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been at to instruct me ; he brought me into all com -

pany , and made them treat me with civility , because ,
as he told them privately , this would put me into good
humour , and make me more divert ting .

Every day , when Jwaited on him , beside the trouble
he was at in teaching , he would ask me several ques -
tions concerning myself , which Lanswered as well as I

could ; and by these means he had already received
some general ideas , though very imperfect . It would
be tedious to relate the several steps by Which 1
advanced to a more regular conversation : but the first
account J gave of myself in any order and length was
to this purposèe :

That Jcame from a very far country , as I already
had attempted to tell him , with about fifty morè of my
own species ; that we travelled upon the seas in a

great hollow vessel made of wood , and larger than his
honour ' s house . I described theship to him in the

P of my
best terms J could , and explaine 6 by the h

lazandkerchief displayed , how it was driven f
the wind . That upon a quarrel among us , L vas set
on shore on this coast , Where Lwalked forward with -
out knowing whither , till he delivered me from the

persecution of those execrable aο ] οο . He asked me ,
who made the ship , and how it was possible that the

Houyhnhnms of my country would it to the

management of brutes ? My answer was , that J durst

proceed no farther in my relation , unless he would

give me his word and honour that he would not be

offended , and then I would tell him the wonders I
had so often promised . He agreed ; and Iwent on
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by assuring him that the ship was made by creatures
like myself , who , in all the countries I had travelled ,
as well as in my own , were the only governing , rational

animals ; and that , upon my arrival hither , L was as
much astonished to see the Houyhnhnms act like
rational beings , as he or his friends could be in finding
some marks of reason in a creature he was pleased to
call a ꝓaιjν , to which J owned my resemblance in

every part , but could not account for their degenerate
and brutal nature . I said farther , that if good fortune
ever restored me to my native country , to relate my
travels hither , 8 J resolved to do , everybody would
believe that L Said zhie Lhiing Zuiſuicſt ꝛ⁊bh̃ mot , that I
invented the story out of my own head : and ( With all

1POSSIDIE spect to himself , his family and friends , and
under his promise of not being o lended)

o

our country -
men would hardly think it probable that a Houyhnhnm
should be the presiding creature of a nation , and a

yaſioo the brute .

CHAPTER VV.

Zue Houyſinſimmò notion of trutß and faloehoοd . Tyie
Aulliors discourse disapproved . b ſiis master . Tye
Autſion gis à more Parliculam account , ſimselſ ,
aud dſie accidents ſiis voyaęe .

Mx master heard me with great appearances of
uneasiness in his countenance ; bèecause Couuiine or
not belieping are so little known in this country that
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ο —2 2 2 7 0⁰ 055the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave

under such circumstances . And I ren
mit th

frequent discourses with my master conce ning thne
2Nn e of manhood in other pa

having occasion to talk

vion , it was with much diff 0¹ aended
1what I meant , although he h⸗

acute judgment . For he argued thus : That the use

of speech was to make us und

ive information of

2 ½9 Lolſlicſt ad , not , thè d

because J cannot properly be said to und d him ,

and I am so far from receiving information that he

leaves me worse than in ignorance , for J am led to

believe a thing bJacł when it is aulſate , and Sſiort when

it is J % And these were all the notions he had

ly well

among .

ng that faculty of JHyins , s0 perfect

tood , and s0 universa

To return from this digression : V

governingthat the yaοον πwere the only

my country , which my master said was

Past his conception , he desired to know whether we

had Houyhnhnms among us , and what was i

employment . I told him we had great numbers ;

that in summer they grazed in the fields ,

winter were kept in houses with hay and oats , where

yaſioo servants were

smooth , comb their manes , pick their feet , se

with food , and make their beds . I understand you

well , said my master ; it is now very plain , from all
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because J was very
7 Afrar 19 11 fted trom me would

sing . But he insisted in command -

of drudgery , till
after which their skins were stripped , and

they were worth , and their bodies left to

dogs and birds of prey . But the

horses had not so good fortune , being
and carriers , and other mean people ,

rlabour , and fed them worse .

could , our way of riding ; the

a bridle , a saddle , a spur , and à
˖ and wheels . L added , that we

lastened plates of a certain hard substance , called

27on , at the bottom of their feet , to preserve their hoofs
from being broken by the stony ways on which we
often tra velled .

My master , after some expr great indig -



288 GCALLIVENS . TXAUEEL &.

nation , wondered how we dared to venture upon a

Houyhnhnm ' s back ; for he was sure that the weakest

servant in his house would be able to shake off the

strongest α,νj or by lying down , or rolling on

his back , squeeze the brute to death . I answered ,

that our horses were trained up from three or four

years old to the several uses we intended them for ;

that , if any of them proved intolerably vicious , they

were employed for carriages ; that they were severely

beaten while they were young , for any mischievous

tricks ; that those designed for the common use of

riding or draught were generally trained about two

years after their birth , to take down their spirits , and

make them more tame and gentle ; that they were in -

deed sensible of rewards and punishments ; but his

honour would please to consider , that they had not

the least tincture of reason , any more than the ꝓaᷣ . ο

in this country .
It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions

to give my master a right idea of what J spoke ; for

their language doth not abound in variety of words ,

becduse their wants and passions are fewer than

among us . But it is impossible to express his noble

resentment at our savage treatment of the Houyhnhnm

race . He said , if it were possible that there could

be any country where ꝓaõοs alone were endowed

with reason , they certainly must be the governing

animal , because reason in time will always prevail

against brutal strength . But , considering the frame

of our bodies , and especially of mine , he thought no

creature of equal bulk was so ill - contrived for employ -
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ing that reason in the common offices of li
upon he desired to know whether those among whom

7lived resembled me or the Jaſioos of his country .
1hat I was as well shaped as most of

146Lassured himt

my age ; but t rand the females were much
fmore soft and tender , and the skins of the latter

generally as e as mille . . He said I differed indeed
f.1trom other being much more cleanly , and not

altogether so deformed but in point of real advantage ,
he thought J differed for the worse . That my nails
were of no use either to my forèe or hinder feet ; as to
my fore feet , he could not Properly call them by that
name , for he never observed me üto walk on them ;

Were too soft to bear the ground ; that 1
went with them uncovered , neither was the
J sometimes wore on them of the same

shape , or ng as that on my feet behind . That
Jcould not with any security ; for if either of myfl . ＋hinder - feet slipped , I must inevitably fall . He then
began to find fault with other Parts of my body , the

my face , the prominence of my nose , mine
yes placed directly in front , so that I could not IooR

8on either side without turning my head ; that I wWas
dot able to feed myself without liftinę

feet to my mouth ; and therefore nature had placed
those joint to answer that necessity . He knew not
what could be the use of those several clefts and
divisions in my feet behind ; that these were too Softoftto bear the h ardness and sharpness of stones , without
à covering made from the skins of some other brute ;that my whole body wanted a fence against heat and
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cold , which J was forced to put on and off every day

with tediousness and trouble . And lastly , that he

Observed every animal in this country naturally to

abhor the αοh , Whom the weaker avoided , and the

stronger drove from them . So that , supposing us to

have the gift of reason , he could not see how it were

possible to cure that natural antipathy , which every

creature discovered against us ; nor consequently how

we could tame and render them serviceable . How -

ever , he would , as he said , debate the matter no

farther , because he was more desirous to know . my

own story , the country Where IL was born , and the

Several actions and events of my liſe before Icame

hither .

I assured him how extremely desirous LWas that

he should be satisfied in every point ; but J doubted

much whether it would be possible for me to explain

myself on several subjects , whereof his honour could

ecause I saw nothing in his

1lOW-
have no conception ; b

country to which Icould resemble them . That ,

ever , Lwould do my best , and strive to express myself

by similitudes , humbly desiring his assistance when

I wanted proper words ; which he was pleased to

promise me .

Isaid my birth was of honest parents , in an island

called England , which was remote from his country

as many days ' journey as the strongest of his honour ' s

Servants could travel in the annual course of the sun ;

that I was bred a surgeon , whose trade it is to cure

wounds and hurts in the body gotten by accident or

violence ; that my country Was governed by a female



whom we called Queen ;
hes , whereby J might maintain myself and family

when I should return ;

gainst àa rock .

of their poverty or their crimes .

20 HE

that in my la

of their

false

NLVMM .

that J left it to get

Here n

birth , on

money , for
from — cn or deserting to the enemy ; and
most of them had broken prison ;

291

＋

st voyage Iwas
commander of the and had about fifty aοοο

many of whom died at seca, and IJ was
forced to — them by others picked out from severalions:

that our ship was twice in da nger of being
sunk , de first time by a great storm , and the second

master inter -
Posed , by asking me how J could persuade stre mgers
out of different countries to venture with me , after the

s had sustained and the hazards I had run . I
Said — were fellows of desperate fortunes , ſorced

LAcCCOu

Some were undone
by lawsuits ; others spent all they had in drinking ,

and other evil courses ;
treason ; many for murder , theft , Poisoning , robbery ,j

coining

others fled for

flying

none of these
durst return to their native countries for fear of being
hanged , or of starving in a gaol ; and therefore they
were under a necessity of seeking a livelihood in other

this discourse my master was Pleased toWerupt me several times ; J had made use of many
circumlocutions in desc ribing to him the nature of the
Several crimes for which most of our crew had been
forced to fly their country .
several days ' conversation before he was able

This labour took up
to com -



8

j0lly at a ioss to know what

4 F U
could bethe use or necessity of practising those vice

wWhich J endeavoured to give him some

edesire of power and riches ; of the terri

8 of 3 intemperance , malice , and envy . A

Cases and making suppositions . Afte

whose imagination was struck with somethi

never séen or heard of before , he woul Id lift up his

eyes with amazement and indignation . Power , govern -

ment , war , law , punishment, and a thousand other

things , had no terms Wherein that language could ex -

press them ; which made the difficulty almost insuper -

able , to give my master any conception of what I

meant . But ng of an excellent understanding ,7
2bei

much improved by contemplation and converse , he at

last arrived at a competent knowledge of what human

0f che world is capable to perform ,nature in our po

ed I would givehim some pa rticular account2 *and desi

of that land which we l Europe , but especially ot

yown country .

CHAPTER V.

Zue Author , at ' is màsler ' s commands , informs him C/

thie State o , England . Lſie catses / Zοαe. νον 22

Hrinces M Lu Zyue Autſior begins lo eaplain lſie

Englisſi constituction .

TEn reader
—23

to observe that the following

conversations J had wi9⁴22E Q2— 2 2828 my master
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