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A VOVACE T0

THE COLUNTRV OF THE HOUVHNIINMS .

* land . Vleè

Ile Ve 9„ A gtramge Sort of aνι ) ] ꝗjm
laulſior ancets tb - o Houylinſiumts .

2˙ J

Aescribed .

IJ coNTINUED at home with my wife and children

about five months , in a very happy condition , if I

could have learned the lesson of knowing when Iwas

well . I left my poor wife big with child , and accepted

an advant offer made me to be the captain of the

Adventure , a stout merchantman of 350 tons ; for 1
geoi

understand navigation well , and being grown weary

of a surgeon ' s employment at sea , which , however , I

could exer upon occasion , IJtook a skilful young

man of that calling , one Robert Purefoy , into my ship .

We set sail from Portsmouth upon the 7th September ,

4710 ; on the 1ath , we met with Captain Pocock , of

Bristol , at Teneriff , who was going to the Bay of Cam -
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W could 1 t more men . But

f wed to sell the goods in the ship , and

·˖ 0 r Te

ml di ꝛce my cor

weel d with the 1 ins , but J knew

1 f —1 1 1 1 1 11 „ —
what course they took , being kept a close Prisoner

in my e nd cting 1 than to be

mur ey often th

50 . OT May ON

came d t abin , and he

tl 0 0 Ashore L .

1 V WOuld 1

me who ptain wi They forced me into

t let e put on my lit of

clot h were as good as new , and take a small

bundle of linen , but no arms except my hanger ; and

they were so civil as not to search my pockets , into

what money I had , with some other

ies . They rowed about a league , and

down on a strand . I desired them to

They all swore theytell me what country it was .

but said the captain ( asmys

y call um ) was resolved , after they had sold the

lading , et rid of me in the first place where they

could ver land . They pushed off imme li y,

advising me to make haste for fear of being overtaken

by the tide , and so bade me farewell .

In this Gesolate condition advanced forward , and

soon got upon firm ground , where I sat down on a

myself , and consider what J had best do .

refreshed , L went up into the
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country , resolving to deliver myself to the first savages
Jshould meet , and purchase my life from them by
some bracelets , glass rings , and other toys , which
sailors usually provide themselves with in those voyages ,
and whereof J had some about me. The land was
divided by long rows of trees , not regular ) planted ,
but naturally growing ; there Plenty of

grass , and several fields of oats . I walk d very cir -

cumspectly , for fear of being surprised , or suddenly
shot with an arrow from behind or on ei er side . I
fell into a beaten road , where I Saw many tracks of
human feet , and some of cows , but most of horsés .
At last IJ beheld several animals in a field , and one or
two of the same kind sitting in trees . Their shape
Was very singular and deformed , which a little discom -

posed me , so that I lay down behind à thicket to
observe them better . Some of them c ming forward

71

of distinctly marking their form . Their heads and

near the ] de where Jlay , gave me an 0pPortöf

breasts were covered with a thick me frizzled
and others lank ; they had beards „ and à

long ridge of hair down their backs and the fore part8 1
of their legs and feet ; but the rest of the r bodies was

bare , so that I might see their skins , whic were of a
brown buff colour . They had no tails , nor any hair
on their bodies except such as might be supposed
to defend them as they sat on the ground ; for
this posture they used , as well as lying down , and
often stood on their hind feet . They climbed high
trees as nimbly as àa squirrel ; for they had strong
extended claws before and behind , terminating
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points , and hooked . They would often spring

and bound , and leap with prodigious

The females were not so large as the males ;

they had long lank hair on their heads , but none

on their faces , nor anything more than a sort of

down on the rest of their bodies . The hair of

both sexes was of several colours , brown , red ,

black , and yellow . Upon the whole , L never be -

A1 greeable an animal , orheld in all my travels so dis

ist which J naturally conceived so strong an

antipathy . So that , thinking J had seen enough , full

of contempt and aversion , IJ got up , and pursued the

t might direct me to the cabin ofbeaten road , ho ]

had not got far , when J met one of2 1 1SO0me Indlan .

ures full in my way , and coming up direc

to me . The ugly monster , when he saw me , distorted

several ways every feature of his visage , and stared as

at an object he had never seen before ; then approach -

ing nearer , lifſted up his fore Ppaw, whether out of

curiosity or mischief Icould not tell ; but I drew my

hanger , and gave him a good blow with the flat side

of it ; for J durst not strike with the edge , fearing the

inhabitants might be provoked against me , if they

should come to know that J had killed or maimed

their cattle . When the beast felt the smart , he

drew back , and roared so loud that a herd of at least

forty came flocking about me from the next field ,8
howling and making odious faces ; but J ran to the

body of a tree , and leaning my back against it , kept

them off by waving my hanger . Several of this cursed

brood getting hold of the branches behind , leapt up



en as fast as they

the tree , and pur

it was that could put them

on my left hane

in the field ; my

having sooner discovered , was the cause of tl

near me ,The * a little when he ca

but soon recovering himself , looked full in my

face , with manifest tokens of wonder . He viewed1̟

my 2 and feet , walking round

H14times . L would

he

pursued my jo

us he⸗

right fore fſoot to remove my hand .

three or four times , but in so differen

that I b E

in some language of his own .
gan to think he was speaking to

hile he and I were thus employed , another horse
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e up ,
self to the first in a very

zal m gently struck each other ' s right
1 Sentl ) truCK ACD OtlleI 5 SNu¹

by tur
neighing several tim

sound , which seemed to be almost

CoOlm
e Or meete house or villa2diSsCOVeT S

the natives , leaving the two horses

together as they pleased . But the

dapple grey , observing me to steal off , 1

in s0 expressive a tone , that I fancied ) à
on J turned

understand what he meant ; whereul

back , and came near him to expect his farther

1 1＋ 0 *
but concealing my

to be in

—ne reader will easily

believe 1

The two horse

ny Present siti

up close to me , looking with

eat

so much that

adjust it better , by taking it off and
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whereat both he and his companion ( who was a

brown bay ) appeared to be much surprised ; the

latter felt the lappet of my coat , and finding it to

hang loose about me , they both looked with new

signs of wonder . He stroked my right hand , seeming
to admire the softness and colour ; but heàs jueezed1
it so hard between his hoof and his pastern that I

was forced to roar , after which they both touched me

with all possible tenderness . They were under great

perplexity about my shoes and stockings , which they
felt very often , neighing to each other , and using
various gestures , not unlike those of à philosopher
when he would attempt to solve some new and

difficult phenomenon .

Upon the whole , the behaviour of these animals

was s0 orderly and rational , so acute and judici -
that Jat last concluded they must needs be magici -
who had tl

a stranger in the way , resolved to

Edivert themselves with him ; or perhaps were reall N
amazed at the sight of a man so very different in

habit , feature , and complexion from those who might

Probably ive in so remote aà climate . Upon the

strength of this reasoning I ventured to address

them in the following manner : Gentlemen , if you
be conjurors , as J have good cause to believe , you
can understand any language ; therefore Imake bold

to let your worships know that Jam a poor distressed

Englishman , driven by his misfortunes upon your

coast , and J entreat one of you to let me ride upon
his back , as if he were a real horse , to some house
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Where I can be relieved . In return of

which favour , I will make you a present of this knife

and bracelet ( taking them out of my pocket ) . The

two creatures stood silent while I spoke , seeming to

listen with great attention ; and when I had ended ,

neighed frequently towards each other , as if

ged in serious conversation . I plainly
1

they

they were enga

observed that their language expressed t

very well , and the words might with little pains be

than the

1e passions

resolved into an alphabet more easily

Chinese .

could frequently distinguish the word yaοο , which

was repeated by each of them several times ; and

although it was impossible for me to conjecture what

yet while the two horses were busy in con -

versation , Iendeavoured to Practise this word upon

my tongue ; and as soon as they were silent , I boldly

pronounced ꝓαhοο in à loud voice , imitating at the

same time , as near as I could , the neighing of a horse ;

at which they were both visibly surprised , and the

grey repeated the same word twice , as if he meant to

ne right accent , wherein I sbokè after him

it meant ,

teach me tl

as well as I could , and found myself perceivably to

oVe every time , though very far from any degree

of perfection . Then the bay tried me vith a second

word , much harder to be pronounced ; but reducing

it to the English orthography , may be spelt thus ,

Houyhnhnm . I did not succeed in this so well as

the former ; but , after two or three farther trials , L had

better fortune , and they both appeared amazed at my

impr

capacity .
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red might relate to me , the two fri

E Same COmpilime

and the gre

him ;
N 14 8 — * 3u to comply , till Lcould find al r director .

When I offered to slacken my pace , he would

ſiſeiluun fiſeuuun . I
——

his m

as I

HAV about three miles , we came to a

long 1 „ made of timber stuck in the

ground , and vattled across ; the roof was low and

covered with straw . I now began nto be a little com -

took out some te

10USE

would be thereby encouraged to receive me kindly .
The horse 1 go in first ; it was a

loor , and a rack and
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manger , extending the whole length on one side . The

were three nags and two mares , not „ but se

Of tl sit down upon their which J very

much wondered at ; but wondered more to see the

—3 8 7ο E052 8 D
rest . E loyed in domestic bus

dattle . However , this confirmed m.

eople who could so far civilize brute

t needs excel in wisdom all the nations of

but ordinary

4 P

2
came in just after , a d thereby

treatment which the others might

hed to them several times in

ers reaching

passed through
. b 2

e to each other , in the manner ot

4 vista . We went through the Second room towards

the grey walked in first , be oning me
the thi

to attend : I waited in the second room , and got

ready my presents for the master and mistress of the

house : they were two knives , three bracelets of false

pearl , a small 10 and a bead necklace .

The horse neighed three or four times , and 1 waited
E 52 Deilg

- glang- Sglàass ,

in a human voice ; but I heard
to hear some answer

m in the same dialect , only one or

that
no other returns tl

sbriller than his . I began to8

his house must belong to some person of great note
this hou

1 guse the gred8
among tl em , because there APPEATed S0

mony before J could gain admittance .

y should be served all by horse

Lfeared my brain was
man of

yond my 1

disturbed by my sufferings and misfortunes : Jroused
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myself , and looked about me in the room where I

was left alone ; this was furnished like the first , only

after a more elegant manner . I rubbed my eyes

often , but the same objects still occurred . I pinched

my arms and sides to awake myself , hoping J might

be in a dream . I then absolutely concluded that all

these appearances could be nothing else but necro -

mancy and magic . But J had no time to pursue these

reflections ; for the grey horse came to the door , and

made me a sign to follow him into the third room ;

where Jsaw a very comely mare , together with a colt

and foal , sitting on their haunches , upon mats of

straw , not unartfully made , and perfectly neat and

clean .

The mare soon after my entrance rose from her mat ,

and coming up close , after having nicely observed my
hands and face , gave me a most contemptuous look ,

and turning to the horse , Jheard the word ꝓaſοο often

repeated betwixt them ; the meaning of which word 1

could not then comprehend , although it were the first

J had learned to pronounce ; but Jwas soon better

informed , to my everlasting mortification : for the

horse beckoning to me with his head , and repeating

the word ſaſiuuun , fiſutun , as he did upon the road ,

which I understood was to attend him , led me out

into a kind of court , where was another building at

some distance from the house . Here we entered , and

Isaw three of those detestable creatures , which I first

met after my landing , feeding upon roots and the

flesh of some animals , which J afterwards found to be

that of asses and dogs , and now and then a cow dead



by accident or disease . They were all tied by the

neck with strong wyths ſastened to a beam ; they held

their food between the claws of their fore feet , and

tore it with their teeth .

red a sorrel nag , one of hisThe master horse orc

servants , to untie the largest of these animals , and

take him into the yard . The beast and J were

brought close together ; and our countenances dili -

gently compared , both by master and servant , who

thereupon repeated several times the word ꝙαfο .

My horror and astonishment are not to be described ,

when I observed in this abominable animal a verfect

human figure : the face of it indeed was flat and

broad , the nose depressed , the lips large , and the

mouth wide : but these differences are common to all

savage nations , where the lineaments of the counte -

nance are distorted by the natives suffering their infants

to lie grovelling on the earth , or by carrying them on

their backs , nuzzling with their face against the

mother ' s shoulders . The fore feet ot the yaiονο differed

from my hands in nothing else but the length of the

nails , the coarseness and brownness of the palms , and

the hairiness on the backs . There was the same

resemblance between our feet , with the same differ -

ences , which J knew very well , though the horses did

not , because of my shoes and stockings ; the same in

every part of our bodies , except as to hairiness and

colour , which J have already described .

The great difficulty that seemed to stick with the

two horses , was , to see the rest of my body so very

different from that of a Yανοοσ , for which J was obliged
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1 E av l An 2
aereof they had no concè

me a root , which he held (after their

manner , as we shall describe in its proper place )

between his hoof and pastern : I took it in my hand ,

and having smelt it , returned it to him as civill y as

J could . He

Piece of ass ' s flesh , but it smelt so offensively , that I

kennel a
brought out of the 3

turned from it loathing ; he then threw it to the aι)οoο

by whom it was greeedily devoured . He afterwards

Showed me a wisp of hay , and a fetlock full of oats :

but I Shook my head , to signify , that neither of these

were food for me . And indeed Inow al prehended ,

that Jmust absolutely starve , if I. did not get to some8

of my own species : for , as to those filthy yaοαο ,

although there were few greater lovers of mankind , at

that time , than myself, yet J confess , J never saw any

Sensiti eing so detestable on all accounts ; and the

1
them , the more he 2

more 1 grew ,1I
1

while I stayed in that country . This the 1

obser - ed by my behaviour , and therefore sent the

yaſioo back to his kennel . He then put his fore hoof

to1

although * did it with ease , and with a motion
mouth , at which I wWas much surprised ,

that appeared perfectly natural ; and made other

i
to know what I would eat ; but I could

eturn him such an answer às he was able to

J did not
zend ; and , if he had understood me

see how it was Possible to contrive any way for find -

ing myself nourishment . While we were thus engaged ,

J observed a coπ ] — by ;
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he led me back into the and

ordered a mare servant to open a room , where a good

lay , in earthen and wooden after3 5

rly and cleanly manner . She gave me a

wI full , of whic

myself well refreshed .

rank very heartily , and

out noon , I saw coming towards the house a

ind of vehicle , drawn like a sledge, by four ꝓaſiods .
There was in it an old steed , who seemed to be of

t forwardquality ; he alighted with his hind - fe having ,

by accident , got a hurt in his left fore foot . He came

horse , 8 received him with gre
dined in the best and had Oẽ

for the second course , which the old

but the rest cold . Their ngers
were placed circular in the middle of the room , and

divided into several partitions , round which they sat

on their haunches upon bosses of straw . In the

middle was a large rack , with angles answering to

every partition of the manger . So that each horse

and mare eat their oπnͥn hay , and their own mash of

oats and milk , with much decency and regularity .
The behaviour of the young colt and foal appeared

very modest ; and that of the master and mistress

extremely cheerful and complaisant to their guest .
ey ordered me to stand by him ; and much dis -

ed between him and his Kiene concerning
me , as I found by the stranger ' s often looking on me ,
and the frequent repetition of the word yaoo .

Jhappened to wear my gloves , which the master -

seemed perplexed , digreèey observ ving , covering signs
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of wonder what I had done to my fore feet : he put

his hoof three or four times to them , as if he would

signify that I Should reduce them to their former

shape , which I presently did , pulling off both my

gloves and putting them into my pocket . This

Occasioned farther talk , and I saw— the company

was pleased with my behaviour , whereof IsoOon found

the good effects . I was ordered to speak the few

words IJ understood : and , while they Were at dinner ,

the master taught me the names for oats , milk , fire ,

water , and some others , which I could readily pro -

nouncè after him , having from my youth a great

facility in learning languages .

When dinner was done the master horse took me

aside , and by signs and words made me understand

the concern he was in that I had nothing to eat .

Oats , in their tongue , are Called Vlunn - i . This word

1 pronounced two or three times : ; for although I had

refused them at first , yet , upon second thoughts , I

Considered that I could contrive to make of them a

kind of bread , which might be sufficient with milk to

keep me alive , till Lcould make my escape to some

other country , and to creatures of my oνn species .

The horse immediately ordered a white mare servant

of his family to bring me à good quantity of oats in a

Sort of wooden tray . These I heated before the

fire as well as I could , and rubbed them till the

husks came off , which I made àa shift to winnow

from the grain . I ground and beat them between

two stones , then took water , and made them into

a paste or cake , which I toasted at the fire and
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ate warm with milk . It was at first a very insipid

liet , though common enough in many parts in

Europe , but grew tolerable by time ; and having

been often reduced to hard fare in my life , this was

not the first experiment J had made how easily nature

is satisfied . And J cannot but observe that J never

had one hour ' s sickness while I stayed in this island .

It is true Jsometimes made a shift to catch a rabbit

or bird by springes made of aσο⁸ hair ; and Joften

athered wholesome herbs , which J boiled , and ate as

my bread ; and now and then for a

a little butter and drank the whey . Irarity I mã

was at first at a great loss for salt , but custom soon

reconciled me to the want of it ; and Jam confident

that the frequent use of salt among us is an effect of

luxury , and was first introduced only as a provocative

to drink ; except where it is necessary for preserving

of flesh in long voyages , or in places remote from

great markets . For we observe no animal to be fond

of it but man . And as to myself , when J left this

country , it was a great while before J could endure

the taste of it in anything that Jate .

h to say upon the subject of my diet ,This is enoug

wherewith other travellers fill their books , as if th ο

readers were personally concerned whether we fare
812well or ill Owever , it was necessary to mention

this matter , lest the world should think it impossible

that Jcould find sustenance for thrèe years in such a
1

country , and among such inhabitants .

When tit grew towards eveni ae master - horse

ordered aà place for me to lodge in : it was but six
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was in à short time better accommodated

reader shall know hereafter , when I come

1more partici about my way of living5

Zůie Aulſior Stue

Hottyſimſimm , ſeis

langage described . Sev “ a Houyſinſimms C, Jutality

come oult O/ curiosit ) lo cee die 4 uifior . He gives ſiis

znασter à Sſfiort accoumt , liis vονο .

feim . Ilie77727¹

d enquired the name of it , which I vrote dowi

J was alone , and corrected my

ng those of the fam

In this employment , a sorrel nag

one of the unde vants , was very ready te

1 4
In spe they pronounce through the nose and

ir language approaches nearest to the

Putch or German , of any I know in Eu

is much more graceful and significant .
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ty and impatience of my master were s0

O1 Hlst he spent many hours

convinced

ther opposite to thos

ed my
ne th himself whether tl

0d 1 d Ol¹

my acti
1thOom my OWn mouth ,

do , by the great8 E
and pronouncing their w

memory , J formed all

bet , and writ the words down wit

Tbis last , after some ti ven

to do in my master ' s prese It cost me much
wle to ex m what J was doing ; for the

n least idea of be or

181 4Düal U to und

noOSt 0 8 0 1

was extremely
curious to know from what part of the ry Lcame ,

eesnand how J was taught to imitate a Crèeaàture 5
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( because the ꝓaοes whom he saw Iexactly resembled

in my head , hands , and face , that were only visible )

with some appearance of cunning , and the strongest

disposition to mischief , were observed to be the most

unteachable of all brutes . I answered , that Icame

over the sea from a far place , with many others of my

own kind , in a great hollow vessel made of the bodies

of trees ; that my companions forceẽd me to land on

this Coast , and then leſt me to shift for myself . It

was with some difficulty , and by the help of many signs ,

that I brought him to understand me . He replied

that L must needs be mistaken , or that ISa Lliè lhiing

20/½lt Tcds not ( for they have no wor d in their 1

guage to express lying or falsehood ) . He knew it

was impossible that there could be a country beyond

the sea , or that a parcel of brutes could move a

wooden vessel whither they pleased upon water . 323

li 1
was sure no Houyhnhnm alive could m ke such à

vessel , nor would trust 9 2Ji40ο⁰ſto manage it.

The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue signifies à

orse , and in its etymology bhie perfection , nature .

I told my master that JLwas at a loss for expression ,

but would improve as fast as Lcould ; and hoped in a

Short time I should be able to tell him wonders . He

was pleased to A80 his own mare , his colt , his foal ,

and the servants of the family , to take all oppor tunities

of instructing me ; and every day , for two or three

hours , he was at the same pains himself . Several

horses and mares otf quality in the neighbourhood

came often to our house upon the report spread of a

wonderful 5ο that oould speak like a —
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ctions , to discover

hted to

converse with meé : they put many questions , and
f1received such answers as J was ab

and seemed , in his words and

glimmerings of reason . These deliSomèe

e t0 fetüirn ? B

all these advantages I made so great àa progress , that ,

in five months from my arrival , understood what —

ever was spoken , and could express myself tolerably

Well .
7The Houyhnhnums who came to visit my master

out of a design of seeing and talking with me , could

hardly 1 e me to be a right yahαο , because my

body had a different covering from others of my kind .

were astonished to observe me without the

nd skin , ex n my head , face , and

Jdiscovere At Secret to

upon an accident which happened about

before .
J have already told the reader t hat every night ,

when the family were gone to bed , it was my custom

to strip and cover myself with my clothes : it hap -

pened one morning early that my master sent for me

by the sorrel nag , who was his valet ; when he came

Jwas fast asleep , and my clothes fallen off on one side .
4vaked at the noise he made , and observed him to

ver his message in some disorder , after which he

went to my master , and , in a great fi

very confused account of what he had sèeen : this I

Presently discovered , for going , as soon as I was

dressed , to pay my attendance upon his honour , he

asked me the meaning of what his servant had re -

ported ; that Jwas not the same thing when J slept
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n , I would give

my clothes in his

mnd examined th

dy very gently , and looked roi everal times ,
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been at to instruct me ; he brought me into all com -

pany , and made them treat me with civility , because ,
as he told them privately , this would put me into good
humour , and make me more divert ting .

Every day , when Jwaited on him , beside the trouble
he was at in teaching , he would ask me several ques -
tions concerning myself , which Lanswered as well as I

could ; and by these means he had already received
some general ideas , though very imperfect . It would
be tedious to relate the several steps by Which 1
advanced to a more regular conversation : but the first
account J gave of myself in any order and length was
to this purposèe :

That Jcame from a very far country , as I already
had attempted to tell him , with about fifty morè of my
own species ; that we travelled upon the seas in a

great hollow vessel made of wood , and larger than his
honour ' s house . I described theship to him in the

P of my
best terms J could , and explaine 6 by the h

lazandkerchief displayed , how it was driven f
the wind . That upon a quarrel among us , L vas set
on shore on this coast , Where Lwalked forward with -
out knowing whither , till he delivered me from the

persecution of those execrable aο ] οο . He asked me ,
who made the ship , and how it was possible that the

Houyhnhnms of my country would it to the

management of brutes ? My answer was , that J durst

proceed no farther in my relation , unless he would

give me his word and honour that he would not be

offended , and then I would tell him the wonders I
had so often promised . He agreed ; and Iwent on
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by assuring him that the ship was made by creatures
like myself , who , in all the countries I had travelled ,
as well as in my own , were the only governing , rational

animals ; and that , upon my arrival hither , L was as
much astonished to see the Houyhnhnms act like
rational beings , as he or his friends could be in finding
some marks of reason in a creature he was pleased to
call a ꝓaιjν , to which J owned my resemblance in

every part , but could not account for their degenerate
and brutal nature . I said farther , that if good fortune
ever restored me to my native country , to relate my
travels hither , 8 J resolved to do , everybody would
believe that L Said zhie Lhiing Zuiſuicſt ꝛ⁊bh̃ mot , that I
invented the story out of my own head : and ( With all

1POSSIDIE spect to himself , his family and friends , and
under his promise of not being o lended)

o

our country -
men would hardly think it probable that a Houyhnhnm
should be the presiding creature of a nation , and a

yaſioo the brute .

CHAPTER VV.

Zue Houyſinſimmò notion of trutß and faloehoοd . Tyie
Aulliors discourse disapproved . b ſiis master . Tye
Autſion gis à more Parliculam account , ſimselſ ,
aud dſie accidents ſiis voyaęe .

Mx master heard me with great appearances of
uneasiness in his countenance ; bèecause Couuiine or
not belieping are so little known in this country that



286 GHEEE S

ο —2 2 2 7 0⁰ 055the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave

under such circumstances . And I ren
mit th

frequent discourses with my master conce ning thne
2Nn e of manhood in other pa

having occasion to talk

vion , it was with much diff 0¹ aended
1what I meant , although he h⸗

acute judgment . For he argued thus : That the use

of speech was to make us und

ive information of

2 ½9 Lolſlicſt ad , not , thè d

because J cannot properly be said to und d him ,

and I am so far from receiving information that he

leaves me worse than in ignorance , for J am led to

believe a thing bJacł when it is aulſate , and Sſiort when

it is J % And these were all the notions he had

ly well

among .

ng that faculty of JHyins , s0 perfect

tood , and s0 universa

To return from this digression : V

governingthat the yaοον πwere the only

my country , which my master said was

Past his conception , he desired to know whether we

had Houyhnhnms among us , and what was i

employment . I told him we had great numbers ;

that in summer they grazed in the fields ,

winter were kept in houses with hay and oats , where

yaſioo servants were

smooth , comb their manes , pick their feet , se

with food , and make their beds . I understand you

well , said my master ; it is now very plain , from all
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because J was very
7 Afrar 19 11 fted trom me would

sing . But he insisted in command -

of drudgery , till
after which their skins were stripped , and

they were worth , and their bodies left to

dogs and birds of prey . But the

horses had not so good fortune , being
and carriers , and other mean people ,

rlabour , and fed them worse .

could , our way of riding ; the

a bridle , a saddle , a spur , and à
˖ and wheels . L added , that we

lastened plates of a certain hard substance , called

27on , at the bottom of their feet , to preserve their hoofs
from being broken by the stony ways on which we
often tra velled .

My master , after some expr great indig -
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nation , wondered how we dared to venture upon a

Houyhnhnm ' s back ; for he was sure that the weakest

servant in his house would be able to shake off the

strongest α,νj or by lying down , or rolling on

his back , squeeze the brute to death . I answered ,

that our horses were trained up from three or four

years old to the several uses we intended them for ;

that , if any of them proved intolerably vicious , they

were employed for carriages ; that they were severely

beaten while they were young , for any mischievous

tricks ; that those designed for the common use of

riding or draught were generally trained about two

years after their birth , to take down their spirits , and

make them more tame and gentle ; that they were in -

deed sensible of rewards and punishments ; but his

honour would please to consider , that they had not

the least tincture of reason , any more than the ꝓaᷣ . ο

in this country .
It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions

to give my master a right idea of what J spoke ; for

their language doth not abound in variety of words ,

becduse their wants and passions are fewer than

among us . But it is impossible to express his noble

resentment at our savage treatment of the Houyhnhnm

race . He said , if it were possible that there could

be any country where ꝓaõοs alone were endowed

with reason , they certainly must be the governing

animal , because reason in time will always prevail

against brutal strength . But , considering the frame

of our bodies , and especially of mine , he thought no

creature of equal bulk was so ill - contrived for employ -



AI VOTACQAÆE ‚οσ ν QHNN

ing that reason in the common offices of li
upon he desired to know whether those among whom

7lived resembled me or the Jaſioos of his country .
1hat I was as well shaped as most of

146Lassured himt

my age ; but t rand the females were much
fmore soft and tender , and the skins of the latter

generally as e as mille . . He said I differed indeed
f.1trom other being much more cleanly , and not

altogether so deformed but in point of real advantage ,
he thought J differed for the worse . That my nails
were of no use either to my forèe or hinder feet ; as to
my fore feet , he could not Properly call them by that
name , for he never observed me üto walk on them ;

Were too soft to bear the ground ; that 1
went with them uncovered , neither was the
J sometimes wore on them of the same

shape , or ng as that on my feet behind . That
Jcould not with any security ; for if either of myfl . ＋hinder - feet slipped , I must inevitably fall . He then
began to find fault with other Parts of my body , the

my face , the prominence of my nose , mine
yes placed directly in front , so that I could not IooR

8on either side without turning my head ; that I wWas
dot able to feed myself without liftinę

feet to my mouth ; and therefore nature had placed
those joint to answer that necessity . He knew not
what could be the use of those several clefts and
divisions in my feet behind ; that these were too Softoftto bear the h ardness and sharpness of stones , without
à covering made from the skins of some other brute ;that my whole body wanted a fence against heat and

U
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cold , which J was forced to put on and off every day

with tediousness and trouble . And lastly , that he

Observed every animal in this country naturally to

abhor the αοh , Whom the weaker avoided , and the

stronger drove from them . So that , supposing us to

have the gift of reason , he could not see how it were

possible to cure that natural antipathy , which every

creature discovered against us ; nor consequently how

we could tame and render them serviceable . How -

ever , he would , as he said , debate the matter no

farther , because he was more desirous to know . my

own story , the country Where IL was born , and the

Several actions and events of my liſe before Icame

hither .

I assured him how extremely desirous LWas that

he should be satisfied in every point ; but J doubted

much whether it would be possible for me to explain

myself on several subjects , whereof his honour could

ecause I saw nothing in his

1lOW-
have no conception ; b

country to which Icould resemble them . That ,

ever , Lwould do my best , and strive to express myself

by similitudes , humbly desiring his assistance when

I wanted proper words ; which he was pleased to

promise me .

Isaid my birth was of honest parents , in an island

called England , which was remote from his country

as many days ' journey as the strongest of his honour ' s

Servants could travel in the annual course of the sun ;

that I was bred a surgeon , whose trade it is to cure

wounds and hurts in the body gotten by accident or

violence ; that my country Was governed by a female



whom we called Queen ;
hes , whereby J might maintain myself and family

when I should return ;

gainst àa rock .

of their poverty or their crimes .

20 HE

that in my la

of their

false

NLVMM .

that J left it to get

Here n

birth , on

money , for
from — cn or deserting to the enemy ; and
most of them had broken prison ;

291

＋

st voyage Iwas
commander of the and had about fifty aοοο

many of whom died at seca, and IJ was
forced to — them by others picked out from severalions:

that our ship was twice in da nger of being
sunk , de first time by a great storm , and the second

master inter -
Posed , by asking me how J could persuade stre mgers
out of different countries to venture with me , after the

s had sustained and the hazards I had run . I
Said — were fellows of desperate fortunes , ſorced

LAcCCOu

Some were undone
by lawsuits ; others spent all they had in drinking ,

and other evil courses ;
treason ; many for murder , theft , Poisoning , robbery ,j

coining

others fled for

flying

none of these
durst return to their native countries for fear of being
hanged , or of starving in a gaol ; and therefore they
were under a necessity of seeking a livelihood in other

this discourse my master was Pleased toWerupt me several times ; J had made use of many
circumlocutions in desc ribing to him the nature of the
Several crimes for which most of our crew had been
forced to fly their country .
several days ' conversation before he was able

This labour took up
to com -



8

j0lly at a ioss to know what

4 F U
could bethe use or necessity of practising those vice

wWhich J endeavoured to give him some

edesire of power and riches ; of the terri

8 of 3 intemperance , malice , and envy . A

Cases and making suppositions . Afte

whose imagination was struck with somethi

never séen or heard of before , he woul Id lift up his

eyes with amazement and indignation . Power , govern -

ment , war , law , punishment, and a thousand other

things , had no terms Wherein that language could ex -

press them ; which made the difficulty almost insuper -

able , to give my master any conception of what I

meant . But ng of an excellent understanding ,7
2bei

much improved by contemplation and converse , he at

last arrived at a competent knowledge of what human

0f che world is capable to perform ,nature in our po

ed I would givehim some pa rticular account2 *and desi

of that land which we l Europe , but especially ot

yown country .

CHAPTER V.

Zue Author , at ' is màsler ' s commands , informs him C/

thie State o , England . Lſie catses / Zοαe. νον 22

Hrinces M Lu Zyue Autſior begins lo eaplain lſie

Englisſi constituction .

TEn reader
—23

to observe that the following

conversations J had wi9⁴22E Q2— 2 2828 my master
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contains a summary of the most material Points , which
were discoursed on at s veral times , for above two
◻ears ; his honour often desiring fuller satisfaction as
Jfarther improved in the Houyhnhum tongue . I
laid before him , as well as I could , the whole state of
Europe . I discoursed of trade and manufactures , of
arts and science and the answers J gave to all the
questions he made , as they arose upon several sub -

lausted .jects , were a fund of conversation not to be
But Ishall here only set down the substance of what
Passed between us concerning my own country , re -
ducing it to order as well as IJ can , without any rè
time or other ci

tri M Jv

to to my master ' s arguments and expres -
Sĩo must needs suffer by my want of capaci
as by a translation into our barbarous English .

V

In obedience , therefore , to his honours commands ,
Jrelated to him the revolution under the Prince of

ge ; the long war with France entered into by the
said Prince , and renewed by his successor , the Present
Queen , wherein the greatest powers of Christendon

4 4lWere engaged , and which still continued : I computed ,
at his request , that about a million of Vaſioos might

ORit ; andh
hundred or more cities taken , and five times

have been killed in the whole Progr
Perhaps , a

as many ships burnt or sunk .

He asked me what were the usual causes or motives
that made one country go to war with another . I
answered they were innumerable ; but L should only
mention a fewof the chief . Sometimèes the ambition
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of princes , who never think they have land or people

enough to govern . Sometimes the corruption of

ministers , who engage their master in a war in order

to stifle or divert the clamour of the subjects against

their evil administration . Difference in opinions hath

cost many millions of lives : for instance , whether

fHesſ be bread , or zreud be fesſi , whether the juice of

à Certain verry be blood or 2%ne , whether zleistling be

à vice or a virtue ; whether it be better to Liss a post or

throw it into the fire ; what is the best colour for a

coat , whether black , 20ute , red , grey , and whether it

Should be Jong or Shiort , narrot ' or z0hide, dirty or clean ,

with many more . Neither are any wars 80 furious

and bloody , or of 80 long a continuance , as those

occsiͤoned by difference in opinion , especially if it be

in things indifferent .

Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to

decide which of them shall dispossess a third of his

dominions , where neither of them pretend to any

righht . Sometimes one Prince quarrelleth with another

for fear the other should quarrel wich him . Some -

times a war is entered upon because the enemy is too

Strong , and sometimes because he is too οσνα Some -

times our neighbours wunt the lfinss which we Jiade ,

Or Jade the things which we zwant , and we both fight

till they take ours or give us theirs . It 1

justifiable cause of a war to invade a country after the

people have been wasted by famine , destroyed by

Pestilence , or embroiled by factions among them -

Selves . It is justifiable to enter into àa war against our08

nearest ally , when one of his tovns lies convenient for
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territory of land

dominions round and compact .
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that would render OUr

If a prince sends
forces into a nation where the People are poor and
ignor⸗

death

mt , he may lawfully put the half of them to
and make slaves of the rest , in order to civilise

and reduce them from their barbarous Way of living .
It is a very kingly , honourable , and frequent practice ,
when one Prince desires the assistance of another to
secure him against an invasion , that the assistant ,
when he hath driven out the invader , Should seize on
the dominions himself , and Eill , imprison , or banish
the prince he

marr

and the

disposition to quarrel .
＋◻υœυPuCid

ever be at variance .

nearer

nations are PHouι .

came to relieve .

the kindred is the

and pride

Allia

riage is a frequent cause of war between Princes ;

nce by blood or

greater is their
Soor nations are hungry , and

and hunger will
For these reasons the trade of a

goldien is held the most honourable of all others ,
because a Soldien is a ꝓaſioo hired to kill in cold blood
as many of his ownn species who have never offended
him as possibly he can .

There

Europe ,

is likewise a kind of beggarly princes in
not able to make war by themselves , who

hire out their troops to richer nations for so much à
day to each man , of which they keep
themselves

tenance ;

Europe .

three fourths to
and it is the best part of their main -

such are those in many nortfiern parts of

What you have told me , said my maste r , upon the
subject of war does indeed discover most admirab bly
the effects of that reason you Pretend to : however , it
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happy that the shame is greater than the danger ,

rly incapable ofthat nature hath left you utte

doing much mischief . For your mouths lying flat

with your faces , you can hardly bite each other to any

purpose , unless by consent . Then as to the claws

upon your feet before and behind , they are so short

and tender that one of our yaι,ðj½ would drive a

dozen of yours before him . And , therefore , in

recounting the number of those Who have been killed

in battle , I cannot but think you have gaid tſie Iſiing

200ſalcſt 15 not .

Icould not forbear haking my head and smiling a

to thelittle at his ignorance ; and being no stran

art of war , L gave him a description of cannons , cul -

verins , muskets , carbines , pistols , bullets , powder ,

swords , bayonets , battles , sieges , retreats , attacks ,

undermines , countermines , bombardments , sea fights ,

ships sunk with a thousand men , twenty thousand

ans , limbs flying inkilled on each side , dying

the air , smoke , noise , confusion , trampling to death

inder horses ' fèet ; flight , pursuit , victory ; fields

strewed with carcases , left for food to dogs and

wolves and birds of prey ; plundering , stripping ,

ravishing , burning , and destroying . And to set forth

untrymen , L assuredthe valour of my own dear co

him that J had seen them blow up a hundred enemies

at once in a siege , and as many in a ship ; and beheld

the dead bodies drop down in pieces from the clouds ,

to the great diversion of the spectators .

Jwas going on to more particulars , vhen my master

under -commanded me silence . He said , whoever
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POS;
＋Usible of so vile an animal to be capable of every action

stood the nature of yaονοοα , might easily believe it

Jhad named , if their strength and cunning equalled
their malice . my discourse had increased his 11

abhorrence of the whole species , Sso he found it gave
him a e in his mind , to which he was wholly

He thought his ears , being used to
such abominable words , might , by degrees , admit

LE tedEAbIO 4

med

them with less dete hat , although he ha
the yaſioos of this country , yet he no more

rodious qualities , than he did a
( a bird of prey

them for the 2u7ο •
for its cruelty , or àa sharp stone for

cutting his hoof . But when a creature , pretending to
could be capable of 8, he

he corruption of that faculty might be
vorse than brutality itself . He seemed , therefore ,

confident , that , instead of reason , we were only pos -
sessed of some quality fitted to increase our natural

vices ; as the reflection from a troubled stream returns
the image of an ill - shapen body , not only Las , ger .
but more νuοeted .

IK1 eadded , that he had heard too much upon the

subject of both in this , and some former
courses . There was another point , which alittle

plexed him at present . IJ had informed him , t!

leir COuntry , on account of b
ruined by that J had already explained
meaning of the word ; but he was at a loss
should come to pass , that the Jaze , which was intendèe
for every man ' s preservation , should be any me
ruin . Therefore , he desired to be further satisfie
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28e thereof ,what I meant by lau , and the d

according to the present practice in my own country ;

because he thought nature and reason were sufficient

guides for a reasonable animal , as we pretend to be ,

in showing us what we ought to do , and what to

avoid .

I assured his honour that law was a science in

which I had not much conversed , farther than by

employing advocates in vain upon some injustices

that had been done me ; however , L would give him

all the satisfaction Jwas able .

I said there was a society of men among us , bred

up from their youth in the art of proving , by words

multiplied for the purpose , that 2ulaite is Vlach , and

Jlach is ꝛlſite , according as they are paid . To this

society all the rest of the people are slaves . For

example , if my neighbour hath a mind to my core ,

he hires a Jateyer to prove that he ought to have

my coc / from me . I must then hire another to

defend my right , it being against all rules of laααν

that any man should be allowed to speak for himself .

Now in this case I , who am the right owner , lie

under two great disadvantages : Jinst , my lawyer ,

being practised almost from his cradle in defending

falsehood , is quite out of his element when he would

be an advocate for justice , which is an unnatural

office he always attempts with great awkwardness ,

if not with ill - will . The second disadvantage is , that

my lateiyen must proceed with great caution , or else

he will be reprimanded by the Judęes , and abhorred

by his brethren , as one that would lessen the practice



AI VOFACQÆ ο LÆEÆ HuNNs . 299

of the lard . And therefore J have but two méthods
to preserve my cονο. The first is to gain over my
advers s Latelyen with àa double fee , who will then

betray his client by insinuating that he hath Justic
on his side . The second way is for my Latuyer to
make my cause appear as unjust as he can , by
allowin g the co , to belong to my adversary ; and
this , if it be skilfully done , vill certainly bespeak
the favour of the bench . Now your honour is to
know that these Judges are persons appointed to
decide all controversies of property , as well as for
the trial of criminals , and picked out from the most
dexterous lawyers , who are grown old or lazy , and

having been biassed all their lives against truth and

equity , lie under such a fatal necessity of favouring
fraud , perjury , and oppression , that I have known
some of them refuse aà large bribe from the side
where justice lay , rather than injure the faculty by
doing anything unbecoming their nature or their office .

It is a maxim among these lawyers , that whatever
hath been done before may legally be done again ;
and , therefore , they take special care to record all the
decisions formerly made against common justice and
the general reason of mankind . These , under the

name of Preccdents , they produce as authorities to

justify the most iniquitous opinions , and the judges
never fail of directing accordingly .

In pleading , they studiously avoĩd entering into the
meridos of the cause ; but are loud , violent , and tedious ,
in dwelling upon all cuαhο ] sances which arèe not to the

purpose . For instance , in the case already mentioned :

,

,W

,
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they never desire to know what claim or

long or short ; whether

rOUnd Or

4¹

1

come to an issue .

It is , likewise , to be observed , that this society hath

a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no other

thnelir laws aremortal can understand , and wherein⸗

written , which they take special to multiply ;

whereby they have wholly confounded the very

essence of truth and falsehood , of righht and wrong ;

s0 that it will take thirty years to decide whether the

field left me by my ancest

longs to me

In the

the thod is much more short and com -

mendable : the judge first sends to sound the disposi -

tion of those in power , after which he can easily hang

or save a criminal , strictly preserving all the due forms

of Lato .

Here , my 8ꝛster interposing , said it was a

creatures endued with such prod

mind as these Janeſyers , by the descriptic gave of

them , must certainly be , were not rather encour

to be instructors of others in wisdom and knowle

In answer to which , L assured his honour , that , in all

points out of their - own trade , they were usually the

most ignorant and stupid generation among us , the
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most despicable in common conversation , avowed

enemies to all knowledge and learning , and equally

disposed to pervert the general reason of mankind in

own Pprofession .

every other subject of discourse , as in that of their

SER VI .

¶ contintadion , Ile State Englandd tmder Queen Anne .
Llie chiaracter o , àfirst ministem o , state in Luropeam
Coterls .

erstandMy master was yet wholly at a loss to un
8 4 2

vhat motives could incite this of laroyers to

derplex , di t, and weary themselves , and engage 15 3 f 8⁴ 1
in a confederacy of injustice , merely for the sake

of injuring their fellow - animals ; neither could he

comprehend what J meant , in saying , they did it

for hire . Whereupon , J was at much pains to

describe to him the use of zoney , the materials it U

was made of, and the value of the metals ; that ,
ad got a great store of this preciouswhen a yalioo

substance , he was able to purchase whatever he had a

mind to , the finest clothing , the noblest ! S, great
tracts of land , the most costly meats and drinks , and

have his choice of the most beautiful fema les . There - N

fore , since aoney alone was able to perform all these

feats , our yaνν,s thought they could never have

enough of it to spend , or to save , as they found them -

Selves inclined from their natural bent , either to pro -
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fusion Or avarice . That the rich man enjoyed the

fruit of the poor man ' s labour , and the latter were a

thousand to one in proportion to the former ; that the

bulk of our people were forced to live miserably , by

labouring every day for small wages , to make a few'

live plentifully . I enlarged myself much on these ,

and many other parftculars to the same purpose ;

but his honour was still to seek , for he went

upon aà supposition , that all animals had a title

to their share in the productions of the

earth , and especially those who presided over the

rest . Therefore he desired I would let him know

what these costly meats were , and how any of us

happened to want them . Whereupon I enumerated

as many sorts as came into my head , with the various

methods of dressing them , which could not be done

without sending vessels by sea to every part of the

World as well for liquors to drink as for sauces and

inmimerable other conveniences . J assured him that

globe of earth must be at least three timesthis whole g

gone round before one of our better female ꝓaſioos

could get her breakfast , or a cup to put 1in FHe

said that must needs be a miserable country which

cannot furnish food for its own inhabitants . But

what he chiefly wondered at was how such vast

tracts of ground as I described should be wholly

without Jresſt doater , and the people put to the

necessity of sending over the sea for drinks “ I

replied that England ( the dear place of my nativity )

was computed to produce fhree times the quantity

of food more than its inhabitants are able to consume ,
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as well as liquors extracted from grain or pressed out
of the fruit of certain trees , which made excellent

drink ; and the same proportion in every other con -
venience of life . But in order to feed the luxury
and intemperance of the males , and the vanity of
the females , we sent away the greatest part of our

necessary things to other countries , from whence we
in return brought the materials of diseases , folly , and

vice , to spend among ourselves . Hence it follows
of necessity that vast numbers of our People are

compelled to seek their livelihood by begging , robbing ,
stealing , cheating , pimping , flattering , suborning , for -

swearing , forging , gaming , lying , fawning , hectoring ,
voting , scribbling , star - gazing , Poisoning , canting ,
libelling , and the like occupations ; every one of
which terms I was at much pains to make him
understand .

That abiuε was not imported among us from foreign
countries to supply the want of water or other drinks,
but because it was a sort of liquid which made us

merry by putting us out of our senses , diverted all

melancholy thoughts , begat wild extravagant imagina -
tions in the brain , raised our hopes , and banished our

fears ; suspended every office of reason for a time ,
and deprived us of the use of our limbs , till we fell
into a profound sleep ; although it must be confessed
that we always awaked sick and dispirited ; and that
the use of this liquor filled us with diseases , which
made our lives uncomfortable and short .

But , besides all this , the bulk of our people sup -
ported themselves by furnishing the necessities or
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to theconveniences of

instance , when J am at home ,

be, J carry on my body t

a tradesmen ; the building

num e my wife

Jwas going on to tell him of another sort
41who get their Iivelihood by attending the

some occasions informed his honour , that many

crew had died of dise -

he utmost difficulty that Jbrough

hend what J meant . He could easi

à Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy a few days before

his death , or , by some accident , might hurt a limb ;

but that Nature , who works all things to perfection ,
should suffer any pains to breed in our bodies , he

thought impossible , and desired to know the reason of
Id hi

fed on aSs0 unaccount table
le an evil . I

High Hera 20Wich Opeèràatèd Cont eACH1
RrS ve were neAt Wnen We were Hes

drank without the 3 —
ö

eating a

0dies ,

whole nights drinking s
bit , Wbich ee us to floth, 11

recipitated or prevented dig hat it

he endless to give him of all

incident to human bodies ; could

not be fewer than five or six hundred spread over

every limb and joint ; in short , every part , external

and intestine , 8 diseases appropriated to itself .

To remedy which there was a sort ot bred up1

among us in the profession or pretence
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They are likewise of special use to husbands and

wives who have grown weary of their mates , to eldest

Sons , to great ministers of state , and often to princes .

I had formerly upon occasion discoursed with my

master upon the nature of godernment in general , and

of Our own eæcellent constitution , deservedlyParticularly
Wyof the whole world . But havingthe wonder and e

here accidentally mentioned a zninister O, stale , he

ommanded me some time after to inform him what

species of % ο ν particularly meant by that appel -

lation .

I told him that a first or chief minister of state ,

Who was the person I intended to describe , was à

creature wholly exempt from joy and grief , love and

hatred , pity and anger ; at least makes use of no

other passions but a violent desire of wealth , power ,

and titles ; that he applies his words to all uses

ation of his mind ; that he never
except to the

but with an intent that you should take it

with a design that you should
tells a Trulſt

for a lie , nor a die but

take it for a truth , that those he speaks worst of

behind their backs are in the surest way of Prefer -

ment , and whenever he begins to Praise you to

others , or to yourself , you are from that day forlorn .

The worst mark you can receive is à Hromise , espe -

cially when it is Confirmed with an oath ; after which

every wise man retires , and gives over all hopes .

There are three methods by which a man may rise

to be chief minister . The first is , by knowing how

with prudence to dispose of a wife , a daughter , or a

sister ; the second , by betraying or undermining his
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predecessor ; and the third is , by a furious ↄcal in
Public assemblies against the corruptions of the court .But a wise prince would rather choose to employthose who practise the last of these methods ; because
such zealots prove always the most obsequious and
subservient to the will and passions of their master .
That these nministers , having all employments at their
disposal , preserve themselves in Power , by bribing the
majority of a senate or Sreat council ; and at last , byan expedient called an 44 / , indemnity ( wheréeof I
described the nature to him ) they secure themselves
from after- reckonings , and retire from the public , laden
with the spoils of the nation .

The palace of a chaig , minister is à seminary to
breed up others in his On trade the pages , lacqueys ,and porter , by imitating their master , become aninisteng
V ſrale , in their several districts , and learn to excel in

the three principal Ingredients of insolence , Heng , and
bribery . Accordingly they have a S7bAllern court paidto them by persons of thè best rank ; and sometimes ,

by the force of dexterity and impudence , arrive , throughSeéveral gradations , to be successor to their lord .
One day , in discourse , my master having heard me

mention the nobility of my country , was pleased to
make me a compliment , which I could not pretend to
deserve ; that he was sure IJ must have been born of
some noble family , because I far exceeded in shape ,
colour , and cleanliness , all the Yaſibos Of his nation ,
although Jseemed to fail in strength and agility , which
must be imputed to my different way of living from
those other brutes ; and , besides , I was not only
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endued with the faculty of speech , but likewise with

some rudiments of reason , to a degree , that , with

his acquaintance d for a prodigy .

He made me observe , that among the Houyhnhnms ,

the the Sorrel , and the iro - e not 80

the bay , the dabpplegrey , and the
5

exactly shaped as

Aab „ nor born with equal talents of mind , or a

capacity to improve them ; and therefore continued

always in the condition or servants , without ever

aspiring to match out of their own race , which , 1
that country , would be reckoned monstrous and un -

natural .

I made his honour my most humble acknowledg -

ments for the good opinion he was pleased to conceive

of me ; but assured him , at the same time , that my

pirth was of the lower sort , having been born of plain

honest parents , who were just able to give me a toler -

able education ; that 2⁰⁰ me 8 gether

à different thing he t t Our

young noblemen are bred from their childhood in

idleness and luxury : and when their fortunes are

almost 32 they marry some woman of mean

disagreeable person , and unsound donstitution , merely
.

for 808 Sake of money , whom they hate and despise .

That the production of such marr are generally

scrofulous , rickety , or deformed by which

means the family seldom continues above three genera -

that a weak diseased body , a meagre counte -

e , and sallow complexion , are the true marks of

dlood , and a healthy robust appearance is dis -

1 18graceful in a man of q The imperfections of
8 1 1



AI VOTACE TO NÆÆl HÆνN8sð . 309

mind run parallel with those of his body , being a com -
Position of spleen , dulness , ignorance , caprice , sensu -
ality , and pride .

Without the consent of this illustrious body , no law
can be enacted , repealed , or altered ; and these Aobhlæs
have likewise the decisions of all our Possessions
without appeal .

SEIEAFEI .

75757ο M ſiis nativ
7 6 75 5 02. οοι α COονε,ε

2, Aᷓ Neαεανοον,“iu

TYανινινιοονννν 2/ nntiere .

Tun reader may be disposed to wonder how J could
Prevail on myself to give a free representation of my
own species among a race of mortals who are already
too apt to conceive the vilest opinion of human kind ,
from that entire congruity betwixk me and their

Yalioos . But IJ must freely confess that the many
virtues of those excellent guadrupedes , placed in

opposite view to human corruptions , had so far

opened my eyes , and enlarged my understanding ,
that IJ began to view the actions and passions of
man in a very different light , and to think the honour
of my own kind not worth managing ; which , besides3 811¹2 5 7 5
it was impossible for me to do before a person of S0
acute a judgment as my master , Who daily convinced

W
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me of a thousand faults in myself , whereof J had

not the least perception before , and which with us

would never be numbered even among human infirmi -

ties . J had likewise learned from his example an

utter detestation of all falsehood or disguise ; and

zruthi appeared so amiable to me that J determined

upon sacrificing everything to it .

Let me deal so candidly with the reader as to

confess that there was yet a much s er motive

for the freedom J took in my representation of things .
J had not been a year in this country before J con -

tracted such a love and veneration for the inhabitants

that J entered on a ſirm resolution never to return

to human kind , but to pass the rest of my life among
these admirable Houyhnhnms in the contemplation
and practice of every virtue , where I could have no

example or incitement to vice . But it was decreed

by fortune , my perpetual enemy , that so great a

felicity should not fall to my share . However , it is

now some comfort to reflect that in what L said of

my countrymen , L ctε . . ν,d their faults as much as

J durst before so strict an examiner ; and upon every
article gave as fatourablè à turn as the matter would

bear . For , indeed , who is there alive that will not

be swayed by his bias and partiality to the place of

his birth ?

J have related the substance of several conversations

J had with my master during the greatest part of the

time J had the honour to be in his service , but have ,

indeed , for brevity ' s sake omitted much more than is

here set down .
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When I had answered all his questions , and his
curiosity seemed to be fully satisfied , he sent for me
one morning early , and commanding me to sit dowun
at some distance ( an honour which he had never
before conferred upon me) , he said he had been
very seriously considering my whole story , so far as
it related both to myself and my country ; that he
looked upon us as a sort of animals , to whose share ,
by what accident he could not conjecture , some small
pittance of reason had ſallen , whereof we made no
other use than by its assistance to aggravate our
natural corruptic
Nature h

1 1 1
Of the few abil

„ and to acquire new ones , which
not n us ; that we disarme selves

towed ; had been
very successful in multiplying our original wants , and
seemed to spend our whole lives in vain endeavours
to supply them by our own inventions . That as to
myself , it was manifest J had neither the strength nor
agility of a common yaſο , that Iwalked infirmly on
my hinder feet ; had found out a contrivance to make
my claws of no use or defence , and to remove the
hair from my chin , which was intended as a shelter
from the sun and the weather . Lastly , that I could
neither run with speed nor dlimb trees like my
bretliren ( as hè called them ) , the yaſioos in this
cuntry .

That our institutions of gouernment and vere
plainly owing to our gross defects in reason , and by
consequence in zuntue , because reason alone is sufficient
to govern a ralional creature , which was therefore a
character we had no pretence to challenge , even from
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although

to favour them

2 11 Fν Wn e .the account my Own people ;

he manifestly

I had concealed many particulars , and often Said dſie

opinion
that , as 1 ag

with other yaοσ , except where

in every

Sertude of my bo

it was to my real disadvantage , in point of strength ,

speed , and activity , the shortness of my claws ,

had noand some other particulars where Natur

part ; so from the representation J had given him

lives , our manners , and our actions , he

found as near a resemblance in the disposition
6. Gur wüinds : He known to

hate one another more than they did any ditler
and the reason usually

was the odiousness of berr own shapes , which all

could see in the rest , but not in themselves . He had ,
0

gun to think it not e in us

and , by that nceal mar

our 0 * 65 from each other, wW5 would els

bardyy supportable . 1 ne hac

mistaken , and that the those brutes

in his country were owing to the

as J had des 4 them . For if ( said he ) you throvw -

among five ꝓaοο² as much food as w.would be sufficient

for fifty , they will , instead aceably , fall

hatient to

usually

together by the ears, each

Jiatie all d0 itselſf ,

ng abroad ,

istance from
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each other ; that if a cow died of age , or accident , be -
mhnm could secure it for his own vauνꝓοꝰ-)s,

the neighbourhood would come in herds to
eit ; and then would ensue such à battle as 1 have

described , with terrible wounds made by their claws
f 1on both sides , although they were seldom able to kill

onè another , for want of such convenient instruments
of death as we had invented . At other times the like

en fought between the aοοẽ M Severdl

8, without any visible cause ; those of
one district watching all opportunities to surprise the
next befor But if they find their
Project hatl

„ and , for
want of enemies , engage in what J call a Civil War
among

WTeAre Cers
Saßtins stones , of several colours , whereof the va½ο
are viol fond ; and when part of these Srunα is
fixed in the earth , as it sometimes happeneth , they
will dig with their claws for whole day 8to get them
out ; then carry them away , and hide them D
heaps in the T round with

ion , for fear their comrades should find out

kennels ; but still Iooki

sure . My master said he could never discover
of this unnatural appetite , or how these

Id be of any use to a yaſaoο ,
e believed it might proceed from the 8-
f 5

0 rhich J had ascribed to mankind : that he2

had once , by way of Periment , privately removed a
heap of these Slο⁰ο from the place where one of his
Jalioos had buried it ; whereupon the sordid animal
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missing his treasure , by his loud lamenting brought
the whole herd to the place , there miserably howled ,

then fell to biting

away , would neither eat , nor sleep , nor work , till he

and tearing the rest ; began to pine

ordered a servant privately to convey the Sοοe into

the same hole , and hide them as before : which , when5
his yανοοσ uhad found , he presently recovered his spirits

and good humour , but took care to remove them to a

better hidingplace , and hath ever since been a very
serviceable brute .

My master further assured me , which J also observed

myself , that in the fields where the sSſuiνng Stones

abound , the fiercest and most frequent battles are

fought , occasioned by perpetual inroads of the neigh -

bouring Yαν⁰ ) .

He said it was common , when two qafſlioos dis -5
covered such a Svοuσ in a field , and were contending

be the proprietor , a third1which of th Sbould

would take advan „ and carry it away from

them both ; which my master would needs contend to

have some kind of resemblance with our Sslits at late, ,

wherein J thought jit for our credit not to undeceive

him , since the decision he mentioned was much more

equitable than many decrees among us : because the

Plaintiff and defendant there lost nothing beside the

Sione they contended for ; whereas our courte , euuity

would never have dismissed the cause while either

of them had anything leſt .

My master , continuing his discourse , said there was

nothing that rendered the ꝓaſioos more odious than

their undistinguishing appetite to devour everything
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that came in their way , whether herbs , roots , berries ,
the corrupted flesh of animals , or all mingled to -
gether : and it was peculiar in their temper that they
were fonder of what they could get by rapine or stealth
at a greater distance than much better food Provided
for them at home . lf their prey held out , they would
eat till they were ready to burst ; after which Nature
had pointed out to them a certain Soοt as a cure .

There was also another kind of root , very ſuicy , but
somewhat rare and difficult to be found , which the

Palioos sought for with much eagerness , and would
suck it with great delight ; it produced in them the
same effects that wine hath upon us . It would make
them sometimes hug , and sometimes tear one another ;
they would howl , and grin , and chatter , and reel , and
tumble , and then fall asleep in the mud .

did indeed observe that the yaοιðͤLd were the only
animals in this country subject to any diseases ; which ,
however , were much fewer than horses have among us ,
and contracted , not by any ill treatment they meet
with , but by the nastiness and greediness of that
sordid brute . Neither has Kheir language any more
than a general appellation for those maladies , which is
borrowed from the name of the beast , and called
ined - Yuſiob .

As to learning , government , arts , manufactures , and
the like , my master confessed he could find little or
no resemblance between the yahονο Of that country
and those in ours . For he only meant to observe
what parity there was in our natures . He had heard ,
indeed , some curious Houyhnhnms observe that , in
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most herds , there wasa sort of ru

us there is gener
who was always more degjonm 0.7 K

17à ParldY , J
7 W0⁹ in disposition than any of the rest . That

this Jeaden had usually a favourite , as ldlο , himselũf as he

could get . This Farourite is hated by the whole herd ;

and , ther

22

till a worse can be found ; but the very moment he is
1

discarded , his successor at the head of all the yaοοά

pre, to protect himself , keeps always neas

herson ojf, Jils leadæer . He usually continues in office7

in that district , youn and old , male8
come in a body and insult him . But how

might be applicable to our courts and fauourites ,

and zninisters O, Sdate , my master said I could best

no return to this malicious 8
human understand

7 7 1 1
JOιuH¼, WhO häthn

3 „ „ „guish and follow the cry Ot the qohhueαεαεανεοονιοννννοαue

hout being ever mistaken .

My master told me there were some qualities
haad not observedble in the yaſiοοσ , which he

me to men tion , or at least VeTy ightly , in the accounts

J had given him of human kind . He said

the males would quarrel and 1 with4

as fiercely as with each other ; a practice of such

brutality as no other sensitive creature ever arrived

at .

Another thing he wondered at in the ya, ) ̃ WAVS

eir strange disposition to dirt ; wher appears

to be a natural love of cleanliness in all otheranimals .
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As to the two former accusations , I was glad to let
them pass without any reply , because I had not a.
word to oſfer upon them in defence of my species ,which otherwise I certainly had done from my on
inclinations . But Icould have easily vindicated human
kind from the imputation of singularity upon the last
article , if there had been any Sæeuinè in that country ( as ,
unluckily for me , there were not ) , which , although it
mayl ‚ à Secſeclem guadriped than à Yalſioo , cannot , I
humbly conceive , in jqustice , pretend to more clean -
liness ; and so his honour himself must have Owned ,if he had seen their filthy way of feeding , and tltheir
custom of wallowing and sleeping in the mud .

My masterl Ariuty which
kewise mentioned anoth

Bis sery cOoVered in several yaιοο , and to
him was wh y unaccountable . 2He said a fancywould sometimes take a hα ’ oο to retire into a corner ,to lie down , and howl and Sroan , and spurn away all
that came near him , although he were young and fat ,wanted neither food nor Wwater ; nor did the servants
imagine what could Possibly ail him . And the only
remedy they found was to set him to h
which he woule

d work , after
Iinfallibly come to himself . To this

J was silent , out of partiality to my own

;hereIcouldplainlydiscoverthyetetrueseedsofSleen,whichonlyseizethontheJ2.theduαu⁰ον)]¶.andtherimen,Iwouldundertakeforthecure.HishonourhadfurtherobservedthatafemaleYuοοwouldoftenstandbehindabankoràabush,toricli,who,iftheywereforcedtoundergotheSa⸗gazeontheyoungmalesDassingby,andthenappearNI
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and hide , using many antic gestures and grimaces , and

when any of the males advanced would slowly retire ,

looking often back , and , with a counterfeit show of

fear , run off into some place , where she knew the

male would follow her .

At other times , if a female stranger came among

them , three or four of her ow. n sex would get about

her , and stare , and chatter , and grin , and then turn off

with gestures that seemed to express contempt and

disdain .

Perhaps my master might refine a little on these

speculations , which he had drawn from what he had

observed himself , or had bèeen told him by others :

however , I could not reflect without some amazement

and much sorrow that the rudiments of cuetiy should

have place by instinct in womankind .

CHAPTER VIII .

Zie Auiſior relates Several Particulars iſe Falwos .

Zuiè gread virtues tſie Houyſinſimms . Ilùièe education

and eæercise , thieir yonulli . Lſieir general assepambUy.

As Jought to have understood human nature much

better than I supposed it possible for my master to

do , so it was easy to apply the character he gave

of the yaνE “ ⁰e to myself and my countrymen : and

I believed I could yet make farther discoveries

from my own observation . I therefore often begged
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his honour to let me go among the herds of yaſoοσ
in the neighbourhood , to which he always very
graciously consented , being perfectly convinced that
the hatred I bore these brutes would never suffer me
to be corrupted by them : and his honour ordered
one of his servants , a strong sorrel nag , very honest
and goodnatured , ' to be my guard , without whose

Protection Jdurst not undertake such adventures .
For J have already told the reader how much I was

Pestered by those odious animals upon my first arrival .
And I afterwards failed very narrowly , three or four

times , of falling into their clutches , when I happened
to stray to any distance without my hanger . And 1
have reason to believe they had some imagination that
J was of their own species , which I often assisted

myself , by stripping up my sleeves and showing my
naked arms and breast in their sight , when my pro -
tector was with me . At which times they would ap -
Proach as near as they durst , and imitate my actions
after the manner of monkeys , but ever with great
signs of hatred ; as a tame Jacldat , with cap and

stockings , is always persecuted by the wild ones , when
he happens to be got among them .

They are prodigiously nimble from their infancy ;
however , ILonce caught a young male of three years
old , and endeavoured by all marks of tenderness to
make it quiet ; but the little imp fell a squalling , and

scratching , and biting , with such violence , that J was
forced to let it go ; and it was high time , for à whole

troop of old ones came about us at the noise ; but

finding the cub was safe ( for away it ran ) , and
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annted , and Iimmediately stripped myself stark
naked , and went doyn softly into the stream . It

d that à youn g Jaſioo , standing behind 2

oceeding , and came ru ming
ped into the water within five
ere J bathed . I was never in

frighted ; the nag w grazing at
some distance , not suspec ting any harm . I roared as
loud as J could , and the nag came galloping towards
meé : whereupon the yalαο leaped upon the opposite
bank , and stood gazing and howling all the time I
was putting on my clothes .

Having lived three years in this country , the reader ,
1 Suppose , will eXPect tHate Sshould , like Other tra -
vellers , give him some accgunt of the manners and
customs of its inhabitants , which it was indeed my
Principal study to learn .

As these noble Houyhnhnms are endued by Nature
with a general disposition to all virtues , and have no
conception or ideas of what is evil in a rational crea -
ture ; so their grand maxim is to cultivate οννον and
to be wholly governed by it .
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1
we are certain ; and beyond our knowle Weè cannot

do either . So that controversies , wranglin
—

disputes ,

OPOS tions , Areand positiveness , in false or dubious

IIIEV ils unknown amor 18 the Houyhn mms . In the like

manner , when 1 Wl to explain to our several

gh ,systems of zatural Pſiilosopliy , he would lau lat a

creature pretending to rcason should value itself upon
the knowledge of other conjectures , and in

things where that knowledge , if it were certain , could

be of no use ; wherein agreed vwith the

sentiments of Socrates , as Plato delivers them ;

which J mention as the highest honour J can do

that prince of philosophers . I have often since

reflected what destruction such à doctrine would

make in the libraries of Europe , and how many

paths to fame would be then shut up in the learned

world .

Friendoſiib and benevolence are the two principal＋ 1
virtues among the Houyhnhnms ; sèe not con -

1
the whole

race For a stranger from the remotest parts is

fined to particular objects , but universal to

equally treated with the nearest neighbour ; and ,8
wherever he

—
looks himself as at home .

They Preserve decαννν and civility in the highest de -

grees ; but are ignorant of cremony . They

have no fondness for their colts or foals ; but the care

they take in educating them mn entirely from

the dictates of reason . And J observed my master to

show the same affection to his neighbour ' s issue that

he had for his own . They will have it that zature

teaches them to love the whole species , and it is
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ceth a distinction of Persons where
there erior degree of virtue .

In rriages they are xactly careful to choose
such colours as will not make any disagreeable
mixtu Sirenglli is chiefly valued in the male , and
commeliness in the female , to Preserve the race from
degenerating ; for where à female happens to excel in8 52 44＋

, à consort is chosen with regard to comeli ,
Courtship , love , Presents , jointures , settlementsCULlE

have no place in their thoughts , or terms v hereby to
express them in their language . Th8
meet merely because it is the determil ation of their

e done every
Parents and friends : it is what they 80

look upon it as one ofet
ꝛctions of a reasonable being . And the married Pair
Dass their lives with the same friendship and mutual1

benevolence that they bear to others of the same
Spec who come in their way , without jealousy
fondness , quarrelling , or discontent .

In educating the youth of both Sexes , their method
is admirable , and highly deserveth our imitation .

5

e not suffered to taste a grain of oals , except
upon certain days , till eighteen years old , nor nilꝶ
but very rarely ; and in summer they graze two hours
in the morning , and as many in the evening , which
their parents likewise observe ; but the 8
not allowed above half that time , and a great Partof their grass is brought home , which they eat at

Vants are

the most convenient hours , when they can be best
spared from work .

Zemberance , induotry , crercise , and dlæanliness arè
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the lessons equally enjoined to the young ones of

both sexes ; and my master thought it monstrous in us

to give the females a different kind of education from

the males , except in some articles of domestic manage -

ment ; whereby , as he truly observed , one - half of our

natives were good for nothing ; and to trust the care

of our children to such useless animals , he said , was

yet a greater instance of brutality .

But the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to

cising them in
strength , speed , and hardiness , by exer

running races up and down steep hills , and over hard

stony ground : and when they are all in a sweat they

are ordered to leap over head and ears into a pond or

river . Four times a year the youth of a certain district

meet to show their proficiency in running and leaping ,

and other feats of strength and agility : where the

victor is rewarded with a song in his or her Praise .

On this festival the servants drive a herd of ꝓaHQ

into the field , laden with hay , and oats , and milk , for

a repast to the Houyhnhnms ; after which these

brutes are immediately driven back again , for fear of

being noisome to the assembly .

Every fourth year , at the enal chufbjR , there is a

representative council of the whole nation , which

meets in a plain about twenty miles from our house ,

and continueth about five or six days . Here they

inquire into the state and condition of the several

districts : Whether they abound or be deficient in hay

or Cats , or cowS , Or yοον and wherever there is any

want ( Which is but seldom ) it is immediately supplied

by unanimous consent and contribution .
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CHAPTERN

Agrand debateat this general dSem,ο ] Hle Houyfnimms ,
amincd . Lſie learming of, dſe Houy -

linlinms . TZhieir buildinge . TJleir manner , Curidls .
TLlſie dſecliveness ſf tſieir langudge .

anu ſioαν it? αν &

ONn of these grand assemblies was held in my time ,
about three months before my departure , whither my
master went , as the representative of our district . In
this council was resumed their old debate , and , indeed ,
the only debate that ever happened in their country :
whereof my master , after his return , gave me a very
particular account .

The question to be debated was , wl vαοε
should be exterminated from the face of the earth .
One of the members for the affirmative offered several

arguments of great strength and weight , alleging , that
as the haſioos were the most filthy , noisome , and
deformed animal which Nature ever produced , so they
were the most restive and indocile , mischievous , and
malicious ; they would privately suck the milk from
the Houyhnhnms ' cCows, kill and devour their cats ,
trample down their oats and grass , if they were not

continually watched ; and commit a thousand other

xtravagances . He took notice of a general tradition ,
that yaοοð had not been always in their country ; but
that , many ages ago , two of these brutes appeared
together upon a mountain ; whether produced by the
heat of the sun upon corrupted mud and slime , or
from the ooze and froth of the sea , was never known :
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520 grew so numerous as to

infest the whole nation : that the Houyhn

rid of this ev made a general

inclosed the whole herd ; and destroyin 15

every Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in a kennel ,

and brought them to such a de

animal 80 by nature

acquiring ; using them for dr

that there seemed to be much truth

and !l those creatures could not be＋

( or abongines of the land

hatred the Houyhnhnms ,

) , because of the violent

8

bore them ; * — although their

Sufficiently deserved , could never have

so high à degree if they had been abo

else they would have long since been

that the inh⸗ hitants ö0*”ͤ
a fancy to use the servic

imprud

cultivate the

animal , easily k re tame and orderly , without

„ strong enough for labo

8 —

any offensive smell r, although

they yield to the other in
ASüit

of body ; and if

heir braying be no agreeable sound , it is far preferable

to the horrible howlings of the Ynανοos .

Several others declared their sentiments to the

same purpose , when my master proposed an expedient

whereof he had indeed borrowedto the assembl

the hint from me . He approved of the tradition

mentioned by the /ionoraòle memben who spoke before

and affirmed that the two said to be the first

them , had been driven thither over thesSeen àmong
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aken byto land , and being fors
their they retired to the mountains , and
degene d became in process of time
much avage than those of their own species

ry from whence these two originals came .
The reason of this assertion was that he had now
in his posse n a certain wonderful yανο meéanine 8
myself ) , which most of them had heard of and many
of them had seen . He then related to them how
he first found me : That my body was all covered

ficial composure of the skins and hairswith an

of other that I spoke in a language of my
that I had

ich brought me

own , and had thoroughly learned thei
to him the accidents wWI

saw mèe without my covering
2of a whiter

less hairy , and with shorter claws . He
J had endeavoured to persuade him

that in my own and other countries the yaſioos acted
as the governing rational animal , and held the
1 in servitude ; that he observed in

o in every part , only

the qualities of a yaſiob , only a little more
d by some tincture of reason , which , however ,

was in a degree as far inferior to the Houyhnhnm race
as the yaE ums of their country were to me . He con -
cluded by exhorting the Houyhnhnms to cultivate the
breed of asses , which , as they are in all respects more
valuable brutes , so they have this advantage , to be fit
for service at five years old , which the others arè not
till twelve .

This was all my master thought fit to tell me at
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that time of what passed in the grand council . But

he was pleased to conceal one particular which

related personally to myself , whereof I soon felt the

unhappy effect , as the reader will know in its proper

Place , and from whence I date all the succeeding mis -

fortunes of my life .

The Houyhnhnums have no letters , and conse -

quently their knowledge is all traditional . But there

happening few events of any moment among a people
S0 well united , naturally disposed to every virtue ,

wholly governed by reason , and cut off from all com -

merce with other nations , the historical part is easily

Preserved without burdening their memories . I have

already observed that they are subject to no diseases ,
and therefore can have no need of physicians . How -

ever , they have excellent medicines , composed of

herbs , to cure accidental bruises and cuts in the pas -
tern or frog of the foot by sharp stones , as well as
other maims and hurts in the several parts of the

body .

They calculate the year by the revolution of the

sun and moon , but use no subdivisions into weeks .

They are well enough acquainted with the motions of

those two luminaries , and understand the nature of

eclihses , and this is the utmost progress of their

AOοhõο/ “ rů .
In Poetry they must be allowed to excel all other

mortals ; wherein the justness of their similes , and the

minuteness as well as exactness of their descriptions ,
arèe indeed inimitable . Their verses abound very
much in both of these ; and usually contain either
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some exalted notions of friendship and benevolence ,

or the praises of those who were victors in races and

other bodily exercises . Their buildings , although very

rude and simple , are not inconvenient , but well con -

trived to defend them from all injuries of cold and

heat . They have a kind of tree , which , at forty years

old , loosens at the root , and falls with the first storm ;

ut, and being pointed like stakes ,it grows very straig

with a sharp stone ( for the Houyhnhnms know not

the use of iron ) , they stick them erect in the ground ,

about ten inches asunder , and then weave in oat straw ,

or sometimes wattles , betwixt them . The roof is

made after the same manner , and so are the doors .

The Houyhnhnms use the hollow part between the

Pastern and the hoof of their fore feet as we do our

hands , and this with greater dexterity than J could at

first imagine . I have seen a white mare of our family

thread a needle ( which J lent her on purpose ) with

that joint . They milk their cows , reap their oats , and

do all the work which requires hands in the same

manner . They have a kind of hard flints , which , by

grinding against other stones , they form into instru -

Nents , that serve instead of wedges , axes , and ham -

aters . With tools made of these flints they likewise

cut their hay and reap their oats , which they grow

naturally in several fields : the qaαao draw home the

Shéaves in carriages , and the servants tread them in

Certain covered huts , to get out the grain , which is

kept in stores . They make a rude kind of earthen

and wooden vèessels , and bake the former in the sun .

If they can avoid casualties , they die only of old
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hat can be

neither

re buried in the obscure

ends and relations express
their departure ; nor do e dying

ast regret that he is !person discover the le

world , any more than if he were upon retur

from a visit to one of his neighhbours . I remember

my master having once made an appointment with a

friend and his ily to come to his house upon some

affair of imi on the day fixed the mistress

he made twoand her two children came very la

excuses , first for her husband , who , as she said ,

happened that very morning to IHmiunt . The word

is strongly expressive in their language , but not easily
rendered into English ; it signifies , 20 retire lo ſiis first
mollien . Her excuse 656 not coming sooner was , that

her husband dying late in the morning , she was a good
while consu Iting her servants about a convenient plac
where his body be laid ; and J observed

elf at our house as cheerfully as the restbehaved 1

she died about three months after .

They live generally to seventy , or seventyfive years ,

very seldom to fourscore ; some weeks before their

death they feel a gradual decay , but without pain .
Durir

because they cannot go abroad with their usual ease

and satisfaction . However , about ten days before

their death , which they seldom fail in computing , they
them by those

his time they are much visited by their friends ,

return the visits that have been made

who are nearest in the neighbourhood , being carried

in a convenient sledge drawn by ꝓαον“ᷣοe, which vehicl

they use . not only upon this occasion , but when
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grow old , upon long journeys , or when they are lamed

by any accident . And , therefore , when the dying

Houyhnhnms return those visits , they take a solemn

leave of their friends , as if they were going to some

remote part of the country , where they designed to

pass the rest of their lives .

I know not whether it may be worth observing ,

that the Houyhnhnms have no word in their lar

to express anything that is evih , except what th

borrow from thèe deformities or ill qualities of the

yaſibos . Thus they denote the folly of a servant , an

ission of a child , a stone that cuts their feet , aon

continuance of foul or unseasonable weather , and the

like , by adding to each the epithet of haιάꝶdt For

instance , Iiſium yalſioo , 2c,ſimaſ - olim ꝓalioo , ynlfmAUIUm

yaſioo , and an ill - contrived house , VjeſiolinſiumroIUmde.
yaſioò .

Jcould with great pleasure enlarge farther upon the

manners and virtues of this excellent people ; but

intending in a short time to publish a volume by itself

expressly upon that subject , Lrefer the reader thither ;

and , in the meantime , proceed to relate my oπn sad

catastrophe .
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7 S eELIie Auli nοννν ανd Hahhb , liſe ammong dſie Hony —
Jitiſitimms . tt uimnhro,ᷓut in vi con -

Zlieir conversations . Lhie Autlior
7 en ſilim G ſeis naaster ihiat ſie must dæpart

Jorone Ile Zlefallo into à Slνοjοeͤ ſor Sriejß , but

Sꝛubmils. rives and fimtsſ - ies à canoe lſie felh
Vd , felloru - Seον,j , and Pule t ged - d venture .

I

J Hap settled my little economy to my own heart ' s

content . My master had ordered àa room to be made
for me after their manner about six yards from the

house ; the sides and floors of which J plastered with

clay , and covered with rush mats of my own con -

triving . I had beaten hemp , which there grows wild ,
fand made of it a sort of ticking : this J filled with the

2feathers of several birds J had taken with springe 8E8
made of yaαjẽ hair and were excellent food . I had

Worked two chairs with my knife , the sorrel nag help -
ing me in the grosser and more laborious parts . When

my clothes were worn to rags , I made myself others
with the skins of rabbits , and of à certain beautiful
animal about the same size called an⁰h⁰,betſ , the skin
of which is covered with a fine down . Of these J also
made very tolerable stockings . I soled my shoes with
wood , which Jcut from a tree , and fitted to the upper
leather ; and when this was worn out I supplied it
with the skins of αεον dried in the sun . I often got
honey out of hollow trees , which 1 mingled with

water , or eat it with my bread . No man could more
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verify the truth of these two maxims , Liat Malure

215 very casily Saligſtcd , and Lat necessity is lſie

Ienjoyed perfect health of

J ͤdid not feel the
motſier o , invention .

body and tranquillity of mind .

treachery or inconstancy of a friend , nor the injuries of

I had no occasion of bribing

the favour of any great man ,

against fraud

a secret or open enemy .

or flattering , to procure

or of his minion . I wanted no fence

or oppression ; here was neither physician to destroy

my body , nor lawyer to ruin my fortune ; no informer

to watch my words and actions , or forge accusations

against me for hire ; here were no gibers , censurers ,

backbiters , pickpockets , highwaymen

attorneys , buffoons , gamesters , politicians , wits , tedious

virtuosoes ;

house - breakers ,

talkers , controvertists , murderers , robbe

no leaders or followers of party and faction ; no

encouragers to vice by seducement or examples ; no

dungeons , axes , gibbets , whipping posts , or pillories ;

no cheating shopkeepers or mec hanics ; no pride ,

no fops , bullies , drunkards ,
vanity , or affectation ;

no stupid , proudor strollers ; no expensive wives ;

pedants ; no importunate , Overbearing ,

noisy , roaring , empty , conceited , swearing companions ;

no scoundrels raised from the dust upon the merit of

nobility thrown into it on account of

quarrelsome ,

their vices , or

their virtues ; no lords , fiddlers , judges , or dancing -

masters .

I had the favour of being admittec

Houyhnhnms , WhO came to visit or dine with my

master , where his honour graciously suffered me to

wait in the room , and listen to their discourse .

to several
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Both he and his company would oſten descend to
ask me questions and receive my answers . L had
also sometimes the honour of attending my master
in his visits to others . I never Presumed to speak

xcept in answer to a question , and then J did it
with inward regret , because it was a loss of so much
time for improvii ug myself . But I was infinitely
delighted with the station of an humble auditor in
such conversations , where nothing passed but what
was useful , expressed in the fewest and most signifi -
cant words ; where , as I have already said , the
greatest d,νν was observed , without the leèast
degree of ceremony ; where no person spoke without
being pleased himself , and Pleasing his con npanions ;
where there was no interruption , tediousness , heat ,
or difference of sentiments . They have a notion
that when people are met together , a short silence
doth much improve conversation . This 1 found
to be true ; ſor , during those little intermissions
of talk , new ideas would arise in their minds , which
very much enlivened the discourse . Their subjects
are generally on friendship and benevolence , on
order and economy ; sometimes upon the visible
operations of Nature , or ancient traditions ; upon
the bounds and limits of virtue ; upon the
rules of reason , or upon some determinations to
beè taken at the next great assembly ; and often upon
the various excellencies of Poct . y . I may add , without
vanity , that my presence oſten gave them sufficient
matter for discourse , because it afforded my master an
occasion of letting his friends into the history of me
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and my country , upon which they were all pleased to

ageous to humandescant in a manner not very advar

kind : and for that reason , L shall not repeat what

they said . Only J may be allowed to observe , that

1

self . He went through all our vices and follies , and

discovered many which I had never mentioned to

him , by only supposing what qualities a ꝓaſoo of their

ight be

capable of exerting ; and concluded , with too much

Pprobability , how vile , as well as miserable , such a

country , with a small proportion of reason , n

creature must be .

J freely confess that all the little knowledge I have

of any value was acquired by the lectures L received

from my master , and from hearing the discourses of

him and his friends ; to which J should be prouder to

listen than to dictate to the greatest and wisest

assembly in Europe . J admired the strength , comeli -

ness , and speed of the inhabitants ; and such a con -

stellation of virtues , in such amiable persons , produced

in me the highest veneration . At first , indeed , L did

not feel that natural awe , which the yahοον , and all

other animals , bear towards them . But it grew upon

me by degrees , much sooner than I imagined , and

was mingled with a respectful love and gratitude , that

they would condescend to distinguish me from the rest

of my species .
When I thought of my family , my friends , my

countrymen , or human race in general , I considered

them as they really were , halioos in Shape and disposi -
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tion : per haps a little more civilized , d qualified
ift of speech , but making no other use of2.with the g

reason , than to improve and multiply th vices ,
whereof their brethren in this country had only the

share that Nature allotted them . When IJ happened
to behold the reflection of my own form in a lake or

a fountain , I turned away my face in horror and de -

testation of myself ; and could better endure the sight
of a common yaαοαο than of my own person . By con -

versing with the Houyhnhnms , and looking upon them

with Geldght , I fell to imitate their gait and gesture , which

often tell

me in a blunt way , that J trot li -be d horse , which ,

is now grown into a habit ; and my friends

however , I take for a great compliment . Neither shall

J disown , that in speaking , Jam apt to fall into the

voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms , and hear my -
Self ridiculed on that account , without the least morti -

fication .

In the midst of all this happiness , and when I

looked upon myself to be fully settled for life , my
master sent for me one morni ing , à little earlier Ae
his usual hour . L observed by his countenance that

he was in some perplexity , and at a loss how to begin
what he had to speak . After a short silence , he told

me , he did not know how I would take what he was

going to say ; that in the last general assembly , when

the affairs of the apοoοä were entered upon , the repre -
sentatives had taken offence at his keeping a yah ” 0

( meaning myself ) in his family , more like a Houy -
bnhnm than a brute animal . That he was known

frequently to converse with me , as if he could receive
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some advantage or pleasure in my company . That
such a practice was not agreeable to reason or nature ,
or a thing ever heard of before among them . The

assembly did , therefore , ciοt him , either to employ
me like the rest of my species , or command me to
swim back to the place from whence Icame . That
the first of these expedients was utterly rejected

by all the Houyhnhnms who had ever seen me
at his house or their own ; for they alleged
that , because I had some rudiments of reason ,
added to the natural pravity of those animals , it was
to be feared J might be able to seduce them into
the woody and mountainous parts of the country ,
and bring them in troops by night to destroy the

Houyhnhnms ' cattle , as being naturally of the ravenous

kind , and averse from labour .

My waster added that he was daily pressed by
the Houyhnhnms of the neighbourhood to have the

assembly ' s νhiͤοlidion executed , which he could not

put off much longer . He doubted it would be

impossible ſor meè to swim to another country , and
therefore wished I would contrive some sort of vehicle

resembling those J had described to him , that might
carry me on the sea , in which work I should have

the assistance of his ow. n servants , as well as those of
his neighbours . He concluded that for his oyn part
he could have been content to keep me in his service

as long as I lived , because he found I had cured

myself of some bad habits and dispositions , by
endeavouring , as far as my inferior nature was

capable , to imitate the Houyhnhnms .
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I should here observe to the reader that a decree

of the general assembly in this country is expressed

by the word Inbiloayn , which signifies an ærſiorlalion ,

as near as J can render it , for they have no conception

how ͤà rational creature can be coimpelled , but only

advised , or æαiοοꝗε,r because no person can disobey

reason without giving up his claim to be a rational

creature .

I was struck with the utmost grief and despair at

my master ' s discourse , and , being unable to support

the agonies I was under , I fell into a swoon at his

feet : when J came to myself he told me that he con -

cluded J had been dead ( for these people are subject

to no such imbecilities of Nature ) . I answered , in a

faint voice , that death would have been too great

a happiness ; that although I could not blame the

assemblys eαhοtation or the urgency of his friends , yet

in my weak and corrupt judgment I thougnt it might

consist with reason to have been less rigorous ; that

J could not swim a league , and probably the nearest

land to theirs might be distant above a hundred .

That many materials necessary for making a small vessel

to carry me off were wholly wanting in this country ;

which , however , I would attempt in obedience and

gratitude to his honour , although I concluded the

thing to be impossible , and , therefore , looked on

myself as already devoted to destruction ; that the

certain prospect of an unnatural death was the least

of my evils ; for , supposing I should escape with life

by some strange adventure , how could 1 think with

temper of passing my days among Vaſioos , and re -
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lapsing into my old corruptions , for want of examples
to lead and keep me within the paths of virtue ; that

Jknew too well upon what solid reasons all the deter -

minations of the wise Houyhnhnms were founded , not

to be shaken by arguments of mine , a miserable , ] ,
and , therefore , after presenting him with my humble

thanks for the offer of his servant ' s assistance in

making a vessel , and desiring a reasonable time for so

difficult a work , I told him J would endeavour to pre -
serve a wretched being ; and if ever I returned to

England , was not without hopes of being useful to my
own species , by celebrating the praises of the renowned

Houyhnhnms , and proposing their virtues to the

imitation of mankind .

My master , in a few words , made me a very gracious
reply , allowed me the space of two monthis to finish

my boat , and ordered the sorrel nag , my fellow - servant

( for so at this distance Imay presume to call him) , to

follow my instructions ; because I told my master

that his help would be sufficient , and J knew he had

a tenderness for me .

In his company my first business was to go to that

part of the coast where my rebellious crew had

ordered me to be set on shore . I got upon a height ,
and looking on every side into the sea , fancied I saw

a small island towards the zvuriheast , Iſtook out my

pocket - glass , and could then clearly distinguish it

about five leagues off , as Icomputed ; but it appeared

to the sorrel nag to be only a blue cloud ; for , as he

had no conception of any country beside his own , s0

he could not be as expert in distinguishing remote
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objects at sea , as we who so much converse in that

element .

After J had discovered this island I considered no

farther , but resolved it should , if possible , be the first

place of my banishment , leaving the consequence to

fortune .

J returned home , and , consulting with the sorrel

nag , we went into a copse at some distance , where

Jwith my knife , and he with a sharp flint , fastened

very artificially after their manner to a wooden handle ,

cut down several oak wattles , about the thickness

of a walking - staff , and some larger pieces . But I

shall not trouble the reader with a particular descrip -

tion of my own mechanics ; let it suffice to say that

in six weeks ' time , with the help of the sorrel nag ,

who performed the parts that required most labour ,

J finished à sort of Indian canoe , but much larger ,

covering it with the skins of gaſiobs , well stitched

together , with hempen threads of my own making .

My sail was likewise composed of the skins of the

same animal , but I made use of the youngest I

could get , the older being too tough and thick ; and

Ilikewise provided myself with four paddles . I laid

in à stock of boiled flesh , of rabbits and fowl , and

took with me two vessels , one filled with milk , and

the other with water .

J tried my canoe in a large pond near my master ' s

house , and then corrected it in what was amiss ,

stopping all the chinks with Yah ,̃ ſtallow , till I

found it staunch , and able to bear me and my

freight . And when it was as complete as I could
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possibly make it , L had it drayn on a carriage very

gently by yalioos to the sea - Side , under the conduct

of the sorrel nag and another servant .

When all was ready , and the day came for my

departure , I took leave of my master and lady and

the whole family , mine eyes flowing with tears , and

my heart quite sunk with grief . But his honour , out

of curiosity , and perhaps ( if Imay speak it without

vanity ) partly out of kindness , was determined to see

me in my canoe , and got several of his neighbouring

friends to accompany him . I was forced to wait

above an hour for the tide , and then observing the

wind very fortunately bearing towards the island to

which J intended to steer my course , L took a second

leave of my master . But as I was going to prostrate

myself to kiss his hoof , he did me the honour to

raise it gently to my mouth . I am not ignorant how

much I have been censured for mentioning this last

particular . Detractors are pleased to think it im -

probable that so illustrious a person should descend

to give so great a mark of distinction to a creature

50 inferior as I . Neither have I forgotten how apt

some travellers are to boast of extraordinary favours

they have received . But if these censurers were

better acquainted with the noble and courteous dis -

position of the Houyhnhnms , they would soon change

their opinion .

Jpaid my respects to the rest of the Houyhnhnms

in his honour ' s company ; thien getting into my canoe ,

Jpushed off from shore .
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CHAPTER XI .

Zie Autſior - ' s dangerous voyage . He arriues at Næꝛ

Holland , ſioping to Selile Hiere . Is woun¹ν⁰led ⁊bidlt an
arrore by o ονjf dſe natiues . I & Sé.

Jorce into à Portuguese sſißb . Jſie great civilities oſf
Bliè captain . Jlie Aulſior arriues at-t Kngland .

2cο νcarried bν

J BEOAN this desperate voyage on February 1ʒth ,

1714 - 15 , at nine ' clock in the morning . The wind

was very favourable ; however , L made use at first

only of my paddles , but , considering that L should

soon be weary , and that the wind might chop about ,
J ventured to set up my little sail ; and thus , with

the help of the tide , I went at the rate of a league
and - half an hour , as near as IJ could guess . My
master and his friends continued on the shore till

J was almost out of sight ; and J often heard the

sorrel nag ( Who abways loved me ) crying out , uuναν
zlla nyhid majalſi ꝓalioo . Take care of thyself , gentle

Yyuααᷣοo.

My design was , if possible , to discover some small

island uninhabited , yet sufficient by my labour to

furnish me with the necessaries of life , which I would

have thought a greater happiness than to be first

minister in the politest court of Europe ; so horrible

was the idea I conceived of returning to live in the

society , and under the government of aοονν For , in

such a solitude as J desired , J could at least enjoy my
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own thoughts , and reflect with delight on the virtues

of those inimitable Houyhnhnms , without any oppor -

tunity of degenerating into the vices and corruptions

of my owN species .

The reader may remember what I related , vhen my

crew conspired against me , and confined me to my

cabin ; how I continued there several weeks , without

knowing what course we took ; and , when Lwas put

ashore in the long - boat , how the sailor told me with

oaths , whether true or false , that they knew not in

what part of the world we were . However , I did

then believe us to be about 0 southward of the Cape

of Good Hope , or about 455 southern latitude , as I

gathered from some general words 1 overheard among

them , being , I supposed , to the south - east , in their

intended voyage to Madagascar . And , although this

were but little better than conjecture , yet I resolved

to steer my course eastward , hoping to reach the

south - west coast of New Holland , and , perhaps , some

such island as I desired , Iying westward of it . The

wind was full west , and by six in the evening I

computed I had gone eastward at least eighteen

leagues ; when I spied aà very small island , about

half a league off , which I soon reached . It was

nothing but a rock , with one creek naturally arched

by tne force of tempests . Here Jput in my canoe ,

and climbing a part of the rock , I could plainly

discover land to the east , extending from south to

north . I lay all night in my canoe ; and repeating

my voyage early in the morning , L arrived in seven

hours at the south - east point of New Holland . This
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confirmed me in the opinion J have long entertained ,
that the αν and cliaris place this country at least
three degrees more to the east than it really is ; which

thought Jcommunicated many years ago to my worthy
triend , Mr. Herman Moll , and gave him my rèeasons
for it , although he hath rather chosen to follow other
authors .

Dsaw no inhabitants in the place where I landed ,
and being unarmed , I was afraid of venturing far
into the country . I found some shell - fish on the
shore , and ate them raw , not daring to kindle a
fire , for fear of being discovered by the natives . I
continued three days feeding on oysters and limpits ,
to save my own Provisions ; and I fortunately
found a brook of excellent water , which gave me
great relief .

On the fourth day , venturing out early a little too
far , LSsaw twenty or thirty natives a height , not
above five hundred yards from me . They were stark -

naked , men , women , and children , round a Hre 48
could discover by the smoke . One of them spied me ,
and gave notice to the rest ; five of them advanced
towards me , leaving the women and children at the
fire . I made what haste I could to the shore , and

getting into my canoe , shoved off . The Savages ,
observing me retreat , ran after me ; and , before I could

get far enough into the sea , discharged an arrow ,
which wounded me deeply on the inside of my left
knee ( I shall carry the mark to my grave ) . I appre -
hended the arrow might be poisoned , and , paddling
out of the reach of their darts ( being a calm day) , I5
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made a shift to suck the wound , and dress it as well

as J could .

J was at a loss what to do , for J durst not return to

the same landingplace , but stood to the north , and

was forced to paddle ; for the wind , though very

gentle , was against me , blowing northwest . As I

was looking about for a secure landingꝓplace , Lsaw a

sail to the northmorth - east , which , appearing every
minute more visible , Lwas in some doubt whether I

should wait for them or no ; but , at last , my detes -

tation of the “ L,˖ ] race prevailed ; and , turning my

canoe , J sailed and paddled together to the south , and

got into the same creek from whence J set out in the

morning , choosing rather to trust myself among
these barbarians , than live with European ꝓaανιοοο.

Ldrew up my canoe as close as I could to the

shore , and hid myself behind a stone by the little

brook , which , as J have already said , was excellent

water .
The ship came within halfaleague of this creek ,

and sent out her longboat with vessels to take in fresh

water ( for the place , it seems , was very well known ) ;
but J did not observe it , till the boat was almost on

shore ; and it was too late to seek another hidingꝙlace .
The seamen , at their landing , observed my canoe , and ,

g it all over , easily conjectured that the

owner could not be far off . Four of them , well —

rummagi

armed , searched every cranny and lurkingꝶole , till

at last they found me flat on my face behind the

stone . They gazed awhile in admiration at my strange ,
uncouth dress Mmy coat made of skins , my wooden -

—

——

—
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soled shoes , and my furred stoc kings ; fronfrom whence ,however , they concluded I was not a native of the
Place , who all go naked . One of the
Portug seamen in

uese bid me rise , and asked wWwho I was . 1
understood that language very well , and getting upon

d from the
my feet , said I was a Poor ꝓaſioo , banisl
Houyhnhnms , and desired they would
depart . They admired to hear
their own tongue ,

Pleeaseè to let me
mé answer them in

and saw by my complexion I mustbe an European ; but were at à loss to know wWhat 1
meant by vανοαι and Houyhnhnms , and at
time fell alaughing at my strange tone in Sbeaking ,
EU2 rese the neighing of a horse , I trembled

Uthe while betwixt fear hatred . I again desired83 to *
Part , and was gently moving to my canoe ;but they laid hold on me , desiring to know hat

LwWas of ? whence 1 came ↄ vV
COUntry

lIons . I told them J was born in ad, from
whence I came about five years ago
country and ours were at Peace I therefore hopedthey would not treat me as an enemy , since I meantthem no harm , but was à poor In Seeleking Somedesolate place whereè to Pass the remainder of his

unfortunate life .

When they began to talk , I thought Jnever heardOr sa anything so unna tural ; for it a Peared to me
2monstrous as if a dog or aà cow . — speak in
England , or a hahioo in Houyhnhnmdand . The honest— Were equally amazed at my strange dr
and the odd manner of delivering
however , they understood very well .

their

885
my words , which ,

They spoke to
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me with great humanity , and said they were sure the

aptain would carry me gratis to Lisbon , from whence

J might return to own country ; that two of the

seamen would go back to the ship , inform the captain

1seen , and receive his orders : in the

Iwould give my solemn oath not to
of what they ha -

meantime , ul

fly , they would seci ure me by force . I thought it best

with their proposal . They were very
to comply

but J gave them very little
curious to know my story ;

Satisfaction ; and they all conjectured that my mis -

ſortunes had impaired my reason . In two hours the

returnedf w—veèssels of wat

mand to fetch me on board . Iboat , which w

with the captain ' s ce

preserve my liberty ; but all was
fell on my knees to ES

with cords ,
in vain ; and the men having tied 1

heaved me into the boat , from whence I was taken

„F and from thence into the captain ' s
into the ship

cabin .

His name was Pedro de Mendez ; he was a very

courteous and generous person : he entreated me to

give some accouut of myself , and desired to know

What I would eat or drink ; said I should be used as

elf , and spoke so many obliging things
well as hin

that I wondered to find such Civilities from a ꝓaio .

Iremained silent and sullen ; Iwas ready

the very smell of him and his men . At
However ,

to faint at

last L des 80

but he ordered me a chicken and some excellent wine ,

and then directed that I should be put to bed in a

I would not undress myself , but
1

d in half an hour stole out ,

Ver

very clean cabin .

lay on the bed - clothes , an
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wheil I thought the crew w. as at dinner , and gettingto the side of the ship ,1 was going to leap into the Seaand swim for my life , rather than continue
Yaſioos , but one of the ses
having informed the
abin .

among
àmen prevented me , and

captain , I was chained to my

After dinner Don P edro came to me , and deèsiredto know my rèeason for 80 desper rate an atte Pk⸗zassured me he only meant to do me all the service hewas able , and 5boke s0 very movingly , that at last I
descended to treat huim like an animal which had somelittle portion of reason . J gave him a very short

of the conspir —acy against me
by my own men , of the country where they set me on
shore , and of my five Vears ' residence there ; all whichhe looked upon as if it wWere àa dream or a vision ;whereat Itook great offence ; for I had

relation of my voyage ,

quite
forgot the faculty of lyring, so peculiar to Yaſoosin all countries where they Preside, and , conse -
quently , the disposition of suspectii ting truth in othersof their owyn species . IL asked him whether it wasthe custom in his country to a vie Lhuig Loiſucſt
ο “ οt J assureèd him I

74
almost forgot what he

meant by falsehood , and if had lived a thousand
years in H land , IJ should never have hearda lie from the meanest Servant ; that Lwas altogetherindifferent whether ! he Wrdd me or no ;
ever , in return for his fav Ours ,
allowance to the corruption of his n- iture , as to answer
any objection he would Please to make ,
might easily discover the truth .

but , how⸗
J would give so much

and then he
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Thie captain , a wise man , after many endeavours to

catch me tripping in some part of my story , at last

began to have a better opinion of my veracity . But

he added , that , since I professed so inviolable an

attachment to truth , I must give him my word and

honour to bear him company in this voyage , without

attempting anything against my life , or else he would

continue me a prisoner till we arrived at Lisbon . I

gave him the promise he required ; but at the

same time protested that I would suffer the

greatest hardships rather than return to live among

IAſiods .

Our voyage passed without any considerable acci -

dent . In gratitude to the captain , L sometimes sat

with him , at his earnest request , and strove to conceal

my antipathy against human kind , although it often

broke out ; which he suffered to pass without obser -

vation . But the greatest part of the day I confined

myself to my cabin , to avoid seeing any of the crew .

The captain had often entreated me to strip myself of

my savage dress , and offered to lend me the best suit

of clothes he had . This I would not be prevailed on

to accept , abhorring to cover myself with anything

that had been on the back of a Yα² . L only desired
9

he would lend me two clean shirts , which , having been

wasbed since he wore them , I believed would not S0o

much defile me . These JI changed every second day ,

and washed them myself .

We arrived at Lisbon Novémber sth , 1715 . At

our landing , the captain forced me to ' cover myself

with his cloak , to prevent the rabble from crowding
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about me . I was conveyed to his own house , and
at my earnest request he led me up to the highest
room backwards . I conjured him to conceal from
all persons what J had told him of the Houyhnhnms ,
because the least hint of such a story would not

only draw numbers of people to see me , but Probably
put me in danger of being imprisoned or burnt by
the anquisition . The captain persuaded me to accept
a suit of clothes , newly made ; but Iwould not suffer
the tailor to take my measure . However , Don Pedro

being almost of my size , they fitted me well enough .
He accoutred me with other necessaries , all new ,
which I aired for twenty - four hours before I would
use them .

The captain had no wife , nor above three Servants ,
none of which were suffered to attend at meals ; and
his whole deportment was so obliging , added to very
good Aumaαn , understanding , that I really began to
tolerate his company . He gained so far upon me
that IJ ventured to look out of the back window .

By degrees I was brought into another room , from
whence J peeped into the street , but drew my head
back in a fright . In a week ' s time he seduced me
down to the door . IJ found my terror gradually
lessened , but my hatred and contempt seemed to
increase . I was at last bold enough to walk the
street in his company , but kept my nose well stopped
with rue , or sometimes with tobacco .

In ten days Don Pedro , to whom I had given
some acccunt of my domestic affairs , put it upon me
as a matter of honour and conscience that Jought
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to return to my native country , and live at home

with my wife and children . He told me there was

an English ship in the port just ready to sail , and

he would furnisk me with all things necessary . It

would be tedious to repeat his arguments and my

contradictions . He said jit was altogether impossible

to find such àa solitary island as I had desired to

live in ; but I might command in my own house ,

and pass my time in a manner as recluse as I

pleased .
complied at last , finding I could not do better .

Jleft Lisbon the 24th day of November , in an English

merchantman , but who was the master Lnever inquired .

Don Pedro accompanied me to the ship , and lent me

twenty Pounds . He took kind leave of me , and em -

braced me at parting , which bore as well as J could .

During this last voyage 1 had had no commerce with

the master or any of his men ; but , Pretending J wWas

sick , kept close in my cabin . On the ͤth of Decem -

ber , 1715 , we cast anchor in the Downs , about nine

in the morning , and at three in the afternoon I got

Safe to my house at Rotherhithe .

My wife and family received me with great surprise

and joy , because they concluded me certainly dead ;

put I must freely confess the sight of them filled me

only with dislike , and the more by reflecting on the

nèear alliance I had to them . For although , since my

unfortunate exile from the Houyhnhnm country ,

I had compelled myself to tolerate the sight of

yaſioos , and to converse with Don Pedro de

Mendez , yet my memory and imagination were

NJ

Y

—

8
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filled with the virtues and ideas of tl
Houyhnhnms .

208e exalted

As sOon as J entered the l0use , my wife took mein her arms and kissed me ; at which , not !
used to the touch of that odious animal for 80 manyVears , I fell into a swoon for almost an hour . At thetime IJam Vriting it is five
to England : during the first year Jcould not endure
my wife or children in my Presence . To this hour
they dare not presume to touch my bread or drinkout of the same cup ; neither was 1 ever able to letone of them take me by the hand .
J laid out was to buy two 1

naving been

Vears since my last return

The first money
ꝛorses , which J kept inà good stable ; and , next to them , the groom is mySreatest favourite , for J feel my spirits revived by thesmell he contracts in the stable . My horses under -stand me tolerably well : I converse with them atleast four hours every day . They are strangers tobridle or saddle ; they live in great amity witl me and

friendship to each other .
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GETNTFITRER XII .

Zlie Auiſioms veracity . His desien in Hitblisſting deis
20)ᷣ0rlb. Hlis censure oſf, Iſiose lrauellers aulſio oreierdie from
zlie lnulſi . Tlie Aulhior cleass ſinsself . ſront any ↄinister
end in curiting . An objeclion anstblered . The method
/ Plamtins colonies . His natiue country commended .

Zuie rigſil dhie crotun 10 liose countries describe 6*
zlie Aullior is Jusliſied . Luie diſficult o/ . couguering
zliem . Lhe Autlior tabes Ris lasç,t Ieæade ihe reader ,

Vroposclſi hiis mammer f, liring ſor ihe future , giues
good addice , and concludæthi .

Thus , gentle reader , I have given thee a faithful

history of my travels ſor sixteen years and above
seven months ; wherein J have not been so studious
of ornament as of truth . J could , perhaps , like others ,
have astonished thee with strange improbable tales ;
but Jrather chose to relate plain natler oßf factt in the

simplest manner and style , because my principal
design was to inform , and not to amuse thèe .

It is easy for us who travel into remote countries ,
which are seldom visited by Englishmen or other

Europeans , to form descriptions of wonderful animals
both at sea and land : whereas a traveller ' s chief aim
should be to make men wiser and better , and to im -

Prove their minds by the bad , as well as good example ,
of what they deliver concerning foreign places .

Jcould heartily wish aà law was enacted , that every
traveller , before he were permitted to publish his

Voyages , should be obliged to make oath before the

2 A
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itely true to the best of
then world would no lonę

1
usually is ; while some writers , to

the better upon the public , impose
wary reader . I have perused

books of travels with great deli

alsities on the ur

in my
Oone Over most

of the globe , and been able to contradict
many fabulous ace

days ; but having since
—W8

8 —＋
8

8, from my
it hath given me a great disgust agai

reading , and some indignation to see the
of mankind so imprudently abused . Theref pre, since

my acquaintance were pleased to think my poor
endeavours might not be unacceptable to my country ,
JLimposed on myself , as a maxim never to be Swerved

from , that I would Sοοαν0i adher “ 10 khie irt

indeed , can I be ever under the leas

mind the — —
of my noble master and the other

illustrious Houyhnhnms of whom J had 0 long the
honour to be an humble hearer .

ary from it while I retain in my
and example

Nec si miserum fortuna Sinonem
Finxit , vanum etiam , mendacemque improba finget .

Iknow very well how little reputation is to be got
by writings which require neither genius nor learning ,
nor indeed any other talent , except a good memoryor an exact fouαnαl . I know likewise that writers of
travels , like dichionarymmakers , are sunk into oblivion
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t and bulk of those who come last , ane

lie uppermost . And it is highly probable
that such rs who shall hereafter visit the

countries described in this work of mine may , by

ting my errors (if there be any ) , and adding 8

yůneèew discoveries of their own , jostle me out

of vogue , and stand in my place , making the world

forget that J ever was an author . This , indeed ,

would be too great a mortification if J wrote for

but as my sole intention was the Public good ,
Jcannot be altogether disappointed . For who can

read of the virtues J have mentioned in tl ne glorious
＋4 4Houybnhnms without being as Of Hls

1 4
vi 1en he considers himself as the

governing animal of his country ? Iöshall say nothingTyV
of those remote nations where ꝓaſioos preside ; amongst

which the least corrupted are the Brobdingnagians ,
whose wise maxims in morality and government it

would be our happiness to observe . But J forbear

descanting farther , and rather leave the judicious

reader to his own remarks and applications .
Jam not a little pleased that this work of mine

ibly meet with no censurers ; for what8 —

objections can be made against a writer who relates

only Jacts , that happened in such distant

countries , where we have not the least interest with

respect either to trade or negotiations ? I have

carefully avoided every fault with which common

writers of travels are often too justly charged . Be -

le not the least with any Farty , but„ — 1 A4Sides , 1 med

write without passion , prejudice , or ill - will against
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any man or number of men whatsoever . I Brite
for the noblest end , to inform and instruct mankind ,
over whom I may , without breach of modesty ,
Pretend to some superiority , from the advanta ges I
received by conversing 80 long among the most
accomplished Houyhnhunms . I write without any
view towards profit or praise . I neveres ſer a word
to pass that may look like reflection , or Possibly
give the le⸗ t

oflence , even to those who are most
ready to W0 it . So that IJ hope 1 may with justice
Pronounce myself an author perfectly blameless ,
against whom the tribes of answerers , considerers ,
observers , reflectors , detecters , remarkers , will never
be able to find matter for exercisi ng their talents .AleE

Jconfess it was whispered to me that I was
bound in duty , as a subject of England , to have
given in a memorial to a Secretary of state , at my
first coming over , because whatever lands arèe dis -
covered by a subject belorV to the crown . But I
doubt whet fher our conquests in the cour 8I treat
of would be as easy as those of Ferdinando Cortez
over the naked Americans . The Lilliputians , I think ,
are hardly worth the charge of a fleet and army to
reduce them ; and I question whether it might be
Prudent or safe to attempt the Brobdin 8
whether an English army would be much at their
ease with the flying island over their heads . The
Houyhnhnms , indeed , appear not to be s0 well
prepared for war , a science to which

— are perfect
strangers , and especially against missive Weapons .
However , supposing myself to be a minister of state ,
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Jcould never give my advice for invading them .

Their prudence , unanimity , unacquaintedness with

fear , and their love of their country , would amply

supply all defects in the military art . Imagine twenty

thousand of then into the midst of an

European army , confounding the ranks , overturning
11 1 tteri 4 7 7thè Carrlages , Datteèring the Warriors faces into mur umy ,

by terrible yerks from their hinder hoofs ; for they

would well deserve the character given to Augustus :

ecalcitrat umndique tutus . But ead of proposals
ꝛ

nanimous nation , J rather wish
1Ils

for conque
position , to send à

ient number of their inhal

mope , by teaching us the fir

erance ,justice , ti

chastity , friendship , benevole

names of all which virtues are still retained among us

in most languages , and are to be met with in modern ,

as well as ancient authors ; which Jam able to assert

from my own small reading .

But J had anotl!

ward to enl

reason , which made me less for -

Iajesty ' s dominions by my dis -

coveries . To say the J had conceived a few

scruples with relation to the distributive justice of

princes upon those occasions . For instance , àa crew

of pirates are driven by storm , they know not whither

at length a boy discovers land from the topmast ;

go on shore to rob and

people , arè entertained with kindness ; they give the

country a new name ; they take formal possession of

it for their king ; they set up à rotten plank or a stone
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for a memorial ; they murder two or three dozen of

the natives , bring away a couple more by force for a

11sample , un home , and get their pardon .

commences a new dominion , acquired with a title by

t opportunitydivine rigli . Ships are sent with the fi

the natives driven out or destroyed ; their princes

over their gold ; a free licence given to

gwith
tortured to d

all acts of inhumanity and lust ; the earth reekir

the blood of its inhabitants . And this execrable crew -

of butchers employed in so pious an expedition , is a

modlern colomy , sent to convert and civilize an idolatrous

and barbarous people .
But this description , confess , doth by no means

affect the British nation , vho may be an example to

the whole world , for their wisdom , care , and justice in

planting colonies ; their liberal endowments for the

advancement of religion and learning ; their choice of

4
devout and al le pastors to propa

their caution in stocking their provinces w

of sober lives and conversations , from this the mother

kingdom ; their strict regard to the distribution of

justice , in supplying the civil administration through

all their colonies with officers of the greatest abi

utter strangers to corruption ; and , to crovn all , by

sending the most vigilant and virtuous governors , wWho

have no other views than the happiness of the people

over whom they Preside , and the honour of the King

their master .

But as those countries which J have described do

not appear to have any desire of being conquered , and

enslaved , murdered , or driven out by colonies ; nor



AC F LEÆ HD . 3530.

r, sugar , or tobacco ; I did

humbly conceive they were by no mear Proper

objects of our zeal, our valour , or our interest . How -

vwhom it more concerns think fit to be ofever , if the

another opin Jam ready to depose , when J shall

be lawfully no European did ever visit

ies before me ( LCmean if the inhabitants

ieved ) , unless àa dispute may arise con -

o ꝓaſloos , Said to have been seen many

a mountain in Houyhnhnmuand .

cerning

ages
But as to the formality of taking possession in my

sovereign ' s name , it never came once into my thoughts ;
2

t, as my affairs then stood , I shouldand if it

atlon ,s, in point of prudence andPerl
have put it off to a better opportunity .

Having thus answered the only
objectiont dan ever

nst me as a traveller , L here take a finalbe raised ag
leave of all my courteous readers , and return to enjoy

my own speculations in my little garden at Redriff ; to

apply those excellent lessons of virtue which Jlearned

among the Houyhnhnms ; to instruct the aοο of my

own famil

animals ; to behold my figure often in a glass , and
y, as far as I shall find them docible

thus , if possil habituate myself in time to tolerate

the sight of a human creature ; to lament the brutality

of Houyhnhums in my own country , but always

treat their persons with respect , for the sake of mà

noble master , his family , his friends , and the whole

Houyhnhnm race , whom these of ours have the

honour to resemble in all their lineaments , however

their intellectuals came to degenerate .



to Sit at

of a long table ,

brevity ) the few

questions J a gh it be hard for
a man late in life to remove old habits , Iam not

altogether out of hopes , in some time , to suffer
a neighbour ya,ꝰE & ͤin my company , without the

apprehensions I am yet under of his teeth or his
claws .

My reconcilement to the haοαᷣKkind in general
might not be s0 difficult if tl ey
with those vices and follies only whi

uld be content

ch Nature hath
entitled them to . I am not in the least Provoked
at the sight of a lawyer , a pickpocket , a colonel , a
fool , a lord , a gamester , a politician , a Physician , an

attorney , a traitor , or the like ; this is all according
to the due course of things . But when J behold a

lump of def h in body and
breaks alIy breaks all

the measures of my patience ; neither shall I be

rmity and diseases bot

mind smitten with pride , it immec

DeE
ever able to comprehend how such an imal and
such à vice could tally together . The wise and
virtuous Houyhnhnms , who abound in all excellencies
that can adorn a rational creature , have no nameè for
this vice in their language , which hath no terms to

express anything that is evil , except those whereby
they describe the detestable qualities of their YAlſioos,
among which they were not able to distinguish this
of pride , for want of thoroughly understanding human
nature as it showeth itself in other countries where
that animal presides ; but I, who had more experience ,
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could plainly observe some rudiments of it among

the wild ανοο .

But the Houyhnhnms , who live under the govern -

ment of Reason , are no more proud of the good

ss than I should be for not want -qualities they posses
188

boast of,

or an arm , which no man in his wits would

1
though he must be miserable without them .

I dwell the longer upon this subject . from the desire

Jhave to make tiie society of an English αννj by

Any
entreat those Who have any tincture of this absurd

therefore J hereins not insupportable ; anc

vice of pride that they will not presume to come in

my sight .

THE END.
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