
Badische Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Digitale Sammlung der Badischen Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Gulliver's Travels into several remote regions of the
world

Swift, Jonathan

London [u.a.], [ca. 1890]

Chapter VIII

urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-262787

https://nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-262787


318 CNLLIERᷣAS TEANELS .

and hide , using many antic gestures and grimaces , and

when any of the males advanced would slowly retire ,

looking often back , and , with a counterfeit show of

fear , run off into some place , where she knew the

male would follow her .

At other times , if a female stranger came among

them , three or four of her ow. n sex would get about

her , and stare , and chatter , and grin , and then turn off

with gestures that seemed to express contempt and

disdain .

Perhaps my master might refine a little on these

speculations , which he had drawn from what he had

observed himself , or had bèeen told him by others :

however , I could not reflect without some amazement

and much sorrow that the rudiments of cuetiy should

have place by instinct in womankind .

CHAPTER VIII .

Zie Auiſior relates Several Particulars iſe Falwos .

Zuiè gread virtues tſie Houyſinſimms . Ilùièe education

and eæercise , thieir yonulli . Lſieir general assepambUy.

As Jought to have understood human nature much

better than I supposed it possible for my master to

do , so it was easy to apply the character he gave

of the yaνE “ ⁰e to myself and my countrymen : and

I believed I could yet make farther discoveries

from my own observation . I therefore often begged
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his honour to let me go among the herds of yaſoοσ
in the neighbourhood , to which he always very
graciously consented , being perfectly convinced that
the hatred I bore these brutes would never suffer me
to be corrupted by them : and his honour ordered
one of his servants , a strong sorrel nag , very honest
and goodnatured , ' to be my guard , without whose

Protection Jdurst not undertake such adventures .
For J have already told the reader how much I was

Pestered by those odious animals upon my first arrival .
And I afterwards failed very narrowly , three or four

times , of falling into their clutches , when I happened
to stray to any distance without my hanger . And 1
have reason to believe they had some imagination that
J was of their own species , which I often assisted

myself , by stripping up my sleeves and showing my
naked arms and breast in their sight , when my pro -
tector was with me . At which times they would ap -
Proach as near as they durst , and imitate my actions
after the manner of monkeys , but ever with great
signs of hatred ; as a tame Jacldat , with cap and

stockings , is always persecuted by the wild ones , when
he happens to be got among them .

They are prodigiously nimble from their infancy ;
however , ILonce caught a young male of three years
old , and endeavoured by all marks of tenderness to
make it quiet ; but the little imp fell a squalling , and

scratching , and biting , with such violence , that J was
forced to let it go ; and it was high time , for à whole

troop of old ones came about us at the noise ; but

finding the cub was safe ( for away it ran ) , and
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annted , and Iimmediately stripped myself stark
naked , and went doyn softly into the stream . It

d that à youn g Jaſioo , standing behind 2

oceeding , and came ru ming
ped into the water within five
ere J bathed . I was never in

frighted ; the nag w grazing at
some distance , not suspec ting any harm . I roared as
loud as J could , and the nag came galloping towards
meé : whereupon the yalαο leaped upon the opposite
bank , and stood gazing and howling all the time I
was putting on my clothes .

Having lived three years in this country , the reader ,
1 Suppose , will eXPect tHate Sshould , like Other tra -
vellers , give him some accgunt of the manners and
customs of its inhabitants , which it was indeed my
Principal study to learn .

As these noble Houyhnhnms are endued by Nature
with a general disposition to all virtues , and have no
conception or ideas of what is evil in a rational crea -
ture ; so their grand maxim is to cultivate οννον and
to be wholly governed by it .
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1
we are certain ; and beyond our knowle Weè cannot

do either . So that controversies , wranglin
—

disputes ,

OPOS tions , Areand positiveness , in false or dubious

IIIEV ils unknown amor 18 the Houyhn mms . In the like

manner , when 1 Wl to explain to our several

gh ,systems of zatural Pſiilosopliy , he would lau lat a

creature pretending to rcason should value itself upon
the knowledge of other conjectures , and in

things where that knowledge , if it were certain , could

be of no use ; wherein agreed vwith the

sentiments of Socrates , as Plato delivers them ;

which J mention as the highest honour J can do

that prince of philosophers . I have often since

reflected what destruction such à doctrine would

make in the libraries of Europe , and how many

paths to fame would be then shut up in the learned

world .

Friendoſiib and benevolence are the two principal＋ 1
virtues among the Houyhnhnms ; sèe not con -

1
the whole

race For a stranger from the remotest parts is

fined to particular objects , but universal to

equally treated with the nearest neighbour ; and ,8
wherever he

—
looks himself as at home .

They Preserve decαννν and civility in the highest de -

grees ; but are ignorant of cremony . They

have no fondness for their colts or foals ; but the care

they take in educating them mn entirely from

the dictates of reason . And J observed my master to

show the same affection to his neighbour ' s issue that

he had for his own . They will have it that zature

teaches them to love the whole species , and it is
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ceth a distinction of Persons where
there erior degree of virtue .

In rriages they are xactly careful to choose
such colours as will not make any disagreeable
mixtu Sirenglli is chiefly valued in the male , and
commeliness in the female , to Preserve the race from
degenerating ; for where à female happens to excel in8 52 44＋

, à consort is chosen with regard to comeli ,
Courtship , love , Presents , jointures , settlementsCULlE

have no place in their thoughts , or terms v hereby to
express them in their language . Th8
meet merely because it is the determil ation of their

e done every
Parents and friends : it is what they 80

look upon it as one ofet
ꝛctions of a reasonable being . And the married Pair
Dass their lives with the same friendship and mutual1

benevolence that they bear to others of the same
Spec who come in their way , without jealousy
fondness , quarrelling , or discontent .

In educating the youth of both Sexes , their method
is admirable , and highly deserveth our imitation .

5

e not suffered to taste a grain of oals , except
upon certain days , till eighteen years old , nor nilꝶ
but very rarely ; and in summer they graze two hours
in the morning , and as many in the evening , which
their parents likewise observe ; but the 8
not allowed above half that time , and a great Partof their grass is brought home , which they eat at

Vants are

the most convenient hours , when they can be best
spared from work .

Zemberance , induotry , crercise , and dlæanliness arè
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the lessons equally enjoined to the young ones of

both sexes ; and my master thought it monstrous in us

to give the females a different kind of education from

the males , except in some articles of domestic manage -

ment ; whereby , as he truly observed , one - half of our

natives were good for nothing ; and to trust the care

of our children to such useless animals , he said , was

yet a greater instance of brutality .

But the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to

cising them in
strength , speed , and hardiness , by exer

running races up and down steep hills , and over hard

stony ground : and when they are all in a sweat they

are ordered to leap over head and ears into a pond or

river . Four times a year the youth of a certain district

meet to show their proficiency in running and leaping ,

and other feats of strength and agility : where the

victor is rewarded with a song in his or her Praise .

On this festival the servants drive a herd of ꝓaHQ

into the field , laden with hay , and oats , and milk , for

a repast to the Houyhnhnms ; after which these

brutes are immediately driven back again , for fear of

being noisome to the assembly .

Every fourth year , at the enal chufbjR , there is a

representative council of the whole nation , which

meets in a plain about twenty miles from our house ,

and continueth about five or six days . Here they

inquire into the state and condition of the several

districts : Whether they abound or be deficient in hay

or Cats , or cowS , Or yοον and wherever there is any

want ( Which is but seldom ) it is immediately supplied

by unanimous consent and contribution .
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