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fear of breaking the adamantine bottom ; in which case

it is the opinion of all their philosophers that the load -

stone would no longer hold it up , and the whole mass

would fall to the ground .

By a fundamental law of this realm , neither the

King , Queen , nor either of his two elder sons , are

Permitted to leave the island .

CHAPTER IV .

Zie Autſior

arrives at ꝛ

Polis , and

oy à ęSreat lord . His comuersatiom i Lhdl

ↄade Laßputa , 1s conν 3*Ve νο SPBalnibarbi

No-nzjmnetropolis. Adescription Cf, Iſ.

ALTHOUCH I cannot say that I was ill - treated in this

island , yet I must confess Ithought myself too much

neglected , not without some degree of contempt . For

neither prince nor people appeared to be curious in

any part of knowledge , except mathematics and music ,

wherein J was far their inferior , and upon that account

very little regarded .
On the other side , after having seen all the curiosities

of the island , I was very desirous to leave it , being

heartily weary of those people . They were indeed

excellent in two sciences , for which I have

at

great

esteem , and wherein Jam not unversed , but a the

same time so abstracted and involved in speculation

that I never met with such disagreeable companions .

I conversed only with women , tradesmen , Aabbers ,
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and court pages , during two months of my abode

there , by which at last L rendered myself extremely

contemptible ; yet these were the only people from

whom I] could ever receive a reasonable answer .
J had obtained by hard study àa good degree of

knowledge in their language ; I was weary of being
confined to an island where J received so little coun -

tenance , and resolved to leave it with the first oppor -
tunity .

There was a great lord at court , nearly related to

the King , and , for that reason alone , used with respect .
He was universally reckoned the most ignorant and

stupid person among them . He had performed many
eminent services for the crown , had great natural and

acquired parts , adorned with integrity and honour , but

80 ill an ear for music , that his detractors reported he
had been often known to beat time in the wrong place ;
neither could his tutors , without extreme difficulty ,
teach him to demonstrate the most easy proposition in
mathematics . He was pleased to show me many
marks of favour , often did me the honour of avisit ,
desired to be informed in the aſſairs of Europe , the
laws and customs , the manners and learning of the
several countries where J had travelled . He listened

to mèe with great attention , and made very wise obser -
vations on all IspOEE . He had two ſdah attending
him for state , but never made use of them , except at

court , and in visits of ceremony , and would always
command them to withdraw when we were alone

together .

Lentreated this illustrious person to intercede in my
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behalf with his Majesty for leave to depart , which he

accordingly did , as he was pleased to tell me , with

regret ; for , indeed , he had made me several offers

very advantageous , which , however , L refused , with

expressions of the highest acknowledgment .

On the 16th of February J took leave of his Majesty

and the court . The king made mèe a present to the

value of about two hundred pounds English , and my

protector , his kinsman , as much more , together with a

letter of recommendation to a friend of his in Lagado ,

the metropolis . The island being then hovering over

a mountain about two miles from it , Jwas let down

mer as J hadfrom the lowest gallery in the sagame m

been taken up .

The continent , as far as it is subject to the monarch

of the Hying island , passes under the general name of

Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis , as I said before , is

called Lagado . I felt some little satisfaction at finding

myself on firm ground . Iwalked to the city without

any concern , being clad like one of the natives , and

sufficiently instructed to converse with them . I soOon

found out the person ' s house to whom J was recom -

mended , presented my letter from his friend the

grandee in the island , and was received with much

This great lord , vhose name was Munodi ,kindness

ordered me an apartment in his own house , where 1

continued during my stay , and was entertained in a

most hospitable manner .

The next morning after my arrival , he took me in

his chariot to see the town , which is about half the

bigness of London , but the houses very strangely
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t of them out of repair . The people in
ked fast , Iooked wild , their eyes fixed ,

and were generally in rags . We passed through one
of the town gates , and went about three miles into the

where I saw many labourers working with

sorts of tools in the ground , but was not able

cture what they were about ; neither did Ito conj

observe any expectation either of corn or grass ,
11the soil appeared to be excellent . I could

not forbear admirin

although

gat these odd appearances both in
town and country ; and I made bold to desire my
conductor that he would be pleased to explain to me
what could be meant by so many busy heads , hands ,
and faces , both in the streets and the fields , because I
did not discover any good effects they produced ; but ,
on the contrary , I never knew a soil so unhappily
cultivated , ho 80 ill - contrived and so ruinous , or A

countenances and habit expressed 80

Munodi was àa person of the first rank ,
nad been some years governor of Lagado ; but by

a cabal of ministers was discharged for inst

However , the King treated him with tendern
ficiency .

a

well - meaning man , but of a low contemptible under -

standing .
When I gave that free censure of the country and

its inhabitants , he made no farther answer than by
telling me that J had not been long enough among
them to form a judgment ; and that the different
nations of the world had different customs : with other
common topics to the same purpose . But when we
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a0 J liked the

observed , and wha
S or Iooks of his domes

Safely do , bec everything about

and polite . I answered

3 dence , 20
fortune

Ie 4¹0 if L would

0 — twenty miles
beggary had

estate lay , there would be more

d of conversation . I told his

y at his disposal ; and

nade me observe the sede maE

E. in

wholly unaccountable ; for , except

in some very few places , Lcould not discover one ear of

ss . But , in three hours ' travellingcorn or blade of gr

the scene was wholly altered ; we came into a most

beautiful country ; farmers houses , at small distances ,

neatly built , the fields enclosed , containing vineyards ,
corn grounds , and meadows . Neither do 1 remember

to have seen a more Pr 3
excel -

1 ——lenc obser d

that there 15 estate — and
me , with aà sig
would continue the same , till we should come to his

his countrymen ridiculed and despised

aging his affairs no better , and for setting

50 ill an example to the kingdom , which , however ,

was followed by very few , such as were old , and

ful and weak like himself .

house .
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Weé came at length to the house , which was indeed
a noble structure , built according to the best rules of
ancient architecture . The fountains , gardens , walks ,
avenues , and groves were all disposed with exact
judgment and taste . I gave due Praises to everything
Lsaw , whereof his excellency took not the least notice
till after supper ; when , there being no third com -
panion , he told me , with a very melancholy air , that he
doubted he must throw down his houses in town and

oountry to rebuild them after the present mode ,
destroy all his plantations , and cast others into such 2
form as modern usage required , and give the same
directions to all his tenants , unless he would submit to
incur the censure of pride , singularity , affectation ,
ignorance , caprice , and perhaps increase his Majestyꝰs
displeasure .

That the admiration Jappeared to be under would
cease or diminish , when he had informed me of some
Particulars , which , Probably , IJnever heard of at court ,
the people there being too much taken up in their own
speculations , to have regard to what Passed here
below .

The sum of his discourse was to this effect : that ,
about forty years ago , certain persons went up to
Laputa , either upon business or diversion , and , after
ſive months ' continuance , came back with a very little

smattering in mathematics , but full of volatile spirits
acquired in that airy region . That these Persons ,
upon their return , began to dlslike the management of

everything below , and fell into schemes of putting all

arts , sciences , languages , and mechanics upon a new
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To this end they procured a royal patent for

erecting an academy of projectors in Lagado ; and the

ir prevailed so strongly among the people that

there is not a town of any consequence in the kingdom
without such an academy . In these colleges the pro -
fessors contrive new rules and methods of agriculture
and building , and new instruments and tools for all

trades and manufactures , whereby , as they undertake ,

one man shall do t

be built in a week , of materials so durable as to last

for ever without ! g. All the fruits of the earth

at whatever season we think fit

se àa hundred fold more than

Projects

eantime the whole country lies miserably waste ,
the houses in ruins , and the people without food or

clothes . By all which , instead of being discouraged ,

they are fifty times more violently bent upon prose -

cuting their schemes , driven equally on by hope and

despair . That , as for himself , being not of an enter -

rising spirit , he was content to go on in the old forms ,

in the houses his ancestors had built , and act

as they did in every part of life without innoà

That some few other persons of quality and ger
done the same , but were looked on with an eye of

contempt and illwill , as enemies to art , ignorant , an

ill - commonwealthsmen , preferring their own ease and

sloth before the gener - provement of their country .
His lordship added , that he would not by any3 2 7
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farther particulars prevent the pleasure IJ should cer -

tainly take in viewing the grand academy , whither he

was resolved I should go . He only desired me to

observe a ruined building upon the side of a mountain ,

about thrèee miles distant , of which he gave me this

account : that he had a very convenient mill within

half - - mile of his house , turned by a current from a

large river , and sufficient for his own family , as well as

a great number of his tenants . That , about seven

years ago , a dlub of those projectors came to him

with proposals to destroy this mill , and build another

on the side of that mountain , on the long ridge
whereof a long canal must be cut for a repository
of water , to be conveyed up by pipes and engines to

supply the mill , because the wind and air upon a

height , agitated the water , and , thereby , made it fitter

for motion ; and , because the water descending down

a declivity , would turn the mill with half the current

of a river , whose course is more upon a level . He

said , that being then not very well with the court , and

pressed by many of his friends , he complied with the

proposal ; and , after employing a hundred men for two

years , the work miscarried , the projectors went off ,

laying the blame entirely upon him , railing at him ever

since , and putting others upon the same experiment ,
with equal assurance of success , as well as equal dis -

appointment .
In a few days we came back to town , and his

excellency , considering the bad character he had in

the academy , would not go with me himself , but

recommended me to afriend of his to bear me com -
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pany thither . My Lord was pleased to represent me
à great admirer of projects , and a person of much

Vand easy belief ; which indeed was not with -
out truth , for J had myself been a sort of projector in

my younger days .

CHAPTER V.

Lie Autfior permitled to ce dhe grand academy VLagadbo .
Zuuè acade 3

Hrofe .

uο lar described . Je aris vdherein ihe
7 einploy ihemseldes .

1This academy is not an entire single building , but a
continuation of several houses on both sides of a

which , growing waste , was purchased and ap -
plied to that use .

Jwas received very kindly by the warden , and went
ſor many days to the academy . Every room hath
in it one or more projectors ; and I believe J could
not be in fewer than five hundred rooms .

The first man Isaw was of a meagre aspect , with

sooty hands and face , his hair and beard long , ragged ,
and singed in several places . His clothes , shirt , and
skin were all of the same colour . He had been eight
years upon a project for extracting sunbeams out of

cucumbers , which were to be put in vials hermetically
sealed , and let out to warm the air in raw inclement

summers . He told me he did not doubt , that in eight
years more , he should be able to supply the governors

gardens with sunshine , at a reasonable rate ; but he
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