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Grotta Sabnar,

AN EDDIC LAY OF PAGAN TIMES

J“ 1A |:'! arl ! CXIrAOrGINArY romanceg ol o I |:. TILT1 '_.-'l.'- |
North has hitherto been little I at all, Enow in this country

1794, 1t was printed at Copenhagen, with translations in Latin and Da-

15l 3 but 1f was never published, and i3 in few hands. Two copies
of 1t i Ieelandi were bron -.I t to Edinburg ' i \'-.I""'.. Inst Y COT, b I'"

8 :"1;|;'.'|'| 30, Irom |'-i.|'!l|., and are now he e, along with all the o

| el . o - = = P 1.1 i
unpublished Eddie remains ; of which advantage should have been

taken 1 the course of this work, had not my part of it been nearly

printed off two years ago, before T had access to them.

| I# MIOL very " Lo conjectn Vil - i [ 1
I cted, or ratl o lo Tl d, by Sandvig, and tl
A rita- M Frean editors of Edda of Semund It 13 found m all the
A S, coples of that collection, except thi |.."_'-,.::|!._-'| one i the kine's

1 f Ve | gy = . " it R | S, - Py

rary at Copenharen; and has this peculianity in s favour, tha
it 15 the only one of all the Semund lavs wh ch 18 toumdl entire 1
the Edda of Snorro 3+ a proof, if not of its superior antiquity, at leas Ol

the esteem mm which it was held by Snorre. Had it no other merit,

ywever, 1ts. having survived so many -:'51::..‘!_1,_:1'5 of :'q-]i.-,_-"rm], MANTCTS,

14 languacre, and government, durme eleven centuries, surely entitles i
['he prose translation here given, is intended merely

1 ™
al more 1mmeiliciie. Lhe tale 15 thus introduced in
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Formali til Grotta Sabngs,

FREFACE TO THE QUERN-530NG.

« Gorp is called (by the poets) the meal of Frothi ; the origin of
which is found in this story. Odin had a son called Skioldr, (from
whom the Skitldvnear are descended) who settled and reigned in the
land which is now called Danmaurk, but was then called Gotland.
Skioldr had a son named Frithleif, who reigned afte: him. Frithlei's

son was called Frothi, and succeeded him on the throne. At the time

that the Emperor Augustus made peace over thie whole world, Chirisi
wiag oi. But as Frothih was the most 'il':l'-".-."'..i.l. I-1 LI_” '.l::' monarchs
of the Morth, that peace, wherever the Danish language was spoken,

W :,.-.l-.,_'l[l to him ; and the North-men called Frothi's peace.

i At this tme no man hurt another, even if he found the murderc

his father on brother, laose o1 bound.® I'hett and rohbery were tlhen

unknown, msomuch that a gold ring (armicf )" lay for a long tume un

touched 1n .|.|::|'|]1u.:~i!'.':LI.|'l.

e Frothi chanced to go on a friendly visit to a certam King i

pamed Fiolnir g and there I-Il.-.-l.--n-| two female siaves, o ed Fems
. A o e : - kAR g

and Menia, anually distinguished tor thewr stature il S th.

those days there were It und in Danmaurk two Quernstones ol sucl a

170, that no 0ne Was ahs to move them ; and tesc miil stones wenre
 TEREE. 1] e, rt that the Ghiern reimiclin ™ liieeegl 1

endied Wit SHch YINLUL, IALE LIS S5JLICE 1 ErinCin | =
T i, which aebliged ever Worth-mman | It

revenee the death of @ relative, makes tris

ANTErE 01 many e
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ROMANTIC

ever the grinder wished for. The quern was called Groti 3* he who
presented this quern to Frothh was cal
: gy | 1 | i 1
chepsy  The King caused these slaves to be brought te e quern, and

ordered them to grind gold, peace, and prospe rity for Frothi, allowing

them no longer rest or ':l."-:: than while the euckow was silent,” or a
verse conld bhe recited [hen they are sand to ' 511 the lay
winci called i YT'T A=y W . ) :
: ) 1 ) | 1 i i:- | 1Y I (W]

Laim s =h 1T ¥l J L Ii ' _1'-|- il | i|;'|I Arrivinge i | 1 . o0

LOOR N i the '..’ 1erm Lrrodi -. WI1LE Jl. 114 @ :I s DL Ol 'E
them to erind salt.  About midnight they asked Mysingr whether he

had salt enough 2 On s ordenng them to o on g

on a little longer, till the :||-|| sk under thi
winripool wias prod iced where the waves an ICKEW up by the n
14} o { tl a hi been salt over sinee !
eve, and the waters of the sea bhave beéeen salt ever since |
such 15 the Eddie prose account of this extraominary advi 11
, P, . i -y P | 5 i 1 ]
r::.! L Lt |.|:. '.! .-'I"'!l'.'l"'. |' } i L ¥ | L I ™
il ' it, 1L 1 :! {1 i W L | } L11]
1
e M poal off 1 ) ol IN ¥, Wlic as puzzied and
i thed so many meén &3 well as monsiers.
| 1 ] T - { ']
| i Do ar LT m i p P i L LiTE
L : F Il L Y L Lril [ ] . - (]
EE=TTVRLE |;|- H"I.'I.I"i. L RRY 03T, CriEmmi. J Il i il > R Il | |
thie Swedish, g Scotisl
1 v in Lhe not :t. ol SCollin i._ ahout M M, whn Lhe We .'.:i:l | ol |;|||.'1 1 I|. =

it time, there s g0 little darkoess during the nighe, tha the morning ar

1 4]
cuckow calls through the wi

shits almost melt into each oth

P
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fenia oc Menin.

thaer ro at fritha

frithleifs sonar
mitkar meyin

. i
il i It 11 T
¢ mani hatthar

thaven DOrvinnars

GROTTA-SAVNGR:
THE

QUERN SONG.

JFenia and @8enia,
B MNow are W GO

LWD TONE=-58e1s,

Fenia and Menia."”

"

Frithleif’s somn,

'-"';:'-|’1.:'- madens

1
held ns thralls,

|
ey to the |
LY -I.l.!u
nil the grey
i
s (Ll E
I 1
e

the king's honse,

These were at Frot
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il iann enn mevias

t thoer mala sklvdo

SYIFD O &iIvnro
snvthen s
A 1 I
]
1 ]
Lt viath that 1 |
..\.: ..... 1

Avth molom fritha
molom alselann

1 fepins Ivihr

=

ne hogrea thvi

"
hvavssd sverthi
thé at bann brothyr

byndinn finmi.
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light stone
]ll' bade aguin the Iin

that they shou

L'hey sang, and whirled

goenia.

@ Lot us '_'|'i=I|:| E'.l:"." to Frothi!

T i |
il § Ol I
i Lis pr id m hapj

in |".: |:l ol suiEtance,

on cur gladdening Guern.

with sharp sword,
e T | L SO (I
though his brother's murders

bound he found
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ffenia.
 Thou wast not, Frothi,

tho"] persunsively eloguent
when thon boughtest slaves.
Thou boughtest for strength,
and for ontward looks ;

bt of their ancestry

didst nothing ask.”

gBenia.
# Hardy was Hrungnir
anid hiz father:
yet was Thinssi
stouter than they.
[thi and Arnir
gir relations,
mountain ettin's brethren,-

af them are we born.”

Jrenia,

@ The Quern had not come

from the grey fell,

nor thus the hard

stone from the earth,

nor this had ground

untain-ettin maiden

o kmown

goenia.
¢ We nine winters,

playiul wierd-women,

Baden-Wiirttemberg



ROMANTI(

BALLADS.

wllgar alnar were reared to strength,
nethan, under the earth.
y meyian We munidens stood
it megrinverkom to our great work :
fwrthim sialinr we ourselves moved

erg or stath the set mountain from its place.

\ Velltom griGti We whir the Lo
i .
] 1 at the
.. ir g0 that the earth
ekifilfancli, therewith quaked.

¥ dom vith S0 W we
nvihga steini the whirling st
hafgn halli the heavy rock,
t halir toco. that the subterraneans heard it

ffenia.
Fn vith sithar “ But we gince then,
evithittho in Sweden,

ITAIMYIsar v W fori

L U 1l it
o1 COiT el
1 kiat Lith y=slir THET
Loy plom stalli We've east down one ipdil e
stvildom annann tayed up anoth
vierliom :_'--!I'I."_:I We v Ll i | \-'I.'.:ll.- |

vitormi lith, Gutiormi help,

[_':l--:._l.i-". W st
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ROMANTIC BALLADS,

ndar voro, wore Knowi.
thar skorth 1 There scored wi
kay pom Eerom with sha [ SpHEaTS
loth or beniom blood from wonnds,
o br i | 1 T Il,-, l LI :.!

MNv orom Komna Now are we come

til konvngs hvsa to the King's house,

-]
miskvnnlnvsar i:lllj‘-':l:l.],
oc st mani hafihar. id held as thralls.
wrr etr iliar The carth bites our feet beneath,
1 kewldi and the eold above ;

Wy Wi l_!l:'-l_' [ |'1||"'|'n." 1 |:‘|I:| ' ;
v ot frotha. gadl is it ot Frothi's [house
Hendor skvlo hvilne Hands shall rest 5
hallr standn mvn the stone must stand ;
malit hiefi ec fyrn mik, I"ve ground for my part

mil ofleit. with diligence.”

apenia.

av myna havondom & Wow muost not to bands

1l ’
hvild vel gela rest well be griven,

thivr fellmalit till enowgh ground
it '.'l'h..-.l- .i!.!' i;-! |i.!1.|-. »

FHet skv¥lo havida Hands of men shall

1 HLL narden e WOTUS;
vapn valdreyrvg i I T WERFHE

Jrema,
- eI

vaki thv frothi. e Awake thon, rothl

ki thy froths Awake thou, Frot

f thy hlytha will If thon wilt hsten i

o B
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ROMANTIC BALLADS

SAYIEOm Gekirom Our songr,

o
1 Oc SavEom 10rnom and | 'O netic sayings,

Eld s& ec brenna I see fire bomn

|:1.'I'il' avstan borg. enet of the town

vigspiavll vaka the war heralds val
I [}
Ar
| I
i1 b hither fo
(AT nnn I A 11 I e town
fyri bythlvng:. for the prine
Mvnnntv halds Fhou must | moe ok

hleithrar stGh the thr

raviinom nring

Nor T rings,
1 3 ’ T g o
ne regingrioll. nor stone (roval) edifice,

tavikom b mavndli Let us drive the Quern,
mr skarparn, maiden, more sharply |

eroma vafnar We shall not be armed

I.I I Wi 5-::-;_1.;_:. il PECHCHLL Yy i
Wy | .
dhenia,
MGl mins favihvr * My father's danghter
mer ramlips ground more furicusly,

thviat hon feigth Jira 4T !

ause the near deaths she

ey
DimAargra sa, of IMany men =6w.

stvkKo stOrar Wide sprung the large

sethor fri lvtha prop (from the quern-ey:
iarnar finrthar. ol 1ron to a distnnee.—

. maolom enn framary. Yot let us prind on ™
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ROMANTIC BALLADS.

mvn hennn So must he of his [mother ]
heitinn v lin be called
DV O wwothir on and hrother :—

e + ] t 15 b v} now thod
v1tom & Aar L Wy Dath Know Lot

WBoth.

Milo meyiaz The maidens ground,

megins kostotho and bestowed their strength.
voro Vi i The young women were in

1oty ne .-.-'_'|:. ot

in rod.
skvlfo skapire The spindle flew wide;
skavix Ivthr ofan the hopper fell off;

hiravt hinn havigi burst the heavy

hallr svodvr @ tvay. cther millstone 1 two
En bergriza But the mountain giantes
brvihyr orth vm gvath. woman these words sad :

malit haviom rothi # We have ground, Forlhi
enn myvnom hoeita. Now must we finish.
haf fellstathit Full long stood

il ol meldri we mnidens at the grinding.”
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