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mind run parallel with those of his body , being a com -
Position of spleen , dulness , ignorance , caprice , sensu -
ality , and pride .

Without the consent of this illustrious body , no law
can be enacted , repealed , or altered ; and these Aobhlæs
have likewise the decisions of all our Possessions
without appeal .
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Tun reader may be disposed to wonder how J could
Prevail on myself to give a free representation of my
own species among a race of mortals who are already
too apt to conceive the vilest opinion of human kind ,
from that entire congruity betwixk me and their

Yalioos . But IJ must freely confess that the many
virtues of those excellent guadrupedes , placed in

opposite view to human corruptions , had so far

opened my eyes , and enlarged my understanding ,
that IJ began to view the actions and passions of
man in a very different light , and to think the honour
of my own kind not worth managing ; which , besides3 811¹2 5 7 5
it was impossible for me to do before a person of S0
acute a judgment as my master , Who daily convinced
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me of a thousand faults in myself , whereof J had

not the least perception before , and which with us

would never be numbered even among human infirmi -

ties . J had likewise learned from his example an

utter detestation of all falsehood or disguise ; and

zruthi appeared so amiable to me that J determined

upon sacrificing everything to it .

Let me deal so candidly with the reader as to

confess that there was yet a much s er motive

for the freedom J took in my representation of things .
J had not been a year in this country before J con -

tracted such a love and veneration for the inhabitants

that J entered on a ſirm resolution never to return

to human kind , but to pass the rest of my life among
these admirable Houyhnhnms in the contemplation
and practice of every virtue , where I could have no

example or incitement to vice . But it was decreed

by fortune , my perpetual enemy , that so great a

felicity should not fall to my share . However , it is

now some comfort to reflect that in what L said of

my countrymen , L ctε . . ν,d their faults as much as

J durst before so strict an examiner ; and upon every
article gave as fatourablè à turn as the matter would

bear . For , indeed , who is there alive that will not

be swayed by his bias and partiality to the place of

his birth ?

J have related the substance of several conversations

J had with my master during the greatest part of the

time J had the honour to be in his service , but have ,

indeed , for brevity ' s sake omitted much more than is

here set down .
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When I had answered all his questions , and his
curiosity seemed to be fully satisfied , he sent for me
one morning early , and commanding me to sit dowun
at some distance ( an honour which he had never
before conferred upon me) , he said he had been
very seriously considering my whole story , so far as
it related both to myself and my country ; that he
looked upon us as a sort of animals , to whose share ,
by what accident he could not conjecture , some small
pittance of reason had ſallen , whereof we made no
other use than by its assistance to aggravate our
natural corruptic
Nature h

1 1 1
Of the few abil

„ and to acquire new ones , which
not n us ; that we disarme selves

towed ; had been
very successful in multiplying our original wants , and
seemed to spend our whole lives in vain endeavours
to supply them by our own inventions . That as to
myself , it was manifest J had neither the strength nor
agility of a common yaſο , that Iwalked infirmly on
my hinder feet ; had found out a contrivance to make
my claws of no use or defence , and to remove the
hair from my chin , which was intended as a shelter
from the sun and the weather . Lastly , that I could
neither run with speed nor dlimb trees like my
bretliren ( as hè called them ) , the yaſioos in this
cuntry .

That our institutions of gouernment and vere
plainly owing to our gross defects in reason , and by
consequence in zuntue , because reason alone is sufficient
to govern a ralional creature , which was therefore a
character we had no pretence to challenge , even from
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although

to favour them

2 11 Fν Wn e .the account my Own people ;

he manifestly

I had concealed many particulars , and often Said dſie

opinion
that , as 1 ag

with other yaοσ , except where

in every

Sertude of my bo

it was to my real disadvantage , in point of strength ,

speed , and activity , the shortness of my claws ,

had noand some other particulars where Natur

part ; so from the representation J had given him

lives , our manners , and our actions , he

found as near a resemblance in the disposition
6. Gur wüinds : He known to

hate one another more than they did any ditler
and the reason usually

was the odiousness of berr own shapes , which all

could see in the rest , but not in themselves . He had ,
0

gun to think it not e in us

and , by that nceal mar

our 0 * 65 from each other, wW5 would els

bardyy supportable . 1 ne hac

mistaken , and that the those brutes

in his country were owing to the

as J had des 4 them . For if ( said he ) you throvw -

among five ꝓaοο² as much food as w.would be sufficient

for fifty , they will , instead aceably , fall

hatient to

usually

together by the ears, each

Jiatie all d0 itselſf ,

ng abroad ,

istance from
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each other ; that if a cow died of age , or accident , be -
mhnm could secure it for his own vauνꝓοꝰ-)s,

the neighbourhood would come in herds to
eit ; and then would ensue such à battle as 1 have

described , with terrible wounds made by their claws
f 1on both sides , although they were seldom able to kill

onè another , for want of such convenient instruments
of death as we had invented . At other times the like

en fought between the aοοẽ M Severdl

8, without any visible cause ; those of
one district watching all opportunities to surprise the
next befor But if they find their
Project hatl

„ and , for
want of enemies , engage in what J call a Civil War
among

WTeAre Cers
Saßtins stones , of several colours , whereof the va½ο
are viol fond ; and when part of these Srunα is
fixed in the earth , as it sometimes happeneth , they
will dig with their claws for whole day 8to get them
out ; then carry them away , and hide them D
heaps in the T round with

ion , for fear their comrades should find out

kennels ; but still Iooki

sure . My master said he could never discover
of this unnatural appetite , or how these

Id be of any use to a yaſaoο ,
e believed it might proceed from the 8-
f 5

0 rhich J had ascribed to mankind : that he2

had once , by way of Periment , privately removed a
heap of these Slο⁰ο from the place where one of his
Jalioos had buried it ; whereupon the sordid animal
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missing his treasure , by his loud lamenting brought
the whole herd to the place , there miserably howled ,

then fell to biting

away , would neither eat , nor sleep , nor work , till he

and tearing the rest ; began to pine

ordered a servant privately to convey the Sοοe into

the same hole , and hide them as before : which , when5
his yανοοσ uhad found , he presently recovered his spirits

and good humour , but took care to remove them to a

better hidingplace , and hath ever since been a very
serviceable brute .

My master further assured me , which J also observed

myself , that in the fields where the sSſuiνng Stones

abound , the fiercest and most frequent battles are

fought , occasioned by perpetual inroads of the neigh -

bouring Yαν⁰ ) .

He said it was common , when two qafſlioos dis -5
covered such a Svοuσ in a field , and were contending

be the proprietor , a third1which of th Sbould

would take advan „ and carry it away from

them both ; which my master would needs contend to

have some kind of resemblance with our Sslits at late, ,

wherein J thought jit for our credit not to undeceive

him , since the decision he mentioned was much more

equitable than many decrees among us : because the

Plaintiff and defendant there lost nothing beside the

Sione they contended for ; whereas our courte , euuity

would never have dismissed the cause while either

of them had anything leſt .

My master , continuing his discourse , said there was

nothing that rendered the ꝓaſioos more odious than

their undistinguishing appetite to devour everything
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that came in their way , whether herbs , roots , berries ,
the corrupted flesh of animals , or all mingled to -
gether : and it was peculiar in their temper that they
were fonder of what they could get by rapine or stealth
at a greater distance than much better food Provided
for them at home . lf their prey held out , they would
eat till they were ready to burst ; after which Nature
had pointed out to them a certain Soοt as a cure .

There was also another kind of root , very ſuicy , but
somewhat rare and difficult to be found , which the

Palioos sought for with much eagerness , and would
suck it with great delight ; it produced in them the
same effects that wine hath upon us . It would make
them sometimes hug , and sometimes tear one another ;
they would howl , and grin , and chatter , and reel , and
tumble , and then fall asleep in the mud .

did indeed observe that the yaοιðͤLd were the only
animals in this country subject to any diseases ; which ,
however , were much fewer than horses have among us ,
and contracted , not by any ill treatment they meet
with , but by the nastiness and greediness of that
sordid brute . Neither has Kheir language any more
than a general appellation for those maladies , which is
borrowed from the name of the beast , and called
ined - Yuſiob .

As to learning , government , arts , manufactures , and
the like , my master confessed he could find little or
no resemblance between the yahονο Of that country
and those in ours . For he only meant to observe
what parity there was in our natures . He had heard ,
indeed , some curious Houyhnhnms observe that , in
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most herds , there wasa sort of ru

us there is gener
who was always more degjonm 0.7 K

17à ParldY , J
7 W0⁹ in disposition than any of the rest . That

this Jeaden had usually a favourite , as ldlο , himselũf as he

could get . This Farourite is hated by the whole herd ;

and , ther

22

till a worse can be found ; but the very moment he is
1

discarded , his successor at the head of all the yaοοά

pre, to protect himself , keeps always neas

herson ojf, Jils leadæer . He usually continues in office7

in that district , youn and old , male8
come in a body and insult him . But how

might be applicable to our courts and fauourites ,

and zninisters O, Sdate , my master said I could best

no return to this malicious 8
human understand

7 7 1 1
JOιuH¼, WhO häthn

3 „ „ „guish and follow the cry Ot the qohhueαεαεανεοονιοννννοαue

hout being ever mistaken .

My master told me there were some qualities
haad not observedble in the yaſiοοσ , which he

me to men tion , or at least VeTy ightly , in the accounts

J had given him of human kind . He said

the males would quarrel and 1 with4

as fiercely as with each other ; a practice of such

brutality as no other sensitive creature ever arrived

at .

Another thing he wondered at in the ya, ) ̃ WAVS

eir strange disposition to dirt ; wher appears

to be a natural love of cleanliness in all otheranimals .



A VOIVAC YO ÆρE LDOUFTEENVVNVIIS. 317
As to the two former accusations , I was glad to let
them pass without any reply , because I had not a.
word to oſfer upon them in defence of my species ,which otherwise I certainly had done from my on
inclinations . But Icould have easily vindicated human
kind from the imputation of singularity upon the last
article , if there had been any Sæeuinè in that country ( as ,
unluckily for me , there were not ) , which , although it
mayl ‚ à Secſeclem guadriped than à Yalſioo , cannot , I
humbly conceive , in jqustice , pretend to more clean -
liness ; and so his honour himself must have Owned ,if he had seen their filthy way of feeding , and tltheir
custom of wallowing and sleeping in the mud .

My masterl Ariuty which
kewise mentioned anoth

Bis sery cOoVered in several yaιοο , and to
him was wh y unaccountable . 2He said a fancywould sometimes take a hα ’ oο to retire into a corner ,to lie down , and howl and Sroan , and spurn away all
that came near him , although he were young and fat ,wanted neither food nor Wwater ; nor did the servants
imagine what could Possibly ail him . And the only
remedy they found was to set him to h
which he woule

d work , after
Iinfallibly come to himself . To this

J was silent , out of partiality to my own kind ;
here Icould plainly discover th

yet
etrue seeds of Sleen ,which only seizeth on the J2 . the duαu⁰ον) ] ¶ . and the

rimen , Iwould undertake for the cure .
His honour had further observed that a female

Yuοο would often stand behind a bank or àa bush , to

ricli , who , if they were forced to undergo the Sa⸗

gaze on the young males Dassing by, and then appear

N
I
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and hide , using many antic gestures and grimaces , and

when any of the males advanced would slowly retire ,

looking often back , and , with a counterfeit show of

fear , run off into some place , where she knew the

male would follow her .

At other times , if a female stranger came among

them , three or four of her ow. n sex would get about

her , and stare , and chatter , and grin , and then turn off

with gestures that seemed to express contempt and

disdain .

Perhaps my master might refine a little on these

speculations , which he had drawn from what he had

observed himself , or had bèeen told him by others :

however , I could not reflect without some amazement

and much sorrow that the rudiments of cuetiy should

have place by instinct in womankind .

CHAPTER VIII .

Zie Auiſior relates Several Particulars iſe Falwos .

Zuiè gread virtues tſie Houyſinſimms . Ilùièe education

and eæercise , thieir yonulli . Lſieir general assepambUy.

As Jought to have understood human nature much

better than I supposed it possible for my master to

do , so it was easy to apply the character he gave

of the yaνE “ ⁰e to myself and my countrymen : and

I believed I could yet make farther discoveries

from my own observation . I therefore often begged
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