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A

VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT.

conveyed in carriages to his Majesty’s stores ; but the

roods were returned to me.

I had, as I before observed, one private

of mine eyes), a pocket perspective, and some other
little conveniences ; which, bei
to the Emperor, I did not

honour to discover ;

of no consequence
- 1f 1 -t
myself D

d they might
be lost or spoiled if them out of my

possession.

CHAPTER III

, ¥ o
The Author fz';- ’
SEXES I ¢

the Court r}f' f,,
liberty granted i

r Emperor an

FIINONR IRANNLY,

wt upon cevtain conditions.
My gcntlcnos‘s and wood behaviour lmrl u\u‘ 1ed so far

army Jnd JL‘lJ[}]L‘ n “unu‘:ﬂ l'h.'u [ 1);-‘;.‘::1 to conceive

4 -QILICCIVE

hopes of getting my liberty in a short time.

all possible methods to cultivate

position. The natives came by

apprehensive of any d: I would

times lie down, and let five or six of them dance on

ys and girls would venture

to come ;mal p!n}_-‘ at hide and seek in my hair. I had

now made a good progress in understanding and speak-
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28 GULLIVERS TRA VELS.

The Emperor had a mind, one

ing their
1 me with one of the country shows,

known, both

for dexterity and magl
h
mon a slender white
feet, and twelve

I shall desire liberty,

1 Fe
as that ol

e S0 I

Jpon which

i-a'ﬁvlh‘g, to

inch

enlarge a little.

This diversion is only practised by those persons
who are candidates for great employments and high
ned in this art from

favour at court. They are tr
- youth, and are not always of noble birth or liberal

ion. When a great ¢ is vacant, either by

death or disgrace (which often happens), five or six
rdidates petition the Emperor to entertain

and the court, with a dance on the rope,
! suc-

ot those

his M:

whoever jumps the h
the office. \’&'L"\'

ministers

o5 are commanded to 11, and to

the Emperor that they have not lost their

Flimnap, the treasurer

- on the straight rope, at least an inch 1
any other lord in the whole empire. 1 have seen
ersault several times together upona

him do the summc
no thicker than a

trencher, fixed on a T0DE, which 1s
v frien d Rel-

common Ppac k-thread in Eng erli
secretary for lwm e affairs, is, In

the second after the trea-

dresal, principal iy

opinion, if I am not ]

the rest of the

Licld,

cat officers are much upon a
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A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 29

These diversions are often attended with fatal acci-

whereof

E numbers are on record. I myself
s break a limb. But

ee candidate

S are commarlt 10w their ¢

y ; for, by

contending to excel them:s fellows, they

one of them who

strain so far that there is har
hath not received a fall, and some of them two or

three. I was assured that a year or two before my

arrival, Flimnap would ly broke his neck

If one of the King’s cushions, that accidentally lay

on the ground, had not weakened the force of his
fall.

There is likewise another diversion, which is only
shown before the Emperor and Empress and first
minister, upon particular occasions. The Emperor
lays on the table three fine silken threads, of six
inches long ; one is blue, the other red, and the third
green. These threads are proposed as prizes for
those persons whom the Emperor hath a mind to
distinguish by a peculiar mark of his favour. The

)ICI

ceremony is performed in his Majesty’s great cham

Tg0 a trial

of state, where the candidates are to und

of 1d such
as 1e least resemblance of in
any other cc old or new world. The

Emperor holds a stick in hands, both ends parallel

to the horizon, while the c

dvan

g one
by one, sometimes leap over the stick, sometimes
creep under it, backwards and forwards several times,
according as the stick is advanced or depressed.
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GULLIVERS TRAVELS.

come up to my Very

The riders would leap them over my

h: Sl ind ; and one of the
Ex ot COUTSEr,

. A :
foot, s indeed a p

to divert the E

; manner.

wi ercupon

woods to next

with as many carriag

ix woodmen arrived

morl

it horses to each. I took nine of these

drawn by ei
them firmly in the n a

», two feet and a 1




my work, I des

horse, twenty-

upon this plain.

proposal, and I took
l mounted and
As

comman

1ded even

the Empr ld her in her close

chaie

from whence she

was able to take a full view of the
T4

=
&)
o

was my good fortune that no ill acci

t happened
in these entertainments ; only once

.
2d TO «

+1

Ol ne same
ors fell was

r, but the rider got no hurt,

and I repaired my handkerchief as well as I could ;
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however, I would not trust to the strength of it any
more in such dan
About twe or

as I was ent

there

was first taken up,

lying on the ground

iture, as they had at first apprehended

for it lay on the grass without motion : and some of
them had walked round it several times ; that, by
mounting

each other’s shoulders, they had got

ich was flat and even, and, stamping

it was hollow v

n ; that th

it be somethi

upon
I was

place

before I came
where 1

Wi g
1Ith a st

my hat, which I had

fastened v

to my head while I was row-
ing, and had stuck on

time I was swi

ming,
fell oft after I came to land : as I con-

it, which I never

jecture, breaking by some ac

observed, but thou

cht my hat had been lost at s
1]

ed.
I intreated his Im

might be brought to me

Majesty to give orders it

1€, AESC T..f!l]g
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LLIVERS TRAVELS,

les, and several persons of distinction.

> read, I was demanded to swear

performance of them, first in the manner of

vas, to hold

1Al £
the middie n

- fF axr } ] +hq
> crown of my head, and my thuml

1
1s¢ the

upon

translat

near as I was able,

(I'.J;,‘.

wren Evlame

L

and terror of the universe, whose dominions e

ly Gue, Most Mighty Einperor of Lilliput, c

five thousand dlustrugs (about twelve miles in circum-
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s without t

the said mazn-moun shall at his times
of > aiding and ur w ner, in
he certain great stones, towards covering

(=]
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