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ROSMER HAF-MAND, OR THE
| MER-MAN ROSMER.

1'1\5 HEN on a former occasion, = in Popular Ballads and Songs,” vol. 1.
he prescnt writer laid before the pubic o translation of the

d of “ Rosmer,” he expressed an opinion that this was the

:dentical romance quoted by Edgar m = King Lear,” which in Shake-

speare’s time was well.known in England, and is still preserved, n

OWever ||-||'||',|'.m| i state, 1 "--;'n';:l:ll.-||. |‘|:|';||'|-_r the o '.:!||I|,' of the

stary s0 happuy sketehed to his hand, i would have required no very

1 of i industry for one exi reised o these sta-

great exertion ol talents

¢2, o have |ln'~|_:|'|-! this Romance in a poetical dress, far more

i . . ’ 3 .
and senerally CNEAFIng, than that m whnicn i Can i l.x‘|||_~'1|11.

ta be found ; but, as he acconnis an oremal, howev npoyiect, which

| . 1 — ™ -, this ricd
bears the genuine ik ks 01 thie age winch POttt 1L, and O e T3S

of those who have preserved it, much more it resting to the historian

or aniiquary, ihan anv mere modern tale. of the same kind., however

- . i i .- .- - '_ . . ps 1 1 ;
artfully constructed, he has i'll'l'|{'|l-.'ll SU O the soeotizh legen
Lhus. in the hope that the ]1i|'||||-g'.=.lln11'| of 1t may I

T TS ':|.'.'..'-'.|'-'-'-.' UETY

the means of exciting CUriosity, and ]u'um.rj]!: a more perfect copy

of this sincular relc.
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ROMANTIC BALLADS,

I 1 1 1 I
FChild Rowland | 1 1t w 1i& ool
| Al ki it wi' his knee
I 1
l'|__|| Y. A8 |- PREmy | r Lhem o,

O'er the kirk he _-_':||'l| t fliow.

¢ Burd Ellen round about the sl
To seck the ba' 15 AN §

But they bade lang and ay langer,

And she camens back :1;_*.|.i.ll-

L T soinrtut Bt " ey SOgnE 1 i El
I'hew 2ousht | p amd down

And wae were the hear n merry Ca i
For she was nae gait found !

At Just her éldest brother went to the Warluek Merlin, { Myrddin
Wyldt,) and asked if he knew where his sister, the fuir burd Ellen,
was? © The fair burd Ellen,” sand the Warluek Merlin, “ is carried
away by the fmnies, and is now in the castle of the king of Elfand ;
amd it were too beld an undectaking for the stoutest kmght in Chirs.
tendom :.-'.:11'51._:' her back® « Is # |HF"-‘-i|I—]|.' to bnng her back,
saicd her brother, = amd I will do it, or pensh in the attempt.” * Pos
sible indeed it 18, said the Warluck Merhin: * but woe to the man
or mother’s son who attempts 1t 1l he 15 not well instructed belore-

hanid of what he is to do.

-|.. | P i 4 .y i + —— L T 3] 1
i Inflamed no less by the glory of such an enterprise, than by the de-
| sire of rescuing has sister, the brother of the fair burd Ellen resolved
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o undertake the adventure ; and after proper instructions from Mer-

in (which he failed in observing,) he set out on his penlous expe-

bk T | A 1 i L
# Hut thev bade Iang and ay lnnger

Wi dout and mickle maen ;
And wae were the hearts [in merry Carlisle, ]

For he camenn back apain.”

The second brother in like manner set out; but failed in observing
the instructions of the Warluck Merlin; and
& They bade lang and ay langer,
"'.1|-.|' I .il || ClOFUL Al -.| ITERE §
And wae were the hoarts [in merry Corlisle, ]

Faor | 1 | Wi
O L alnenin DHCK RITEL.

Child Rowland. the voungest brother of the far burd Ellen, then re-

solved to go; but was strenuously opposed by the good queen [Gwe-

nevra,] who was afraid of losing all her children.

At last the good queen [Gwenevra | gave him her consent and her
blessing : he girt on (in great form, and with all doe solemnity of sa-

cerdotal consécranon has father's @ood Cealmmor I,i-"ﬂ-'-II JAr, | thal

| . ! & 1. I| N

never struck in vain, and ||.'P:;||';|! to the cave of the Warluck Mer-
1 1 11 . 'y if . e

lin.  The Warluck Merlin gave nm all necessaly instructions tor s

thie st il1!|_'||1]'|,|,||| of which were, that he should

.||". ey and conduct, the most
11 i | % P M | lanid of J\ |
ki EVEry [Dersc e met Wi aftér enterme the Al L! ALY, AT

should neither eat nor drink of what was offered him in that coumtry,

e
P he tasted or tonched 1n

whatever his hunger or thirst might be ; tor u
Elfland, he must remain in the power of ihe Flves, and never see ued-
lle ecred arain.

So Child Rowland set out on his journey, and travelled © on and ay

4111 he came to where (a3 hehad been forewarnedd by Lve ¥y ar-

.:!ml.'-"-.
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HOMANTIC

luck Merlin) he found the king of Elfland’s horse-herd feeding s horses

A i1l ¥ 1+l § 1 .
nd’s castle 1s —* | cannot tell thee, said the Dorst herd 5

s 11 & '_!fu farther, ;|'I-.|||:l=.:'-'- It come to the cow-herd, and h

¥

drew the ;'.'.IH'IE clavmore

! i ili!| FEYE £l k I .l- I I::: b :'! o1 LI
i s 2 { o i 1 L 11 ATl
1 T 1 i | LELLLE b 1 R 18 O L;
thiow teld me, 1 Lohnakct i L ow-ferd, * \.'.il" Ll } JHEr
{ landd’s « 11 J s | ot tell thed .," W . T orw=her 1
| * DUt & o | er. and thou wilt corn ',:-Ii:- aheep-h ril. anil
I serhaps may tell thie S0 Uhild Rowland drew the good xl._-,
1HOT Excalibar. 1 that never stri k in van, :Ili-'. wewed off the head of
the cow-herd. Hl' then went on a httle farther, till e came 1o th
] "'-'|--"|" I .
-Jr.-'-" '-"I.': 'I.'i-nll.'.- -"I'.",. T =R .l'-'."‘ el '-'...l.-|'| JrErel .'-."-'1 I fiis
farn, ser .-.-;'. I -'-'.;'. Ao el FERE B TR S ¥ ! Er .'..- £ Fi |'.'..' Ll
.'I- ' T
{30 on vel f it : il 1ET1= g thoun come to
'O oreen n Iy led | [ FOMTYE T wttomm 1o
the top; go ound it three times widershins, and every time say, * Upen,
oor . 'I tlown and let me come m: and the t iridl time the doos
1% ] YT, .IIII:I Vil I'I'..:_'- ey 11 p a0 ( i: |! :’:l:'.' i.li::! IE""'-.'- '.i.u

claymore [ Excahbar, | that never s

ol the hen-wile. hen went he three times widersins ronnd thi rreen

hill, erying, ¢ Open door ! open, door ! and let me comen ;™ and the
{ third time the door opened, and he went . It immediately closed
|..-i|||||:_ 1im : and .|'|_ '||'|||-_'|,'4|.;I;_ [II_III'_ |_'|| i ||-|I_' |.! SAre, WIEDY .:l': .!il

'1|._ wWarn '.;-_l_' ! "ll Ly Verangr, as Is ull ' ur ol
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ROMANTIC BALLADS §01

grotto, and composed of a clear and transparent rock, inerusted with
~.-'-'-",u""'~-'.".:n' and S]ML, and various |-I';.l,=,']|'E SLONCS. At last he came to
two wide and lofty folding-doors, which stood a-jar. He opened them,
and entered a large and spacious hall, whose richness and brilhance no
tongue can tell. It seemed to extend the whole length and height of
the hill. The superb Gothic pillars by which the roof was supported
were so large and so lofty (said my seannachy,) that the pillars of
the Chanry Kirk, or of Pluscardin Abbey, are no more to be compa-
red to them, than the Knock of Alves is to be compared to Balrinnes
or Ben-a-chi. They were of gold and silver, and were fretted like the
west window of the Chanry Kirk,* with wreaths of flowers composed
of diamonds and precious stones ol all manner of beautiful coloars.

The kev.stones of the arches above, instead of coats of arms and other

devices, were ornamented with clusters of diamonds in the same man-
ner. And from the middle of the roof, where the prineipal arches
met, was hung by a gold chain, an immense lamp of one hollowed
pearl, perfectly transparent, in the midst of which was suspended a
large carbuncle, that by the power of magic continually turned round,
and shed over all the hall a clear and mild light like the setting san ;
but the hall was so large, and these dazzling objects so fal removed,

that their blended radiance cast no more than a pleasing lustre, and

sxeited no other than agreeable sensations in the eyes of Chuld Row-

.i'|||i-
I'he furniture of the hall was suitable to its architecture ; and at the
farther end, under a splendid canopy, seated on a gorgeous sopha of

velvet. silk, and gold, and ¢ Kembing her yellow hair wi' a siver
kemb,”

¢ There was his sister burd Ellen

She stood up him before.”

" The cathedral of Elgin naturally enough furnished similes to o man whao |

i |

wl never in

een twenty miles distant from it.

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

BLB -
Baden-Wiirttemberg



ROMANTIC BALLADS

MLYE,
¢ Lrowl rUE OM I!.'||"-.-1 poor luckless fode 1®

e

What hast thou to do hers

¢ And hear ve this, my youngest brither
Why badena ¥ al hame ¢
. Had i L honder and thounsand lives,

1{¢ Canna rool ane o them.

And sit thou down ; and WHE, () woe
-|I.|_,! CVET I.'|.|I| SIS ||r|:|,-‘
:'.||:' O |,:'|! Ir\..ll:_" ] ].:1]:||:l-| i:l..

Thy leceam ® is forlorn IV

\ long conversation then takes place; Child Rowland tells her the

news [of merry Carlisle, ] and of his own expedition; and conclude:
with the observation, that, after his long and fatiguing journey to thi
castle of the king of Elfland, he 18 very hungry.

Burd E

head, but said nothing. Acting under the inflaence of a magic which

en looked wistfully and mournfully at him, and shook he:

she could not resist, she arose, and brought him a golden bowl full ol
bread and milk, which she presented to ham with the same timid, ten-
der, and ANXIous 1"-.!'-I'L'~.-ielll of solicitude.

Remembering the instructions of the Warluek Merhin, ¢ Burd El-
len,” said Child Rowland, * I will neither taste nor touch till I have

set thee freg !™ [tnl:ll'li.';lh'J}' the tolding-doors burst open with tre.

mendous violence, and in came the king of Elfland,

L I|'1“'.'|I|| LL .I'."__.I'.'-‘_,I'..JI _|:||1 ,‘:'.u.'.' !
| smell the blood of & Christian man |

Be he dead, be he iving, w1’ my brand

I'll clash his harns frae his harn-pas

« Strike, then, Bogle of Hell, if thou darest " exclaimed the undaunt

BADISCHE
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ed Child Rowland, starting up, and drawing the good claymore [ Ex-
L —

ar, | thal Never sUrucK iII Yaln.
A furious combat ensucd, and the king of Elftand was felled to the
ground ; but Child Rowland spared him on condition that he should

restore to him his two brothers, who lay in a trance in a corner of the

hall, and his sister, the fair burd Ellen. The king of Elffand then pro-

duced a small erystal phial, containing a bright red liquor, with which
he anointed the lips, nostrils, eye-lids, ears, and finger-ends’ of the two
young men, who immediately awoke as from a profound sleep, during
which their souls had quitted their bodies, and they had seen &e. &c.

feo.—S0 thev all four returned in 1l'i|11|1]|i| to [merry Carlisle.

Such was the rude outline of the Romance of Child Rowland, as it
was told to me when I was about seven or ecight years old, by a coun.
try tailor then at work in my father*s house. He was an i:_;ru:ur:uﬂ anl
dull good sort of honest man, who sepmed never to have questioned

the truth of what he related. Where the ef celéras are pid down,

many curious particulars have been omitted, because 1 was afraid of
being deceived by my memory, and substituting one thine for an-
other. It is right also to admonish the reader, that * The Warluek

Merlin—Child Rowland—and Burd Ellen,” were t

e only mames in-
troduced in his recitation ; and that the others inclosed within bimckets
are assumed upon the authority of the locality given to the story by

the mention of Merfin. In every other respect [ have been as faithfud
L5 |||!*-*-|::I!l.'.

[1 was recited 1 a sort of formal, drowsy, measured, monotonous

tative, mixing prose and verse, in the manner of the Islandi

| |

I3 ey 1n

| i

Sagas ; and as 18 still the manner of reciting tales and

the winter evenings, not only among the Islanders, Norwegians, and

This ancinting the seats of the five senses secms horrowed from thi sacramont of

v I N i ¥+ II "
e wnct the Catlsolic church ; but extrents unciion | with oiood 1 Dy A
! I\ - i - 1
ih n of the cr breabinr of bread and drisking of wine &G, WETE 0 USE AMOTE thi
| i i | I 1 N ik 3 i P &l i} E'.I.:I 13 e
Goths long hefore the introduction of Lhristmmiy and the M b o ps W
F Aithra. the P

o from the radmeed t irhans of the pricsts ol 1y




BLB

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

ROMANTIC BALLADS

Swedes, hut also among the Lowlanders in the North of Scotland, and

amonge the Highlanders and Irish.  This peculiarity, so kar as my me-

morsy could serve me, 1 have endeavoured to preserve s but of tl

verses which hiave been introduced, | cannot answer for the exactness
of any, except the stanza put into the mouth of the king of' Eltland,
which was indelibly impressed upon my memory, long before I knew

1 | f 2 Iy

any thimg o1 S '....'--l'-_"lll'. by the odd and winmsical mann 1 wWici

he tatlor curled ap s nose, and smiffed  all about, to imitate the ac-
tion whieh < i, fi, to, and fum is intended to represent.

1y

Pleased ','-,|.|| Ll fire which hiz tales strock trom me. as well as tieazed

LY 1y ."iI|':'|.||i__'.I|l-|l.' .::I|I'1I‘|'.:|i'-ln'_‘- and endless ||Ii-;-li.--i-, as 1 sat on a

creepy” by his knee, my good Scannachy let me into the following

seerets in the natural history of Elfland, which 1 can stll find as inte-
esting as 1 did thirty years ago, although for somewhat different
eAS00S,
“ Yon have seen,” said he, * on a fing |5;|_'r m the go-harst oSt
;

attumnal season) when the fields are eleared, a number of cattle from

c]i:".i_-||"||| [arms |\'4|i||'|,'|-;'|,': ';I'l__';l'l,lla.' s TLITIMINgE about 1 a sort of |'i'!: N5V,

- I 1 1 E 1
IIIU.' ||'.-_'-' (RERTR AN HEL WwWInay weather ; L'.ii“'|.:-_'__. :'.'ill'”'!.'_. |:'1'|||.|"-'-I.':_..'.|'||:.

goring one another, as it |||L-_'L' were possessed, although there is no
visible cause for such disorder.

& Tf, at such a time, you were to look through an elf-bore in wood,
where a torfer knot (the '1~1;:||'|_\ end of a branch) has been taken out,
0o 1||Tli1ll_*_"|'. the hole made |J_'n. an elfarrow, (which has probally Dbeen
made by a warble) in the skin of a beast that has been elfshot, * you

may see the elfbull -’m'.rl,l,;ni.'.l;_; |f'!1l|1_liHIL',':l with the strongest bull or ox In
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e nerd ; it vou will never see '.'I||| W H L .I'_"ii'l'n.

et
——

ANY 4 man
nas 1ost s -.;-:'I i this manner !
“ The elt-bull 15 small, compared with e |:'!|.|_'1 bulls, of a mouse-co
wir 3 smosted (crop-eared,) with ghort corfy homsa s short in the leos ;

-._.||:‘ |L-|”“|!1 -;”!'l .-'I.f,',','” | «.i5'|||!||" i Lne lll.l-:!'l., Iil'.l' i | '.‘-::l! .I|I|i”:l! - WILI
short, sleck, and glittering hair, like an otter ; and supernaturally ac-

tive and strong. They most tL':-+|u|_-||1Jx' appear near the banks ol

rivers : eat much gredn corm in the =|i-,-:*'|r time: and are only to be
got rid of by, &c. &e. (certain spells which 1 have forgol.)

¢ A certain farmer, who lived near the banks of a river, had a cow
hat never was known to admit an earthly bull ; but every year, in a

certam day 1n the !||--||'.i.1 il ."'-|'|.‘-. :-|u.' resulariy :.:lllih'-| T E1:|.-1|||1-,

walked slowly along the banks of the river, till she eame opposite to
« small holm covered with bushes : then entered the river, ™ and waded

or swam tothe holm, wher she continued I-!-I"=.:w.".'..lill'.'II':L'.:I.f'.l-l'l'-lll-.'.

he again returned to her pasture. This went on for several years,
and everv vear, after the usual time of gestation, she had a calf. They

were all alike, mouse-coloured, mosted, with corky horns, round and

long bodied, grew to a good size, and were I'l'ILI;lrL.LM} docile, strong,
vl useful, and all rfdeels.? At last, one forencon about Martinmas,
when the corn was all = under thack and raip,” as the tarmer sat with
his family by the ingle-side, they began to talk about killing their Yl
Varr, Hawkie,” said the gude-man, * is fat and sleek ; she has

2 an easy hife, and a good goe of it all her davs, and has been a good

Here, am W ol i [ a1l L e i of 1
iccpmmen o boet Lthe- s | 1 B | ki | 1
1t 1 & 5} F wlwas lemied ik, e the fear %
wares, O LE 1S browny samd Dey R man el wlways demed ity Irom [ab: 1 oTi=
reance of the fuiries, but ¢very hody knew that he lost it in that way.,"—Such 15 the pawes
f eredulity in forcing evidenee for its own delusion = Chere was no danger of my Sean-
chy puttimg his eve-sight in jeopardy by such a rash mduigence Of
3 | the southern counties of Scotlund, this very similor, Ci il
: - i
AYprOpr ed to Saint Mpry's Loch, i 5
s ie a fortunate cireunstance for the fabulist, as otherwise the ceremo f* castrn
ahlipine the steers (o Qe laro themaelves (oo soon, would | L it o
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cow to us; for she has filled the plough and all the stalls in the byre

with the finest steers in this country side ; and now I think we may

afford to ]|:.ri-\ her old bones;, and so she shall be the Wart 7'—

Il The words were hardly uttered, when Hawkie, who was in the byre

bevond the hallan, with her whole bairn-time, tved by their feammels

to their stalls, walked out through the side of the byvre with as much
ease as it 1t had been made ol browi paper ; ned round o the

TE g 5 1 | i § 5 Y
mdichiner-nendd 5 lowed once |..l:-l:l.L each of her CAlYES 3 ihen set out,

they following her in order, each according to lus age, along the banks

of the river ; entered it ; reached the holm ; disappeared among the

|_-||~.i;|_'--,; ;||||,i- '|.‘|_I|i|l.'!' she nor t;u'\-. wWere gver siter seen or |II:'.\,-€||.I ol .
INhe farmer and his sons, who had with wender and terror viewed this
:|'||||,':L1_'r]I|_l,'I|LJ'II from a distance, returned with ||L.':|.'l_'|- hearts to then

house, and had little thought of Marts or merriment for that year.'

I'he foregoing tale will be found in the unpublished MS, of the late
Mr Boucher of Epsom’s Glossary, as it was furmshed by the present
writer, who was then altogether unacquainted with the following tra-
erical and curtous history of an elt-bull, in * lyrbygoiasaga,” P ihlished
in 4to., in {'c'l'tu-ll.i'-;l,_"-.'i.i. i'." the learned Professor . J. Thorkelin,
1787, p- 317, who with mucl E1:'u-|-;i_i'-iii||u supposes it to be of a dats
anterior to 1264.

« It was milking-time, about nine in the evening, when Thorodds
;-.;-:||,|'|;L-ﬁ; '_I.';'.l:_] as he rode 1--'..1',:='-].x Liui x:'.I.:I:.l'_, A COW, I'IIIIIIiIl_I ]r-\'l::l,u,'
lynint. 11:'.;1'¢.r her foot. The COW, which WIS 5 |"-u".. Wils t:d".l'l.l; il:ll.il., be
ing too lean to be slaughtered, Thoroddr eaused her foot to be bound

up ; and, as soon as it was strong ensugh, she was sent to Ulfarsfell to

e fattened, as the pasture there was as good as on the holms. T

are some who say that the islanders, when carrvine their dried fish to

the inner part of the creek, saw with the cow, as she was feeding upon

the side of the fel Li

. a strange bull of 3 mouse-colour, th

at obody knew.

I: Wext autumn Thoroddr thourht of killing the cow; but those who
il were sent to fetch her could no where find her. Lfter much searel

BADISCHE
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

BLB



HOMANTIC BALIL

AL,

I '||'|"l|li-L', '||-.'.".' A |.|--| Cit RN R T I fion i:l-:', -|;-|-|||I-*-:J'.'_-. shi must

have been either dead or stolen. A little before the Yule-time, onc

morning as the neat-herd at Keerstead was gomng as usual fo the cow

L " 4 " o ’
NOISse, he saw the ok en footed cow, -||:.Ir ||_“| hieen =o !-'I'.':Ii1.||i£|||--..|'.

sought for, standing before the door. Turning her mto the cow-house,
and tying her up, he carried the news to Thoreddr, who, entering the
cow-house, and viewing and handling the cow, discovered that she was
with calf, and therefore not fit for a mart, 1'~||r4_"i;1||._1.' as he had Hesh
enough besides for his family. About the end of the following spring,
<he had a guey-calf, and shortly after a bull-calf, which was so large
that she died soon after calving. This large bull-calf was brought into

the hoose, and seemed well worth preser-

wias ui.;L MO LS --:,'I.IEI.:':.'f.‘ A
ving. When the calves were carried into the room, there happened

il been foster-mothes

to he present an old Kerling (sic. in ovig.) who
to Thoroddr. and was now become blind. In her younger days she
hail bieen .".",'I|1I.".I to have ‘.E'-.' second =1l 5 bt as she grew L:||I'|,_ !H,"I

predictions were regarded as the ravings of dotage, although many ol

them were verified by the events. The calf, with his legs bound, bemg

qicl on the floor, bellowed aloud, on which the Kerling, in the great-

et terror. cried out, “ That is the Jow of an Elf*s imp, and of no

1
carthly creature ; and von will do well to destroy it immediately !’

Thoroddr said it would be a ||i'._1.' to kill such a fine calf, which, |l'|||'u-

nerly taken care of, must turn out an excelient steer. e ealf then

| 1 Second ume s on whiich the Kerling threw away what she had

4% -.'Il H

in her hand, and said, = My burnt let the calf be killed ; for if he 18

T i
i - TR g b e L 11 i 1 il
_|:|.|::|!| :'Il"' wir shall all one d b Y erreal Cause T e 1t vl
gl FF

arocldr, = ||. oinall D K il

3 PR | .
nurse, -=.E'.:x'_'-.-.|:1'.:|| ave 1t soy sad 1h

y :
lie room, and Thoroddr zave or-

Baoth calves were then t iken oot ol
ders to kill the guey, and carry the bull into the barn, to be brougrht

up, with strict injunctions that nobody should undeceive the oli!

aarse.  This calf grew so fast, that betore spring he was full as larg

vs those that had been calved several months before him.  When le
out. he ran very much about the meadow, and roared hke a fu l-zrown

budl, 80 lond that it was heard i the house. lhen the kerling

BADISCHE
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¢ As this monster is not killed, he will assuredly do us more mischiet

than words c: wpress M—The call ETCW l-pace, and that summer
il i expr i

was turned into a field of saved grass ; and by autumn, he was so larg:
that few vear-olds could match him: He was well-horned, and of all

the cattle the most sleek and beautiful to see, and was thence called

(rlesir.  Before he was two vears old he was as large as a five-vear-
olid ox = fed mostly among the cows, not far from the house ; and

often as Thoroddr went into the fold, Glesir went up and smelled him,
and licked his eloaths, and Thorodd |_~;|":L-.L| him. He was gentle as
a4 lamb both to meén and cattle ;: but when .['H_' ||!-,|_|'|-:il 1t wWas tremen-
dous, and the old woman never heard it without expressing the great-
est consternation and horror. When Glessir was foul years old, i
WOImen, Ol children, or :-.1||l;||ll:_',"-', went near him, he took: no notice
of them ; but if men passed, he chated and threatened, and was so
surly and unruly that he would hardly sutfer himself to be driven out

of the way.”

[Glmesir continmng to be nnmanage ab

e, and to roar as termbly as

: L )
ever, Thoroddr, moved by the continual warnings and apprehensions

Of s nurse, promises m oo carnest 1o siausnien him next AT,

1 . " R 1 . 5 ]
s 200N as he showled be t: CTNOMUE. But the old spae-scife tells lirm

that 1t will ;

e too late ; and breaks torth mto a vehement, propheti

anil r-.u-ﬂi_‘ul rapture, in strains which, far from resembling those of
Cassandra, except in their ineflicacy, were perfectly perspicuous ane
to the point. |

« So it fell out, that same summer, that one day after Thoroddr had

=4

oot the l"-'.1" m & ll;l.}'-l'il’.'lﬂ raked torether, amd made up into cocks.

there fell a great deal of ramn.  Next morning the servants soinge out,

l-:_l:li‘\'a neumbered from the bhoard w hich

LY

observed Glmesir in the hay-fie
since he became vicious, had been fastened upon his horns, running
L]

about, overturning the cocks, and scattering the hay all over the fiely

which he had never been accustomed to do ; at the same time that Lis
; i hal . L. r it ]

roarings ama bellowings so terrified the servants, that no one durst VEL-

ture to go and drive lim away. On their telling Thoroddr what Gl

! . | F - | . 1
air was at, ne ran out, and snatchne up a laree birchen stake by the
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iwo forks, hastened into the field, with it over lus shoulder, to attack
the bull,  Glmsir, seeing this, desisted from the bavoc which he was
.||.:'-.iE|,;.'_. and advanced to meet him, recardless of his threats, and the
noise he made to intimidate him. On this Thoroddr struck him so
hard between the horns, that the stake broke short close by the forks
Glesir then rushed upon Thoroddr, who, seizing him by the horns,
turned his head -aside ; and in this manner they struggled for some
time : Glmsir always striking, and Thoroddr avoiding, till the latter
began to be fatigued, Then Thoroddr leaped upon his neck, and
leaning over between his horns, clasped his hands under his throat,
which he griped with all his might, in hopes of stifling him, or ti-
ring him out ; and in this manner the bull ran about the field, carry-
mg him upon his neck.

i The servants seeing their master in such danger, and, being wea-
ponless, not daring to terfere, ran home to arm themselves, and re-
furned with -|u-;||'- and other WeapOons. 1'-1|-'|1||.'I| the bull saw that, |If.'

118 h_-'._-|~., anil shook it till he got one of his

stooped his head between
horns under Thoroddr, then raised it with a jerk so suddenly, that he
threw up Thoroddr’s legs, so that he stood almost upon his head upon
the bull's neck. When his legs fell down again, Glmsir stooped lus
head once more, and struck him with his other horn in the belly,
roring him so that he let go his hold, and the bull, roaring tre-
mendously, ran along the meadow towards the river. The servants
wrsned him through a ravine of the mountain called Geirvaur, till he

sached a fen below the farm-stead of Hello, where he ran into a
np again; and ever since, the fen

|'|I;|||.|. dived, and never a Ler came 1 114
|

e | : i
has been called (liesiske llda.—Returning to the house, they toun
Thoroddr dead of his wound.

. ' i 1 i STl
This idea of peopling the subterrancous and submarine regions, no

: : e
1 supernatural men and women, but with beasts also, which

only wit
dulge in frequent intercourse with those of our element, 13 found n
A rabaa, Persia, India, Thibet, among the Kalmuck and Mongol Ta

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK




ROMANTIC BALLADS

tars, Swedes, Norwerians, Scotish Lowlanders, |:I'._'.!I|.i'l'li5|'l 5, anid He-

biridians : andd 1t may., perhaps '-.-.':-'I| more [T v than any other su

stition, be denominated Gotlie, (if the term s used in contradistinctionto

Crreel and Sloman, because no distinet traces ol 1t it 15 presu il Ari

to be toand AmMong the latter, who scem to have lost sicht of it A

here, as a justiiication of this gos ipingr, the present writer | girs leave to
! remark, that almost all the superstit § gl i t popula 1

wihich are acconnted national among us, particularly 1 thie Haghiland

I | Weaple | ¥ - i i1 . 'S T
and Hebrides, are still found in varous parts of Sweden and Norway

How far these, as well as the laneuage and poefry of the Highlanders

have been affected by the residence of the Nor-men amone them. may

O s0me uture occasion De the suect of 1 juiry, to wihich el mea-

sures have been taken fo Procuring .'|=|-f-' materials rom ecurions and
’

learned fnends in the wmversity of Lund., withh whom the writer’s cor

|'4."‘k'~|'g:|i-.|n:'x' Iits al prescnt been broken off, by the disastrous war in

'-'-I'ii'|| 1-|||."‘-.' COUNNnIrics areg Illlll.lE'll_lnil'-, E]]'\'I’-l'i,l,'i]. .
I o
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