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Ble

empire of Blefuscu is an island , situate to the
north - east of Lilliput , from whence it is parted only

nnel of eight hu

yet seen it ; and upon
invasion , I AVC

listercourse between the WCo AMe, al IterCOUurSE Dñéetween the two empires naving
been strictly forbidden during the war , upon pain of

death , and an embargo laid by our Emperor , upon
all vessels whatsoever . I communicated to his

Majesty a project J had formed , of
seizi
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gave me much disturbance in my work . My greatest

apprehension was for mine eyes , which J should have

infallibly lost , if I had not suddenly thought of an

expedient . f kept , among other little nec

pair of spectacles , in a private pocket , which , as I

observed before , had escaped the Emperors Scarchers .
hese J took out , and fastened as strongly as J could

upon my nose , and thus armed , went on boldly with

my work , in spite of the enemy ' s arrows , many of
which struck against the glasses of my spectacles , but
without any other effect , farther than a little to dis -

compose them . I had now fastened all the hooks ,
and , taking the knot in my hand , began to pull : but
not a ship would stir , for they were all too fast held by
their anchors ; so that the boldest part of my enter -

prise remained . I therefore let go the cord , and

leaving the hooks fixed to the ships , J resolutely cut
with my knife the cables that fastened the anchors ,

4 1receiving above two hundred shots in my face and8 9
hands ; then J took up the knotted end of the cables ,
to which my hooks were tie15 and , with great ease ,
drew fifty of the enemy ' s largest men -of war after me .

The Blefuscudians , who had not the least imagina -
tion of what J intended , were at first confounded with
astonishment . They had seen me cut the cables , and

thought my design was only to let the ships run adrift ,
or fall foul on each other : but when they perceived
the whole fleet moving in order , and saw me pulling
at the end , they set up such a scream of grief an

despair as it is almost impossible to describe or con -
ceiye . When I had got out of danger , IJ stopped a
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while to pick out the arrows that stuck in my hands

and face ; and rubbed on some of the same ointment

that was given me at my first arrival , as L have aerly
ꝛ

en took off my spectacles ,500
tle fa *4 waded

Wed
ilthe tide was alit

igh the middle with my cargo , and arri Safe at

the royal port of Lilliput .

The Emperor and his whole court
reat Ad0vu 8great AdVCI E.

Ge HAIfHOOnge hnal - moon ,

to my breast in

manner : but

for the channel growing shallower every step I

„I came in a short time within hearing ; and

beldtng up the end of the cable , by which the fleet

was fastened , I cried in a loud voice , Long live dhie

mmoot hllissant Eimheror Lillibut ! , This great prince

ived me , at my landing , with all possible enco -

miui as, and created me a Nardac upon the spot , which

est title of honour among them .

His Majesty desired I would take some other

opportunity of bringing all the rest of his enemyꝰs

ps into his ports . And so unmeasurable is the

ambition of princes , that he seemed to think of

1acthing less than reducing the whole empire of
8 1

Blefuscu into a province , and governing it by viceroy ;

of destroying the Big-endian ilee and compelling

sssss
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i⸗ 18 aller ene their ecoshat people to break the smaller end of their eggs ,
which he would remain the sole

world . But J endeavoured to divert him from 44
design , by many arguments , drawn from

as * as justice . And 1 ly Protested ,

rument of bI a free

And

VISest Part Ot the ministry

t Jwould never be an inst

and brave people into

was debated in council , the

were of my opinion .
his open , bold declaration of mine was so opposite

to tne schemes and of his 5
1that he could never forgive me ; he mentioned it ,

in a very artful manner , at council , where , I was told ,

that some of the wisest appeared , at least by their

8 to be of my opinion ; but others , who were

y secret enemies , could not forbear som TesSlOhsS ,1 7
ich by a side - wind reflected on me . from

began an intrigue

Ot ministers

ave ended in my utter
RPethe greatest services

put into the balance with a refus

About three weeks after this exploit , there arrived7
a solemn embassy from Blefuscu , with humble offers

of peace; which was soon concluded , upon conditions

very —76 to our Emperor , wherewith L sh-

not trouble the reader . There were six a

with a train of about five hundred per
itable to the grandeur8entry W S Ver ) magnifice ent ,

Of
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of their master , and the importance of their business .
When their treaty was finished , wherein I did
them several good offices , by the credit L now
had , or at least appeared to have at court , their Ex -

cellencies , who were privately told how much I had
been their friend , made me a visit in form . They
began with many compliments upon my valour and

generosity , invited me to that kingdom , in the

Emperor their master ' s name , and desired me to Show ]
them some proofs of my prodigious strength , of which

they had heard so many wonders ; wherein I readily
obliged them , but shall not trouble the reader with the

Particulars .

When I had for some time entertained their Excel -

lencies , to their infinite satisfaction and surprise , I
desired they would do me the honour to Present my
most humble respects to the Emperor their master ,
the renown of whose virtues had s0 justly filled the
whole world with admiration , and whose royal person
J resolved to attend , before J returned to my own

country . Accordingly , the next time Jhad the honour
to see our Emperor , I desired his general licence to
wait on the Rlefuscudian monarch , which he was

Pleased to grant me , as Icould plainly perceive , in a

very cold manner ; but could not guess the reason , till
Jhad a whisper from a certain person , that Flimnap
and Bolgolam had represented my intercourse with
those ambassadors as a mark of disaffection , from

which , Jam sure , my heart was wholly free . And this
was the first time Jbegan to conceive some imperfect
idea of courts and ministers .

E
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it at the lake in the garden , which was ncarly emptied

by the process , L soon extinguished the fire , but to

my consternation nearly drowned the Queen and the

royal children . Indeed the water filled the rooms

to which she and her ladies had retired , and I had

the greatest difficulty to pick them out by the win —

dows , in an insensible condition . This was very

unfortunate for me , but in three minutes the fire was

wholly extinguished , and the rest of that noble pile ,

which had cost so many ages in erecting , preserved
from destruction .

It was now daylight , and J returned to my house ,

without waiting to congratulate with the Emperor ;

because , although J had done a very eminent piece
of service , yet Lcould not tell how his Majesty might

resent the manner by which J had performed it : for ,

by the fundamental laws of the realm , it is capital

in any man , of what quality soever , to even touch the

Empress or the royal princesses . But J was a little

comforted by a message from his Majesty , that he

would give orders to the grand justiciary for passing

my pardon in form , which , however , J could not

obtain . And J was privately assured that the Empress ,

conceiving the greatest abhorrence of me , and , in the

presence of her chief confidants , could not forbear

vowing revenge .
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