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1 ENLLIVERNS TRNAVEL &.

CAAETER VIII .

¶ Jlurlſier account oꝶf Clubdubdrib . Anclent and inodern
ſaistorny corrected .

HavINd adesire to see those ancients who were most
renowned for wit and learning , Iset apart one day on
Purpose . I proposed that Homer and Aristotle might
appear at the head of all their commentators ; but
these were so numerous that some hundreds were
forced to attend in the court and outward rooms of
the palace . I knew and could distinguist those two
heroes at first sight , not only from the crowd , but
from each other . Homer was the taller and comelier
person of the two , walked very erect for onè of his
age , and his eyes were the most quick and Piercing I
ever beheld . Aristotle stooped much and made use
of a staff . His visage was meagre , his hair lank and
thin , and his voice hollow . I soon discoverèd that
both of them were perfect strangers to the rest of the

company , and had never seen or heard of them
before . And J had a whisper from a ghost , who shall
be nameless , that these commentators always kept in
the most distant quarters from their Principals in the
Iower world , through aà consciousness of shamè and
guilt , because they had s0 horribly misrepresented
the meaning of these authors to posterity . I intro -
duced Didymus and Eustathius to Homer , and Pre -
vailed on him to treat them better than Perhaps they
deserved : for he soon found they wanted a genius to
enter into the spirit of a poet . But Aristotle was out



A VOACÆ ο EZAνν , EYC . 233

of all patience with the account J gave him of Scotus

and Ramus , as J presented them to him ; and he

asked them whether the rest of the tribe were as great
dunces as themselves .

Jũthen desired the governor to call up Descartes

and Gassendi , with whom J prevailed to explain their

systems to Aristotle . This great philosopher freely

acknowledged his own mistakes in natural philo -

sophy , because he proceeded in many things upon

conjecture , as all men must do , and he found that

Gassendi , who had made the doctrine of Epicurus

as palatable as he could , and the vorlice ' s of Des -

cartes were equally to be exploded . He predicted

the same fate to attraction , whereof the present
learned are such zealous assertors . He said that

new systems of nature were but new fashions , which

would vary in every age ; and even those who pretend

to demonstrate them from mathematical principles

would flourish but a short period of time , and be out

of vogue when that was determined .

J spent five days in conversing with many others

of the ancient learned . I saw most of the first

Roman emperors . IJ prevailed on the governor to

call up Eliogabalus ' s cookSs to dress us a dinner , but

they could not ſhow us much of their skill for want

of materials . A /ielot of Agesilaus made us aà dish

of Spartan broth , but J was not able to get doun

a second spoonful .
The two gentlemen who conducted me to the

island were pressed by their private affairs to return

in three days , which I employed in seeing some of
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the mod rn dead , who had made the greatest figure
for two 01

ꝛ
ree hundred years p-

other countries of Europe ; and , h

dmirer of old illustrious

governor would call up a dozen or two of
14with their ancestors in order , for e

rations . y di
8 Ointment was

APPOntment was

unexpected . For , instead of a long et
diadems , I saw one family twe threèe

spruce ce rs , and an Italian pre In another ,

a barber , an abbot , and two cardinals . I have too

great a veneration for crowned heads to dwell any

longer on so nice a subject . But as to counts ,

marquises , dukes , earls , and the like , I was not s0

scrupulous . And J confess it was not without some

pleasure that I found myself able to trace the par -
ticular features , by which certain families are dis -

tinguished
inal

up to their origi Plainly
er from whence one family derives a long chindi 5

why a second hath abounded with knaves for two

generations , and fools for two more ; why a third

happened to be crack brained , and aàa fourth to be9

sharpers ; whence it came , what Polydore V

areer great house , Mec vir ſortis nec femina

casla , how cruelty , falsehood , and cowardice grew

to be characteristics by which certain families are

distinguished , as much as by their coats of arms .

Neither could J wonder at all this , when Jsaw such

an interruption of lineages , by pages , lacqueys , valets ,

coachmen , gamesters , fiddlers , players , captains , and

pickpockets .
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Jwas chiefſy disgusted with modern hi

having l all the persons

name in the courts of princes for a

J four

to ascribe the greatest exploits in war to

how the world had been misled byPast
Writers ,

est counsel to fools ,

virtue to betrayers of theirHatterers ,

chastity to the unchaste ,piety to

informers ; how many innocent and

—had been condemned to death or banishi

uity , and profit ; how

motions and events of courts , councils ,

Aenged by pimps , fools , parasimight be cl

buffoons ; how low an opinion I had of

wisdom 4 integrity , when J was truly inforr

the springs and motives of great enterpri
revolutions in the world , and of the contemptible

accidents to which they owed their success .

Iere I discovered the roguery and ignora

those who pretend to write anαuotes , or secret hi

vho send so many kings to their graves with a cup
se between a princeof poison ; will repeat the discot

and ＋ minister , where no witness was by ; unlock

the thoughts and cabinets of ambassadors and secre -

taries of state ; and have the perpetual misfortune

to be mistaken . Here I discovered the true causes

of many great events that have

how bad à person can govern the

rised the world ;

dack - stairs , the

*———
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backstairs a council , and the council àa senate . A

general confessed , in my presence , that he got a vic -

tory purely by the force of cowardice and ill conduct ;
and an admiral , that for want of proper intelligence ,
he beat the enemy , to whom he intended to betray

in their
whole reigns , they never did once prefer any person

the fleet . Three kings protested to me tl

of merit , unless by mistake or treachery of some
minister in whom they confided ; neither would they
do it if they were to live again ; and they showed ,
with great strength of reason , that the royal throne
could not be supported without corruption , because
that positive , confident , restive temper which virtue
inſused into a man was a perpetual clog to public
business .

J had the curiosity to inquire , in a particular
manner , by what method great numbers had procured
to themselves high titles of honour and prodigious
estates ; and J confined my enquiry to a v

Period , however , without grating upon present times ,
because Jwould be sure to give no offence even to

foreigners ; for J hope the reader need not to be told
that J do not in the least intend my own country in
what L say upon this occasion . A great number of

Persons concerned were called up , and , upon a very
slight examination , discovered such a scene of infamy
that Icannot reflect upon it without some seriousness .

Perjury , oppression , subornation , fraud , pandarism ,
and the like azjinmities , were amongst the most
excusable arts they had to mention ; and for these I

gave , as it was reasonable , great allowance . But ,
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when some confessed they owed their greatness and

wealth to the betraying their country or their prince ,

some to poisoning , morè to the perverting of justice

in order to destroy the innocent , L hope Lmay be

pardoned if these discoveries inclined me a little to

abate of that profound veneration which Jam

naturally apt to pay to persons of high rank , who

ought to be treated with the utmost respect due to

their sublime dignity by us their inferiors .

J had often read of some great services done to

Princes and states , and desired to see the persons by

whom these services were performed . Upon inquiry

J was told that their names were to be found on no

record , except a few of them whom history hath repre -

sented as the vilest rogues and traitors . As to theè rest ,

J had never once heard of them . They all appeared

with dejected looks and in the meanest habit , most of

them telling me they died in poverty and disgrace ,

and the rest on a scaffold or a gibbet .

Among others , there was one person whosèe case

appeared a little singular . He had a youth about

eighteen years old , standing by his side . He told me

he had for many years been commander of a ship ;

in the sea- fight at Actium , had the good fortune

preak through the enemy ' s great line of battle ,

of their capital ships , and take a fourth , which

the sole cause of Anthony ' s fſight , and of the

victory that ensued ; that the youth standing by him ,

his only son , was killed in the action . He added

khat , upon the confidence of some merit , the war being

at an end , he went to Rome , and solicited at the court
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to be preferred to a greater ship , whose
r had been killed ; but , without any regard

retensions , it was given to a boy who had
the sea , the son of Libertina , who waited

back

t OH

48E of Publi -

he was charged with nes
1e Shirꝛe ship given to a favourite 1

miral ; whereupon he re ed to a poor
reat distance from Rome , and there ended

às 80 curious to the truth of this
story , W0 * desired Agrippa might be

appeared , con -
firmed the whole account , but with much more advan -
tage to the captain , whose modesty had extenuated or

à great part of his merit .
Jwas sur

U in that fighht . He

concealec

Prissed to ſind corri grown 80
and 80 i

longer , and Where the
Whole 1
by the chief comman
title to eithe

ctions to observe how muchrefl

of human kind was degenerated among us

years past . How

neament of an English cou

bodies , unbr

muscles ,i
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n, and rendered the flesùh loose and

low eas to des

p might mmoned to
F

appea for the of their

manner for justice in their dealings ;

th valour and

Iove be Olly

g the living 1the dead ,
jyrtuesVITLUeES

81Dl learned in à Court .

CHAPTER IX .

Lie Autſior returns to Maldonada . Sails to ihe hingdom

ν 29 Aiſiſ ior confined . Ve is Sent ſor to
%, ſiis admittance . Jſe Kings

1 Wof being come , I took leave of
21 Süurirhi ess the Glubdube

with my two companions to Maldonac , aft

fe ing , a ship was to for

Luggnagg . The two gentlemen , ome others ,
ush me with pro -

ꝛonth in this

V and were under
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