
Badische Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Digitale Sammlung der Badischen Landesbibliothek Karlsruhe

Gulliver's Travels into several remote regions of the
world

Swift, Jonathan

London [u.a.], [ca. 1890]

Chapter III

urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-262787

https://nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:bsz:31-262787


A VOFAGRE TOLLLDOUI . 29

conveyed in carriages to his Majesty ' s stores ; but the

rest of my goods were returned to me .

J had , as I before observed , one private pocket ,
which escaped their search , wherein there was à pair
of spectacles ( which J sometimes use for the weakness

of mine eyes ) , a pocket perspective , and some other
little conveniences ; which , being of no consequence
to the Emperor , I did not think myse
honour to discover ; and J apprehended they might
be lost or spoiled if J ventured them out of my
Possession .

If bound in

CHAPTRER III .

Dlie Aulſior diverts tie Emperor and his nobility oſß botſi
Seν & un à deny uncommon manner . Liie diuersions of,
lſie Court of Lilliput described . Liie Auiſior ſias ſiis
laberth granted ſium upon certain conditions .

My gentleness and good behaviour had gained so far
on the Emperor and his court , and indeed upon the

army and people in general , that Jbegan to conceive

hopes of getting my liberty in a short time . I took
all possible methods to cultivate this favourable dis -

PyPosition . The natives came by degrees to be less

apprehensive of any danger from me . I would some -
times lie down , and let five or six of them dance on
my hand , and at last the boys and girls would venture
to come and play at hide and seek in my hair . I had
now made a good progress in understanding and speak -
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ing their language . The Emperor had a mind , one

day , to entertain me with one of the country shows ,

I have known , both
wherein they exceed all nations

Ivas diverted with
for dexterity and magnificence .

none so much as that of the rope dar

pon a slender wWhite thread , extended about twWo

elve inches from the ground . Upon which

ader ' s patience , to

ncers , performed

feet , and tw.̇

J shall desire liberty , with the re

enlarge a little .

This diversion is only practised by those persons

who arèe candidates for great employments and high

favour at court . They are trained in this art from

theõr youth , and are not always of noble birth or liberal

education . When a great office is vacant , either by

death or disgrace ( chich often happens ) , five or Six

of those candidates petition the Emperor to entertain

his Majesty , and the court , with a dance on the rope ,

and whoever jumps the highest , without falling , suc -

ceeds in the office . Very often the chief ministers

themselves are commanded to show their Skill , and to

Convince the Emperor that they have not lost their

faculty . Flimnap , the treasurer , is allowed to cut à

caper on the straight rope , at least an inch higher than

any other lord in the whole empire . I have seen

him do the summersault several times together upon a

trencher , fixed on à rope , wWhich is no thicker than a

common packthread in England . My friend Rel .

dresal , principal secretary for Private affairs , is , in my

ial , the second after the trea -
opinion , if Jam not part

surer ; the rest of the great officers are much upon a.

PDar.



4A FWese r . 29

These diversions are often attended with fatal acci -

dents , whereof great numbers are on record . I myself
have seen two or three candidates break a limb . But

the danger is much greater when the ministers them -

selves are commanded to show their dexterity ; for , by
contending to excel themselves and their fellows , they
strain so far that there is hardly one of them who
hath not received a fall , and some of them two or
three . I was assured that a year or two before my
arrival , Flimnap would have infallibly broke his neck
if one of the King ' s cushions , that accidentally lay
on the ground , had not weakened the force of his
fall .

There is likewise another diversion , which is only
shown before the Emperor and Empress and first

minister , upon particular occasions . The Emperor
lays on the table three fine silken threads , of six
inches long ; one is blue , the other red , and the third

green . These threads are proposed as prizes for
those persons whom the Emperor hath àa mind to
distinguish by a peculiar mark of his favour . The

ceremony is performed in his Majesty ' s great chamber
of state , where the candidates are to undergo a trial
of dexterity very different from the former , and such
as J have not observed the least resemblance of in
any other country of the old or new world . Thèe
Emperor holds a stick in his hands , both ends Parallel
to the horizon , while the candidates , advancing one
by one , sometimes leap over the stick , sometimes

creep under it , backwards and forwards several times ,
according as the stick is advanced or depressed .
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Sometimes the Emperor holds one end of the stick ,

r the other ; sometimes the ministerand his first minister

to himsell . Whaev er performs his part

y, and holds out the longest in leaping

and creeping , is rewarded with the blue - coloured silk ;

the red is given to the next , and the green to the

third , w

middle ; and you see few great persons round about

this court who are not adorned with one of these

girdles .
The ho of the army , and those of the royal

stables , having been daily led before me , were no

ger shy , but would come up to my very feet with -

ut starting . The riders would leap them over my

hand as I held it on the ground ; and one of the

mperor ' s huntsmen , upon a large courser , took my

foot , shoe and all , which was indeed a prodigious

leap . I had the good fortune to divert the Emperor

one day after a very extraordinary manner . I desired

has it entirely

with most

ich they all wear girt twice round about the

he would order several sticks of two feet high , and

the thickness of an ordinary cane , to be brought me ;

whereupon his Me

woods to give directions accordingly ; and the next
ty commanded the master of his

morning six woodmen arrived with as many carriages ,

drawn by eight horses to each . I took nine of these

sticks , and fixing them firmiy in the ground in a

quadrangular figure , two feet and à half square , I took

four other sticks and tied them parallel at each corner ,

about two feet from the ground ; then J fastened my

handkerchief to the nine sticks that stood erect , and

extended it on all sides , till it was tight as the top of
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and retired , and , in short ,

discipline Iever beheld . The ]
and their horses from falling over stage
mperor was so much deli d he

entertainment to be repeated several d- and
oncè was pleased to be lifted up and give the word of

command ; and , with great dif fficulty , „Persua e d even
the Empress herself to let me hold her in her close
chair within two yards of the s
was able to take

It W

Sè enterta

i1i

he overthre

1Kmanner as 0

strained in the left shoulder , but the
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however , I would not trust to the strength of it any
more in such dangerous enterprises .

About two or three days before J was Set at liberty ,
as Jwas entertaining the court with this kind of feats ,
there arriyed an express to inform his Majesty that
some of his subjects riding near the place where I
was first taken up , had seen a great black substance
lying on the ground , very oddly shaped , extending its
edges round as wide as his Majesty ' s bedchamber ,
and rising up in the middle as high as a man ; that it
was no living creature , as they had at first apprehended ,
for it lay on the grass without motion ; and some of
them had walked round it several times ; that , by
mounting upon each other ' s shoulders , mey had got
to the top , which was flat and even , and , stamping
upon it , they found it was hollow within ; that they
humbly conceived it might be something belonging
to the zuanunounlbain , and if his Majesty pleased ,
they would und S25 to bring it , with only five
horses . I presently knew what they meant , and was
glad at heart to receive this intelligence . It se ems ,
upon my first reaching the shore after our shipwreck ,
J was in such that , before came to the
Place where I went to sleep , my hat , which I had
fastened with a string to my head while IJ was row⸗
ing , and had stuck on all the time 1 Was swimming ,
fell oft after Icame to land ; the string , as J con -
jecture , breaking by some Aht , which J never
observed , but thought my hat had been lost at sea .
J intreated his Imperial Majesty to give orders it
might be brought to me as soon as Possible , describing
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my mortal enemy . But it was carried against him by
the whole board , and confirmed by the Emperor .
That minister was albet , or admiral of the realm , very
much in his master ' s confidence , and a person well

versed in affairs , but of a morose and sour complexion .
However , he was at length persuaded to comply ; but7 L 5

Prevailed , that the articles and conditions upon which

Jshould be set free , and to which Jmust swear , should

be drawn up by himself . These articl

to me by Skyresh Rolgolam in person , at8 ＋
under -

were brought
tended by two

dretaries , and several persons of distinction .

After they were read , Jwas demanded to swear to the

performance of them , first in the manner of my own

country , and afterwards in the method prescribed by
their laws ; which was , to hold my right foot in my leſt

hand , and to place the middle finger of my right hand

on the crown of my head , and my thumb on the tip of

my right ear . But because the reader may be curious

to have some idea of the style and manner of expression

Peculiar to that people , as well as to know the articles

upon which J recovered my liberty , L have made a

translation of the whole instrument , word for word , as

near as J was able , which J here offer to the public .
Colbasio Momaren Hulame Cundilo Sſieſin Mullly

Iy Gue , Most Mighty Emperor of Lilliput , delight
and terror of the universe , whose dominions extend

five thousand Slustrugs ( about twelve miles in circum -

erence ) to the extremities of the globe ; monarch of

all monarchs , taller than the sons of men ; whose feet

press down to the centre , and whose head strikes

against the sun ; at whose nod the princes of the earth
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