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A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT, 53

CHAPTER VI.

Of the inhabitants of Lilliput; their learning, laws, and
customs : the manner of educating their children. The

7

0

in that country. IHis vindi-

s way of It
, great lady.

anl,

calion

AvrroucH I intend to leave the description of this
empire to a particular treatise, yet, in the meantime, I
am content to gratify the curious reader with some
general ideas. = As the common size of the natives is

somewhat under six inches high, so there is an exact

proportion in all other animals, as well as plants and

trees : for instance, the tallest horses and oxen are

between four and five inches in height, the sheep an inch

and a half, more or less : their

se about the bigness
of a sparrow, and so the several gradations downwards,
till you come to the smallest, which, to my sight, were
almost invisible ; but nature hath adapted the eyes of
the Lilliputians to all objects proper for their view ;

they see with great exactness, but at no great distance.

And, to show the sharpness of their sight, towards

U}._i{_l‘fw

are near, I have been much pleased with

ODSETY

1g a cook pulling a lark, which was not so large

as a common fly ; and a youny

g an invi-

rirl threac
'

sible needle with invisible si Their tallest trees are

about seven feet high ; I mean some of those in the

great royal park, the tops wl

I could but just

reach with my fist clenched. The oth bles are

in the same proportion ; but this I leave to the reader’s
imagination.

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

RRRSRNEERE TR

BadenWiirttemberg



3 00ds,

Irecompen

BLB BADISCHE =
LANDESBIBLIOTHEK BadenWiirttemberg



d by order, and run away wi

3

wation, that it was

by way of exte

! a breach of trust, the Emperor
in me, to offer as a { |
ager { ftl ime : and, tr to i
C ; t i
CL )i for, I c«
v

by an

there bring
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GULLIVERS TRAVELS.

observed the laws of his country for seventy-three

moons, hath a

certain privileges, accord-

ing to his q and condition of life, with a

proportiona

ed for that use ; he

his name, but

to

doth not descend to his posterity. And these

C Pel >ll'lk,‘
1

thought it a prc lous of policy

when I told them that our laws were et

penalties, without any mention of reward. It is upon

this account that the image of Justice, in their courts

(_‘1- j'.li}l‘tll'.llrc. .-w f.lJ‘.‘:'llu_]. \\'il]l .‘wi.\i €yes, two ]]Li“.er', as
many behir

d, and on each side one, to signify circum-
ection, with a b

ag of gold open in her right hand,
and a sword i

C
disposed to reward than to punish.

In choosing persons for all er

1 to good

yyments,

rar(

more reg,

to great

tor, s

to mankind,

believ

1s fitted to some station

1d that Providence

never inte

HFaire o y
affairs a 1

persons of ‘hich there seldom are

three born in an ag t they suppose truth, justice,

temperance, and the like, to be in every man’s power,
L P

the practice of ch virtues, assisted by )erience,

o

and a n, would qualify any man for the

service of his country, except where a cou

5 » I
1s required. But

of moral

virtues was so far from being supplied by superior
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endowments of the mind, that employments could
never be put into such dangerous hands as those of

persons so qualified ; and at least, that the mistakes

committed by ignorance, in a virtuous disposition,

would never be of such fatal consequence to the public
weal as the practices of a man whose inclinations led

him to be corrupt, and who had great abilities to

manage, to multiply, and defend his corru

In like manner, the disbelief of a divine Provid

ers a man incapable of h

for, since ki1

g laws, I would
nlv be understood t« .an the oricinal institutions

only be understood to mean the origmal nstitutions,

and not the most scandalous corruptions into which
1

these people are fallen, by the degenerate nature of

man. . For, as to that infamous tice of acquiring

great employments by dancing on the ropes, or badges

of favour and distinction by leaping over sticks, and

ig under them, the reader is to observe, that

they were first introduced by the grandfather of the
i ;

present height
wty and faction.

al crime, as we

yenefactor, must nee n enemy to the

rest of mankind, from whom he hath received no

obligation, and therefore such a man is not fit to live.
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and the

, their

is, that parents are th ¢ o be

sted with the education of their own children : : nd,
therefore, the €, In every town, public

where all parents, except cotta

- 5 ;| 14} - - -
IS and lapourers, are

} N q 1 +} 1Inte £} th o ~ ¢
obliged to send their infants of both sexes to

ind educate

moons, a

and then of the fem:

The nurseries for males of noble or eminent

d with grave and learned profe

The clothes and food of the

.
several deput

children are plain and simg They a

= :
s of honour, justice, cour:

s and lasra £
i, adlld 10YEC O U

I s
Ca 1N some Dt
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r to ours at
The;

~verse with
IVEISE Willl

yter numbers to ta

pressions, or bring any |
and the 1
The pension from each family, for th

entertainment of a child, upon failure of du t, i

15 le Eror's officers. ‘
i children of ordi lemen, ‘

1 \ts, 1 handicrafts, are ma 0- 0k

€e yeals.

In the female nurseries,
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are educated much like the males, only they are
]

dressed by orderly servants of their own sex: but

always in the presence of a professor or deputy, till
they come to dress themselves, which is at five years
old.
to
the ¢

us,

mmon follies practised by ¢

are publicly whipped thrice

imprisoned for a year, and ba

late part of the country. TI

are as much ashamed of being cowards

1e men, and despise all personal or

1ess : neither did I
ve any difference in their education, made by

s beyond decency and clea

their difference of sex, only that the exerci

ules were not altogether so robust, and

fem

to dor

com-

When

them hom

€, with gre

it expressions of gratitude to the
professors, and seldom without tears of the young

lady and her companions.

In the nurseries of females of the meaner sort, the

are instructed in :

1 i3
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The meaner families who have children at these

obliged, besides their annual

ible. to return to the steward of

nthly share of their gettings, to

the nursery a small mo

nd, therefore, all parents

e a ]I'f'nix:.u" Iik the child ; A
their expenses by the law. For the

itians think nothing can be more unjust than for

own aj

n ‘~'\‘h‘-'.."l'\'l\'i‘.='t_‘

"n‘un n into the worl leave

them on the public. ~As to 1.\-1'5-%\ of

re security to npiJ.\),-mlL a certain sum

+hac,
1 LIICSC

condition ; an

for eac ch chi
inds are always managed with good 1 wsbandry and

The cottagers and labourers keej y their children at

home, their business being only tx: till and cultivate

the earth, and therefore their education 1s of

the most exact justice. 1
consequence to the public ; but the old and dise
among them are supported by hospitals ; for begging ‘
is a trade unknown in this empire. .

And here it may perhaps divert the curious reader I
to give some account of my domestics, and my manner :
of living in this country, during a residence of nine '

months and thi Having a head for

forced l\\ Nnece "\“\\.\ I

tl
mechanics, and bei

a table and chair, convenient

had made for my
enough, out of the larg
Two hundred semp stresses were employed to make §

st trees in the royal park. 1

me shirts, and linen for my bed and table, all of the
strongest and coarsest kind they could get ; which,
however, they were forced to quilt together in several
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though he outwardly caressed me more than was usu:

of his nature. He represented to

to the morosen:
the I

was forced to take up money

n of his treasury ; that he

would not under nine per

had cost his Maje

exchequer 1

apove a

~an 1 1 r T
<ent., DCIOW

million and a ha

about the bigness of a spangle) ;

yuld be advisabl

that it we
ssing

me.

the hrst tair occasion ot d

I am here obliged to vindicate the

excellent lady, who was an innocent su )
account. The treasurer took a fancy to be jealous of
his wife, from the malice of some evil tongues, who in-

formed him that her grace had taken a violent affection

for my person ; and the court scandal ran for some

time that she once came privately

This I solem

- - | mthArE nNiy
hood, without a

ed to treat me with all innocent marks of

was p

freedom and frienc

house, but always publicly, nor ever without three more
in the coach, who were usually her sister and young
daughter and some particular ac juaintance ; but this

was common to many other ladies of the court. And I

still appeal to my servants round, whether they at any

time saw a coach at my door, without know

persons were in it. On those occasions, when a

servant had given me notice, my custom was to go

jmmediately to the door ; and, after paying my respects,

to take up the coach and two horses very carefully in
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and placed them on a table,

xed a moveable rim, quite round, of five
] ]

its.  And I

s at once on my

, to prevent acci

1 e | -
oaches and ho

iny, while I sat in

irds them ; an

Lile coachman wc

esty, as I have before
so long upon this

n a point wherein the repu-

r of my own, though I then had the honour to
be a nardac

, which the treasurer himself is not : for all
the world knows that he is only a glumelum, a title
inferior

one degree, as that of a marquis is to a
duke 1 igland ; yet I allow 1
ight of his

preceded me, in

itions, which I

0Tz
aft t | JES— | 1 | S 4 |
arterws to the knowledge of, by an ace 1l

not p1 e
lady, for

worse .,

i 5 ) -
nention, made the treasure

e time, an ill cou

+1 } —
although he was at

reconciled to her, yvet I lost all cre

with |

found my interest decline very fast with the Emperor,

Who was, indeed, too much governed by that favourite.
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