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tributed among her maidens, The preparations made for the recep-
tion of Gunter-and Brounhdd were of the most :1l;|1-|| licd |:i|_'\.|_'|||l|i|||| .
| and when their approach was discerned, Chrimhilt, accompanied by
cighty-six dames, and fitty maidens of supreme beauty, and with many
1'1;;:r||'in-::|l|.-: in hef train, L'Jlm'l.'t‘l::h.'ll hefore the town eates, to oivie them

welcome.

Apvesture X. How Guster HELp nis Bemarn Feast wirn Br

RN
HILD.—unter’s armival with his bride was celebrated on th plan be.
fore the city, with tournaments and other games ;3 ner did they retorm
to the |_HI.|:'H'1.' till the sun had gone down.  As |||L-.1. were washing then
hands, previous to supper, Siegfried reminded the king how he had
promised him his sister for his spouse, if’ he should achieve his expedi-

1

tion to obtain the hand of Brunhild., Guniel readily con ':-i.”_! andl
Chrimhilt was that night given in marriage to Siegfried. But Brun-
hild was greatly mortified at what she conceived a match below the
1]iz{r|iTI'. of her sister : and |'|:-:11'.|!i!_l. informed the king, that he should
not obtain any favour of her, unless he deeclared to her why he had
given his assent to a marriage between a vassal of his and his sister.
He informed her that Sieefried was a kine in Netherland. not £ i1=
ferior in power to himself'; but she was not satisfied with his answer.
r].‘lh.' "-'II‘]_Ii!ll'l .'l'|'l'|.i'."'.'|.'|'l'l| '-l.".':'. |l.:lllu b |il:_' twio bril O OOTES, '.;-,||.| S0 ilis-
mizsed their attendants, and retired to their chambers. The scene
which was transacted in that of Siegiried was, however, of a very difs
ferent nature from that which |'|;|_'|I-'|I| ned in that of Gunter.

When the king was alone with his bride, indulging in the hope of
being supremely happy, he found, to his great sorrow, evi ry favow
denied, unless he would acquaint Brunhild with the real reason of his

giving Chrnimhilt to the hero of Netherlan

: and when he endeas
voured to use force, he found his strength far unequal.  She took her

girdle, and, tying his feet and hands together, hung him upon a 1, il 1o

the wall ; nor eould his lamentations and entreatics prevail with her to
release him, nor prevent her from enjoying a sound sleep.  When the

morning came, she unbound him ; and after he had promised nof

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK Baden-Wiirttemberg

BLB



HE NIBELUNGEN 183

FHE SONG O]

touch her body, she allowed him to lie by her side, and thus obviate

the shame he would have received, had his chamberlains found him in

1 J - T
Lthat st situaltion.®

It will readily be supposed

that the King was not m godod Damour

during the day : Neither the tournament, the dubbing of six hundred

new knichts, nor the mass in the cathedral, could divert his melan-

choly. Siegfried had shrewd suspicions of the cause, and fouin them
verified, when, upon inquiry, the king related the dreadful situation

in which he had passed the night.

Lo hig groest :i--..'.'rr' er; 7 With shame and wod I L
[ have brought the evil devil and took her to my bed
When 1 hop'd her love Lo eain, she bound n i her thrall ;
To & nmil she bore me, and hung me on the wall.
| rie | hune with ar o angru Liil LinE sUn i1l ning shomni
While soundly in the bed slept Brunhild all alone.
[Loudly to thee | plain of my shame and sorrow sore,
Then spake the hero Siepfried,— # Right sorry am | ther fore."”

He, however, consoled the poor king, and promised to put Brun-

* Josian, in the fur-famed history of Sir Bes es herself as great an Al .
] =5 .|I.|| 1L, “ o tre !I.\_- .:: VW n 0T Pl |__|l "-:. I 'I
L lismis t ol chamb o
Ihan was before his bed i-tight,
As fele | i il knight
L ertare o iilie=t

For no man schold on bed j-se.

1
SOEELN bethomertite: an higlang ;

L=
On a towaile she made knotte riding

3 1.5 " ¥
Abhaute his nekke she it threw,

And on the raille-tre she drew;

e she hath im '.'z--ll:;'II.
1 50 rEIII_ .|| thi |Ii'.:|"..

Avcmisteck MS. v. 921 3—02922,

For the whole of this curious adventure the reader 15 referred to Mr Ellis’s elegant o

srraet of the romance, in his Specimens of Romances, vol. 1L p. 14, et seq.
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hitld c'n:n|:-||;-u'h i1 -his powel thic next '|.i_',:|'|‘|; and for that P OS
1¢'||'flil'r|| to be admitted to their bed-cl amibe I, where he would render

himself invisible, by the means of lus tarn-cap. Gunter consented,

upon his gwearing not to iake advantage of the opportumty.
When the might came, and the bridegrooms had retired with thei

wives,  Chrimhilt was astonished gt the sudden disappearance of hes

hushand, whao had put on Ius tam-cap, and joing the ehamberluns of
Gunter, entered the chamber. When the chamber]lains and attend
ant maids retired. and the hehts were extingmshed; Sieefried entered
the bed. and a most violent and sineular combat commence Brun-

hild threw lum out of the bed at the very beginmng, that his hea
£ |-;:|||||_-. resounded on the footstool.” He aesapin resumed his task, and
wias arain defeated.  She embraced lium with great force, and bearing
hi_'lll Ot I.:Ii.rllll_' !‘".'li, |:'JII 1-'-l.".| !- 1l |'-."'.'- e i .;|.||-| ._:|||! LTt Wl th L 1
-r_"|;.:'|| _-_f|||||_ '|.'.||i| |:'-;|,I,||. .'II.-'Z.II‘.'I.I.J il |!Ii" l;ll.'l;.'.ll!.\, .i.l' Arain Commenca '.‘:

the attack, and threw her on the bed, where she pressed lhus hand,

that the blood flowed from lus nals. He took from her the II-||

and ring which he gave in his pride to Chrimhilt some time after ;
and for this git he and many other champions lost their Lives. L1
lenigth the knight of Netherland bruised her so violently, and held hes
80 close, that she surrendered at diseretion. Siegfried then retired, as
if’ to take off his dress, and leaving the _ih_‘- ful imlll:_'_ LO reap the fruats
of his hard.ganed wictory, rejoined his own FpOuse.

In the moming the king was in high good humour, and I|.i-"'§'ll.'ll‘\".'l.i
many rich gifts to the knights and courtiers. The high feast lasted
tfourteen -';:l_L'-, il !|||-; cil of '-.'.lliL'J] I_||l:' :_:’11|.'-[- 1-:1Itl.l: for their several

homes.

AnvesTore X1. How SIEGFRIED CAME HOME WITH UHETMHILT T

NeTHerLAND.~When the other Fucsts had taken their leaves, Sieg
J'|'5|--:. alwi ||(,'~E-i'|._'\] 10 return 1o his country, and Chrimhilt was content.

But she first wished to obtamn a part of the dominions of Burgundy

for her hushand : whieh were readily offered to lnm by the three roval

brothers. But Siegined refused them, saying, that he himself would
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