimhilt, accompanied by
cighty-six dames, and fitty maidens of supreme beauty, and with many
1'1;;:r||'in-::|l|.-: in hef train, L'Jlm'l.'t‘l::h.'ll hefore the town eates, to oivie them

welcome.

Apvesture X. How Guster HELp nis Bemarn Feast wirn Br

RN
HILD.—unter’s armival with his bride was celebrated on th plan be.
fore the city, with tournaments and other games ;3 ner did they retorm
to the |_HI.|:'H'1.' till the sun had gone down.  As |||L-.1. were washing then
hands, previous to supper, Siegfried reminded the king how he had
promised him his sister for his spouse, if’ he should achieve his expedi-

1

tion to obtain the hand of Brunhild., Guniel readily con ':-i.”_! andl
Chrimhilt was that night given in marriage to Siegfried. But Brun-
hild was greatly mortified at what she conceived a match below the
1]iz{r|iTI'. of her sister : and |'|:-:11'.|!i!_l. informed the king, that he should
not obtain any favour of her, unless he deeclared to her why he had
given his assent to a marriage between a vassal of his and his sister.
He informed her that Sieefried was a kine in Netherland. not £ i1=
ferior in power to himself'; but she was not satisfied with his answer.
r].‘lh.' "-'II‘]_Ii!ll'l .'l'|'l'|.i'."'.'|.'|'l'l| '-l.".':'. |l.:lllu b |il:_' twio bril O OOTES, '.;-,||.| S0 ilis-
mizsed their attendants, and retired to their chambers. The scene
which was transacted in that of Siegiried was, however, of a very difs
ferent nature from that which |'|;|_'|I-'|I| ned in that of Gunter.

When the king was alone with his bride, indulging in the hope of
being supremely happy, he found, to his great sorrow, evi ry favow
denied, unless he would acquaint Brunhild with the real reason of his

giving Chrnimhilt to the hero of Netherlan

: and when he endeas
voured to use force, he found his strength far unequal.  She took her

girdle, and, tying his feet and hands together, hung him upon a 1, il 1o

the wall ; nor eould his lamentations and entreatics prevail with her to
release him, nor prevent her from enjoying a sound sleep.  When the

morning came, she unbound him ; and after he had promised nof
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